
Form No. 10-300 , ^0-•'*^ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED NOV ^anin 

DATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

Q N A M E 
HISTORIC 

Haden House 
AND/OR COMMON 

HLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 603 W e s t Bonham S t r e e t 

—NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 
L a d o n i a 

VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
1 

STATE CODE 

T e x a s 048 
COUNTY 

F a n n i n 
CODE 

147 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

-j{BUILDING(S) 

— STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

XPRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
X—OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES: RESTRICTED 

X 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENTUSE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL ^-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY —OTHER: 

[OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mr. and Mrs. Van Daugherty 
STREET & NUMBER 

603 West Bonham S t r e e t 
CITY. TOWN 

L o d o n i Q 
VICINITY OF 

STATE 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Fannin County Courthouse 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC 

STREET& NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
Bonham e x a s 75418 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y and Recorded Texas Landmark 

—FEDERAL X_STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
CITY. TOWN 

BOY 12276, Austin 

STATE 

Texas 70711 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION 

—EXCELLENT 

^ G O O D 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

^UNALTERED 

—ALTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Ladonia's two-story Haden House, b u i l t f o r prominent merchant 
J.B. Haden i s a m e t i c u l o u s l y maintained example of Eastlake 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t s i n v e n t i v e l y conceived and s k i l l f u l l y executed 
gingerbread woodwork, and i r r e g u l a r r o o f l i n e , r e s u l t i n g from 
i t s asymmetrical s t r u c t u r a l arrangement, give the cypress man­
sion set on bo i s ' de arc posts an exuberant and m u l t i - f a c e t e d 
q u a l i t y . 

These c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s are e s p e c i a l l y displaye'd on the noi'th ' - "'-
facade which boasts a domin&'ting, o f f center tower, an imposing 
gable i n t e r s e c t i n g the asbestos r o o f , a small balcony tucked 
between these, and an i n v i t i n g gabled porch e n t i r e l y spanning 
the n o r t h e l e v a t i o n and p a r t i a l l y enwrapping the east facade. 
Resembling f i l i g r e e , a r i c h v a r i e t y of f i s h scaled, spindled, 
beaded, cut-o u t , geometric and checkerboard-inspired decorative 
d e t a i l has been used t o embellish the shingles, bargeboards, 
k i n g post, brackets, and f r i e z e s of these s t r u c t u r a l elements. 
F i r s t and second f l o o r windows are one-over-one sash types, 
w h i l e twelve-over-one stained glass windows h i g h l i g h t the tower. 

The three other e l e v a t i o n s , though simpler s t r u c t u r a l l y , are no 
less elaborate i n d e t a i l . A f i n ^ -«̂ ieW 6f the pOJ^ch and towe± can 
be found on the east p o r t i o n o f the Haden House, as w e l l as another 
i n t e r s e c t i n g r o o f gable, matching an i d e n t i c a l one found on the 
west facade, surmounting a d i s t i n c t i v e bay. The south e l e v a t i o n 
i s s i m i l a r l y gabled w i t h a small enclosed porch extending from the 
main body o f the house. W i t h i n t h i s porch can s t i l l be found the 
o r i g i n a l w e l l bucket and p u l l e y , and standing adjacent t o i t out­
side i s the o r i g i n a l water tower. 

The i n t e r i o r of the Haden House i s equa l l y impressive as the 
e x t e r i o r , and i s reached through a b e a u t i f u l l y carved door, t r a n -
somed i n stained and beveled glass. I n s i d e can be seen the f i n e l y 
c r a f t e d pine woodwork, s t i l l unpainted, t h a t r e f l e c t s the German 
background of the house's b u i l d e r s M a r t i n and Krause. Also d i s ­
played i s an e x c e p t i o n a l l y preserved and complete c o l l e c t i o n of 
Eastlake f u r n i s h i n g s and appointments, many of which were p a r t of 
the Haden household i n 1894i i i • " 

The f l o o r plan, arranged i n the t y p i c a l l y V i c t o r i a n asymmetrical 
s t y l e , c o n s i s t s o f : the e n t r y foyer, c e n t r a l h a l l , p a r l o u r , k i t c h e n , 
d i n i n g room, maid's q u a r t e r s , two bedrooms, and a back porch down­
s t a i r s ; and three bedrooms, and a bath u p s t a i r s . Access t o t h i s i s 
reached by a handsome s t a i r c a s e o f i n t r i c a t e l y carved b a l l u s t e r s 
and newel posts. Other exceptional examples of the ornate woodwork 
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include an elaborate t r a c e r y valance between the e n t r y foyer and 
c e n t r a l h a l l , and two f i r s t f l o o r m i r r o r e d f i r e p l a c e s , massively 
fashioned and accented w i t h d e t a i l e d what-not shelves. 

Chairs, d i n i n g and occasional t a b l e s , c a b i n e t r y , and bedroom s u i t e s 
have been c r a f t e d of r i c h woods and f a b r i c s i n a great v a r i e t y . Com­
plementing these antique pieces are c a r p e t i n g , many hanging, w a l l 
and t a b l e l i g h t i n g f i x t u r e s , p a i n t i n g s and decorative accessories 
of the t u r n o f the century p e r i o d . 

