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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The W. T. Waggoner Building, located in the heart of the Fort Worth
Central business district, has twenty stories above grade with one base-
ment, for an overall height of 210 feet; it extends 75 feet along Houston
Street and 95 feet along Eight Avenue. The building forms a solid rec-
tangular mass with upper floors that assume a U-shape around a light well
opening to the south, the structure consists of a riveted steel frame with
reinforced concrete and hollow tile floor and roof construction. The
south and east street elevations show moderate Chicago School influence
with strong emphasis on verticality and expression of the steel frame.

The first two floors are of direct and straightforward design with large
expanses of glass stretching continuously between the vertical members of
the steel frame, allowing natural light to most public areas on these
floors. They are faced with a highly polished green granite, originally
from Rockport, Massachusetts, with simple, relatively stark ornamentation.
The large windows on these floors are currently framed with modern alumi-
num sections which, in a 1960's remodeling, replaced the heavier, more
extensive original window frames, the only major modification to the
building's exterior. The owners plan to restore this original type of
window frame.

Separated from the first two floors by a linear, unornamented cornice,

is a sixteen-story office block that rises uninterrupted to a second,
smaller decorative cornice running continuously around the street facades.
This block is characterized by unbroken buff colored brick pilasters
between windows set in a running bond; horizontal terra cotta inlays
define each window. Above the second cornice are two additional office
floors faced with light cream colored terra cotta with carved stone
ornamental moundings. The building is capped with a monumental cornice,
broken by the light well, that provides a horizontal termination to the
strong verticality of the building. The north and west sides of the
building that do not face the street are smooth brick surfaces with simple
rectangular window penetrations.

The interior ground floor is composed of two separate, but connected
lobbies opening onto Houston Street, plus a service area at the rear

of the lot. The main entrance/elevator lobby is located on the north
side of the building; the second lobby, originally used for banking, is
on the south. The entrance/elevator lobby features embellished bronze
elevator doors, marble walls, and a large decorative stairway leading to
second floor offices. The original entrance was closed with bronze
revolving doors that were subsequently replaced with aluminum swing doors.
The original entrance was closed with bronze revolving doors that were
subsequently replaced with aluminum swing doors. The original terrazzo
floor is now covered with red carpet. The ceiling, perhaps once the
polychromed terra cotta as originally, is currently covered with a
plaster surface.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Since its completion in 1920, the W. T. Waggoner Building, a Texas recog-
nition of the Chicago School skyscraper designed by the prominent Fort
Worth firm Sanguinet and Staats, stood as a physical manifestation of the
crucial role played by Fort Worth in the national oil boom.

For many years, Fort Worth had been the focal point of the Southwest for
the enormous cattle industry, but by 1920 this regional role was expanded
to include the burgeoning oil industry, fueled by rapid expansion of auto
travel, industrial growth,.and the demands of a nation at war. "Fort
Worth - Center of Texas 0il Industry" (New York Times, 18 June 1919) was
the refining center of the Southwest, as well as a food and transportation
hub. The urban population of Fort Worth was expanding rapidly (well over
106,000 at the 1920 census) with subsequent strains on the housing and
office spaces of the city. To meet the influx of new citizens and busi-
ness, housing construction was stepped up to priority levels and commer-
cial construction increased to all time high levels. The W. T. Waggoner
Building represented a large portion of this new construction.

W. T. Waggoner was one of a few select cattlemen turned multimillionaire
due to oil discoveries on their ranches. A flamboyant, hardnosed man of
legend, Waggoner recollected his first oil strike: having found oil while
drilling for water, he had said, "Damn the 0il, I want water!" Accepting
his fate, however, he amassed one of the largest o0il furtunes in Texas,
rumored to be in excess of fifty million dollars. Waggoner's wealth
enabled him to become one of the most respected and influential men in
Texas; he entertained such notables as President Teddy Roosevelt on hunt-
ing trips to his West Texas ranches.

In 1919, Waggoner invested part of his fortune in a new office building
for its financial potential, and as a monument to his wealth and power.
The building, originally planned for sixteen stories, was ultimately
constructed with twenty, for a total height of 210 feet, making it the
tallest in the Southwest. A race for height, however, soon produced the
Magnolia Building in Dallas and the Farmer and Mechanics Bank Building in
Fort Worth, 29 and 24 stories respectively. The appearance of the
Waggoner Building marked one of the first recognitions of Chicago School
type skyscraper style in Fort Worth.
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Advanced construction techniques required by the Waggoner Building design
called for the skills out-of-state workers as C. S. Lambie, of Denver, to
handle the 150,000 rivets and 2,000 tons of steel in its structural frame.
The building was intended to be the ultimate in modern offices, featuring
the latest conveniences as Otis elevators (the first outside of New York
or Chicago), refrigerated drinking water from an artesian well on the
property, Austral windows (see description), and a built-in vacuum clean-
ing system. Begun in March 1919, the building was completed one year
later at a final cost of $1,500,000.

Architects for the W. T. Waggoner Building were Sanguinet and Staats, a
leading architectural firm in Texas with offices in Fort Worth, Houston,
Wichita Falls, and San Antonio. Marshall R. Sanguinet, originally from
St. Louis, Missouri, came to Fort Worth in 1883; Carl C. Staats, from New
York City, came to Texas in 1891 and seven years later joined Sanguinet
in Fort Worth. Sanguinet and Staats were responsible for many high-rise
structures throughout the Southwest, including the 22-story Amicable
Building in Waco, the First National Bank and Carter Buildings in Houston,
the 1l2-story City National Bank Building in Shreveport, and the 24-story
Farmer and Mechanics Bank Building, built shortly after the W. T. Waggoner
Building. Other notable designs included the Neil P. Anderson and
Flatiron Buildings in Fort Worth (both listed on the National Register).
The firm ultimately joined with Wyatt C. Hedrick, their chief competitor,
who later went on to design the Texas and Pacific Terminal Complex of
Fort Worth (listed on the National Register).

