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DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The concept of design for the Palo Pinto County J a i l was similar to that employed for 
many other l a t e 19th century j a i l s throughout Texas; however, subtle d i s t i n c t i o n is 
achieved i n some of the d e t a i l i n g . The j a i l i s a two story masonry cube, t h i r t y by 
for t y feet i n plan and twenty-eight i n height. Quarters are provided f o r the j a i l e r on 
the f i r s t f l o o r while c e l l s are located on the second f l o o r . 

The walls are constructed of brown sandstone, thirty-two inches t h i c k , which was quarried 
near Palo Pinto. Quarry-faced stones l a i d i n regular ashlar pattern provide a texture 
to the facades of the building. The f i r s t f l o o r door and window openings are spanned 
with cut-stone arches comprised of three voussoirs. The intrados of each arch follows 
a semi-circular curve while the extrados follows the curve of a pointed arch. Cut stom 
l i n t e l s with segmental arch curvatures span the second f l o o r openings. S i l l s of cut 
stone are employed for a l l window openings and cut-stone imposts support the arches and 
l i n t e l s . The door openings incorporate a smaller semi-circular arch w i t h i n the pointed 
arch. The composition i s crowned with a fine cut-stone entablature. These details work 
together to provide a simple aesthetic d i s t i n c t i o n for the j a i l . 

The i n t e r i o r of the ground floor was divided in t o l i v i n g quarters. A kitchen, l i v i n g room, 
and bedrooms accommodated the j a i l e r and his family. Also located on t h i s f l o o r was a 
trustees' room which was separated from the kitchen for preparation of the prisoners food 
by a steel door. 

Housed on the second f l o o r , accessible by an i n t e r i o r i r o n s t a i r from the trustees' room, 
were the free-standing i r o n cages which served as c e l l s . These cages incorporated the 
latest developments i n detention f a c i l i t y design. I n 1907 o f f i c i a l s i n s t a l l e d a device 
for execution by hanging, which evidently was never used. The second story openings are 
secured by three sets of iron bars; Single sets of bars secure the f i r s t f l o o r windows 
while double sets secure the doors. 
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STATEMENTOF SIGNIFICANCE , ^ , , , , , 
The Palo Pinto County J a i l i s a fin e and well-preserved example of the functional, rugged 
masonry style preferred for 19th century Texas j a i l s . Basically a simple, cubic struc­
ture, i t i s embellished with simple carved stone de t a i l s . I t was b u i l t by Martin, Byrnes 
and Johnston, an important f i r m of the period. As the oldest public building remaining 
i n Palo Pinto County, the j a i l i s a treasured local landmark. 

Located i n north central Texas, Palo Pinto County was created i n 1856 and organized the 
following year. The county seat, Palo Pinto, was founded i n 1858 and town l o t s were sold. 
Although the town prospered at f i r s t , i t declined when the Texas and Pacific Railroad 
passed to the south. Today the town of Palo Pinto has a population of less than four hun­
dred, but s t i l l serves as the goverimient seat. In h i s t o r i c times as well as recent, ran­
ching has been an important industry. 

As was common i n Texas, the f i r s t public buildings for Palo Pinto County were crude shel­
ters. Log structures served u n t i l substantial buildings could be realized. On November 
13, 1879, the Commissioners' Court of Palo Pinto County ordered that plans, specifications 
and bids be s o l i c i t e d for the construction of a new j a i l to replace the log o r i g i n a l . 
Martin, Byrnes and Johnston of Comanche, Texas, was selected as architect and contractor. 
Later this firm designed and constructed public buildings throughout the state including 
courthouses for the counties of Caldwell(1893) and Goliad(1894) as well as county j a i l s 
for Bastrop(1891) and Brown(1901). The f i r s t three of the aforementioned structures are 
l i s t e d on the National Register. 

For many years the f i r s t f l o o r of the j a i l building housed county o f f i c e s . I n 1907 a 
steel trap door was i n s t a l l e d for hangings, but was never used. In 1941 Palo Pinto 
County erected a new courthouse. As was t y p i c a l of courthouses erected during that per­
iod, new j a i l f a c i l i t i e s were included on the t h i r d (top) f l o o r . When i t was no longer 
used as a detention f a c i l i t y , the old sandstone j a i l continued to function as a residence. 
In 1968 i t was vacated and subsequently deeded to the Palo Pinto County H i s t o r i c a l Assoc­
i a t i o n . In 1976 the building was converted in t o a museum which houses a r t i f a c t s associated 
with the pioneer culture of the area. 
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