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C H E C K ONE 

X_ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The W. T. Waggoner B u i l d i n g , located i n the heart of the Fo r t Worth 
Central business d i s t r i c t , has twenty s t o r i e s above grade w i t h one base­
ment, f o r an o v e r a l l height of 210 f e e t ; i t extends 75 f e e t along Houston 
St r e e t and 95 f e e t along Eight Avenue. The b u i l d i n g forms a s o l i d rec­
tangular mass w i t h upper f l o o r s t h a t assume a U-shape around a l i g h t w e l l 
opening t o the sout;!. ̂ he s t r u c t u r e c o n s i s t s of a r i v e t e d s t e e l frame w i t h 
r e i n f o r c e d concrete arid hollow t i l e f l o o r and roof c o n s t r u c t i o n . The 
south and east s t r e e t e l e v a t i o n s show moderate Chicago School i n f l u e n c e 
w i t h strong emphasis on v e r t i c a l i t y and expression of the s t e e l frame. 

The f i r s t two f l o o r s are o f d i r e c t and s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d design w i t h large 
expanses of glass s t r e t c h i n g continuously between the v e r t i c a l members of 
the s t e e l frame, a l l o w i n g n a t u r a l l i g h t t o most p u b l i c areas on these 
f l o o r s . They are faced w i t h a h i g h l y p o l i s h e d green g r a n i t e , o r i g i n a l l y 
from Rockport, Massachusetts, w i t h simple, r e l a t i v e l y s t a r k ornamentation. 
The large windows on these f l o o r s are c u r r e n t l y framed w i t h modern alumi­
num sections which, i n a 1960's remodeling, replaced the heavier, more 
extensive o r i g i n a l window frames, the only major m o d i f i c a t i o n t o the 
b u i l d i n g ' s e x t e r i o r . The owners plan t o r e s t o r e t h i s o r i g i n a l type of 
window frame. 

Separated from the f i r s t two f l o o r s by a l i n e a r , unornamented cornice, 
i s a s i x t e e n - s t o r y o f f i c e block t h a t r i s e s u n i n t e r r u p t e d t o a second, 
smaller decorative cornice running continuously around the s t r e e t facades. 
This block i s characterized by unbroken b u f f colored b r i c k p i l a s t e r s 
between windows set i n a running bond; h o r i z o n t a l t e r r a c o t t a i n l a y s 
define each window. Above the second cornice are two a d d i t i o n a l o f f i c e 
f l o o r s faced w i t h l i g h t cream colored t e r r a c o t t a w i t h carved stone 
ornamental moundings. The b u i l d i n g i s capped w i t h a monumental cornice, 
broken by the l i g h t w e l l , t h a t provides a h o r i z o n t a l t e r m i n a t i o n t o the 
strong v e r t i c a l i t y of the b u i l d i n g . The no r t h and west sides of the 
b u i l d i n g t h a t do not face the s t r e e t are smooth b r i c k surfaces w i t h simple 
rectangular window pe n e t r a t i o n s . 

The i n t e r i o r ground f l o o r i s composed of two separate, but connected 
lobbies opening onto Houston S t r e e t , plus a service area a t the rear 
of the l o t . The main entrance/elevator lobby i s located on the nor t h 
side o f the b u i l d i n g ; the second lobby, o r i g i n a l l y used f o r banking, i s 
on the south. The entrance/elevator lobby features embellished bronze 
el e v a t o r doors, marble w a l l s , and a large decorative stairway leading t o 
second f l o o r o f f i c e s . The o r i g i n a l entrance was closed w i t h bronze 
r e v o l v i n g doors t h a t were subsequently replaced w i t h aluminum swing doors. 
The o r i g i n a l entrance was closed w i t h bronze r e v o l v i n g doors t h a t were 
subsequently replaced w i t h aluminum swing doors. The o r i g i n a l t e r r a z z o 
f l o o r i s now covered w i t h red carpet. The c e i l i n g , perhaps once the 
polychromed t e r r a c o t t a as o r i g i n a l l y , i s c u r r e n t l y covered w i t h a 
p l a s t e r surface. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT C. S. Lambie, Buil d e r 
Sanguinet and Staats, A r c h i t e c t s 

Since i t s completion i n 1920, the W. T. Waggoner B u i l d i n g , a Texas recog­
n i t i o n of the Chicago School skyscraper designed by the prominent F o r t 
Worth f i r m Sanguinet and Staats, stood as a p h y s i c a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n of the 
c r u c i a l r o l e played by F o r t Worth i n the n a t i o n a l o i l boom. 

