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1. Name 

For HCRS use 

date enter«<rU^ 

historic Stavely-Kunz-Johnson House 

and/or common Q u i n t a n i l l a House 

2. Location 
street & number 1402 East F i r s t S t ree t not for publication 

city, town A u s t i n vicinity of congressional district 1 0 

state Texas code 048 county T rav i s code 4 5 3 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public _X_ occupied agriculture museum 
buildlng(s) X. private unoccupied ^ commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Carnales. Inc 

street & number 1402 East F i r s t S t ree t 

city, town A u s t i n vicinity of state Texas 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. T r av i s County Courthouse 

street & number Tenth and Guadalupe 

city, town A u s t i n state Texas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
H i s t o r i c Sites Inventory;  

title Nineteenth Century Aii.qt-in has this property been determined eleglble? _ yes x no 

date 1975, 1979; 1978 federal X state? county X local 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission; 
depository for survey records A u s t i n Her i t age Socie ty 

city,town A u s t i n state Texas 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 
^OOd . ruins X altered moved date 

X fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

B u i l t between 1S97-1899 the Stavely-Kunz-Johnson house is 
a 2 storey limestone Victorian dwelling exemplifying the Queen 
Anne style popular i n the l a s t quarter of the 19th Century. 
The major portion of the house i s an " e l l " shape open to the 
Southeaat with a 2 storey wooden gallery forming a rectangle 
of the " e l l " . 

The present appearance of the structure can be a t t r i b u t e d 
to John 0. Stavely and August Kunz. John Stavely supplied the 
one-storey kitchen attached to the rear sometime between 1867-
1897, while August Kunz erected the 2 storey e l l shaped Victorian 
residence by 1899 and added modern plumbing w i t h i n a 2 storey 
addition to the northeast corner of the house i n 1902. 

The Stavely structure i s believed to be only a portion of 
a larger house on the s i t e and i s presently relegated to status 
of kitchen behind the much larger Victorian residence. The 
older structure i s constructed of roughly squared and coursed 
limestone and roofed i n rough sawn cedar shingles. Windows 
are an odd mixture with one 4/1 single hung window i n s t a l l e d 
upside down. Within the single room are walls of rough plaster 
above a three foot wainscoting and a beaded wood c e i l i n g . 
There i s some evidence that a structure existed on the East 
face of t h i s structure and under present ownership a porch and 
air l o c k for the rear entry are being erected. 

The South and West facades of the Kunz structure are gang-
sawn limestone blocks with rusticated banding at head and s i l l 
levels of windows and doors and rest upon a rusticated base. The 
remaining walls are roughly squared and coursed limestone with 
rusticated cut stone s i l l s and l e n t i l s at the openings. A l l 
exterior walls of the house are load bearing and rest on a contin­
uous stone footing. 

The roof i s of smooth sawn cedar shingles supported by 
cedar j o i s t s . (Over the gallery i s f l a t seam galvanized metal.) 
The pedimented gables on the East, West and South facades contain 
paljadian windows and are sheathed i n f i s h scale cedar shingles. 
The unadorned gables on the North have smooth sawn cedar shingles 
i d e n t i c a l to those on the roof. Gingerbread pendants are found 
at the corner eaves of the West and South gabies. A gabled dormer 
with f i s h scale shingles i s inset at the a t t i c l e v e l on the South 
facade. The roof of the main block i s pierced by two brick chimneys 
on the North and West sides which serve the f i r s t f l o o r dining and 
s i t t i n g room respectively. 
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The metal roofed gallery i s supported by f l u t e d columns 
raised on pedestals capped with a pro v i n c i a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 
the Ionic c a p i t a l . Twenty-seven inch high r a i l i n g s on turned 
b a l l i s t e r s enclose the gallery on both levels. The ceilings 
i n both ga l l e r i e s are of beaded wood construction. 

The f r o n t door (South) i s carved wood and bevelled glass. 
The windows of the house are 4/1, 4/4, 1/1, 4/9, and 9/9 l i g h t s 
with no apparent pattern as to t h e i r placement. Inside, the doors 
and windows are encased with a carved wood design. 

The South (main) entrance opens into an entry h a l l with a 
dining room and parlor to the l e f t , a s i t t i n g room and bathroom 
to the r i g h t and rear of the house. Through the parlor i s the 
kitchen. Fire places serve the dining room and parlor which have 
carved wood mantels and marble t i l e s . The upstairs floorplan 
i s almost i d e n t i c a l to that of the f i r s t f l o o r . 

The s t a i r w e l l has a l l wood s t a i r s embellished with turned 
b a l u s t e r s and a pendant at the c e i l i n g penetration. There i s 
a straight run of eleven steps and an 180° turn near thp ton with 
ten steps to the second f l o o r landing. The s t a i r w e l l opens onto a 
h a l l V7ith two bedrooms to the r i g h t and a bathroom and bedroom 
to the l e f t and rear. 

The walls are plaster. Beaded wainscoting runs three feet 
high i n the entry h a l l and dining room. The floors are four 
inch wide pine planks over cedar j o i s t s . The majority of the 
o r i g i n a l hardware i s i n t a c t to display some i n t r i c a t e door hinges. 
The l i g h t f i x t u r e s are of modern o r i g i n . 

