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[NAME 
HISTORIC 

S c o t t - M a j o r s House 
AND/OR COMMON 

Heri tage House 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

^25 Chestnut S t . _NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY. TOWN 

Colorado C i t y VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

/7tL 
STATE CODE 

'i'exa; 
COUNTY 

M i t c h e l l 
CODE 

32S 
CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
—DISTRICT 

X.BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

2LPRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_ I N PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
-XOCCUPIEO 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
2LYES: RESTRICTED 

— YES UNRESTRICTED 

— NO 

PRESENTUSE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL 2 L P R I V A T E RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER 

• O W N E R OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Memory Preservation, Inc . 
STREETS. NUMBER 

3^1 Elm s t r ee t 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

C o l o r a 0 C i t y VICINITYOF Texas 
0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Mi tcHe l l County Courthouse 
STREETS. NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN STATE 

Colora.0 Ci ty 

~: :•• •. 
O REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TftLE 

H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y 
DATE 

1 9 7 8 —FEDERAL _JSTATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEYRECORDS Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
CITY. TOWN A ^ • T 

A u s t i n , Texas 
STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ik jR IGINAL SITE 

^GOOD —RUINS X A L T E R E D —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Erected i n 1883 of l o c a l brick, the Scott Majors House o r i g i n a l l y featured 
Eastlake d e t a i l s . S t y l i s t i c ornamentation included t h i n post columns 
with brackets, an en c i r c l i n g veranda, wood shutters and galvanized iron 
roof cresting. 

The house has a projecting o f f center mass to the east which i s a focal 
point. Two f i r s t - s t o r y , double hung, f o u r - l i g h t windows and a smaller 
double-hung, two-pane window on the southeast are accented with s t i l t e d 
arches; the other windows, including the one under the gable, are span­
ned with simple segmental arches. The modest entrance carried out the 
wood s t y l i s t i c forms i n the treatment of the f a n l i g h t , the two long 
round arched glass window and the rectangular panel below. The roof i s 
shingled. 

The plan has twelve rooms and one bath situated around a central en­
trance h a l l i n a rambling pattern. Double antique fireplaces enhanced 
with cast iron ornamental features h i g h l i g h t the parlor and dining room. 
The parlor fireplace u t i l i z e s the round arch keystoned by a round f i n i a l 
d i r e c t l y below the mantle; the dining room fireplace i s larger with a 
marble mantle. Ornamentation on t h i s rectangular fireplace i s divided 
into decorative multi-colored panels. The i n t e r i o r also has bea u t i f u l 
hardwood f l o o r s . 

Several features have been added on the grounds of the dwelling. A 
concrete-lined storm c e l l a r i s located nearby. Other features include 
two masonry lined cisterns, a new patio and steps, a two-space carport 
and an eight-foot by twelve-foot storage building. Nineteenth-century 
red brick sidewalks edged with upright bricks s t i l l e x i s t and concrete 
walks have been added. 

The house has been remodeled on the exter i o r . The veranda has been mod­
i f i e d to form two covered concrete porches adjacent to the f r o n t wing. 
The spindle work has been replaced with rectangular supports. The shut­
ters an' roof cresting also have been removed, A colored glass fan­
l i g h t pane has been replaced with a wood panel. 

Much repair i s needed to return the brick work to i t s o r i g i n a l appearance. 
The mortar needs repointing, especially on the ground l e v e l and d i r e c t l y 
under the window s i l l s . The two-row brick band on the f r o n t , located 
several feet above the ground l e v e l , appears i n good c o n l i t i o n . The 
chimneys, noteworthy f o r t h e i r ornamental patterns, are i n good con i-
t i o n , A wood storage building also needs repair. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

• 
PERIOD 

—PREHISTOHIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

—1600-1699 

—1700-1799 

XI800-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

^^ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

X_COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIALyHUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1883 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Scott-Majors House was the f i r s t b rick structure b u i l t i n the then 
booming community of Colorado City. I t i s an example of vernacular Vic­
torian architecture, remains as the sole representative of an important 
period i n the town's history, and was the home of an i n d i v i d u a l impor­
tant to the development of north and west Texas. 

