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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on two city blocks almost flush with the street at the corner of 3rd St. and
Ave. H (now Hwy. 281), two blocks from Main St., this two-story hip-roofed brick hotel
with full-length double front gallery contained at least one rather unusual detail for
a Texas structure in the 1880's. Built of brick made locally, the Roper Hotel's vous-
soirs, windows sills and trim at the side and rear elevations were covered in a stained
mastic to simulate brownstone. The five corbelled brick chimneys appear to have been

a darker color than the buff-colored brick used on the walls and corbelled cornice.

Openings on the front (southeast) elevation contain rusticated granite sills and archi-
traves from local quarries. The four-over-four double-hung sash windows are symmetri-
cally placed on all facades, with large central entries front and rear. The front
(southwest) gallery, supported by squared and chamfered columns, is surrounded

by an openwork jigsaw rail on the second level. Wood trim on the building appears to
consist of at least two contrasting colors in old photographs. There was also a one-
story shed-roofed central stoop at the rear (northeast) elevation. ;

The floor pian consists of a central hall with six rooms on the first floor downstairs.
The second floor has twelve rooms intersected by a full length hall from end to end and
a central hail.

Alterations consist of removal of the five brick chimneys, changing from wood shingle to
composition roof, screening the upper front gallery, addition of an exterior stair on

the front gallery, painting the brick, enclosing the central rear entry, partially
enclosing one rear ground floor window and one side ground floor window, first length-
ening and then removing the rear stoop, and the rearrangement of openings, stair direction
and partition walls on the interior ground floor, and final removal of the interior stair,
as well as changes in wallpaper and paint colors and removal of the weathervane-1lightening
rods and picket fence. Indoor plumbing was also installed.

The current owners have hired a restoration architect to thoroughly research the changes
undergone through the years and are applying for a grant-in-aid in the hope of accurately
restoring the structure for commercial use.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Roper Hotel, built around 1888 by George Calvin and Elizabeth Huckenhull Roper,
was built of brick made locally. The Roper was one of the earliest hotels in

Marble Falls, a town being developed in the 1870's and 80's as ''The Manufacturing
Center of the Southwest', and enjoyed a long and successful role in the town as a
weekend stopover for Texas governors and politicians, a stage stop, headquarters for
"drummers'', or traveling salesmen, and as an elegant small hotel known as Francis
House during the 1940's, 50's and 60's.

The Ropers came to Texas.in the late 1870's from Georgia via Missouri and Kansas,

. and settled in Burnet before moving to Marble Falls. They were probably drawn to
Marble Falls, the source of granite for the state capital building and later the

~source of granite for construction of jettys and the Galveston Seawall, because of
development of the area by Gen. Adam Rankin Johnson of Burnet. The combination of
the abundance of water power and construction of a railroad spur for hauling granite
to the capital seemed to make this a very reasonable location as a manufacturing
center. Their health was another factor in their choice. Both victims of malaria,
the Ropers must have been drawn to the healthful climate and terrain of Marble Falls
(touted in a 1908 brochure for its positive effect on those suffering from malaria).

During these early years Governor Hogg and his entourage took excursions to Marble
Falls on the railroad and held festivities on the steamer (owned by Mr. Roper's

* brother), frequented the saloons, and stayed at the Roper Hotel. The Roper was also
a center for the traveling salesmen, then called drummers, who stayed there and
displayed their wares at the hotel and served as a stage stop for several years.

. The Roper was sold to W. F. Smith in 1926 and continued in operation under the name
(at least by 1934) of Central Hotel. By the time Smith sold to Birdie Smith in 1937,
the name had been changed to ''Francis House''. Smith's partner, Alpha Slining, kept
her 1/2 share of the hotel until 1951. Birdie Smith turned over her managing 1/2
interest in the hotel to her brother, R. 0. Smith, in 1939. Active in the civic and
commercial activities of the post-war era, R. 0. was elected mayor of Marble Falls
for two consecutive terms in 1945 and 1947.

Francis House stayed in the Smith family untii 1963, run as a small family-operated
venture in conjunction with the local movie house, the Uptown Theatre, which was
several blocks away. Local news articles of the day describe the elegant interior
and. antique furnishings of Francis House, but the name quickly reverted to Roper
Hotel with the townspeople as soon as it ceased operations as Francis House.

The property changed hands several times after 1963 until it was purchased recently
by the Gunns, who have hired a restoration architect to prepare a historic structures
report and have applied for grant funds in order to restore the building to active
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Texas Parade, V. 30, #5, Marble Falls, Texas. Unpublished historical monograph by
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Marguerite L. Hester (elderly relative of original owners who
P.0. Box 1004 grew up in hotel)

Kingsland, Texas 78639

Hazel Smith Ingram (elderly friend of Roper family who played
1105 Church Street at the hotel in childhood and owned and
Georgetown, Texas 78626 ran the hotel with her husband, R.0. Smith,

from 1939 to 1963.)
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Roper Hotel
Hwy 281 and 3rd St.
Marble Falls, Burnet County, Texas

Photographer not known; photo courtesy of owner
c. 1900
Location of negative not known.

West oblique
Photo #1 of 5
NOV 2 9 1979
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Roper Hotel
Hwy 281 and 3rd St.
Marble Falls, Burnet County, Texas

Photographer unknown; photo courtesy of owner.
C. 1934

Location of negative not known.

West oblique
Photo ##= of 5

NOV 2 9 1973
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Roper Hotel
Hwy. 281 and 3rd St.
Marble Falls, Burnet County, Texas

Photo by Don Lehning of Bell, Klein & Hoffman,
Architects and Restoration Consultants,

1979

Negative on file at Bell, Klein & Hoffman.

North oblique

Photo #3 of 5
NOV 2 9 1979
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Roper Hotel

Hwy. 281 and 3rd St.
Marble Falls, Burnet County, Texas

Photo by John Volz of Bell, Klein & Hoffman,

Architects and Restoration Consultants, Inc.
1979

Negative on file at Bell, Klein & Hoffman

Southeast elevation
Photo #4 of 5

NOV 2 9 1978
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Roper Hotel
Hwy. 281 and 3rd St.
Marble Falls, Burnet County, Texas

Photo by Danny Hardy, Texas Historical
Commission.

1979

Negative on file at Texas Historical Commission

Southwest (front) elevation.
Photo #5 of 5

NOV 2 9 1974
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White-Pool House Odessa
Ector County

San Antonio Casino Club Building San Antonio
Bexar County

Haden House Ladonia
Fannin County

( Roper Hotel ; Marble Falls
; Burnet County

Bcardman-Wehb—-Bugg House Austin
Travis County

Also Notified

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen

Honorable John G. Tower State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Richard C. White Mr. Truett Latimer
Honorable Henry B. Gonzalez xecutive Director
Honorable Sam B. Hall, Jr. Texas State Historical Commission
Honorable James M. Leath P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Honorable J. J. (Jake) Pickle Austin, Texas 78711
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