The house appears p r e s e n t l y t o need only a l i t t l e cosmetic surgery. 
I n the 1960s when i t was put on the market by the l a s t Haden t o 
l i v e there, along w i t h many of the f a m i l y ' s personal belongings, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Cook o f Dallas purchased i t . B a s i c a l l y l e f t 
the way i t had been, the gingerbread was saved and res t o r e d , and 
the e x t e r i o r painted yellow w i t h white t r i m t o prevent f u r t h e r 
p i t t i n g of the f i n e woodwork. I n s i d e r e d e c o r a t i o n p r i m a r i l y con­
s i s t e d o f updating the k i t c h e n w i t h modern conveniences. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Late 19th Century V i c t o r i a n taste equated beauty and elegance with 
ornament so i t i s not surprising that prominent Ladonia merchant 
J.B. Haden b u i l t his imposing mansion i n the Eastlake s t y l e , one 
that would have appropriately r e f l e c t e d his high community stand­
ing i n 1894. Constructed by l o c a l craftsmem Martin and Krause, 
whose German background can be seen i n the f i n e l y executed exterior 
and i n t e r i o r woodwork, the Haden House i s as impressive now as i t 
must have seemed then, and i s an important contribution to Fannin 
County's r i c h a r c h i t e c t u r a l heritage. S t i l l containing most of 
the Haden family's o r i g i n a l and exquisite furnishings, the fin e 
Eastlake Victor i a n house continues to be used as a family residence. 

J.B. Haden was born i n Missouri i n 1859, moved to Ladonia i n 1869, 
^nd began his successful business careen ais a clerk i n 1880. Within 
. .two. years he had opened his own general store, which quickly proved 
p r o f i t a b l e , and had married Elizabeth Holderness. The couple sub­
sequently had four sons; W i l l , Charlie, Joe and Maurice. 
-•./•.- ~. T- I . : 1. . • J »-•'.'-:'^ >>•: < îi'T i s '. '.f.'Zt '."i: I I'J S l 

A local biographical sketch made of Haden i n 1889 characterized 
him as a good Baptist, an excellent businessman, and extremely 
charitable to the needy, a l l q u a l i t i e s that made him an outstanding 
Ladonia c i t i z e n . He was, i n addition, a l i t e r a r y i n d i v i d u a l , w r i t i n g 
a lo c a l news colvimn f o r many years which chronicled l i f e i n Ladonia, 
copies of which can s t i l l be found i n the l i b r a r y of the Haden House. 

He b u i l t his magnificent residence i n 1894. Concerning i t s construction 
there i s an i n t e r e s t i n g piece of family lore regarding some local 
espionage. While i t was being b u i l t , the plans and blueprints f o r 
the house were locked up each evening, u n t i l one day they were dis­
covered missing. They reappeared three days l a t e r , the mystery solved 
when a f t e r several months had passed, and not fa r away a house was 
being erected along suspiciously s i m i l a r l i n e s . 

J.B. Haden died i n 1953, three years a f t e r his wife's death, and 
t h e i r son Maurice continued to occupy the house u n t i l 1963, then 
pu t t i n g i t on the market. I t was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Cook of Dallas, who recognized the value of both i t s e x t erior bea­
uty as wel l as the q u a l i t y of i t s fine furnishings. Although some 



IMAJORBIBUOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ o r -
i c a l Markers . 
Fannin County Deed Records.  
Souvenirs of Texas, published 1889.  

"Ladonia News," J u l y 12, 1946.  
Inter v i e w s w i t h Mrs. Robert Cook; Mrs. J.B. Haden, J r . ; and Mr. and  
Mrs. Van Daugherty. 

IGEOGRAPHICAL DA*^ 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY. 

UTM REFERENCES 

a c r e s 

^ . ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

'̂̂ M '̂ cLU I I • I • • I I . I . I . , I 

B L ^ I I • I • • I I • I • I • . I 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING  

D L J I I . I . • I I . I • I . • i 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Haden House s i t s on a corn.e:^ ̂  lojt; N.E. Block 44; f a c i n g n o r t h 
on Bonham S t r e e t and east on College S t r e e t . 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

[FORM PREPARED BY 
'^^'^lifs^f Joe Welch, Chairman o f Fannin County H i s t o r i c a l Commission, 11/78; 
oRGA^̂ Tio'iii" Hofnor , Rosearch Assistant,—Texas H i s t o r j ^ ^ l Commission, 9/4/79 

STREETS. NUMBER 

Drawer 338; Box 12276 
TELEPHONE 

(214), 583-8042; (512) 475-3094 
CITY OR TOWN 

Bonham 75418; Austin 78711 
STATE 

[STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Pr^<Mv3tion Act of 1966 (Ppbjic Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and cert i fy/ l |at it has lieen evalu/tegT^ccQi^tfTg to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC P R E S E R V A V I O N OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE s t a t e H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r September 4, 197< 
FDR NPS USE ONLY 

i HEREBY CERTIFY THATTHIS PROPeRT^^iS (NCLUDBDiN THE NA.TIONALREGISTER. 

GY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
DATE I r t 

MrVPlN Oh I H b N A I i U N A L 

r. I GPO 892- 453 



FHR-8-300A 
(11/78) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

FOR HCRS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED HUV £. ii 

DATE ENTERED 

CONTI N U A T I O N SHEET ITEM NUMBER 
-8-

PAGE 

e x t e r i o r and i n t e r i o r renovation work was done by the couple, 
the Haden House was l e f t almost e x a c t l y the same as when i t was 
occupied by the Hadens, a t r a d i t i o n i t s present owners, Mr. and 
Mrs. Van Daugherty have continued. 

Both i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l design, almost a v i s u a l catalogue of East-
lake s t r u c t u r a l and ornamental elements, and i t s r i c h l y decorated 
i n t e r i o r , a v e r i t a b l e museum o f V i c t o r i a n f u r n i s h i n g s , appointments 
and a r t o b j e c t s , q u a l i f y the Haden as a showplace, a designation i t 
deserved when J.B. Haden f i r s t b u i l t i t i n 1894 and a d i s t i n c t i o n 
i t continues t o h o l d today. 
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