Colorado City was o r i g i n a l l y developed and b u i l t as a terminal c i t y 
f o r the Texas and Pacific Railroad i n l 8 8 l . When the ra i l r o a d f i n a l l y 
progressed to t h i s area on the banks of the Colorado River, the town 
developed into the p r i n c i p a l f r e i g h t i n g point i n western Texas and eas­
tern New Mexico, Often compared to Dodge City by i t s nineteenth-century 
residents, the town was a rambunctious mixture of cattlemen, s e t t l e r s 
going west, land speculators and r a i l r o a d workers. 

The home located on Chestnut Street was b u i l t w i t h l o c a l l y manufactured 
bricks and i s reminiscent of Colorado City's heyday. By the time i t was 
b u i l t , e l e c t r i c i t y had been i n l i m i t e d operation f o r a year and plans 
f o r telephone i n s t a l l a t i o n had been completed. 

The one-story red brick structure was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t by Mr. and Mrs. 
J. P. Hodgson, the son-in-law and daughter of General Tom Green f o r whom \ 
Tom Green County was named. The home was sold six months l a t e r to F.M. j 
Fool on October 31» l884. Winfield Scott, a v/ell known cattleman of the/ 
area, bought the home i n A p r i l of l884. ,̂ 

i t^ij-^ 

V/infield Scott i s best known i n Texas as a prosperous Fort 'A'orth banker; " 
however, he was also partners with Sug Robertson i n the HAT spread which 
covered areas i n Nev; Mexico and M i t c h e l l County. A f t e r he purchased the 
house, he was reported to have spent over $10,000 redecorating i t . Scott, 
a big moustached man, was often involved i n some a r c h i t e c t u r a l work. He 
had extensive investments i n Fort Worth rea l estate and comparatively mod­
ern o f f i c e and hotel buildings. Among the most well known i s the Worth 

Hotel. He also owned the largest amount of stock i n the Mutual O i l Com­
pany i n Fort Worth, was president of East St. Louis Cotton O i l Company 
and founded the Fort Worth State Bank. Scott sold the house i n 1889. 

The house changed hands various times before 1898 when i t became the pro­
perty of J.P. Majors and his family. Majors was a jeweler who moved to 
Colorado City from Fort Payne, Alabama. By the turn of the century, Co­
lorado City had declined to a great degree. Trunk r a i l r o a d lines had pro­
gressed throughout West Texas and other more c e n t r a l l y located f r e i g h t 
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centers had been established. The home remained un-er the ownership of 
the Majors family u n t i l 1966 when i t was purchased by Mr, Bob Tammen. In 
1977, a non-profit organization. Memory Preservation, Inc., purchased 
the property with the i n t e n t to restore and preserve the house. 
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Wi l l a rd B. Robinson/Professor of Archi tec ture 

ORGANIZATION DATE 
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Property 

state Working Number 

TECHNICAL 
Photos 
Maps I 

CONTROL 

House described as s i g n i f i c a n t i n both a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l 
contexts. The only h i s t o r i c a l association that seems important i n 
Reigster context i s that with Winfield Scott; but form does not even 
make clear why he had t h i s house, whether he l i v e d here f o r most of the 

HISTORIAN 

I' Id- If 

^ .̂  ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIA 
of the p e r i o d i n the town. The 

AN The house i s the f i r s t b r i c k s t r u c t u r e 
the town and i s the s o l e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n the town and i s the s o l e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the p e r i o d i n the town. The 

a l t e r a t i o n s c o n s i s t of removal of the o r i g i n a l porch ( i n some places r e p l a c e d 
w i t h new porches, i n o t h e r s , the space i s now enclosed. The b r i c k w o r k i s 
o r i g i n a l and much i n t e r i o r d e t a i l s u r v i v e s . The pre s e n t owner i n d i c a t e s a 

d e s i r e to r e s t o r e the house but SHPO was unaftle t ^ r e l a t e A R C H E O L O G I S T d e s i r e to r e s t o r e the house but SHPO was unaftle 
the e x t e n t of the planned r e s t o r a t i o n 

; unalble t.<^relate A K C H E C 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 
Not a strong property, but acceptable. Significant 
as early in community, associated with a major community/area 
figure (who obviously took some interest in house). Form 
evidences community perception of this as an importance structure. - ^ 7? 

out. 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 
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