Form No. 10-300 REV. (9/77)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

FOR NPS USEONLY

Receveo JUL 3 " SEPZSBIQ

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS
EINAME

HISTORIC Palo Pinto County Jail

AND/OR COMMON
0ld Sandstone Jail of Palo Pinto County

BEILOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

Elm Street and Fifth Avenue
__NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY, TOWN S CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Palo Pinto

—— VICINITY OF
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Texas 048 Palo Pinto 363
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT X PUBLIC X_occuriep —AGRICULTURE X MUSEUM
X_BUILDING(S) —PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED — COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—_BEING CONSIDERED X_YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY —OTHER:
} e
~ [JOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

Palo Pinto County Historical Association, Inc.

STREET & NUMBER
Elm Street and Fifth Avenue

CITY.TOWN STATE
Palo Pinto —__ VICINITY OF Texas, 76072
EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.

ReGIsTRY OF DEeps,etc.  Office of the County Clerk, Palo Pinto County Courthouse

STREET & NUMBER
Public Square

CITY. TOWN STATE
‘ Palo Pinto Texas, 76072
~ [AREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

Historic Sites Inventory

DATE

1976 __FEDERAL XSTATE _ COUNTY __LOCAL

| DEPOSITORY FOR
‘ SURVEY RECORDS Texas Historical Commission

CITY. TOWN o STATE

Austin Texas




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
_XEXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS X _ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The concept of design for the Palo Pinto County Jail was similar to that employed for
many other late 19th century jails throughout Texas; however, subtle distinction is
achieved in some of the detailing. The jail is a two story masonry cube, thirty by
forty feet in plan and twenty-eight in height. Quarters are provided for the jailer on
the first floor while cells are located on the second floor.

!
|
i
The walls are constructed of brown sandstone, thirty-two inches thick, which was quarried i
near Palo Pinto. Quarry-faced stones laid in regular ashlar pattern provide a texture |
to the facades of the building. The first floor door and window openings are spanned

with cut-stone arches comprised of three voussoirs. The intrados of each arch follows

a semi-circular curve while the extrados follows the curve of a pointed arch. Cut stone
lintels with segmental arch curvatures span the second floor openings. Sills of cut

stone are employed for all window openings and cut-stone imposts support the arches and
lintels. :The door openings incorporate ‘a smaller semi-circular arch within the pointed
arch. The composition is crowned with a fine cut-stone entablature. These details work
together to provide a simple aesthetic distinction for the jail.

The interior of the ground floor was divided into living quarters. A kitchen, living room,
and bedrooms accommodated the jailer and his family. -Also located on this floor was a
trustees' room which was separated from the kitchen for preparation of the prisoners food
by a steel door.

Housed on the second floor, accessible by an interior iron stair from the trustees' room,
were the free-standing iron cages which served as cells. These cages incorporated the
latest developments in detention facility design. In 1907 officials installed a device
for execution by hanging, which evidently was never used. The second story openings are
secured by three sets of iron'bars:! Single sets of bars secure the first floor windows
while double sets secure the doors.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Tge Palo Pinto County Jail is a fine and well-preserved example of the functional, rugged

masonry style preferred for 19th century Texas jails. Basically a simple, cubic struc-
ture, it is embellished with simple carved stone details. It was built by Martin, Byrnes
and Johnston, an important firm of the period. As the oldest public building remaining
in Palo Pinto County, the jail is a treasured local landmark.

Located in north central Texas, Palo Pinto County was created in 1856 and organized the
following year. The county seat, Palo Pinto, was founded in 1858 and town lots were sold.
Although the town prospered at first, it declined when the Texas and Pacific Railroad
passed to the south. Today the town of Palo Pinto has a population of less than four hun-
dred, but still serves as the government seat. In historic times as well as recent, ran-
ching has been an important industry.

As was common in Texas, the first public buildings for Palo Pinto County were crude shel-
ters. Log structures served until substantial buildings could be realized. On November
13, 1879, the Commissioners' Court of Palo Pinto County ordered that plans, specifications
and bids be solicited for the construction of a new jail to replace the log original.
Martin, Byrnes and Johnston of Comanche, Texas, was selected as architect and contractor.
Later this firm designed and constructed public buildings throughout the state including
courthouses for the counties of Caldwell(1893) and Goliad(189%4) as well as county jails
for Bastrop(1891) and Brown(1901). The first three of the aforementioned structures are
listed on the National Register.

For many years the first floor of the jail building housed county offices. In 1907 a

steel trap door was installed for hangings, but was never used. 1In 1941 Palo Pinto

County erected a new courthouse. As was typical of courthouses erected during that per-
iod, new jail facilities were included on the third (top) floor. When it was no longer
used as a detention facility, the old sandstone jail continued to function as a residence.
In 1968 it was vacated and subsequently deeded to the Palo Pinto County Historical Assoc-
iation. In 1976 the building was converted into a museum which houses artifacts associated
with the pioneer culture of the area.
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