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DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE T H E ' P R E S E N T AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Arnold-Simonton House i s an early Texas Greek Revival structure 
i n the small town of Montgomery, Texas, Although moved one block 
from i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e , the house remains on the o r i g i n a l E, J, Arnold 
21-acre t r a c t of land near the heart of Montgomery's 1/2-mile radius 
corporate c i t y l i m i t s . The new location has not changed the o r i g i n a l 
environs. Similar to the old l o t , the new s i t e i s situated on a 
gravel road surrounded by 19th century residences to the north and 
east and undeveloped, wooded areas t o the south and west. 

B u i l t i n 1845 the o r i g i n a l portion of the Arnold-Simonton House 
is a one-story, five-bay residence with a central h a l l , four-room 
plan. The north (front) elevation displays a one-bay, c e n t r a l , 
pedimented p o r t i c o , supported on two octagonal columns. The 
columns were damaged during the recent move and have been truncated. 
They are temporarily resting on square pi e r s . These w i l l be restored 
according to the o r i g i n a l design. Sheltered by the portico, the 
main entrance i s a single door surrounded by f i v e - l i g h t sidelights 
and an e i g h t - l i g h t , square pane transom. An i d e n t i c a l doorway with 
sidelights and transom terminates the central h a l l on the south facade, 
but t h i s entrance i s now obscured on the exte r i o r by rear additions. 

Flanking each side of the north entrance are two two-over-two l i g h t 
windows with a simple frame. The east and west facades display 
three i d e n t i c a l windows, two opening i n t o the f r o n t (north) 
rooms and one i n t o the rear rooms. With the addition of bathrooms, 
probably i n the 1930's, small windows were added between the two 
fro n t windows and the rear wondow. The o r i g i n a l windows probably 
contained six-over-six l i g h t s , f or the proportions are more t y p i c a l 
of the Greek Revival period. The present windows w i l l be replaced 
by the more t y p i c a l Greek Revival l i g h t s during the restoration. 
I n t e r i o r brick chimneys on the east and west facade were removed 
at some time i n the 20th century and may have been located where 
the small windows have been cut. These, too, w i l l be replaced, 

A double pitched roof with gable ends facing the east and west sides 
crowns the o r i g i n a l p o r t i on. During restoration wood shingles w i l l 
replace the current composition shingles. Dentil t r i m beneath the eaves 
adds c l a s s i c a l d e t a i l to the portico and three sides of the house. 

The o r i g i n a l house contained a detached kitchen, but at some l a t e r 
date a kitchen v/ing was added across the south (rear) facade, A l a t e r 
addition to the rear, which had been converted to a garage, collapsed 
during the move and w i l l not be replaced because of i t s recent vintage. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

B u i l t c, 1845 the Arnold-Simonton House represents the oldest house 
surviving i n the town of Montgomery and one of two houses remaining 
from Texas' period as an independent Republic, A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 
the house i s a good example of the vernacular Greek Revival form, 
which began to appear i n Texas i n the 1840's, The owner, Dr, E, J, 
Arnold was prominent i n medical c i r c l e s , as well as p o l i t i c s and 
government. The bu i l d i n g , which housed Arnold and his descendants for 
132 years, represents an important h i s t o r i c a l l i n k with Montgomery's 
settlement and evolution as a community, 

Dr, E, J, Arnold, who had come to Texas from Connecti.cutt, s e t t l e d i n 
Montgomery i n 1835, I n 1845 he replaced his o r i g i n a l log residence 
with t h i s frame structure, using the old house as his o f f i c e , 
A prominent l o c a l physician, Arnold was also active i n state p o l i t i c s , 
served on the early Board of Medical Censors for the Republic (1837), 
donated land for the Montgomery Academy chartered i n 1848 and served 
on t h e i r Board of Trustees, After his death i n 1859, Arnold's 
daughter and son-in-law, Ludie and Reuben D, Simonton inherited the 
house. The Simonton family continued t o l i v e i n the house u n t i l 
the death of Emma Gay Simonton i n 1976, As a charter member of the 
Montgomery H i s t o r i c a l Society, Mrs, Simonton opened her h i s t o r i c 
home for tours for some twenty years. At her death the house was 
threatened with demolition, but the younger son agreed to donate the 
house to the Montgomery H i s t o r i c a l Society on the condition that they 
move the house to the adjacent block. The house was moved i n 1977 and 
following r e s t o r a t i o n , i t w i l l be used as the headquarters f o r the 
Society, 

The new location does not a l t e r the o r i g i n a l environment. Sited 
on a portion of Arnold's o r i g i n a l 21-acre t r a c t , the house remains 
on a similar l o t w i t h i n the same h i s t o r i c neighborhood. Within 
3 to 5 blocks are 8 antebellum homes, several Victorian and early 
20th century houses and an early 20th century church and bank. 
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• ̂  / to 
^t. 2, .'=ox 45 / 5 5 ^ 

-.t^^.r-srv, Texas L "2^ 
5, 1979 ^ 

STharles A, Harrington 
Acting Keeper of National Reglater 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Cept. of I n t e r i o r , Pension E-'jlldlng 
hUQ J. Street, K. 7. 