The 1902 addition b u i l t by August Kunz added a cedar gable 
to the o r i g i n a l cross-gabled roof plan. I t was also to bring i n 
moderr plumbing. Within the addition are an upstairs and down­
st a i r s bath with f i v e foot high wainscoting and an adjoining 
room on each f l o o r . Ceilings i n the baths were beaded while the 
adjoining rooms were plaster. The walls, windows and floors match 
those of the rest of the older house. 

The present owners (Carnales, Inc.) are r e h a b i l i t a t i n g the 
structure. The only new additions are a dormer to the rear and a 
porch which w i l l house an airl o c k and wheel chair ram.p on the East, 
The rest of the revisions consist of the addition of central a i r / 



FHR-8-300A 
(11/78) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR HCRS USE ONLY 
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heat, a new roof to match o r i g i n a l , new wiring and plumbing, 
carpeting, sheetrock ceilings , driveway and parking and a 
sl i g h t s t a i r w e l l modification. This revision consists of a 
turn toward the north (or rear) of the house. The opening w i l l 
be where a window was on the north wall of the o r i g i n a l Kunz 
house p r i o r to the 1902 addition to that face. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i f y be low 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

J ? _ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

Invention . other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates Bui lder /Arch i tect 

S ta tement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The Stavely-Kunz-Johnson residence represents an unusually fi n e 
example of regional cut limestone and cedar blended with the 
popular Victorian architecture. One of the most outstanding homes 
i n i t s immediate East Austin neighborhood i t serves as a highwater 
mark of middle class affluence i n turn-of-the-century Austin. I t 
also serves as an important landmark and center i n the neighborhood 
today. 

John 0. Stavely made the f i r s t improvements to the property 
under his ownership between 1867-1897. Information about t h i s 
structure i s sketchy. There may have been a two-storey structure 
on the property. The only remaining part of t h i s house i s the 
present day kitchen. 

August Kunz, proprietor of the Colorado Flour M i l l which 
was located on the North bank of the Colorado River b u i l t his two 
storey Victorian residence between 1897-1899. Between the dining 
room and kitchen i s a hallway with an i n s c r i p t i o n i n the stone 
"Moved here July 13,1899" and the i n i t i a l s "HK" of Henry Kunz, 
one of August Kunz's sons. August Kunz was a m i l l e r i n Germany before 
he brought his wife Emilie and son Oscar to Texas i n the mid-1800's. 
Kunz was a prosperous man who purchased much property i n the East 
Austin area during the 1880's and 1890's. Kunz added a two storey 
portion i n 1902 which brought modern plumbing to the house. 

Between 1911-1970 the James S. Johnson family occupied the 
house without making any notable improvements or revisions. I t 
was then sold to the United Pentecostal Church of Jesus Christ i n 
1970 and used for Sunday School class meetings u n t n i l 1972 when 
Joel V. Quintanilla began restoration s t a r t i n g w i th resurfacing the 
front porch. This began the current East Austin neighborhood 
interest i n the house as a focal point f o r restoration e f f o r t s through­
out the neighborhood as a whole. 

Carnales, Inc. acquired the property i n 1979 and has made sub­
s t a n t i a l progress towards r e h a b i l i t a t i n g the structure which w i l l 
serve as re n t a l space. This structure w i l l serve as a landmark for 
the residents of East Austin as wel l as providing q u a l i t y o f f i c e 
space to draw business into the area. 



9. IMajor Bibliograpliical References 

Austin, Travis County Collection. Austin Public Library: 1840-1875 
Census Records, City Directories 1877-1976, Structure F i l e s , B i b l i o ­
graphical F i l e s , Maps. 

10- Geograpliicai Data 
Acreage of nominated property 0 , 2 0 A C R E A G E N O 
Quadrangle name A u s t i n E a s t 

UMT References 

^ I l i 4 l leh i 2I2 lOiOl |3|3| 47|9| QO I 
Zone Easting Northing 

c L U I I . I • • I I • I I I I i I 
E ' 

G 

VERIFIED 
UTM NOT VERinED 

Quadrangle scale 1 ; 24QQ0 

± 

1_U LLL_1 
1 . I 

1 1 1 I I 
J L 

Zone Easting 

• L J I I I I I I I 
F L U I I • I • I 
H L U I I • I • . 

Northing 

h I I 
_L 

I ' I i I ' • I 
Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 

Outlet 20, Section 0 includes the structure and i t s immediate environs 
only. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Car l a Eraser 

organization date A p r i l 2, 1980 

street & number 1721-B E n f i e l d Rd. telephone 4 7 2 - 0 1 2 3 

city or town A u s t i n state Texas 78703 

12. State Historic Preservation (^fficer Certjf ication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state x local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic/Preservanon ^ t of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 
State H i s t o r i c P r e se rva t i on O f f i c e r date A p r i l 28, 1980 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

r 
date S//fM 

eeper of the National Register  

Attest: "S'yT^ (^J)^<i<^<^e 

G P O 938 6 3 5 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered 

AUG 19 1980 
Name 

Stavely-Kunz-Johnson House 

Location 

Austin 
Travis County 

Also Notified 

Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable Lloyd Bentsen 
Honorable J. J. (Jake) Pickle 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical 
Commission 

P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

m. Byers/mjd 9/2/80 

For f u r t J i e r i n f o r m a t i o n , please c a l l the N a t i o n a l Regis te r a t (202)343-6401. 


