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1. Name 
historic Shapira Ho te l 

and/or common W i l l s H o t e l 

2. Location 

> use only 

received JUN 3 ^ 1980 

date entered • street & number 2 09 N . M a d i s o n sl. not for publication 

city, town M a d i s o n v i l l e vicinity of congressional district 2nd 

state T e x a s code 0 4 8 county M a d i s o n code 313 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Sta tus Present Use 

district public occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) X private X. unoccupied commercial park 

X structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X_ yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation being considered 
no military X nth..r- Vacant 

4. Owner of Property 

name Lynne and John R. Parten 

street & number P . 0 . B o x 1 4 7 8 

city,town M a d i s o n v i l l e vicinity of state T e x a s 77 8 64 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. M a d i s o n C o u r t h o u s e 

street & number 

city, town M a d i s o n v i l l e state T e x a s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y 

date December, 1979 

has this property been determined elegible? yes ^ no 

federal x state county local 

depository for survey records T e x a s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n 

city, town A u s t i n state T e x a s 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 
good ruins x altered moved date 

X fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Shapira Hotel i s a 24 room wooden b u i l d i n g constructed about 1904 j u s t 
o f f the town square i n M a d i s o n v i l l e , a r u r a l east Texas town. A p r o v i n c i a l 
r e f l e c t i o n of the Queen Anne s t y l e , the 7,100 square f o o t s t r u c t u r e resembles 
a truncated 'H' i n plan w i t h two p a r a l l e l wings o r i e n t e d east-west, connected 
by a c e n t r a l wing o r i e n t e d north-south which houses the lobby and p a r l o r . 
B r i c k p i e r s support the ba l l o o n framed s t r u c t u r e , sheathed i n moulded lap 
s i d i n g and surmounted by a f u l l p i t c h gabled roof w i t h s i x d e c o r a t i v e l y 
shingled gable ends. E x t e r i o r w a l l s r i s e from a wide baseboard and water 
t a b l e , a d i s t i n c t i v e h o r i z o n t a l band of jigsavvn shingles between s t o r i e s 
wraps the b u i l d i n g and narrow v e r t i c a l boards d e f i n e the corners. The 
cornice c o n s i s t s of a r a k i n g closed s o f f i t w i t h moulded f a s c i a . One chimney 
and four f l u e s r i s e above the r o o f l i n e , each crowned w i t h ornamentally coursed 
bands of red b r i c k i n c o n t r a s t t o the cream colored b r i c k of the stacks. 
More than 90 double hung windows punctuate the b u i l d i n g ' s facades a l l o w i n g 
cross i ^ e n t i l a t i o n i n the warm c l i m a t e . 

A 40' g a l l e r y spans the asymmetrical east facade between two p r o j e c t i n g gabled 
wings, each of which i s pierced w i t h uncentered windows v e r t i c a l l y aligned i n 
both s t o r i e s . Jigsawn shingles i n f i l l the pedimented gable which i s broken 
by a small a t t i c window. An octagonal t u r r e t topped w i t h a t a l l bell-shaped 
roof and f i n i a l i s engaged on the corner of the sout h e r l y wing; a rectangular 
t u r r e t w i t h t e t r a h e d r a l roof and c r e s t i n g i s attached t o the corner of the 
n o r t h e r l y wing. Both t u r r e t s r i s e three s t o r i e s w i t h windows i n each facet 
of a l l three s t o r i e s . O r i g i n a l l y the porch was two s t o r y , supported by 
slender turned and scalloped columns which were i n f i l l e d w i t h bobbin work 
spandrels and balustrades of turned spindles. A balustraded f l i g h t of s t a i r s 
at e i t h e r end ascended the wooden porch which has been replaced by a concrete 
slab and s t a i r s . Two entrances give access t o the i n t e r i o r ; the main entrance 
at the southern end of the facade, c o n s i s t s of two panel doors w i t h beveled 
glass and transom. Four windows on each f l o o r complete the facade which i s 
s urmounted w i t h a large windowless gable flanked by a dormer on each side, 
a l l trimmed w i t h decorative shingles. 

