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1. Name 

SEPSOra 

T h o m a s o n - S c o t t H o u s e 
historic 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number ^ m i l e w e s t o f i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Huiy 5 1 & F m g 2 2 not for publication 

E r a 
city, town vicinity of congressional district 17 

state T e x a s code 0 4 8 county C o o k e code 0 9 7 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public ?i occupied agriculture museum 
25 bulldlng(s) _x private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational y private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object In process y Y^s: restricted government scientific 

t>elng considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
„ame * ^ r s . G l e n n I . S c o t t 

street & number P . O . B o x 96 

city, town ^ vicinity of state T e x a s 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. ^ o o k e C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

street & number 
C a l i f o r n i a S t r e e t 

city, town G a i n e s v i l l e state T e x a s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Recorded Texas Historic Landmarkhas this property been determined elegible? . _ yes ^ no 

date 
1978 

federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records 
T e x a s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n 

city, town A u s t i n 
state T e x a s 



7. Description 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered JL original site 

X good ruins x altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Descr ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The Thomason-Scott House i s a late Victorian cottage with Queen Anne/East-
lake d e t a i l i n g . The one story frame structure i s irreg u l a r in fenestration 
and plan, but i s basically two rooms wide and three deep; i t i s ty p i c a l 
of houses i l l u s t r a t e d i n turn of the century arch i t e c t u r a l pattern books. 
lAihile the structure has had minor additions, the o r i g i n a l house and i t s 
archi t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g remain substantially undisturbed. 

The entrance (north) front of the house consists of a center front door 
and side window, both sheltered by the front porch, and a double window 
with hood supported by triangular Eastlake brackets on the shallow northeast 
e l l . The hip roof of the porch i s supported by turned posts with fan-like 
brackets; a small l a t e r a l gable with fishscale shingles defines the entrance. 
The posts are joined by a Chinese Chippendale balustrade, unusual for the area 
The larger l a t e r a l gable over the double window features octagonal fishscale 
shingles; i t s vergeboard has bullseye corner blocks and beaded boards simi
l a r to architraves found inside the house. The structure i s covered by 
bevel siding and a large hip roof with gables; a small plain balustrade 
runs east-west along the ridge of the roof. 

The east side of the house has irregular fenestration and the roof i s bro
ken by two l a t e r a l gables similar to that on the north f r o n t . The porch too 
i s similar in de t a i l i n g to that on the entrance facade, although large 
sections were f i l l e d in t h i r t y years ago. The west side of the house has 
has three bays and one l a t e r a l gable, while the rear (south) side of the 
house, o r i g i n a l l y a porch, has also been p a r t i a l l y i n f i l l e d . oar' 

The n o r t h ( f r o n t ) door has heavy E a s t l a k e d e t a i l i n g and b e v e l e d g l a s s , 
and l e a d s i n t o t h e e n t r a n c e h a l l . I n t e r i o r doors have t ransomes and t h e 
t y p e o f c o r n e r b l o c k s and beaded a r c h i t r a v e s found on t h e ve rgeboa rds o f 
t h e e x t e r i o r l a t e r a l g a b l e s . Bronze hardware i s used t h r o u g h o u t t he f r o n t 
p o r t i o n o f t h e house . No tewor thy i n t e r i o r f e a t u r e s i n c l u d e two s e t s o f 
9 ' s l i d i n g wood doors (one surmounted by d e c o r a t i v e l a t t i c e w o r k ) ; two 
e l a b o r a t e p e r i o d m a n t e l p i e c e s ; a b u i l t - i n c h i n a c a b i n e t i n t he o r i o i n a l 
d i n i n g ( c e n t e r wes t ) room; and a r a i s e d med i c i ne c h e s t i n t h e c e n t e r . e a s t 
bedroom f o r t h e s u p p l i e s o f t h e s t r u c t u r e ' s f i r s t o c c u p a n t , a d o c t o r . The 
s t a i n e d g l a s s back door and t h e b u l k o f t h e p e r i o d l i g h t i n g f i x t u r e s i n 
t h e house have been added r e c e n t l y ; i n f i l l i n g o f t h e po rches occureed 
a b o u t 1 9 4 8 a n d a f t e r 1 9 7 4 . As i s e v i d e n t i n a c o m p a r i s o n o f t h e p h o t o s , o t h e r 
a l t e r a t i o n s i n c l u d e c o v e r i n g t h e wood s h i n g l e s , r e m o v a l o f t h e ch imneys i n 1948 and 
t h e b r i c k s used t o c o n s t r u c t t h e b r i c k and i r o n p o r c h e s , change i n p a i n t c o l o r s , and 
s i m p l i f i c a t i o n o f t h e r o o f c r e s t i n g . R e p l a c i n g t h e chiznneys i s t h e o n l y change p roposed 
a t p r e s e n t , b u t a l l t h e s e a l t e r a t i o n s w o u l d seem t o be r e v e r s i b l e . 

