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il DESCRIBE THE PRESEN?—AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Arnold-Simonton House is an early Texas Greek Revival structure

in the small town of Montgomery, Texas. Although moved one block
from its original site, the house remains on the original E. J. Arnold
2l-acre tract of land near the heart of Montgomery's 1/2-mile radius
corporate city limits, The new location has not changed the original
environs, Similar to the old lot, the new site is situated on a
gravel road surrounded by 19th century residences to the north and
east and undeveloped, wooded areas to the south and west,

Built in 1845 the original portion of the Arnold-Simonton House

is a one~-story, five-bay residence with a central hall, four-room
plan. The north (front) elevation displays a one~bay, central,
pedimented portico, supported on two octagonal columns, The

columns were damaged during the recent move and have been truncated.
They are temporarily resting on square piers, These will be restored
according to the original design. Sheltered by the portico, the
main entrance is a single door surrounded by five-light sidelights
and an eight-light, square pane transom. An identical doorway with
sidelights and transom terminates the central hall on the south facade,
but this entrance is now obscured on the exterior by rear additions.

Flanking each side of the north entrance are two two-over-two light
windows with a simple frame. The east and west facades display
three identical windows, two opening into the front (north)

rooms and one into the rear rooms. With the addition of bathrooms,
probably in the 1930's, small windows were added between the two
front windows and the rear wondow. The original windows probably
contained six-over-six lights, for the proportions are more typical
of the Greek Revival period. The present windows will be replaced
by the more typical Greek Revival lights during the restoration.
Interior brick chimneys on the east and west facade were removed

at some time in the 20th century and may have been located where
the small windows have been cut., These, too, will be replaced.

A double pitched roof with gable ends facing the east and west sides
crowns the original portion., During restoration wood shingles will
replace the current composition shingles., Dentil trim beneath the eaves
adds classical detail to the portico and three sides of the house,

The original house contained a detached kitchen, but at some later
date a kitchen wing was added across the south (rear) facade, A later
addition to the rear, which had been converted to a garage, collapsed
during the move and will not be replaced because of its recent vintage.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built c. 1845 the Arnold-Simonton House represents the oldest house
surviving in the town of Montgomery and one of two houses remaining

from Texas' period as an independent Republic,

Architecturally,

the house is a good example of the vernacular Greek Revival form,

which began to appear in Texas in the 1840's.

The owner, Dr. E. J.

Arnold was prominent in medical circles, as well as politics and

government,

The building, which housed Arnold and his descendants for

132 years, represents an important historical link with Montgomery's
settlement and evolution as a community.

Dr. E. J. Arnold, who had come to Texas from Connecticutt, settled in
Montgomery in 1835,
with this frame structure, using the old house as his office.

A prominent local physician, Arnold was also active in state politics,
served on the early Board of Medical Censors for the Republic (1837),
donated land for the Montgomery Academy chartered in 1848 and served

on their Board of Trustees.

In 1845 he replaced his original log residence

After his death in 1859, Arnold's

daughter and son-in~law, Ludie and Reuben D, Simonton inherited the

house.

The Simonton family continued to live in the house until

the death of Emma Gay Simonton in 1976. As a charter member of the

Montgomery Historical Society, Mrs, Simonton opened her historic

At her death the house was °
threatened with demolition, but the younger son agreed to donate the
house to the Montgomery Historical Society on the condition that they
The house was moved in 1977 and
following restoration, it will be used as the headquarters for the
Society.

home for tours for some twenty years.,

move the house to the adjacent block.

The new location does not alter the original environment,

Sited

on a portion of Arnold's original 2l-acre tract, the house remains

on a similar lot within the same historic neighborhood.

Within

3 to 5 blocks are 8 antebellum homes, several Victorian and early
20th century houses and an early 20th century church and bank.
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Arnold-Simonton House 0CT 1 01979
Rankin St. near Worsham St.
Montgomery, Montgomery County, Texas

Photo by Danny Hardy, Texas Historical
Commission, 1979

North elevation
Photo #1‘77 /OCF/
pEc 1 1 1979
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Arnold-Simonton House 0CT j0 1979
Rankin St. near Worsham St.
Montgomery, Montgomery County, Texas

Photo by Danny Hardy, Texas Historical
Commission, 1979

Northwest oblique

Photo #275
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Arnold-Simonton House OGTf()ﬁﬂg
Rankin St. near Worsham St.
Montgomery, Montgomery County, Texas

Photo by Danny Hardy, Texas Historical
Commission, 1979

Southwest oblique

Photo #3%5






Arnold-Simonton House
Rankin Street near Worsham Street
Montgomery, Montgomery County, Texas

Photo courtesy of Montgomery Historical
Society, 1979. Date of photo unknown.

House on original site.
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_ CT 1.0 1979
Arnold-Simonton House
Rankin Street near Worsham Street
Montgomery, Montgoemery County, Texas

Photo courtesy of Montgomery Historical
Society, 1979. Date of photo unknown.

House on original site.

