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The Tol Barret House is a one-story, frame, east Texas farmhouse con-
structed in about 1848 of locally milled pine lumber. The original
site for the structure was nine miles southeast of the city of Nacog-
doches; however, when threatened with demolition in 1975, the building
was moved about ten miles west of its original site. Efforts to persuade
the owners to save the building failed, and numerous attempts to raise
money to move the house to Nacogdoches as part of a Bi-Centennial pro-
ject proved unsuccessful. Recognizing the structure's historical im-
portance, the current owners purchased the building and re-located it
on their property. The house is presently being restored and will be
used as a guest house for the owners,

The front elevation displays a symmetrical facade with a central door
flanked by two 12/12 windows on either side, A covered porch extends
the length of the house and is supported by six unadorned, wood square
columns, The original floor plan included two rooms with an open hall-
way (dog-run) dividing the two rooms. The current owner speculates that
the hall was enclosed before 1913 to help accommodate Barret's large
family - Barret had eight children. Exterior brick chimneys extended
beyond the gable roof on the east and west facades, but were removed
when the house was relocated. The chimneys will be reconstructed. In
the early twentieth century a metal roof replaced the original wood
shingled roof.

The removal of the lap siding (applied in the early twentieth century)
revealed vertical 2" x 12" pine boards which extend vertically from the
floor joists. This feature is unusual for this type of structure. The
removal of the siding also exposed the original window frames of the
east and west facades. Exhibiting identical proportions as the front .
windows, these openings have been replaced with 12/12 windows,

A shed roof addition was attached onto the rear which provided three
more rooms. The central room contained the kitchen and dining room
while the outer two rooms were used as bedrooms, The L/l windows of
the addition indicate that the rear section was constructed in the late
nineteenth century.
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The Tol Barret House represents a good example of a mid-nineteenth cen-
tury east Texas farmhouse. Built about 1848, the one-story frame house
served as the home of the state's first successful oil well driller,

Tol Barret, from 1867 until his death in 1913, and stands as the only
remaining building directly associated with Barret. The house displays
many unusual architectural details for a house of the late 1840's,

The 12/12 windows distinguish the structure from other east Texas homes
of that period. The building also exhibits vertical board and batten
construction, an extremely unorthodox method for that region and period.

Lyne Taliaferro Barret was born in Appomattox, Virginia in 1832, After
moving to Tennesse§ he and his family settled in Texas in 1842 and were
listed as residents of Nacogdoches county in the 1850 census. When

he was 25 years old, Barret married Angelina Thomas of Melrose and began
work as a clerk in Angelina's uncles' general store. One of the uncle s,
John B, Hardeman, had constructed the two room, dog-run residence two
miles west oOf Melrose about 1848 and sold the house to Barret when
Hardeman's wife died in 1867. Barret lived in the house until his

death in 1913.

Barret proved to be a very industrious and enterprising individual,
Besides his success as a clerk at the general store (he became one of
the partners in 1862 and eventually became the owner), Barret obtained

a lease to drill for oil near the city of Nacogdoches in early 1859,

but the Civil War and the lack of machinery prevented him from producing
what could have possibly been the world's first oil well (the first was
drilled in Pennsylvania in August 1859). Barret also served in the
Confederate Army from 1863 to 1865 and was commissioned a captain at the
war's conclusion.

After the war, Barret once again focused his attention on drilling for
0il and founded the Melrose Petroleum Co, in 1865. 1In early fall 1866,
Barret successfully completed Texas' first producing o0il well. (This
site, 0il Springs 0il Field Discovery Well was listed on the National
Register November 23, 1977). With this success, Barret traveled to
Pennsylvania to secure financial backing for his oil venture. He con-
vinced John Carll, an early pioneer in Pennsylvania's o0il industry, to
invest in Barret's enterprise., After several unsuccessful attempts,
Carll lost interest, abandoned the search and returned to Pennsylvania.
Barret became discouraged and returned to his mercantile business., He
never again attempted to drill another well,
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On March 23, 1913, Barret died, but the house continued to be owned by
Barret's descendants until 1956 when the Irvines purchased the house.
Since that time, the structure had been neglected.