Of s ix known outbui ldings, only the smokehouse and barn survive. They should be considered 
as contr ibut ing to the s ignif icance of the s i t e . 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_X_1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture _ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates 1894 BuilderArchfteet- G e o r g e B r u m b a u g h 

Statement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The Thomason-Scott House i s a good example of the 
cottage once prevalent i n Texas towns, and, while 
minor additions, the 1894 building remains largely unaltered and well 
preserved. I t has been of significance i n the v i l l a g e of Era since 
construction, and i s now the most prominent Victorian building surviving 
in that community. The Thomason-Scott House i s also noteworthy as 
home of Judge Robert Ewing Thomason, eminent l e g i s l a t o r and j u r i s t 

type of late Victorian 
the structure has had 

i t s 

the 

The house was constructed for Dr. Benjamin Richard Thomason and his second 
wife, Mary lYlaupin Thomason. Dr. Thomason, formerly a resident of Bedford 
County, Tennessee, had come to the town of Era shortly a f t e r i t s founding 
is 1878, and he was the f i r s t physician in that part of the county. The 
builder of the Thomason House was George Brumbaugh who, according to t r a d i 
t i o n , was sent by his family as a young man to Europe to study medicine 
but instead took up carpentry. The structure doubled as home for Dr. and 
firs. Thomason and t h e i r f i v e children, and as Dr. Thomason's o f f i c e . After 
the doctor's death in 19D9, his widow sold the house. I t became tha home 
of HOr. and l»lrs, Lester August Scott in 1948, and i t i s now owned by the 
Scotts' son and daughter-in-law, who have worked for six years on a restor-
ation/ren ovation of the house. 

- — " " w w w - . . ' ' — - , W ^ U U I W -3 <-> 

of POr. and l»lrs, Lester August Scott in 19 
Scotts' son and daughter-in-law, who have 
ation/ren ovation of the house. 

Judge Thomason's daughter, Mrs. Isabelle Thomason Dechard, i s a former 
president of the Dallas County Heritage Society, and has long been i n t e r 
ested in h i s t o r i c preservation. Noting the significance of her grandfather's 
home as representative of i t s date and locale, Pflrs. Dechard further remarked 
" I t i s remarkable that no major a l t e r a t i o n s have been made to the house in 
i t s eighty-five years... I t seems f i t t i n g that the Thomason-Scott House be 
recognized as a material witness to the character of the ci t i z e n r y of the 
community past and present." 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Robert Ewing Thomason, Thomason, The Autobiography of s Federal Judge 

(El Pasoj Western Press, 1971") 
Ida S h e r r i l l , "Application for an O f f i c i a l Texas Hi s t o r i c a l marker; The 

Thomason-Scott House, Era, Texas" (ms), 1979 
Isabelle Thnmasnn Pachagd te tho Toxao Mtoteg h 1Q70 
10. Geographical Data 

—w:^ Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name 

UMT References 

a c r e s UTM NOT VERIFIED 
Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 4 0 0 U 
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Verbal boundary description and justif ication 4 S/S a c r e s o u t o f t h e Ramon T r e v i n o S u r v e y 
A b s t r a c t N o . 1017 and t h e A .U I . N o b l e S u r v e y A b s t r a c t N o . 797 s i t u a t e d i n t h e 
t o w n o f E r a i n Cooke C o u n t y , T e x a s , a n d more f u l l y d e s c r i b e d as f o l l o w s : 
B e g i n n i n g i n t h e O e c a u t e r Road on t h e w e s t l i n e o f t h e s i x a c r e t r a c t ( c o n t i n u e d 

Lis t a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title P e t e r F l a g g W a x s o n , P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r a n d I r a . S h e r r i l l , G a i n e s v i l l e 

organization ^ ^ i c t o r i a n S o c i e t y i n A m e r i c a , T x . C ^ g ^ t e r 

street & number 
713 Graham P l a c e 

telephone 

9 J u l y 1980 

( 5 1 2 ) GR4-4589 

city or town 
A u s t i n 

state) 
T e x a s 

12. State Historic Preservation (fffice pr Cer^ilic tion 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: IT" u J / 

national state local ( | / 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Histon<^reserv' atioi<Abt of 1966 (PubllV Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In the National Register and certify thatHf has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer date 1980 

For HCRS use only 
I h^eby certify that this property Is Included in the National Register 

kiieper o 

Attest: 

1/ .•A date 

date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 938 8 3 5 
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IHev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF fflSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED JUL 2 8 1980 

