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1, Name 
historic O l d iV^^orr is C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

and/or common M o r r i s C o u n t y M u s e u m 

2. Location 

ForHC RS use only 

" " " "bCT 1 0 1973 

DEC r i 1919 date entered 

street & numljer 1 0 1 L i n d ^ D r i v e not for publication 

city, town D a i n g e r f i e l d vicinity of congressional district 1 

state T e x ^ s code 0 4 8 county . ' o r r i s code 3 4 3 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use y 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

t>eing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name T ' l o r r i s C o u n t y f^ iuseum s ind H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y 

street & number 1 0 1 L i n d a D r i v e 

city, town D a i n o e r f i e l d vicinity of state I E X a S 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. [ V j o r r i s C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

street & number 

city, town D ; , i n n e r f i e T H state T s y . , c , 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y has this property been determined elegible? yes no 

date 1 9 7 7 federal X_ state county local 

depository for survey records T e x ^ s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n 

city, town A u s t i n state T e x a s 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered L original site 

^ good ruins X altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The old fii o r r i s County Courthouse located i n Dai noer f i s 1 d, Texas 
is a two story s t r u c t u r e of load bearing b r i c k uualls surmounted w i t h 
a louj hipped roof uuith p l a i n cornice and cupola. Completed i n 1882 
by the l o c a l c o n s t r u c t i o n f i r m of Peterson and Stuckey at a cost of 
S5,500, the b u i l d i n o stands today i n rood s t r u c t u r a l r e p a i r w i t h the 
o r i o i n a l e x t e r i o r f a b r i c l a r o e l y unaltered. 

The f r o n t ( w e s t ) facade j u t s i n t o three planes from the c e n t r a l 
rectancular block of the courthouse. At the center and southernmost 
i s a three bay enclosed f a l s e p o r t i c o entered throuch a recessed 
vesti b u l e w i t h double door and transom on the ground f l o o r and topped 
with parapet w a l l . Four b r i c k p i l a s t e r s r i s e up through the cornice 
as square columns w i t h corbeled c ^ o i t n l s to form a three bayed 
corbeled parapet w a l l w i t h the center hay r i s i n g above the two 
sides. Each panel formed by the p i l a s t e r s and band contains a narrow 
A/4 double hung wooden window. The p i l a s t e r and corbeled b r i c k 
d e t a i l s continue back along e i t h e r side of the p o r t i c o forminc a 
single windowed bay. The remainder of the b u i l d i n g contains no 
decorative b r i c k d e t a i l i n g . 

The whole f r o n t p o r t i c o p r o j e c t s from a facade c o n s i s t i n p of a 
single bay on e i t h e r side of the p o r t i c o which steps out the width 
of a bay from the main p o r t i o n of the b u i l d i n g . 

Each of the remaining three facades are pvenly di v i d e d i n t o bays 
with A /A double hung wooden sash windows i n each bay w i t h the exception 
of the west facade which contains a double door w i t h transom centered 
on i t s westernmost p r o j e c t i o n and the east facade which contained an 
entrance, now sealed. 

The present roof i s white composition s h i n g l e s , the square cupola 
i s sided i n pressed metal decorative sheathing and covered w i t h a 
dome-like hipped r o o f . 

I n plan the courthouse i s b a s i c a l l y a rectangular c e n t r a l mass 
with stepped p r o j e c t i o n s extendino from each facade, thus increasing 
the number of rooms w i t h corner l i o h t and v e n t i l a t i o n . O r i g i n a l l y 
the courthouse was arranged about cross a x i a l h a l l s t r a v e r s i n o the 
b u i l d i n g east-west and north-south. However, remodelino of the i n t e r i o r 
i n about 1920 and 1950 has a l t e r e d the i n t e r i o r plan. A one story 
b r i c k , shed roofed, mechanical and u t i l i t y room was added to the rear 
(east ) e l e v a t i o n . A communications tower i s mounted on the cupola. 

The i n t e r i o r woodwork, althouah much a l t e r e d , was produced l o c a l l y 
by the contractor as was the f u r n i t u r e , which included a s u b s t a n t i a l 
judges chair and "well cushioned" j u r y bench. Plumbing was added to 
the b u i l d i n c i n 1884. The f i r s t e l e c t r i c a l w i r i n g was i n s t a l l e d i n 1915. 