For many years. F o r t Worth had been the f o c a l p o i n t of the Southwest f o r 
the enormous c a t t l e i n d u s t r y , but by 1920 t h i s r e g i o n a l r o l e was expanded 
to include the burgeoning o i l i n d u s t r y , f u e l e d by r a p i d expansion of auto 
t r a v e l , i n d u s t r i a l growth, and the demands of a n a t i o n at war. "Fort 
Worth - Center of Texas O i l I n d u s t r y " (New York Times, 18 June 1919) was 
the r e f i n i n g center of the Southwest, as w e l l as a food and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
hub. The urban p o p u l a t i o n of F o r t Worth was expanding r a p i d l y ( w e l l over 
106,000 at the 1920 census) w i t h subsequent s t r a i n s on the housing and 
o f f i c e spaces of the c i t y . To meet the i n f l u x of new c i t i z e n s and b u s i ­
ness, housing c o n s t r u c t i o n was stepped up t o p r i o r i t y l e v e l s and commer­
c i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n increased t o a l l time high l e v e l s . The W. T. Waggoner 
B u i l d i n g represented a large p o r t i o n o f t h i s new c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

W. T. Waggoner was one 
due to o i l discoveries 
legend, Waggoner r e c o l 
d r i l l i n g f o r water, he 
hi s f a t e , however, he 
rumored t o be i n exces 
enabled him t o become 
Texas; he e n t e r t a i n e d 
ing t r i p s t o h i s West 

of a few s e l e c t cattlemen turned m u l t i m i l l i o n a i r e 
on t h e i r ranches. A flamboyant, hardnosed man of 

l e c t e d h i s f i r s t o i l s t r i k e : having found o i l while 
had s a i d , "Damn the o i l , I want water!" Accepting 
amassed one of the l a r g e s t o i l f u r t u n e s i n Texas, 
s of f i f t y m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . Waggoner's wealth 
one of the most respected and i n f l u e n t i a l men i n 
such notables as President Teddy Roosevelt on hunt-
Texas ranches. 

I n 1919, Waggoner invested p a r t o f h i s f o r t u n e i n a new o f f i c e b u i l d i n g 
f o r i t s f i n a n c i a l p o t e n t i a l , and as a monument t o h i s wealth and power. 
The b u i l d i n g , o r i g i n a l l y planned f o r s i x t e e n s t o r i e s , was u l t i m a t e l y 
constructed w i t h twenty, f o r a t o t a l h e ight o f 210 f e e t , making i t the 
t a l l e s t i n the Southwest. A race f o r h e i g h t , however, soon produced the 
Magnolia B u i l d i n g i n Dallas and the Farmer and Mechanics Bank B u i l d i n g i n 
Fort Worth, 29 and 24 s t o r i e s r e s p e c t i v e l y . The appearance of the 
Waggoner B u i l d i n g marked one of the f i r s t r e c o g n i t i o n s of Chicago School 
type skyscraper s t y l e i n F o r t Worth. 
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Advanced c o n s t r u c t i o n techniques r e q u i r e d by the Waggoner B u i l d i n g design 
c a l l e d f o r the s k i l l s o u t - o f - s t a t e workers as C. S. Lambie, of Denver, t o 
handle the 150,000 r i v e t s and 2,000 tons of s t e e l i n i t s s t r u c t u r a l frame. 
The b u i l d i n g was intended t o be the u l t i m a t e i n modern o f f i c e s , f e a t u r i n g 
the l a t e s t conveniences as O t i s e l e v a t o r s (the f i r s t outside of New York 
or Chicago), r e f r i g e r a t e d d r i n k i n g water from an a r t e s i a n w e l l on the 
property. A u s t r a l windows (see d e s c r i p t i o n ) , and a b u i l t - i n vacuum clean­
ing system. Begun i n March 1919, the b u i l d i n g was completed one year 
l a t e r at a f i n a l cost of $1,500,000. 

A r c h i t e c t s f o r the W. T. Waggoner B u i l d i n g were Sanguinet and Staats, a 
leading a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m i n Texas w i t h o f f i c e s i n F o r t Worth, Houston, 
Wichita F a l l s , and San Antonio. Marshall R. Sanguinet, o r i g i n a l l y from 
St. Louis, M i s s o u r i , came t o F o r t Worth i n 1883; C a r l C. Staats, from New 
York C i t y , came t o Texas i n 1891 and seven years l a t e r j o i n e d Sanguinet 
i n F o r t Worth. Sanguinet and Staats were responsible f o r many h i g h - r i s e 
s t r u c t u r e s throughout the Southwest, i n c l u d i n g the 22-story Amicable 
B u i l d i n g i n Waco, the F i r s t N a t i o n a l Bank and Carter Buildings i n Houston, 
the 12-story C i t y N a t i o n a l Bank B u i l d i n g i n Shreveport, and the 24-story 
Farmer and Mechanics Bank B u i l d i n g , b u i l t s h o r t l y a f t e r the W. T. Waggoner 
B u i l d i n g . Other notable designs included the N e i l P. Anderson and 
F l a t i r o n B u i l d i n g s i n F o r t Worth (both l i s t e d on the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r ) . 
The f i r m u l t i m a t e l y j o i n e d w i t h Wyatt C. Hedrick, t h e i r c h i e f competitor, 
who l a t e r went on to design the Texas and P a c i f i c Terminal Complex of 
Fort Worth ( l i s t e d on the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r ) . 

