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Erected in 1883 of local brick, the Scott Majors House originally featured
Eastlake details., Stylistic ornamentation included thin post columns
with brackets, an encircling veranda, wood shutters and galvanized iron
roof cresting.

The house has a projecting off center mass to the east which is a focal
point., Two first-story, double hung, four-light windows and a smaller
double-hung, two-pane window on the southeast are accented with stilted
arches; the other windows, including the one under the gable, are span-
ned with simple segmental arches. The modest entrance carried out the
wood stylistic forms in the treatment of the fanlight, the two long
round arched glass window and the rectangular panel below. The roof is
shingled.

The plan has twelve rooms and one bath situated around a central en-
trance hall in a rambling pattern. Double antique fireplaces enhanced
with cast iron ornamental features highlight the parlor and dining room,
The parlor fireplace utilizes the round arch keystoned by a round finial
directly below the mantle; the dining room fireplace is larger with a
marble mantle., Ornamentation on this rectangular fireplace is divided
into decorative multi-colored panels. The interior also has beautiful
hardwood floors.

Several features have been added on the grounds of the dwelling. A
concrete-lined storm cellar is located nearby. Other features include
two masonry lined cisterns, a new patio and steps, a two-space carport
and an eight-foot by twelve-foot storage building. Nineteenth-century
red brick sidewalks edged with upright bricks still exist and concrete
walks have been added,

The house has been remodeled on the exterior., The veranda has been mod-
ified to form two covered concrete porches adjacent to the front wing.
The spindle work has been replaced with rectangular supports. The shut-
ters and roof cresting also have been removed, A colored glass fan-
light pane has been replaced with a wood panel.

Much repair is needed to return the brick work to its original appearance.
The mortar needs repointing, especially on the ground level and directly
under the window sills, The two-row brick band on the front, located
several feet above the ground level, appears in good condition, The
chimneys, noteworthy for their ornamental patterns, are in good condi-
tion. A wood storage building also needs repair,
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The Scott-Majors House was the first brick structure built in the then
booming community of Colorado City. It is an example of vernacular Vic-
torian architecture, remains as the sole representative of an important
period in the town's history, and was the home of an individual impor-
tant to the development of north and west Texas.

Colorado City was originally developed and built as a terminal city

for the Texas and Pacific Railroad in 1881. When the railroad finally
progressed to this area on the banks of the Colorado River, the town
developed into the principal freighting point in western Texas and eas-
tern New Mexico. Often compared to Dodge City by its nineteenth-century
residents, the town was a rambunctious mixture of cattlemen, settlers
going west, land speculators and railroad workers,

The home located on Chestnut Street was built with locally manufactured
bricks and is reminiscent of Colorado City's heyday. By the time it was
built, electricity had been in limited operation for a year and plans
for telephone installation had been completed.

The one-story red brick structure was originally built by Mr. and MNrs.

J. P. Hodgson, the son-in-law and daughter of General Tom Green for whom
Tom Green County was named, The home was sold six months later to F.M.
Pool on October 31, 1884, Winfield Scott, a well known cattleman of th%)
area, bought the home in April of 1884, A

VN
Winfield Scott is best known in Texas as a prosperous Fort Worth banker; U
however, he was also partners with Sug Robertson in the HAT spread which
covered areas in New Mexico and Mitchell County. After he purchased the
house, he was reported to have spent over $10,000 redecorating it. Scott,
a big moustached man, was often involved in some architectural work. He
had extensive investments in Fort Worth real estate and comparatively mod-
ern office and hotel buildings. Among the most well known is the Worth
Hotel, He also owned the largest amount of stock in the Mutual 0il Com-
pany in Fort Worth, was president of East St. Louis Cotton 0il Company
and founded the Fort Worth State Bank. Scott sold the house in 1889,

The house changed hands various times before 1898 when it became the pro-
perty of J.P. Majors and his family. Majors was a jeweler who moved to
Colorado City from Fort Payne, Alabama. By the turn of the century, Co-

lorado City had declined to a great degree. Trunk railroad lines had pro-
gressed throughout West Texas and other more centrally located freight
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centers had been established, The home remained under the ownership of
the Majors family until 1966 when it was purchased by Mr. Bob Tammen. In
1977, a non-profit organization, Memory Preservation, Inc., purchased

the property with the intent to restore and preserve the house.
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Scott-Majors House
425 Chesnut St.

Colorado City, Mitchell County, Texas

Photo courtesy of Lee Jones, Jr.
Photo taken c.1890

East facade
Photo #1
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Scott-Majors House

425 Chesnut St,

Colorado City, Mitchell County, Texas
Photo courtesy of Lee Jones, Jr., 1978

East facade
Photo #2

DEC 121978

FFP



TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION



Scott-Majors House
425 Chesnut St.
Colorado City, Mitchell County, Texas

Photo by Danny Hardy, Texas Historical Commission, 1978

South facade
Photo #3
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Scott-Majors House

425 Chesnut St.

Colorado City, Mitchell County, Texas

Photo by Danny Hardy, Texas Historcal Commission, 1978

Southwest oblique
Photo #4
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Scott-Majors House
425 Chesnut St.
Colorado City, Mitchell County, Texas

Photo by Danny Hardy, Texas Historical Commission, 1978

Northwest oblique
Photo #5

DEC 121978

FEB 1979
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Also Notified

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen

Honorable John G. Tower State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Charles W. Stenholm Mr. Truett Latimer
Honorable James A. Mattox Executive Director

Texas State Historical Commission
P.0, Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

uR_- Byers/bjr 2/13/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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