Since being replaced by a new s t r u c t u r e i n 1972 the old f'lorris 
County courthouse has been adapted as a county museum and o f f i c e s f o r 
the county h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y . I n an e f f o r t to s t a b i l i z e the b u i l d i n g 
r epairs have been made i n recent years to the roof and cornice, windows 
have been r e b u i l t , and i n t e r i o r maintenance performed. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_ L 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specif ic dates 1 8 8 2 Bui lder /Arch i tec t P e t e r s o n a n d S t u c k e y 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The o l d r^iorris County Courthouse was the f i r s t permanent seat 
of government b u i l t i n one of Texas's smallest counties (259 square 
m i l e s ) , formed i n 1875 by subd i v i d i n g an adjacent county. The 
courthouse, b u i l t i n 1882, was not conceived as beino a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
unique. I n f a c t , the con t r a c t s p e c i f i e d the b u i l d i n c was to be 
i d e n t i c a l to the courthouse i n nearby F r a n k l i n County, now demolished, 
The b u i l d i n g thus represents the competitive and p r a c t i c a l s p i r i t 
of the newly prosperous region; the s i m p l i c i t y of the d e t a i l i n g 
however belies a rather complex and s o p h i s t i c a t e d plan designed to 
e f f i c i e n t l y maximize n a t u r a l l i g h t and v e n t i l a t i o n w i t h e i t h t e e n 
rooms havino corner windows. 

Spared demolition i n 1972 when the new courthouse was b u i l t on 
a d i f f e r e n t s i t e , the Diorris County courthouse has witnessed nearly 
a century of the d a i l y c i v i c a f f a i r s of a small town and county. 
John Levi Sheppard was a f a m i l i a r f i c u r e i n the courthouse f o r twenty 
years as d i s t r i c t attorney and d i s t r i c t judge u n t i l his e l e c t i o n to 
the L'. 5. Concress i n 1900. His son i^lorris Sheppard who was born and 
named w i t h the county i n 1375, was ele c t e d to h i s f a t h e r ' s unexpired 
term i n 1903 and thus commenced a d i s t i n o u i s h e d f o r t y - t w o year career 
i n the L'. S. Conoress and Senate. E f f o r t s are underway to preserve 
the courthouse as a landmark and center of l o c a l h i s t o r y i n a town 
f i r s t s e t t l e d i n 1830 and i s c u r r e n t l y the headquarters of the lYiorris 
County Diuseum and H i s t o r i c a l Society. 

-



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Connor, J e a n , A S h o r t H i s t o r y of fv^^orris Coun t y . D a i n g e r f i e l d , 1975,  
Ponder, Jack L . , A H i s t o r y of the Growth and P roc ress of i v o r r i s County 

From i^iarch 1836 rh rough fv.arch 1957, Oa i ncer f i e 1 d , T x , , 1965. 
D a i n q e r f j e l d Jeek l y S i n n e r , iMovember 9 , 1 8 8 1 , p. 1 , 

10. Geographical Data UTM HOT VER'FIEO 
Acreage of nominated property I s s s t h a n o n e 

Quadrangle name D a i n o e r f i e 1 d , T x . 

UMT References 
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Verbal boundary descr ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

The nominated property i s bound on the west by Linda Drive, on the north by 
Jefferson Street, and on the south and east by two unnamed all e y s . I t i s 
the only structure on that s i t e . 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Wm K e e t o n T u r n e r , R e s e a r c h A s s o c i a t e 

organization T e x a s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n date S e p t e m b e r 2 6 , 1 9 7 9 

street & number P. 0 , B o x 5 6 9 3 telephone 4 7 8 - 3 8 45 

city or town A u s t i n state T e x a s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 19^(Pub l ic Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register andKr t i f y thai it has be 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation ^n.d-Bfilkl9ation^ 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title S t ^ t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r date S e p t e m b e r 2 8 , 1 9 7 9 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

Keeper of the National Register (^c 4^--

date / / 

Attest: ^Pt^wd^ (9''-6&<A.CaJ^ date / Z 1± 
^Chief ef'haglgtratlon 

G P O 938 B35 
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ZNTP.IZS : N THE MATRONAL .=£GI37ZR 

Dacs i:it:ars<i 
UQ : I I 19; 

Maine Location 

Starr House 

Old Morris County Courthouse 

Amold-SiEonton House 

Marshall 
Harrison County 

Daingerfield 
Morris County 

Montgomery 
Montgomery County 

.klso SoTiiiied 

Honorable Llovd M. Bentsen 

Honorable John G. Tower 
.iOnorabla San 3, Hall, Jr. 
Honorable Charles '.vilson 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Commission 
P.O. OCX 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

NR 3yers/bjr 12/17/79 

:laase trail tha ̂ Tat-sr.al ?^c-s-sr a- .:c:; :-;:-;4Cl. 