DATE ENTERED 

10 4 
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 

conveyed by J.W. Lindsay to D.C. Allen et a l , trustees, by deed February 
1, 1877, recorded i n Vol. 14, page 122 of Deed Records of Cooke County, 
Texas and at the Northeast corner of the 1 acre t r a c t conveyed by 
L.F. Jones to B.R. Thomason by deed dated January 7, 1882, and recorded 
in Vol. 23, page 203 of said Deed Records; 

Thence Ulest 230.56 feet to the northwest corner of said 1 acre conveyed 
by Jones to Thomason; 
Thence South 416.57 feet to center of a l l e y ; 
Thence East with center of alley 531 feet to the southwest corner of the 
l o t conveyed by the Era A.F. & A.iri. Lodge to T.E. WcFadden by deed dated 
February 26, 1918, recorded i n Vol. 127, page 475 of said Deed Records; 
Thence North 322 feet to the northeast corner of the l o t conveyed by 
the said Lodge to WcFedden; 
Thence West 256 feet to the southwest corner of what was formerly known 
as Dr. Thomason's o f f i c e l o t ; 
Thence North 101 feet to the northwest corner of said o f f i c e l o t i n 
Decatur Road; 
Thence 41.46 feet west to the place of beginning. 
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EKTKIES IN THE NATIONPX REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered S£P 3D mo 

Name 

Bartlett Conmercial Historic District 

Thomason-Scott House 

- • • . 

Location 

Bartlett 

Bell and WllllaiBson Counties 

Era 
Cooke County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Lloyd Bentsen 
Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable Janes H. Leath 
Honorable Charles W. Stenholia 

NR Byers/js 10/21/80 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latiner 
Ezecutive Director 
Texas State Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401, 



436 

of BafcsMntatiwas 
D.C. 20S15 

\6 

ocr «• BD u -rî * 

Mr. Steziholm 

Audc you for your inquiry of ffmiti—t'nir 30, 19ti0, oouceming the 
—ilnnl I r of \3m TlMwriB ffHi t t House, Ceofce Coaaty, Tvacas, to 
fdMi fffttfiwf 1 Bafister of Historic Pli 

plattMd to iaforiB you that ths 
i a tlM Hatlonal Register on SaptwAter 30, 19S0. » • 

a iM—luMm aldak Ommerihm tfea 

I f va «M» IM of farl^M aaalataaea to you, plaase let c» 
your intarest in tha historic preservation 

Barltagra CMuaatyitloa aad taarawttma Saxvicc. 

Slacarely, 

MARGARET G. MAGUIRE 
Chria Tharral Dalaporte 

Y Director 

EaalMrare 

cc: Mr. Truett Latimer, SHPO, Austin, Texas 78711 ) w/c of inc. 

bcc: Director's Reading F i l e 
CL / FHR-CL 
FHR-Limipkin 
Associate Director f o r Cultural Programs-Moore 
Deputy Associate Director f o r Cultural Programs 
NR-Reading F i l e ) 
NR-Sheffield ) 

FHR:S Sheffield:mc:10/14/80:343-6401 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NR 

TEXAS-Cooke County 



• C H A R L E S W. S T E N H O L M DISTRICT orriMS: 
I7TH DtSTHICT f . O . Box 192 

T E X A S STAMFOHO. TtXAS 79S5S 
(915) 77S-3823 

W A S H I N G T O N O F F I C E -

1610 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILOINO K U U I l U I C S S U l I I J C V t t 1 l U 1^ U 8 3 ' I I ^ S P.O.BOXllOI 
WASHINGTON. D C. 2051S A » I L E N » . TexAS 79604 

(ao2,225-660, Ĵ ouflt oi ̂ tpttitnmiiiti <9is,«w22, 
COMMITTEEŜ  

ASRICULTUR 
POST OFFICE AND CIVIL SERVICE 

Consre£{£f of t^e Winittt} ^tatti 

AGRICULTURE JSaafifjington, 3S.C 20515 

September 30, 1980 

Mr. Chris T. Delaporte 
Heritage Conservation and 

Recreation Service 
Pension Building 
440 G. Street 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Delaporte: 

On July 18, the State Review Board of the Texas H i s t o r i c a l Coimnission 
submitted f i n a l nomination to:the Department of I n t e r i o r for the 
Thomason-Scott House to be granted the designation of National Re
gister. 

As th i s h i s t o r i c home i s located i n Cooke County i n the 17th Dis
t r i c t of Texas, I would l i k e to express my personal interest i n 
this matter and to also ask for a review of the application's pro
gress . 

Thank you for giving t h i s request your prompt attention and, with 
best wishes, I remain 

Charles W. Stenholm 
Member of Congress 

CWS/jmc 


