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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ringgold Hotel, constructed i n 1897 as a residence and a store, consisted 
of four sections b u i l t i n the form of a compound around a central courtyard. A 
two-story brick building with a double gallery served as the residence. Two one-
story brick buildings, accommodating a general store and an o f f i c e , were attached to 
either side of the residence. Each one-story building faced d i r e c t l y onto the 
street; however, the residence was set back several feet from the street and a 
front courtyard was enclosed by a wrought iron fence. 

The west or store building extended to a one-story brick building, used as 
a warehouse, which formed the rear or north section of the compound. A brick 
privy with a second story water tank was attached to the northeast corner of the 
warehouse and a brick wall extended from the o f f i c e to the privy. A l l of the struc­
tures had f l a t roofs. 

The residence retains the central h a l l f l o o r plan of the Greek Revival as 
well as the symmetrical arrangement of the fro n t facade. A center door i s flanked 
on each side by an equal number of evenly spaced windows. The house also retained 
the columnar porch, a dominant Greek Revival feature. However, the jigsaw cut 
brackets and gingerbread d e t a i l s of the double gallery are indicative of the 
Victorian period. A two-story gallery i s also attached to the east side of the 
house; however i t s d e t a i l s are not as decorative. Each story of the double gallery 
i s supported by a simple version of the Doric column. The columns consist of 
simple squared posts capped with p l a i n moldings. The more slender, turned balusters 
of the balustrade which embellishes the second story gallery are also Victorian 
elements. There are stone l i n t e l s over a l l of the window and door openings. The 
majority of the windows are six over nine, double hung with wooden shutters. A 
corbelled brick cornice accentuates the f l a t roof l i n e . 

The f i r s t f l o o r of the house o r i g i n a l l y consisted of a s i t t i n g room and parlor 
located on one side of an entrance h a l l and a dining room and kitchen on the other. 
The second f l o o r contained four bedrooms. The rooms were finished with wood plank 
ceilings with simple moldings, wood floors and plastered walls. The house was 
heated by fireplaces which had carved wood mantels. A l l of the i n t e r i o r doors were 
f i t t e d with transoms and the fro n t entrance, reminiscent of the Greek Revival, had 
a rectangular transom over the door flanked by side l i g h t s . The stairway was 
decorated with slender, turned balusters and f l a t jigsaw ornamentation. 

Both the store and o f f i c e buildings were constructed with corbelled cornices 
corresponding i n design to that of the house. The corners of the buildings were 
accentuated with brick quoins. A parapet extended above the roof of each building 
and the second story porch of the house opened onto the f l a t brick roofs of the store 
and o f f i c e buildings and provided a roof garden. The door and window openings had 
stone l i n t e l s l i k e those of the house. Several sets of panelled doors with barred 
and glass transoms were evenly spaced i n the structures. A carriage entrance was 
located on the west side of the store building. An interesting feature of the 
rectangular store building was the pressed t i n c e i l i n g . The warehouse building had 
fi v e arched door openings which opened int o the center courtyard. Each door had 
a fan-shaped transom. 

There are several interesting features on the property. A wine c e l l a r was 
b u i l t under the o f f i c e building. The courtyard was paved with brick and b e a u t i f u l l y 
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landscaped. The bouganvillea, planted i n the fro n t courtyard, was brought by Mrs. 
LaBorde from Monterrey, Mexico and i t i s reported to have been the f i r s t one i n the 
c i t y . The fro n t courtyard, enclosed with a wrought iron fence made i n Kenton, Ohio, 
contained a brick c i s t e r n . 

About 1917, LaBorde decided to open a hotel and employed Leo M. J. Dielmann, a 
San Antonio architect, to add a second story to his store, o f f i c e and warehouse 
buildings. Dielmann introduced the gabled facade and moderately pitched roof to the 
store and o f f i c e buildings. A corbelled cornice dominates the roof l i n e . The front 
gable end of each building has a small window, which gives the ef f e c t of a half story, 
and brick ornamental patterns. There i s also a corbelled brick window head above 
three window openings. A gable with a similar brick cornice and window was also 
incorporated into the west side of the store building above the carriage entrance. 
The second story of the warehouse was also completed with a gabled roof. A porch, 
which overlooked the courtyard, was added to the second story of the house and store 
and warehouse buildings. 

The Hotel was purchased i n 1939 and the i n t e r i o r was remodeled. Sixteen bath­
rooms were incorporated into the buildings i n addition to the two public baths which 
were b u i l t i n 1917. There are presently twenty-three guest rooms. The f i r s t f l o or 
of the house serves as the managers apartment and the east downstairs porch was 
enclosed. The f i r s t f l o o r of the store building was converted i n t o a restaurant, 
but i s now used for storage space as i s the o f f i c e building. 

The i n t e r i o r has been altered i n terms of painting and the addition of p a r t i t i o n 
walls and the exterior has been repointed and wainscoated with white wash; however, 
the o r i g i n a l fabric has not been destroyed. The buildings, although i n a state of 
disrepair are essentially i n t a c t and r e t a i n the arch i t e c t u r a l features o r i g i n a l to 
the two construction phases. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Ringgold Hotel was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as a residence and store for Francois 