Tenants in the building have always been predominantly oil exploration
and refining firms (including Empire, Consolidated, Sinclair, and Trans-
continental 0il Company), oil-related firms, and various other users
(the Texas and Pacific and Missouri and Pacific Railroads, and the
Continental National Bank). The present owners intend to restore the
structure to be an historically accurate 'Class A' office building.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 14tg 6, 7, 8 of Blaock 5, Hirschfield Addition to
City of Fort Worth Tarrant County, Texas. Northwest corner of Houston
Street and Eighth Avenue. Houston Street frontage 75 feet; Eighth Ave.

1_
LIEE ALL STAi ES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE’ COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
FORM PREPARED BY Kenneth W. Schaar Architectural Historian
NAME / TITLE Ron Hayden Research Associate
Robert Meckfessel Research Associate

ORGANIZATION DATE

School of Architecture and Environmental Design April 19, 1979
STREET&M"\"BFLE‘nJ.ver51t§ of Texas at Arlington e oo

Cooper econd Streets . . -817/273-2801
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Arlington Texas 76019

[FISTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL ___ STATE __ LOCAL _X__

As the designated State Historic Preservation foicgr, for the National Historic Pregg@rvation Act of 1966 (PUblic Law 89-665), |
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scraper design, stands as a physical manifestation of the

crucial role played by Fort Worth in the national oil boom.

The altered block should have been checked on the form, but

the building retains the majority of its exterior character "] \O‘qq
and integrity in spite of r and w
present owners plan to restore the building in an historically BRANCH CHIEF

accurate manner.
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W. T. Waggoner Building
810 Houston Street

Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photo courtesy of University of Texas
at Arlington, 1978

South oblique, c. 1925-29

Photo #1 %’@

MAY 18 1979
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JUL 10 19719
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SoUTH ELEWATIOM:

W. T. Waggoner
810 Houston Street
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photo by University of Texas at Arlington,
1978

Southeast obligue

Photo #Z?go

DOE MAY 18 1979
JuL 10 19719






SOUTH AND BAST ELEVATIONS - UPFER FLOORS

W. T. Waggoner Building
810 Houston St.
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photo by University of Texas at Arlington,
1978

Southeast oblique detail
Photo #3 7§ &
Ry MAY 18 1979 :
DIE
JUL 10 1979






SoUTH AND EAST ELEVATIONS - LowER FLOooRS

wW. T. Waggoner Building
810 Houston Street

Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photo by University of Texas at Arlington,
1978

Southeast oblique of ground floor - 3rd floor
Photo #4 o ¢
MAY 18 1979
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W. T. Waggoner Building
810 Houston Street
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photo by University of Texas at Arlington,
1978

North oblique

Photo #5 £
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W. T. Waggoner Building
810 Houston Street

Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Photo by w. D. Smith, Inc., Fort Worth,
courtesy of University of Texas at
Arlington, 1978

Interior detail

Photo #6 zf@ MAY 18 1979 DOE

JUL 10 1979
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V. T Waceowan BUoiLpive
S10 HOUST O STJREBRT
FORT WORTH, TE=Xas 8108
{8170 EES-880LE

February 5, 1979

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Pension Building

440 "G" Street N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20243

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As owners of record and operators of the W. T. Waggoner Building in Fort
Worth, Texas, we would like to request that you waive the thirty (30) day
commenting period on this property so that it might be added immediately
to the Federal Register.

We are aware of the Historic Preservation Provisions of the Tax Reform
Act of 1976.

Your help in this matter is greatly appreciated.

777 %
tan C. Perrett] President

810 HOUSTON, INC.

SCP/ew
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V. T. Waseowzn Boinpine
S0 TOTST O STREBET
FORT WORTI, TE=AS 78108
18170 EE5:E808

May 25, 1979

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Department of the Interior

Pension Building

440 G Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20243

ATTN: (NOM)

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As owners of record and operators of the W. T. Waggoner Building in
Fort Worth, Texas, we would like to request that you waive the thirty
(30) day commenting period on this property so that it might be added

immediately to the Federal Register.

We are aware of the Historic Preservation Provisions of the Tax Reform
Act of 1976.

Your help in this matter is greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,
810 HOUSTON, INC.

Halden Conner
Chief Operating Officer

HC/ew
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TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HisTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT: W. T. Waggoner Building, Fort Worth, Texas

Xjg/FROM: Mr. Rocha DATE: July 9, 1979 (PM)
ADDRESS: Comptroller for the Owner Firm PHONE :

STAFF MEMBER: Gale Brooks Division: R
REPORT :

Mr. Rocha called to say he had received the message I left with his
secretary in the morning. (See attached Status Report)

He went??b say that he didn't want to pressure us, but they were
anxious to have the building listed so they could proceed with
their restoration plans and implied they would be taking advantage
of the tax incentives provided by the listing.

I told him the nomination was still in review, but the resource looked
eligible to me and that KEKAXMXXHAKY¥ unless there are problems with the
nomination itself that it would probably be listed within the week -
and they would be hearing about it soon after.




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE _TEXAS
JUL 10 1979

Date Entered

Name Location
Waggoner, W. T., Building Fort Worth
Tarrant County
Also Notified
Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen
Honorable John G, Tower State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable James C. Wright, Jr. Mr. Truett Latimer

Executive Director

Texas State Historical Commission
P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

(:jfi’- Byers/bjr 7/16/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