In 1975, the owners planned to raze the building and use the scrap
lumber to construct a new barn. Numerous attempts were made to save

the building, but these efforts failed. Finally, the current owners,
realizing its historical significance, purchased the structure and

moved it to its present location - about 12 miles from its original site.
The new location closely resembles the rural setting of the original
site, and does not adversely affect the historical integrity of the new
setting. The owners are in the process of restoring the structure to
the period when Barret resided in the house.
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Tol Barret House
Nacogdoches vicinity, Nacogdoches County, TX

Photo by Danny Hardy, Texas Historical
Commission, April, 1979

North (front) elevation

Photo #l%(é NAY 2 1 1979
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Tol Barret House
Nacogdoches vicinity, Nacogdoches County, Texas

Photo by Danny Hardy, Texas Historical
Commission, April, 1979

Northwest oblique
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Tol Barret House
Nacogdoches vicinity, Nacogdoches County, Texas

Photo by Danny Hardy, Texas Historical
Commission, April, 1979

East facade
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Tol Barret House
Nacogdoches Vicinity, Nacogdoches County, Texas

Photo by Danny Hardy, Texas Historical
Commission, April, 1979

South facade
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Tol Barret House
Nacogdoches vicinity, Nacogdoches County, Texas

Photo by Danny Hardy, Texas Historical
Commission, April, 1979

Northeast oblique, showing reconstructed
well house.

—
Photo #5 4f >
MAY 21 1979
. Do
JUl ? 7 1979



N
«\‘&

‘ g 020
S UNITED STATES ‘ NACOGDOCHES QUADRANGLE N
2 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR \ - TEXAS-NACOGDOCHES CO. gpe W
£ GEOLOGICAL SURYEY o X ’ ; i 15 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) ¢
94°45 335000m.E, 3 ¢ b ioons. 3810000 FE] 94°30

40 ) | ) GARRISON 7. I/ #B85 i
y S —r - T 27 i &
|

=
3 zéyr” )

31°45" T j" I T R _— . \\ Mop 7{"5
E\‘{ \I@% e !(‘(‘( \\3 ol
130my, LEE DA ~X 44 & R \‘q( ‘%7' e
(= / e P Sl

(&_

%)
7 \%

LS Z ,x!
A gAr
b )\

T Sl C

= '\ —
>)

S

e
G 2 (3 : ’4

Vi \\J }‘ ¢ i) 0 R ek |
Wl | (¥ —‘_.‘;./-./“ i v AN g \:‘ t : ‘ & S ; ‘ \ 1 7 p >’r «l
AR “%ﬁ’ﬁﬁ“’l&‘i\%@ _g‘ ST ONTER N < 'ﬁ ‘ ] \ \Rz’“ s 2 [
IS 7 XW@', [ 3 .“d)‘__iia S\ ?k | .’. < Bed r¢ s (S e DY) L7 Gt 57 t‘éﬁ
TR . W EOI R AR . ' e AR 2 &) Nzl NLE A ' YAl

f?;ﬁwwyﬁggﬁ§?~ QI W g NETD R0 SIS a

SAP L < S NP y * AN \.;“;' Merln W 9 D% 3 N e X | Vi \ -
SN mﬁ_i\b\w@,ﬁgﬁ 4 3\?@:@,‘\& E{ j&:" i ol oy ol b &V N,

v e, TR S ¥ SSRGS TP e g B e

SR ) N\ N

%if“}%%gxfl- ,grﬂﬂy %ﬁgﬂwhii"’
: N d L 2 %’/ﬁ: ¥

%
J

( E

9 |
0\ ( A'\
= \\,

i

\4“
SVIERS

Mg

Qr" ’(0)’,‘1\., y Jed 3 & e

: A > S = 4 " R Y N4 S 3 '\ U o N vt .7 ﬁ(

Rl St e W B e |

5 2 \ , \ £ X ,;.,/ > =gy W) &; ANSRWE gy

i'§ =y "3 1| 7 \ " \v 5 )\ V& ’ VA e "‘ 2 ke, N ! Ih ( 1355 '&Y \ { ‘ |
~‘Jj ) 444 = Y > (‘ / h ﬁf Ny \ ‘\y-

B SNSRI : -
v - g :‘ A ( P e _") \ ST T 1SN £ ;’.n"‘ ) i . 7/;— .i X », & 4 G 5 \
s A W, Ny P ST S ST o Sl o 1)) o) ¢ Tom At A R
i \// T 7 s DN ! $ \ , L f ) 7 A~ Y {
& ) i Aq ( e N ) 7 4 WIE ' i \ N ; "y
\ ° {72 cIES
: S N Y " Y

S % Jhehe , < R\ W
: X /\\f*ﬂll} ) s (N oI Y s> PR
AT o ) o e : A ) Mo 2 - NS = SRS U
[ R0 o8 e el y Ay AN b o \ g U (N
pion ct/  lelhs Y : - ( AT ‘ 1 | SO 7% Y
; ] W) w ‘\ ] ;;.:" 1:“'“ . \ S \. \\\“l_m( ‘ F 1% % ) ," ‘ .' ” ,‘\
‘; R ==0 | \ b \ ‘

i ) N
/A
2

N

(DOUGLASS)

\: i » .} 5[_’%/ S )

