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OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME >:i - T 

Somervel l County Courtiiouse C/O Commissioners' Court 
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Texas 76043 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. 
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REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

^-EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

—UNALTERED 

X.ALTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

^ORIGINAL SITE 

—MOVED DATE. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Erectsd i n 1893 and located i n Glen Rose, the Somervell County Courthouse's 
c i v i c funct ion i s visably expressed through i t s strong, d i g n i f i e d and 
symmetrical archi tectxira l s t y l e . This ashlar masonry s t y l e , inspi red by 
Henry Hobson Richardson's adaption of the Romanesque mode, was a predominantly 
used one i n the construction of c i v i c bui ld ings throughout the 1890s, and 
one e f f e c t i v e l y accommodating one of Texas' natura l bu i ld ing resources, stone. 
Use has also been made of several elements of the General Grant s t y l e , also 
extremely popular at the t ime, such as the mansarded roof and omamental 
c res t ing . 

I t should be noted that recently a water-proofing appl icat ion of dark, wooden 
shingles has been made to the tower, a l t e r i n g i t s former appearance, and 
re su l t ing i n a less than u n i f i e d courthouse ex t e r io r . At that same time the 
comices and pediments were painted a dark, matching shade i n order to 
a l l ev ia t e the abrupt e f f e c t that the new a l t e r a t i on had on the courthouse as 
a whole. This tower work was necessitated by l i m i t e d county funds i n hopes of 
preventing f u r t h e r damage to the s t ruc ture , and plans have been projected to 
restore the clock tower back to i t s p r i o r appearance, once s u f f i c i e n t funds 
become avai lable . 

The substance and character of the Somervell County Coiirthouse have been 
conveyed through symmetrical scaling and a simply embellished treatment of 
i t s rough-faced native limestone w a l l s . Several elements have been employed 
to re l ieve the p l a i n q u a l i t y of these limestone facades, both s t r u c t u r a l l y 
and decorat ively. 

S t ruc tu ra l ly the a rch i tec t has s l i g h t l y projected the central wa l l port ions 
of each e leva t ion , f u r t h e r c a l l i n g a t ten t ion to t h i s e f f e c t by topping each 
protmded wa l l section wi th a pediment, in te r sec t ing the mansarded asbestos-
shingled roof . 

Omamentally t h i s has been done by the use of voussoir door and window 
surrounds, a b e l t course and the s t r i n g course and dent i l s of the comice 
areas, a l l b u i l t of the same limestone as the wa l l s . A u n i f y i n g fac to r has 
been f u r t h e r provided by the spacing at regular in te rva l s of these arched 
windows and doors. 

The roof and clock tower have been grea t ly a l te red through the years since 
t h e i r o r i g i n a l cons tmct ion . Early photographs show the mansarded roof and 
clock tower wi th elaborate comice cres t ing , the clock faces themselves bold 
and handsome, and indeed the foca l po in t of the b u i l d i n g . However i n 1902 
a tomado d id much damage to t h i s por t ion of the b u i l d i n g , and no attempt was 
ever made to restore the tower back to th i s o r i g i n a l s ta te . 

Following the tomado, which had destroyed most of the crest ing and the d i g ­
n i f i e d clock faces, the tower was covered i n pressed metal, the only embellishment 
remaining being the tower roof c res t ing , and the simple p i l a s t e r s and keystone 
arches omamenting the tower wa l l s . I t has appeared t h i s way u n t i l i t s recent 
roof ing a l t e r a t i o n . 
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Two outhouses, constructed of the same stone as the main b u i l d i n g , 
occupy the southwest and northwest corners of the courthouse 
property. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A small town courthouse has t r a d i t i o n a l l y functioned not only as a seat of 
j u s t i c e , but also as an accessible s i t e f o r the c i v i c and soc ia l a c t i v i t i e s 
of the community t ha t i t serves. Following t h i s t r a d i t i o n f o r almost 86 
continuous years has been the Somervell Coimty Courthouse i n Glen Rose, a 
f i n e , we l l preserved s t ruc ture , whose a rch i t ec tu ra l s ty le u t i l i z e s elements 
of both the Richardsonian Romanesque and General Grant mansarded modes 
popular i n the la te 1800s. 