Photo #5%5’ OOE
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Rt. 2, Box 45
Montgomery, Texas
Nov, 5, 1979

Oharles A, Herrington

Acting Keeper of National Register

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Dept. of Interior, Pension Building

440 G, Street, N, W,

Washington, D, C. 20243 (Attn: NOM)

Dear Sir:
Ret Arnold-Simonton House
Montgomnery nistorical Soclety

¥ O. Box 515
\Jiontgomery, Texas 77356

As chairpereson off the Montgomery County Historical
Commiesion as well as an 2ctive member of the Mont-
gomery Historicgl Soclety, I would like to make a
few comments as to reasons the above building should
be listed in the National Registers

1, It is one of the finest examples of Greek
Rewdyal architecture remaining in our state,

2, It is most likely the oldest home still
standing 1n Montgomery County--certainly the
oldest in the town of Montgomery,

3. It 1s one of the very few buildings still
standing 1in Texas that were constructed
wnhille Texas was still a Republic.

4, Historically, it has housed persons and events
important to the Republic and State of Texas
as well as to Montgomery and Montgomery VYounty.

According to recent research, it was here a
meetling was called and letters written con-
cerning annexation,

5. Rehabllitation plans include making it useful
as a repository and research center for local
and state hlstory as well as using many fur-
nlshings of the period and area,

6. Its location is suitable for 1t to become the
center of cultural, educational, and social
activity for the town and for this part of
Montgomery County,



7. The llttle city of Montgomery was the first
seat of government for Montgomery County.
It was Incorporated in 1848 with a city limits
within a one-mile radius of the Courthouse,.

The buillder of this house was a civic leader
In every community activity, His Simonton
and Arnold descendants have followed in his
footsteps, This house has been their home
throughout the vears,

8. Last but not least, the small group of people
who are restoring and making useful this place
need to be on the National Register in order to
obtain financial 2id,

The Montgomery Historical Society, organized twenty-five
years ago to manage the affairs of a homes tour with the
gurpose of encouraging preeervation and restoration, has
one much in the community, But now, this group of dedi-
cated people have undertaken this trenendous restoration
project in order to save this most worthy building from
certain destruction, We are looking toward listing in the
National Register in order to qualify for Federal grants-
in-aid,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
Sincerely,
‘lgibaziézca (Ehbbﬂbuz/
Bessle Owen, Chairperson

Montgomery County Historical Commission
Rt. 2, Box 45

Montgomery, Texas 77356
, .
e
- = -
v ¥ LA
¢ -
g, e » ) i
a "Qw"‘
| erdmcoion
- o



\\

g

¥

THE NATIONAL RE 7 OF HISTORIC PRACES

DATE .@Nﬁv 9 m -

wh PR , A0
“NURIDURL TEBPINSE (ATTAGHEDY

 INFORMTivE MeisL SENT

TELEFHONE CALL (ATTACHED)

DATE ACTION TAKEN

INITHLS




A’ﬂ%@" %v@n \( o AN
- Aloarce oNt .
" /O 3—28%
Montcomery Inpepenpent Schoor District

P. 0. BOX 1475
: MONTGOMERY, TEXAS 77356

BOARD OF EDUCATION SUPERINTENDENT
Reuben Simonton, President Gifton Underwood
Henry F. Carwile, Secretary HIGH SCHOOL PRIN.
Joe Jackson Bobby Ezell
Claude Giles MIDDLE SCHOOL PRIN.
Mary C. Duncan Robert W. Simmons I1I
Charles Mock ELEM. SCHOOL PRIN.
Valerie Peel W.H. Gandy

November 8, 1979

Charles A. Herrington

Acting Keeper of National Register
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
Dept. of Interior, Pension Building

440 G. Street N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20243 (Att.: NOM)

Ref. to:l’;;nold—simonton Hou;;]
Montgomery Historical Society
P.0. Box 513
Montgomery, TX 77356

Dear Sir:

I am principal of the Montgomery Elementary School at Montgomery, Texas. Besides
educating boys and girls, one of my concerns is recording and preserving the history of
our country. I am a member of the local Historical Society and state Historical Survey
Commission. For my masters thesis I wrote a history of Montgomery County. My wife and
I are presently restoring her grandparents home located here in Montgomery, and we are
fully aware of the cost and time of restoration.

In the town of Montgomery, we have many houses worthly of saving, but one in particular,
the Arnold-Simonton House, is my greatest concern. This house has changed very little
since 1845, a fine example of this period's architecture and has been in the same family
and used as a doctor's residence since it was built. It was built near the crossroads
of two early stagelines, the Houston-Cincinnati and Washington-Liberty lines.

If this house could qualify for the National Register, it is a good possibility we could
use it for a museum or library, both duly needed in our community.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely, v
1QVZE;Z.<gZZWh%?k//
W.H. Gandy, Principal

Montgomery Elementary School

WHG/ss
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01d Morris County Courthouse Daingerfield
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.onorable Sam 3. Hall, Jr. Mr. Truett Latimer
Honorable Charles Wilson Executive Dirsctor
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