N e o e SRS A o
= ( = NG4S i O D T YA Y meitg
at 5 33y AU 7 Goaibea, )\ K\ Y : ) R ST g
Selddy T Bl e N P U AT
ey S s 36 () . DL ey

Y TS 2

4 DY

Paw-
l

G

¥

i SR =5 : el % ,k!}@ ., =

WEIGHEN  Ln  TrTER NG
S 7 ) e\ WCO LA NS T o g2 { 7
: 3»»)2’;3% N B e B e RGeS D
D & Y \ i ) }? =T 2 >0 » e '.“ 4 & ) 7, / =%y ) >, 2 ; %
‘Q \}\\\ > < N J NEEo s o & B / P %\
b / ‘ ¥ = ; "\&\‘\t ’ﬁi 3‘4 ~ V{’ R / ) ‘ / Y o
Ny A3 ’._\

b B \\é W
, . 1
M . st
) i AN, R SNE s 28, ar
| f Sl IEE e, B A
Ridge “ / e vl «? fowe_| { N o e ﬁ g B ) e

N a o ,‘6 S 4 o ‘ s O\ N N\ \ L 1) o

'b ] \', o DEL\WENIH D 2 ’{ : ,,:{',.{_ i[;l'.\ ‘&v ] s\\‘ N} ‘ ~ J,-'. % &

I\

ASNoH ladavea 104

mm/““zﬂﬁl CHONEYEAES ein
SVX3AL 'ALNNO? SEH 20aPoD 'TALINIDIA $3AH 20a900wN |

n

| 3486000m.
° o 4 2 P “ o °3()
31 3g4°4 3740000 FEET RLE:’I_-,I;‘VD’; :Il (REDLAND 1:24 000) 1 . . 3 | ‘ wr:un—ezos.oc.l : Tr‘m 9403%,1 30

0‘9 Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey 5 SCALE 1:62500 LS , ! ,f‘-’»s,

; ) 5t

q\h%oo Control by USGS and USC&GS 1 2 ! 2E3 4 MILES ::‘? o' - . G 1-2,2()1,
\o\’\?-f) Topography from aerial photographs by Kelsh plotter Y. 4 & \ = i %9,

Aerial photographs taken 1947. Field check 1952

Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum
10,000-foot grid based on Texas coordinate system,
central zone

« 4 edl au
1 2 3 4 5 KILOMETERS /Y ' T4 U. S. Route O State Route 7:\
CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET ' ‘ May o \ . 5\\\;
Red tint indicates areas in which only 4 1 7979 ; b

DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL :
landmark buildings are shown § -
1000-meter U:?versal Transverse Mercator grid ticks y QUADRANGLE LOCATION N ) NACOGDOCHES, TEX.
] ticks, APPROXIMATE MEAN e ATI ON j N3130—W9430/15

zone 15, shown in blue’ DECLINATION, 1952 THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS : \ o REG | <4
FOR SALE BY U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, FEDERAL CENTER, DENVER, COLORADO OR WASHINGTON 25, D. C. \ ) STER 4 l 9 4 gz 3 0 ((
\ ¥ a ﬂ_t I

A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

N T



BRRRET, Toe, HOUSEL

eIs]2% ;
W - S 73 '
Lo W ISt s

 Lesaa, 7596/
/Z AFLT

Y4 G Iieer. 770
WM%AA«/ LPC. 20243

%/WWZ/ZW@ Ltz Hse e
/é‘% 3o% : }Z.//ﬁj;:;mwlw%
N é% el o Lo preeseed

T o

%W&%Mngcﬁ |
hsnile b ZRY bty aiilarso o Ui

Ak 2Ll daf Rrace el $o Zatle ttB 7 ilondy £,
JeaZicrea /&7 /3 02es 12 tieelrioe awtreilicis
2.,)(/2-.%‘:72’;7 WWWW#

fhe I$40-50 flecclekl  af fboctnt Teng —

o T TR



ch/zf&témdf VI Sl
A tvws TFeh oty it i

o it P Bk it R K
%Mnm Rrelee acd Bie tocfe Hun
mmwﬁmww
Mg@éw&w of Ot Solrur D






ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE
JUL 27 1979
Date Entered
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Arnot House ¥arshall

Harrison County

Sébolz Carten Austin
Travis County

Rennedy Bakery Houston
Harris County
‘ Barret, Tol, House Nacogdoches vicinity

Nacogdoches County

Also Notified

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen

Honorable John G. Tower State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Sam B. Hall, Jr. Mr. Truett Latimer

Honorable J. J. (Jake) Pickle Executive Director

Honorable George Thomas " Texas State Historical Commission
Honorable Charles_ Wilson -P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

(_EE/’ Byers/bir  8/2/79
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