Three major bays comprise the south facade; the center bay p r o j e c t s forward 
forming a minor wing topped w i t h a shingled, windowed gable. The octagonal 
t u r r e t anchors the west end of the facade. O r i g i n a l l y the east end supported 
a porch which has been enclosed i n t o a room, and a g a l l e r y , now removed. 
Windows ali g n e d on both s t o r i e s p ierce each bay and a double door w i t h transom 
t h a t o r i g i n a l l y gave access t o the west end g a l l e r y has been converted t o 
windows. The n o r t h facade i s marked w i t h the squared t u r r e t and a s l i g h t l y 
p r o j e c t i n g bay w i t h a shingled, windowed gable. Double hung windows i n 
sin g l e s and p a i r s p i e r c e the w a l l s . 

A large 'U' shaped c o u r t enclosed by the three major wings of the h o t e l 
dominates the west facade. Facing the c o u r t and wrapping around t o the west 
end of the so u t h e r l y wing i s a continuous wooden balustraded porch and g a l l e r y , 
though p o r t i o n s of the balustrade and g a l l e r y have been removed. An e x t e r i o r 
stairway along the rear w a l l of the cour t provides access between porch and 
g a l l e r y onto which doors and windows of the h o t e l ' s bedrooms open. The 
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southern wing i s terminated w i t h a hipped ro o f (the only h i p on the b u i l d i n g ) 
w hile the northem wing i s topped w i t h an unadorned windowed gable. 

A r a t h e r complex f l o o r p l a n separates the service areas from the guest rooms 
and also the p u b l i c and p r i v a t e areas. The k i t c h e n , ballroom, and d i n i n g 
room are housed on the f i r s t f l o o r of the south wing w i t h the p a r l o r and 
s t a i r h a l l contained i n the connecting wing. Both f l o o r s of the n o r t h wing 
and the remainder of the second f l o o r are d i v i d e d i n t o guest rooms. Pine 
i s used throughout the i n t e r i o r w i t h 4" matched f l o o r i n g on the f i r s t f l o o r 
and 6" on the second f l o o r . Ship-lap w a l l s and c e i l i n g s are papered through­
out except f o r the k i t c h e n , h a l l s , and c l o s e t s which are beaded board. A 
h e a v i l y moulded baseboard i s used i n the d i n i n g room; a l l other rooms are 
wainscoted. Moulding w i t h carved corner blocks accentuates doors and windows, 
The second f l o o r i s reached by a prominent s t a i r c a s e which i s adorned w i t h 
large carved newels and turned b a l u s t e r s and ascends the second f l o o r w i t h 
a f u l l t u r n and l a n d i n g . The bannister r e t u r n s a t the head of the s t a i r s 
and wraps the open s t a i r w e l l . Other decorative features include a p a r l o r 
f i r e p l a c e w i t h l a r g e mantle, moulded b r i c k p i l a s t e r s and c o r n i c e , and turned 
and fretsawn spandrels which span the entrances t o the octagonal t u r r e t 
rooms. O r i g i n a l l y the h o t e l was l i g h t e d w i t h piped gas; f i x t u r e s are s t i l l 
i n t a c t i n the t h i r d s t o r y of the t u r r e t s which u n l i k e the r e s t of the a t t i c , 
are f i n i s h e d . At l e a s t three bathrooms were b u i l t i n the h o t e l ; several more 
added i n recent times. 

Through the years, the h o t e l has undergone several changes which covered the 
clapboard s i d i n g w i t h asbestos s h i n g l e s , replaced the wooden shingle roof 
w i t h composite s h i n g l e s , and a l t e r e d the porches. Present owners have 
begun operations t o r e t u r n the b u i l d i n g t o i t s o r i g i n a l use as a h o t e l , 
r e s t a u r a n t , and s o c i a l center, r e s t o r i n g i t t o i t s o r i g i n a l appearance as 
shown i n the photographs. 



8. Signifficance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X, architecture 
art 

J? commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1 9 0 4 Builder/Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

An unusual example of a n e a r l y vanished class of American p u b l i c b u i l d i n g , 
the small town h o t e l , the Shapira was the only f a c i l i t y of i t s kind i n 
t h i s p r i m a r i l y r u r a l region of east Texas. I n a d d i t i o n t o p r o v i d i n g ac­
comodations f o r t r a v e l e r s and businessmen, the h o t e l was the s o c i a l center 
of the small ranching and farming community, second only t o the courthouse 
i n l o c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . Polychromatic bands of shi n g l e s , t u r r e t e d rooms, 
and broad verandas c o n t r i b u t e d t o the h o t e l ' s v i s u a l prominence while the 
elegant s u i t e s and p u b l i c spaces assured i t s eminence duri n g an,era when 
t r a v e l was congenial and v i s i t s prolonged. At the time of i t s completion 
i n 19(34, the Shapira was one of the most l a v i s h b u i l d i n g s i n the reg i o n , 
a t t r a c t i n g drummers, wealthy ranchers, and oilmen w i t h i t s modern con­
veniences and gracious s e r v i c e . I t functioned continuously as a h o t e l 
and i n t e g r a l p a r t of the community u n t i l i t s c l o s i n g i n 1974. 

