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CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
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^PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
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—BEING CONSIDERED 
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DATE 
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DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEYRECORDS Texas H l s t o r l c a l Commission 
CITY. TOWN 

A u s t i n 
STATE 

Texas 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS KALTERED X _ M 0 V E D D A T E I 9 7 5 

X F A I R —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Tol Barret House i s a one-story, frame, east Texas farmhouse con­
structed i n about l848 of l o c a l l y milled pine lumber. The o r i g i n a l 
s i t e f o r the structure was nine miles southeast of the c i t y of Nacog­
doches; however, when threatened with demolition i n 1975. the building 
was moved about ten miles west of i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e . E f f o r t s to persuade 
the owners to save the building f a i l e d , an"? numerous attempts to raise 
money to move the house to Nacogdoches as part of a Bi-Centennial pro­
j e c t proved unsuccessful. Recognizing the structure's h i s t o r i c a l im­
portance, the current owners purchased the bu i l d i n g and re-located i t 
on t h e i r property. The house i s presently being restored and w i l l be 
used as a guest house f o r the owners. 

The f r o n t elevation displays a symmetrical facade with a central door 
flanke l by two l 2 / l 2 windows on either side. A covered porch extends 
the length of the house and i s supported by six unadorned, wood square 
columns. The o r i g i n a l f l o o r plan included two rooms with an open h a l l ­
way (dog-run) d i v i d i n g the two rooms. The current owner speculates that 
the h a l l was enclosed before 1913 to help accommolate Barret's large 
family - Barret had eight children. Exterior brick chimneys extended 
beyond the gable roof on the east and west facades, but were removed 
when the house was relocated. The chimneys w i l l be reconstructed. In 
the early twentieth century a metal roof replaced the o r i g i n a l wood 
shingled roof. 

The removal of the lap siding (applied i n the early twentieth century) 
revealed v e r t i c a l 2" x 12" pine boards which extend v e r t i c a l l y from the 
f l o o r j o i s t s . This feature i s unusual f o r t h i s type of structure. The 
removal of the siding also exposed the o r i g i n a l window frames of the 
east and west facades. Exhibiting i d e n t i c a l proportions as the f r o n t 
windows, these openings have been replaced with l 2 / l 2 windows. 

A shed roof addition was attached onto the rear which provided three 
more rooms. The central room contained the kitchen and dining room 
while the outer two rooms were used as bedrooms. The 4/4 windows of 
the addition indicate that the rear section was construete1 i n the late 
nineteenth century. 
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The Tol Barret House represents a good example of a mid-nineteenth cen­
tury east Texas farmhouse. B u i l t about l848, the one-story frame house 
serve^^ as the home of the state's f i r s t successful o i l w e l l d r i l l e r , 
Tol Barret, from 1867 u n t i l his death i n I 9 l 3 i ani stands as the only 
remaining b u i l d i n g d i r e c t l y associated with Barret. The house displays 
many unusual a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s f o r a house of the lat e l840's. 
The 12/12 windows dist i n g u i s h the structure from other east Texas homes 
of that period. The building also exhibits v e r t i c a l board and batten 
construction, an extremely unorthodox method f o r that region and period, 

Lyne Taliaferro 
moving to Tennes 
l i s t e d as reside 
he was 25 years 
work as a clerk 
John B. Hardeman 
miles west of M 
Hardeman's wife 
death i n 1913. 

Barret was born i n Appomattox, V i r g i n i a i n 1832. Aft e r 
se*i he and his family settled i n Texas i n l842 ani were 
nts of Nacogdoches county i n the 185O census. When 
old, Barret married Angelina Thomas of Melrose and began 
i n Angelina's uncles' general store. One of the uncle s, 
, had constructed the two room, dog-run residence two 
elrose about l848 and sold the house to Barret when 
died i n 1867. Barret l i v e d i n the house u n t i l hirs 

Barret proved to be a very industrious and enterprising i n d i v i d u a l . 
Besides his success as a clerk a t the general store (he became one of 
the partners i n 1862 and eventually became the owner). Barret obtaine 
a lease to d r i l l f o r o i l near the c i t y of Nacogdoches i n early 1859, 
but the C i v i l War and the lack of machinery prevented him from producing 
what could have possibly been the world's f i r s t o i l well (the f i r s t was 
d r i l l e d i n Pennsylvania i n Augu-^t l859). Barret also served i n the 
Confederate Army from 1863 to 1865 and was commissioned a captain at the 
war's conclusion. 

Af t e r the war, Barret once again focused his a t t e n t i o n on d r i l l i n g f o r 
o i l an' founded the Melrose Petroleum Co. i n 1865. I n early f a l l 1866, 
Barret successfully complete" Texas' f i r s t producing o i l w e l l . (This 
s i t e . O i l Springs O i l Field Discovery Well was l i s t e d on the National 
Register November 23, 1977). With t h i s success, Barret traveled to 
Pennsylvania to secure f i n a n c i a l backing f o r his o i l venture. He con­
vinced John C a r l l , an early pioneer i n Pennsylvania's o i l industry, to 
invest i n Barret's enterprise. A f t e r several unsuccessful attempts, 
C a r l l l o s t i n t e r e s t , abandoned the search and returned to Pennsylvania. 
Barret became discouraged and returned to hiri mercantile business. He 
never again attempted to d r i l l another w e l l . 
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On March 23, I9 l 3 f Barret died, but the house continued to be owned by 
Barret's descendants u n t i l 1956 when the Irvines purchased the houre. 
Since that time, the structure hai been neglected. 

In 1975f the owners planned to raze the bu i l d i n g and use the scrap 
lumber to construct a new barn. Numerous attempts were made to save 
the building, but these e f f o r t s f a i l e d . F i n a l l y , the current owners, 
r e a l i z i n g i t s h i s t o r i c a l significance, purchased the r-'tructure and 
moved i t to i t s pre.';:ent location - about 12 miles from i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e . 
The new location closely resembles the r u r a l s e t t i n g of the o r i g i n a l 
s i t e , and does not adversely a f f e c t the h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y of the new 
setting. The owners are i n the process of restor i n g the structure to 
the period when Barret resided i n the house. 
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hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify t h a / i 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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State Working Number 
r. 

11 f 

TECHNICAL 
Photos ^ 
Maps l_ 

CONTROL 

Associaticai with Barret of significance in Texas o i l history and as . H I S T O R I A N 
local merchant. Although moved in 1975, this house i s only surviving ApD^.^Xj 
structure with Barret association. 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

This resource meets the criteria for a building that has beenREVIEW UNIT C H I E F 
moyed in that It has architectural value as a good example of 
a mid-19th century east Texas feunnhoxise and as the only survly-
Ing structure associated with the owner. Current owners rescued 
the hoxise from demolition and are restoring i t to its 19th cea-
turv appearance. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 
JUL 2 7 1979 

Name L o c a t i o n 

A m o t House 

Scholz Garten 

Kennedy Bakery 

Barret, Tol, House 

Marshall 
Harrison County 

Austin 
Travis County 

Houston 
Harris County 

Nacogdoches v i c i n i t y 
Nacogdoches County 
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• 
Honorable John G. Tower State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 
Honorable Sam B. H a l l , Jr. Mr. Truett Latiner 
Honorable J. J. (Jake) Pickle Executive Director 
Honorable George Tnoraas , Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Honorable Charles^Wilson P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station Austin, Texas 78711 Byers/b^r 8/2/79 For fur-t±Ler . InforTTiat ion, p lease c a l l t±ie N a t i o n a l Reg i s t e r a t (202)343-6401. 