Washington, D. C. 20243 ( A t t n : NOM) 

Dear S i r : 
Rŝ ^ .irnolc - ^ I . _J 

. ~~ '. ' 1 le ty 
P. 0. Box 513 

\ * Kontgoxery, Texas '̂ 7356 
\ . I > 

Aa chairperson of/ the Montgoniery County H i s t o r i c a l 
CoTiilsalon ap we^l aa an active memVer of the Mont-
gOT.ery H i s t o r i c ^ Society, I would l i k e to niake a 
few coxsents as to reasons the -̂ Y.̂ ê building should 
be l i s t e d In the National Register: 

1. I t is one of the fine s t examples of jreek 
RtH.«al architecture remaining In our state, 

2. I t la most l i k e l y the oldest home s t i l l 
standing i n Hontgoxery County—certainly the 
oldest In the town of "ontgoxery. 

3. I t Is one of the very few buildings s t i l l 
standing In Texas that were constructed 
while Texaa was s t i l l a Republic. 

4, H i s t o r i c a l l y , I t has housed persons' and events 
Important to the Republic and State of Texas 
as well as to I-!ontgoxery and Montgomery ^ounty. 

According to recent research. I t was here a 
meeting was called and l e t t e r s w r i t t e n con­
cerning annexation, 

5, Rehabilitation plans Include making I t useful 
as a repository and re'=-earch center for lo c a l 
and state history a^ well as using many fur­
nishings of the period and area, 

6, I t a location Is suitable for I t to become the 
center of c u l t u r a l , educational, and social 
a c t i v i t y for the town and for t h i s part of 
Montgomery County, 



7. The l i t t l e c i t y o f Montgomery was the f i r s t 
seat o f government f o r Montgomery County. 
I t was Incorpora ted I n 1842 w i t h a c l t v l i m i t s 
w i t h i n a one-mile rad ius o f the Courthouse, 

The b u i l d e r o f t h i s house was a c i v i c leader 
I n every coxmunlty a c t i v i t y . His Simonton 
and Arnold descendants have follo^^'ed I n h i s 
f o o t s t e p s . This house has been t h e i r hoxe 
throughout the years , 

B, Last but not l e a s t , the smal l g r -up o f people 
who are r e s t o r i n g and making u s e f u l t h i s place 
need to be on the N a t i o n a l Regis ter I n order to 
o b t a i n f i n a n c i a l a i d . 

The Montgomery H i s t o r i c a l Society, organized t w e n t y - f i v e 
years ago to manage the a f f a i r s o f a homes tour w i t h the 
purpose o f encouraging p r e s e r v a t i o n and r e s t o r a t i o n , ha^ 
done much I n the c o x x u n l t y . Put now, t h i s group o f de-^l-
cated people have un(^ertaken t h i s trenendous r e s t o r a t i o n 
p r o j e c t I n order to save t h i s most worthy b u i l d i n g from 
c e r t a i n d e s t r u c t i o n , We are l o o k i n g toward l i s t i n g I n the 
N a t i o n a l Reglater I n order to q u a l i f y f o r Federal -grants-
i n - a i d . 

Thank you f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y to comment. 

Tessle Owen, Chairperson 
Montgomery County H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Rt , 2, Pox 'i5 
Montgomery, Texas '^'^356 
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MONTGOMERY. TEXAS 77356 
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Reuben Simonton, President 
Henry F. Carwile. Secretary 
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Gifton Underwood 

HIGH SCHOOL PRIN. 
Bobby Ezell 
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Robert W. Simmons III 
ELEM. SCHOOL PRIN. 

W.H. Gandy 

November 8, 1979 

Charles A. Herrington 
Acting Keeper of National Register 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
Dept. of I n t e r i o r , Pension Building 
440 G. Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 ( A t t . : NOM) 

Ref, to: Arnold-Simonton HOUSQ^ 
Montgomery H i s t o r i c a l Society 
P.O. Box 513 
Montgomery, TX 77356 

Dear Sir: 

I am principal of the Montgomery Elementary School at Montgomery, Texas. Besides 
educating boys and g i r l s , one of my concerns i s recording and preserving the history of 
our country. I am a member of the local H i s t o r i c a l Society and state H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
Commission. For my masters thesis I wrote a history of Montgomery County. My wife and 
I are presently restoring her grandparents home located here i n Montgomery, and we are 
f u l l y aware of the cost and time of restoration. 

In the town of Montgomery, we have many houses worthly of saving, but one i n pa r t i c u l a r , 
the Arnold-Simonton House, i s my greatest concern. This house has changed very l i t t l e 
since 1845, a fine example of this period's architecture and has been i n the same family 
and used as a doctor's residence since i t was b u i l t . I t was b u i l t near the crossroads 
of two early stagelines, the Houston-Cincinnati and Washington-Liberty lines. 

I f this house could qualify for the National Register, i t is a good p o s s i b i l i t y we could 
use i t for a museum or l i b r a r y , both duly needed i n our community. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Since^l^^, ^ 

W.H. Gandy, Principal 
Montgomery Elementary School 

WHG/ss 

• 
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