The Reconstruction era brought a new wave of displaced s e t t l e r s i n t o the 
area and i t was a t t h i s time t h a t M a d i s o n v i l l e began t o prosper and emerge 
as the commercial center f o r Madison and surrounding counties. During t h i s 
p e r iod Jake and Sarah Shapira, a Russian^Jewish immigrant couple, a r r i v e d 
i n M a d i s o n v i l l e and es t a b l i s h e d a mer c a n t i l e business on the town square. 
Generously h o s p i t a b l e , the Shapiras opened t h e i r home as a boarding house 
which soon became popular w i t h the drummers^ or t r a v e l i n g salesmen, whose 
v i s i t s became i n c r e a s i n g l y frequent w i t h the growing pop u l a t i o n . By the 
t u r n - o f the century the Shapiras had achieved personal p r o s p e r i t y , but i n 
1903 Jake di e d , l e a v i n g Sarah t o r a i s e t h e i r four c h i l d r e n . Soon a f t e r , 
the f a m i l y home, then known as the Shapira H o t e l , burned t o the ground. 
Despite such setbacks, Sarah el e c t e d t o remain i n M a d i s o n v i l l e , where the 
economic f u t u r e was more o p t i m i s t i c than ever. Cotton production i n the 
county continued t o grow, the r a i l r o a d had been surveyed and was soon t o 
reach M a d i s o n v i l l e , and a new F i r s t N a t i o n a l Bank was under c o n s t r u c t i o n 
j u s t two doors down from the h o t e l s i t e on North Madison S t r e e t . 

I n 1904 the new Shapira Hotel opened on the s i t e of the o r i g i n a l one, pro­
v i d i n g overnight accomodations f o r salesmen and t r a v e l e r s and a s o c i a l 
center w i t h d i n i n g and entertainment f a c i l i t i e s f o r farmers, ranchers, 
townspeople, and l a t e r , oilmen. Though b u i l t i n the t w e n t i e t h century, 
the new s t r u c t u r e was a statement of V i c t o r i a n c o n s t r u c t i o n techniques 
and s t y l i s t i c ornament. I t ' s b a l l o o n frame form incorporated porches, 
t u r r e t s and a m u l t i - g a b l e d roof and u t i l i z e d turned b a l u s t e r s and slender 
columns, turned and jig-sawn gingerbread d e t a i l i n g , and h o r i z o n t a l bands 
of elaborate f i s h - s c a l e s h i n g l i n g f o r decorative enhancement. This new 
v i s u a l landmark was run i n much the same manner as i t s predecessor. 
Guests were t r e a t e d as f a m i l y d u r i n g t h e i r stay and Sarah, c o n t i n u i n g t o 
d i s p l a y her cooking t a l e n t s , served meals on a larg e oak t a b l e which 
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seated 26. She was able t o r a i s e her c h i l d r e n and maintain the fam i l y ' s 
r e p u t a t i o n f o r excellence u n t i l 1922 when the d e c i s i o n was made t o move 
t o Crockett where one of her sons had purchased a h o t e l on the square. 

