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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Callender House i n Vi c t o r i a i s an excellent example of Vernacular Greek Revival arch­
i t e c t u r e , popular i n Texas during the mid-19th century. The wood frame house constructed i n 
1855 exemplifies the plan, proportions, and s t y l i s t i c references of the Greek Revival style 
although the vernacular in t e r p r e t a t i o n i s clearly portrayed i n the overall size, materials, 
and decorative d e t a i l i n g . 

The structure consists of two stories resting on brick piers above a raised c e l l a r , topped 
with a hip gable roof intersected at either end with brick chimneys. Typical of Greek Rev­
i v a l architecture, the front facade features a symmetrical arrangement of architectural ele­
ments and a columned veranda spanning i t s f u l l width, measuring more than forty-four feet. 
The six square columns of the veranda divide t h i s facade into f i v e bays which frame the 
architectural features of the facade. The bays are enhanced by gently curved arches which 
span the columns j u s t below the eaves. A wooden s t a i r with balustrade of simple square mem­
bers leads to the central bay which frames the single door entrance. The entrance,with 
three l i g h t overhead transom, displays a Georgian influence with broken pediment supported 
by f l u t e d p i l a s t e r s . Centered above the door composition i s a window consisting of a nine 
l i g h t , single sash u n i t . The remaining bays are defined at the c e l l a r level with unadorned 
framing and l a t t i c e i n f i l l . At the veranda le v e l the bays are enclosed with a continuation 
of the s t a i r balustrade. Framed wi t h i n each bay are two windows, one on each f l o o r . The 
f i r s t f l o o r windows consist of nine over six l i g h t sashes while the second f l o o r windows are 
nine l i g h t single sashes. These windows slide horizontally into the wall to open. A l l 
windows on the front facade are accentuated with shutters. 

Although accounts d i f f e r regarding the provenance of the lumber, the house i s accepted as 
being the f i r s t i n the state constructed of pre-cut lumber. One newspaper account claims 
that pine and oak were shipped from New York, while another purports the lumber to be from 
Florida, hauled overland to the building s i t e . O r i g i n a l l y , t h i s lumber was used to con­
struct a hunting lodge, then l a t e r dismantled i n numbered pieces and incorporated i n the 
design of the Callender home at i t s present location. The home i s b u i l t of wood frame con­
struction, faced with clapboard siding, and roofed with wooden shingles. The house i s 
painted white with shutters and l a t t i c e work painted a dark, contrasting hue. 

Since construction the house has had several owners and consequently, undergone several 
changes. A two story wing was added to the rear of the structure by the Callenders, the 
second family to occupy I t . Although the materials and architectural elements of th i s ad­
d i t i o n r e f l e c t the e a r l i e r construction, i t s composition i s a radical departure from the 
established symmetry. Other recent work includes s t a b i l i z a t i o n of the chimneys and foun­
dation, roof repairs, and the replacement of the front door. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house i s arranged i n the t y p i c a l Greek Revival plan of central hallway 
with rooms on either side. The s t a i r s begin at the rear of the central h a l l and reta i n the 
or i g i n a l balustrade and decorative newel post. Though the i n t e r i o r was refined and elegant 
for Texas at that time, i t s s i m p l i f i e d version of high style elements i s rus t i c by compar­
ison. Tongue and groove planking was used extensively for f l o o r i n g . Although the o r i g i n a l 
oak f l o o r i n g of the hallway and parlor was recently replaced with new planking, o r i g i n a l ran­
dom width planks of Indianpla red pine s t i l l exist'on the second f l o o r . Walls are composed 
of v e r t i c a l and horizontal^planking. Many of the o r i g i a n l doors with oval porcelain and 
brass hairdware are s t i l l i n use. The f i r s t f l o o r features a four panel set of folding doors 
and the second f l o o r features doors constructed of v e r t i c a l planks braced with horizontal 
members. Exaggerated baseboards and door and window tri m enhance the i n t e r i o r spaces, and 
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two of the o r i g i n a l fireplace mantles are retained; one very simple, and the other suppor­
ted by columns. Fifteen l i g h t French doors separate the parlor from the dining room, housed 
in the rear wing of the house. Modernization of the i n t e r i o r has been minimal and basically 
concentrated i n the mechanical areas of the house. 

The nominated property also includes two outbuildings; a servants' quarters and a garage, 
both of board and batten construction. Set north of the main house approximately t h i r t y -
five feet, the servants' quarters i s a single story structure with a front porch extension, 
now i n poor repair. Located west of the quarters i s the garage with pitched roof and s l i d ­
ing doors. Although no specific date has been established as the construction date of either 
building, i t i s estimated as being shortly after completion of the main house. 

The Callender House exists today i n good condition with recent s t r u c t u r a l repairs. Current 
occupant owners plan to preserve the h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y of the structure with respect for 
i t s significance i n the architectural heritage of V i c t o r i a and the state of Texas. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Callender House, which i n the past has been the home of two of Victoria's most prom­
inent professional men, marks a change i n building style from early f r o n t i e r to Greek Rev­
i v a l architecture. One of the few remaining buildings from the ante helium period, the 
home stands as one of the best preserved examples i n the state. 

Victor M. Rose describes the c i t y of V i c t o r i a i n the mid-1840's as a rather dismal s e t t l e ­
ment with few attractions other than naturally occurring ones. "There were but two or three 
brick chimneys i n the town and but one or two respectable frame buildings. The majority of 
the houses were made of s p l i t puncheons and round poles, the crevices daubed with mud and 
moss; nor were they arranged i n any pa r t i c u l a r order." The construction of the Callender 
House i n 1855 denotes a s i g n i f i c a n t change from the f r o n t i e r mode of building to that of the 
more refined Greek Revival s t y l e , which became the accepted styl e for residential architec­
ture i n Texas prior to the C i v i l War. 

Pastor of the F i r s t Presbyterian Church, Dr. Stephen F. Cocke, ordered pine and oak from 
Florida with the intention of building a hunting lodge on the San Antonio River. According 
to Mrs. Eloise Callender, a former owner of the house, the lodge was constructed, but was 
later dismantled to be moved to Vi c t o r i a . Dr. Cocke died before the lodge was reconstructed; 
however, his brother. Dr. Thomas Cocke, a well-educated man with an established eastern 
background, received his MD from Jefferson Medical College i n Philadelphia, and grew to prom­
inence i n Vi c t o r i a . In addition to practicing medicine i n Vi c t o r i a County, he was i n charge 
of the m i l i t a r y hospital i n V i c t o r i a during the Mexican War. He served i n the State Legis­
lature i n the early 1850's and following the C i v i l War, served as postmaster. 

Judge David I r v i n purchased the home i n 1871 for his niece, Sarah Sangster and her husband, 
William Callender. Despite the fact that Callender's sympathies were with the Union during 
the C i v i l War, he was well respected i n Vic t o r i a . Interested i n the pursuit of education, 
he directed the Vi c t o r i a Male Academy i n addition to serving as Justice of the Peace, Dis­
t r i c t Clerk and Attorney. The home remained i n the Callender family as a residence u n t i l 
1976. The current owners are adapting the house to su i t t h e i r needs with a philosophy of 
preserving i t s architectural significance as a resource to the community and state. 
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