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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located on two c i t y blocks almost f l u s h w i t h the s t r e e t a t the corner o f 3rd S t . and 
Ave. H (now Hwy. 2 8 l ) , two blocks from Main S t . , t h i s two -s to r y h i p - r o o f e d b r i c k ho te l 
w i t h f u l l - l e n g t h double f r o n t g a l l e r y conta ined at l eas t one ra the r unusual d e t a i l f o r 
a Texas s t r u c t u r e i n the I 8 8 0 ' s . B u i l t o f b r i c k made l o c a l l y , the Roper H o t e l ' s vous­
s o i r s , windows s i l l s and t r i m at the s ide and rear e l e v a t i o n s were covered i n a s ta ined 
mast ic to s imu la te brownstone. The f i v e c o r b e l l e d b r i c k chimneys appear t o have been 
a darker co lo r than the b u f f - c o l o r e d b r i c k used on the w a l l s and c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e . 

Openings on the f r o n t (southeast ) e l e v a t i o n con ta in r u s t i c a t e d g r a n i t e s i l l s and a r c h i ­
t raves from loca l q u a r r i e s . The f o u r - o v e r - f o u r double-hung sash windows are symmetr i ­
c a l l y p laced on a l l facades, w i t h large cen t ra l e n t r i e s f r o n t and rea r . The f r o n t 
(southwest) g a l l e r y , supported by squared gnd chamfered columns, is surrounded 
by an openwork j i gsaw r a i l on the second l e v e l . Wood t r i m on the b u i l d i n g appears t o 
cons is t o f a t l eas t two c o n t r a s t i n g co lo rs i n o l d photographs. There was a lso a one-
s to ry shed-roofed cen t ra l stoop a t the rear (nor theas t ) e l e v a t i o n . 

The f l o o r plan cons is ts of a cen t ra l h a l l w i t h s i x rooms on the f i r s t f l o o r downs ta i r s . 
The second f l o o r has twelve rooms i n t e r s e c t e d by a f u l l length h a l l from end t o end and 
a cen t ra l hal 1 . 

A l t e r a t i o n s cons is t o f removal o f the f i v e b r i c k chimneys, changing from wood sh ing le to 
composit ion roo f , screening the upper f r o n t g a l l e r y , a d d i t i o n o f an e x t e r i o r s t a i r on 
the f r o n t g a l l e r y , p a i n t i n g the b r i c k , enc los ing the cen t ra l rear e n t r y , p a r t i a l l y 
enc los ing one rear ground f l o o r window and one s ide ground f l o o r window, f i r s t l e n g t h ­
ening and then removing the rear s toop , and the rearrangement o f openings, s t a i r d i r e c t i o n 
and p a r t i t i o n w a l l s on the i n t e r i o r ground f l o o r , and f i n a l removal o f the i n t e r i o r s t a i r , 
as we l l as changes in wa l lpaper and p a i n t co lo r s and removal o f the weathervane-1 ighten ing 
rods and p i cke t fence. Indoor plumbing was a lso i n s t a l l e d . 

The cu r ren t owners have h i r e d a r e s t o r a t i o n a r c h i t e c t t o thorough ly research the changes 
undergone through the years and are apo ly ing f o r a g r a n t - i n - a i d in the hope o f accu ra te l y 
r e s t o r i n g the s t r u c t u r e f o r commercial use. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Roper Hotel, built around I888 by George Calvin and Elizabeth Huckenhull Roper, 
was built of brick made locally. The Roper was one of the earliest hotels in 
Marble Falls, a town being developed in the l870's and 80's as "The Manufacturing 
Center of the Southwest", and enjoyed a long and successful role in the town as a 
weekend stopover for Texas governors and politicians, a stage stop, headquarters for 
"drummers", or traveling salesmen, and as an elegant small hotel known as Francis 
House during the 19^0's, 50's and 60's. 

The Ropers came to Texas in the late l870's from Georgia via Missouri and Kansas, 
and settled in Burnet before moving to Marble Falls. They were probably drawn to 
Marble Falls, the source of granite for the state capital building and later the 
source of granite for construction of jettys and the Galveston Seawall, because of 
development of the area by Gen. Adam Rankin Johnson of Burnet. The combination of 
the abundance of water power and construction of a railroad spur for hauling granite 
to the capital seemed to make this a very reasonable location as a manufacturing 
center. Their health was another factor in their choice. Both victims of malaria, 
the Ropers must have been drawn to the healthful climate and terrain of Marble Falls 
(touted in a 1908 brochure for i t s positive effect on those suffering from malaria). 

During these early years Governor Hogg and his entourage took excursions to Marble 
Falls on the railroad and held festivities on the steamer (owned by Mr. Roper's 
brother), frequented the saloons, and stayed at the Roper Hotel. The Roper was also 
a center for the traveling salesmen, then called drummers, who stayed there and 
displayed their wares at the hotel and served as a stage stop for several years. 

The Roper was sold to W. F. Smith in 1926 and continued in operation under the name 
(at least hy 193^) of Central Hotel. By the time Smith sold to Birdie Smith in 1937, 
the name had been changed to "Francis House". Smith's partner, Alpha Slining, kept 
her 1/2 share of the hotel until 1951- Birdie Smith turned over her managing 1/2 
interest in the hotel to her brother, R. 0. Smith, in 1939- Active in the civic and 
commercial activities of the post-war era, R. 0. was elected mayor of Marble Falls 
for two consecutive terms in 19̂ 5 and 19'*7. 

Francis House stayed in the Smith family until 1963, run as a small family-operated 
venture in conjunction with the local movie house, the Uptown Theatre, which was 
several hlocks away. Local news articles of the day describe the elegant interior 
and antique furnishings of Francis House, but the name quickly reverted to Roper 
Hotel with the townspeople as soon as i t ceased operations as Francis House. 

The property changed hands several times after I963 until i t was purchased recently 
by the Gunns, who have hired a restoration architect to prepare a historic structures 
report and have applied for grant funds in order to restore the building to active 
commercial use in the community. 
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ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back 
Federal Register Entry Re-submit 

Entered 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

























ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

White-Pool House 

San Antonio Casino Club Building 

Haden House 

Roper Hotel 

Bcardman-Webb-Bugg House 

Odessa 
Ector County 

San Antonio 
Bexar County 

Ladonia 
Fannin County 

Itorble Falls 
Burnet County 

Austin 
Travis County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen 

Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable Richard C. White 
Honorable Henry B. Gonzalez 
Honorable Sam B. H a l l , Jr. 
Honorable Janes M. Leath 
Honorable J. J. (Jake) Picklo 

State His t o r i c Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l CoTiriission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 73711 

NR Byors /b j r 1/15/SO 

For f u r t h e r i . i f orTTtaticn, please c a l l the N'acional Register a- ;;02) 3-