For the next few years the h o t e l was leased. Sarah Shapira died i n 1926 
and the h o t e l was sold t o Clara W i l l s i n 1928. I n the mid 1930's the 
s t r u c t u r e underwent a major renovation i n which porches were a l t e r e d and 
the o r i g i n a l wood s i d i n g was covered w i t h p r o t e c t i v e shingles. Mrs. W i l l s 
continued t o operate the h o t e l as such u n t i l 1974 and reside i n the b u i l d i n g 
u n t i l 1978. Although the p h y s i c a l appearance of the h o t e l was changed 
considerably i n the 30's, the a l t e r a t i o n s are r e v e r s i b l e and i t i s the 
i n t e n t of present owners, Lynne and John R. Parten, t o r e s t o r e the b u i l d i n g 
t o i t s former appearance and f u n c t i o n as a s o c i a l center f o r the community. 
To date, the foundation has been s t a b i l i z e d and the porches have been 
repaired except f o r the t r i m . A m a j o r i t y of the asbestos s i d i n g has 
been removed ( a l l of t h a t on the lower l e v e l ) and the ground f l o o r windows 
have a l l been r e b u i l t . C u r r e n t l y the roof i s being replaced w i t h one of 
standing seam t i n , chosen over wood shingles by the owner f o r f i r e safety 
considerations. I n t e r i o r work has not yet begun. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
M a d i s o n v i l l e Meteor, Dec. 6, 1921, p . l . 
I n t e r v i e w s : Maj. J. R. Parten (age 84), 8/27/79. 

John D. House (age 101), 9/1/79.  
Mrs. Hopi Randolph (age 92), 9/11/79,  
Mrs. C. L. Loud (aae 7 2 ) . 9/11/79. 

10. Geographical Data UTM NOT eiFlEP 
Acreage of nominated property l e s s t h a n o n e 

Quadrangle name M a d i s o n v i l l e , T e x a s A C R E A G E N O T V E R i F f E D * rangle scale 1:24000 
UMT References 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See Continuation Sheet. 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Wm. Keeton Turner. Research Assoc ia t e /L inda C. F l o r y , H i s t o r i a n 

organization Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission date January 24, 1980 

street & number p , 0 . B o x 5 6 9 3 telephone 4 7 8 - 3 8 4 5 

city or town Au s t i n state T e x a s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state ^ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Na/ 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Natiopa I 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritar^ 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

onal Historic Pres$!r 
Reg 

ati 

t of 1966 (Public Law 89-
as been evaluated 
n Service. 

title State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r jjate June 16, 198 0 

For HCRS use only 
i hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: ^^^tCJi y^ldlU/ 

date 

date fjsjf^) 
Chiuf ef fieyistratiun 

G P O 938 8 3 5 
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Beginning at a p o i n t N. 25 W. 449 f e e t from the Southeast corner of Block 
NO. 4 i n said town of M a d i s o n v i l l e , Texas, as shown by the o r i g i n a l plan 
and p l a t of said town, said p o i n t being i n the East l i n e of Block No. 24 
and i n the West l i n e of Madison SUreet (f o r m e r l y known as Bedias Street) 
and now known as North Madison S t r e e t . 

Thence N 25 W w i t h the said East l i n e of said Block No. 24, 31 f e e t t o the 
Northeast corner of said block, c o n t i n u i n g same course w i t h the East l i n e 
of said t r a c t conveyed by R. Lessing t o Jacob Shapira and the West l i n e 
of said s t r e e t , a t o t a l distance of 128 f e e t f o r the East l i n e of the 
land herein conveyed, stake f o r corner. 

Thence S 65 W220 f e e t t o the West l i n e of the said t r a c t of land so con­
veyed by R. Lessing t o Jacob Shapira, stake f o r corner. 

Thence w i t h the West l i n e of said t r a c t 97 f e e t t o i t s Southwest corner, 
same p o i n t being the Northwest corner of said Block No. 24 i n said town 
of M a d i s o n v i l l e , and c o n t i n u i n g same course w i t h the West l i n e of said 
Block No. 24, a distance of 31 f e e t , making a t o t a l distance of 128 f e e t 
f o r the West l i n e of the land hereby conveyed, stake f o r corner. 

Thence N 65 E 220 f e e t t o the said East l i n e of said Block No. 24, t o the 
Place of Beginning, hereby conveying a s t r i p of land 31 f e e t wide o f f the 
South side of the t r a c t so conveyed by R. Lessing t o Jacob Shapira. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered 

Name 

Foster House 

Location 

Navasota v i c i n i t y 
Grimes County 

Xlcenes Chapel San Antonio 
Bexar County 

Methodist Church Concord Carthage v i c i n i t y 
Panola County 

Ro^ers-DruEimond House Mount Veimon v i c i n i t y 
Franklin County 

Shanira Hotel Madisonville 
Madison County 

Also Notified 

Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable Lloyd Bentsen 
Honorable Charles Wilson 
Honorable Henry B. Gonzalez 
Honorable Sam B. H a l l , Jr. 

NR Byers/mjd 9/24/80 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l 

Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