Tenants i n the b u i l d i n g have always been predominantly o i l e x p l o r a t i o n 
and r e f i n i n g f i r m s ( i n c l u d i n g Empire, Consolidated, S i n c l a i r , and Trans­
c o n t i n e n t a l O i l Company), o i l - r e l a t e d f i r m s , and various other users 
(the Texas and P a c i f i c and Missouri and P a c i f i c Railroads, and the 
Continental N a t i o n a l Bank). The present owners i n t e n d t o r e s t o r e the 
s t r u c t u r e t o be an h i s t o r i c a l l y accurate 'Class A' o f f i c e b u i l d i n g . 
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1919-1920 

Knight, O l i v e r 
F o r t Worth; Outpost on the T r i n i t y 
Norman, Oklahoma, the U n i v e r s i t y of Oklahoma Press, 1953 

Paddock, Captain B. B. 
His t o r y of Texas, For t Worth and the Texas Northwest E d i t i o n ,  
Volume I I I 
Chicago and New York, Lewis Pu b l i s h i n g Co., 1922 

Sanders, Leonard 
How Fort Worth Became the Texasmost C i t y 
Fort Worth, Amon Carter Museum of Western A r t , 197 3 

Texas Wri t e r s P r o j e c t 
Fort Worth Public L i b r a r y , Genealogy C o l l e c t i o n 



Property 1^00 30/ SL 

TECHNICA 
Photos 
Maps i 

CONTROL 

tiV> 

Û. HISTORIAN J5; ARCHITECTl 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

This "buildlag, a local interpretatioa of Chicago School skyJlEVIEW UNIT CHIEF 
scraper desiga, staads as a physical maoifestatioa of the J^Tf^-^P^?*^ 
crucial role played by Fort Worth in the oatioaal oil boom. CZ^JjLfi— \ '*onT"l^ A 
The altered block should have beeo checked on the form, but  
the building retains the majority of i t s exterior character  
and Integrity i n spite of door and window repIanemRnt. Thp 
present owners plan to restore the building i n an historically 
accurate manner. 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back 
Federal Register Entry ^ - 7 - 7 f Re-submit 

Entered 10 1979 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 





























yuy^ k-MX--

February 5, 1979 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Pension Building 
440 "G" Street N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

As owners of record and operators of the W. T. Waggoner Building i n Fort 
Worth, Texas, we would l i k e to request that you waive the t h i r t y (30) day 
commenting period on th i s property so that i t might be added immediately 
to the Federal Register. 

We are aware of the Hi s t o r i c Preservation Provisions of the Tax Reform 
Act of 1976. 

Your help i n t h i s matter i s greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely^ 

ftan C. Perrett^ President 
810 HOUSTON, INC. 

SCP/ew 
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May 25, 1979 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Pension Building 
440 G Street, N, W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

ATTN: (NOM) 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

As owners of record and operators of the W. T. Waggoner Building i n 
Fort Worth, Texas, we would l i k e to request that you waive the t h i r t y 
(30) day commenting period on thi s property so that i t might be added 
immediately to the Federal Register. 

We are aware of the Hist o r i c Preservation Provisions of the Tax Reform 
Act of 1976. 

Your help i n t h i s matter i s greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

810 HOUSTON, INC. 

Halden Conner 
Chief Operating Officer 

HC/ew 
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TELEPHONE REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PROJECT: W. T. waggoner Sulldlng, Fort Worth, Texas 

^ / F R O M : Mr. Rocha DATE ! July 9, 1979 (PM) 

ADDRESS : comptroller for the Owner Firm PHONE : 

STAFF MEMBER: oaie Brooks DIVISION: NR 

REPORT: 

Mr. Rocha called to say he had received the message I l e f t with his 
secretary i n the morning. (See attached Status Report) 

He went/ to say that he didn't want to pressure us, but they were 
anxious to have the building l i s t e d so they could proceed with 
their restoration plans and implied they would be taking advantage 
of the tax incentives provided by the l i s t i n g , 

I told him the nomination was s t i l l i n review, but the resource looked 
eligible to me and that jflflfifTXjpOQQt unless there are problems with the 
nomination i t s e l f that i t would probably be lis t e d within the week -
and they would be hearing about i t soon after. 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered JUL I 0 1979 

Name Location 

Waggoner, W. T., Building Fort Worth 
Tarrant County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen 

Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable James C. Wright, Jr. 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latlatr 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Comnlssion 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

NR Byers/bjr 7/16/79 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401, 