LaBorde, a French immigrant, about 1897. About 1917, LaBorde commissioned Leo M. J. 
Dielmann, an important San Antonio and Texas architect, to incorporate his home into 
a hotel. The hotel i s s i g n i f i c a n t not only for the excellence of i t s craftsmanship 
and d e t a i l i n g , but for i t s r e f l e c t i o n of the tastes and influences of the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley. The region has h i s t o r i c a l l y been a center of a c t i v i t y and i t s archi­
tecture has been influenced by a variety of circumstances which include the close 
geographic and c u l t u r a l relationship with Spain and Mexico, a large immigrant popu­
l a t i o n , the isolated f r o n t i e r and the climate. Several influences are evident i n the 
hotel buildings. The residence i s an adaptation of the Spanish-Mexican townhouse 
which usually faced onto the street and combined both res i d e n t i a l and business uses. 
The courtyard and f l a t roofs are also of Spanish-Mexican origins. I n response to 
the f r o n t i e r , the buildings were l a i d out i n the form of a compound which provided 
protection and privacy. The double galleries of the residence, a response to the 
hot climate, were adorned with elaborate Victorian d e t a i l s made of wood which was 
unusual because wood was scarce and costly. The regional character i s noteworthy i n 
the s t r u c t u r a l and decorative use of brick, i n both construction phases, which was 
the most readily available and least expensive material i n the area. LaBorde became 
a prominent businessman i n Rio Grande City and San Antonio as well as a large land­
owner i n Starr and surrounding counties. He owned one of the most handsome complex«5 
of buildings i n Rio Grande City. I t i s also h i s t o r i c a l l y important to note that the 
Hotel has been owned prima r i l y by only two families during the years. 

Francois LaBorde, born i n 1867 i n France was sent by his parents at the age of 
15 to Mexico to avoid m i l i t a r y conscription. He traveled with other French families, 
many of which were leaving France as a r e s u l t of the Franco-Prussion War of 1870. 
LaBorde eventually settled i n Rio Grande City, where numerous other French immigrants 
resided, and opened a general merchandising business. On March 4, 1896, he married 
Eva Marks, the daughter of Ernest Marks, who was County Clerk for many years. 

Local t r a d i t i o n relates that while LaBorde was i n France on a b r i e f v i s i t , he 
commissioned a French architect to design for him a house, incorporating his general 
merchandising store and o f f i c e . I t i s also reported that an unidentified San Antonio 
architect made monthly inspection t r i p s to supervise the construction. Research has 
f a i l e d to determine the name of either of the architects. The property, on which 
the house and store are located, consists of two l o t s on Main Street which were 
purchased i n 1896. Lot 2 was acquired from Mrs. LaBorde's mother and both l o t s 1 
and 2 were part of a larger t r a c t known as Porcion No. 80 of the former j u r i s d i c t i o n 
of Camargo, Mexico. 
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During the years, Mr. LaBorde acquired a great deal of property i n Starr, Hogg 
and Zapata Counties some of which was used for ranching. About 1913, LaBorde estab­
lished another residence i n San Antonio and founded the Tomalina M i l l i n g Company. 
LaBorde became a prominent c i t i z e n of San Antonio and Rio Grande City as he divided his 
time between the two locations. The LaBordes had f i v e children and the two g i r l s 
attended Ursuline Academy i n San Antonio. 

About 1917, during World War I , Mr. LaBorde decided to incorporate his Rio Grande 
City home into a small hotel. He eir^loyed the San Antonio architect, Leo M. J. 
Dielmann, who had constructed the Tomalina M i l l , to add a second story to the o f f i c e , 
store and rear warehouse building. I t became known as the LaBorde Hotel. 

Leo M. J. Dielmann, one of the most successful and widely known architects i n 
San Antonio and Texas, practiced architecture from 1902 u n t i l 1957 with a main o f f i c e 
at 306 E. Commerce Street i n San Antonio. Dielmann, born i n San Antonio i n 1881, was 
the son of J. C. Dielmann, a contractor and pioneer i n the building and supply busi­
ness. Dielmann attended St. Mary's College where he studied under Theodore Gentilz, 
a French a r t i s t of the late nineteenth century. He graduated i n 1898 and then attended 
a school i n Id s t e i n , Germany where he studied Architecture and Architectural Engineer­
ing. When he returned to San Antonio, he established himself as an architect i n his 
father's business and served as President of Dielmann Construction Company. Dielmann 
designed numerous residences, commercial structures and public buildings throughout 
Texas [see attached l i s t of Dielmann's work]. He was a progressive man and responsible 
for a great advance i n architecture and public improvements i n Texas. 

Mr. LaBorde died on August 11, 1917, shortly before the completion of the hotel. 
His family managed the hotel u n t i l i t was acquired by Mr. George Boyle i n 1939. Mr. 
Boyle, a Harvard graduate and geologist, changed the name to the Ringgold Hotel after 
Fort Ringgold which was established i n Rio Grande City i n 1848. He remodeled the 
i n t e r i o r to accommodate f o r t y - f i v e guests and added private baths to many of the 
rooms. During World War I I , Boyle converted the f i r s t f l o o r of the old store building 
i n t o a restaurant. I t l a t e r housed county o f f i c e s while a new courthouse was being 
constructed. The Rio Grande Herald reported at the time Boyle purchased the hotel 
that he was a keen businessman who realized that Rio Grande City had one of the 
"brightest futures of any town on the l a s t f r o n t i e r . " The newspaper e d i t o r i a l i z e d 
that since the hotel was located halfway between Laredo and Brownsville on a trans­
continental highway, i n a county seat, and i n the center of o i l f i e l d a c t i v i t y that 
there was every reason to be optimistic about the hotel's success [ j a n . 6, 1939]. 

The hotel was managed by Mr. and Mrs. William Drummond, Boyle's in-laws, u n t i l 
1953 when Boyle moved int o the hotel, opened an o f f i c e on the f i r s t f l o o r of the 
old o f f i c e building and assumed management of the hotel. Mr. Boyle owned and operated 
the hotel u n t i l l a s t year when i t was purchased by Mrs. John Sheerin whose family 
has large ranch holdings i n the area. Future plans include the restoration of the 
structure to a f i r s t - c l a s s hotel. 
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