Representing Texas' t h i r d smallest comty , t h i s sturdy and simply designed 
courthouse was b u i l t i n 1893 by John Carmachiel a t the cost of $13,500. I t 
had been b u i l t on the s i t e of an as yet unfinished predecessor, work having 
been halted due to the continuing repercussions of the Panic of 1873 tha t 
had severely a f fec ted the Soxnervell area. A f i r e ear ly i n 1893 completely 
doomed th i s f i r s t courthouse, but a determined Commissioners' Court quickly 
ordered that a two story stone s tmcture w i t h a f i r e p r o o f vau l t be b u i l t i n 
i t s place. 

That f a l l the present courthouse, w i t h i t s Richardsonian Romanesque d e t a i l i n g 
and handsome clock tower atop the mansarded roo f , was completed. A story i s 
t o l d by long time Somervell residents , that even before any p a r t i t i o n s had 
been erected ins ide , the en thus ias t i ca l ly proud population held an impromptu 
Christmas dance there to celebrate t h e i r courthouse's newly l a i d f l o o r s . 

Since that time i t s ro le as a center of j i i s t i ce has, of course, been it:s 
primary func t i on , and w i t h i n i t s d f f i c e s , courtroom and judge^S chambers 
several prominent eommunity ind iv idua ls have made many contr ibutions to both 
the county and the s ta te . 

The Honorable A . J . Hart , who beginning i n 1874 served f o r three consecutive 
terms as a state representative, sat on a number of important committees there, 
and i s probably best remembered i n the area f o r h is e f f o r t s i n br inging about 
the passage of the act creat ing Somervell Coimty i n 1875, where he lat:er served 
two terms as i t s coimty judge. 

Perhaps one of the most .latable residents to pract ice law i n the courthouse 
was Emest T. Adams. Adams, who died recent ly a t 73, acquired, throughout h is 
l i f e t i m e , a reputatu.on i n the coimty approaching near legend. His many 
accomplishments included attending Oxford Univers i ty as Baylor 's f i r s t Rhodes 
Scholar, serving f o r about twenty years as Somervell's only p rac t i c ing a t tomey, 
and ac t ive ly pursuing h i s in te res t i n archeology. Regarded as an expert i n 
Indian c i r t i f a c t s , h is most we l l known discovery was several dinosaur t racks . 
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found i n the area, and now moved to the courthouse square. 

In addition to serving the Somervell community i n i t s j u d i c i a l capacity, the 
limestone courthouse has also been the s i t e , since the days of i t s construction, 
of many lo c a l celebrations and daily events of i t s population. 

In i t s very early days, p r i o r to a r u l i n g i n the 1910s p r o h i b i t i n g i t , the 
courthouse was somestimes used f o r religious services. Early photographs, taken 
at the tum of the century, show r e v i v a l meetings held on the grounds with 
baptisms performed i n a horse trough. Presently services are s t i l l held occasionally 
i n the bandstand there. 

The square has also served as a gathering point f o r t r a d i t i o n a l holiday and lodge 
celebrations, community dances and f i d d l e r s ' contests, as well as important 
public meetings. Demonstrating the courthouse's continuing relevance i n Somervell's 
modem age, i t w i l l be the s i t e of the May 1979 meeting of the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission regarding the controversial Commanche Peak Steam E l e c t r i c Plant. 

Perhaps one of the most i n t e r e s t i n g episodes to take place on the courthouse 
square involved a r a i d which took place i n 1923, a time when Glen Rose had the 
reputation of Texas' moonshine c a p i t a l . According to press coverage of the incident, 
the r a i d netted not only 23 local c i t i z e n s , including the county attomey and 
s h e r i f f , but also 66 gallons of whiskey, 84 gallons of hoe beer, eight gallons 
of wine, 550 pounds of sugar and seven s t i l l s . When a l l of contraband was p i l e d 
up on the courthouse square, i t was said to resemble a junkyard. 

F i f t y - s i x years l a t e r , though somewhat changed i n appearance due to i t s recent 
roofing a l t e r a t i o n s . Glen Rose's courthouse s t i l l remains an i n t e g r a l f i x t u r e 
of the Somervell area, serving i t w e l l , both i n j u d i c i a l and community s p i r i t . 
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