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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hotel Blessing's wood frame construction is an unusual expression of the
Mission Revival style in Texas. Built in 1907, the two story structure pre-dates
the popularization of the style in the southwestern and western U. S, The most
evident stylistic influences on the rectangular edifice are the simple mission
parapets at the east end of the main gable and on a cross gable near the center
of the structure. Reinforcing the revival style are the 15' x 15' towers flanking
the east entrance to the hotel, reminiscent of the bell towers associated with
the Spanish Colonial Missions. Topping the twin towers are pyramidal roofs
with wide overhanging eaves. These roofs are of pressed tin shingles.
Fenestration of 1/1 light wood sash windows is regular.

An attached one story porch protects the east ground level entrance.
Columns supporting the porch roof/balcony are covered with cypress siding as
is the rest of the building. A simple ballustrade of squared ballusters and
posts tops the porch roof and is a railing for the second story balcony.
Protecting the second story exit to the balcony is a shed canopy supported by
brackets attached to the wall.

In 1910, the original horizontal pine shiplap siding was covered with
cypress lap siding. The pressed tin shingles of the main roof (but not the
towers) have been replaced with V-crimp galvanized sheets. A portion of
the wood floor at the east entrance porch was replaced with concrete slab.

A two-light window at the west end was replaced with a 12/12 light wood
window of different dimensions. One original window on the north side has
been removed, adding a public entrance to the dining room. An early shed
addition is attached at the rear of the building, adjoining the kitchen. Also
on the property is a wood frame outbuilding, used for storage. A

The interiotr of the hotel remains intact with original finish on the wood-
work, unaltered floor plan, and many of the original furnishings and accessories.
Twenty-five rooms in the hotel once were served from the large dining room
at the northwest end of the ground floor.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the oldest buildings in the town of Blessing, the Hotel Blessing
is both a unique combination of architectural influences and an important
community center.

The hotel is architecturally unique in its translation of the Mission
Revival influence into Anglo wood frame construction. In the tprcal Southwest
Mission Revival structure, some attempt was made to resemble adobe (often
with plaster over brick). Here is an unusual honesty of wood construction,
with the forms only, and not the surface treatment, reflecting the Mission
Revival influence. The twin towers flanking the east entrance to the Hotel
are reminiscent of the Spanish Colonial Missions' bell towers, as are the
simple mission parapets above the entrance and at the ends of the roof's
cross gable.

The hotel has served as an important landmark to the community since
it was built. It was constructed by Jonathan E, Pierce, who founded the town.
Blessing was named by Pierce in gratitude for the arrival of the Southern
Pacific Railroad in 1903 (following rejection by the railroad of "Thank God'
as a name), after he had given right-of-way through his ranch land. In
September, 1907, the Blessing townsite was platted and subdivided; the Hotel
Blessing was opened for the traveling public and landseekers in December of
that year. Growth of the town was due to the importance of the railroad to
the area's commercial and agricultural activity. Since World War II, freight
train traffic has stopped at Blessing only to leave and pick up cars of grain
at the town elevator, and the depot buildings have been removed.

With its location on the town square and on the highway through Blessing,
the hotel became the central gathering place for the community. The coffee
shop of the hotel retains that function, serving as the ''tactical planning center
each morning for the area's farmers and ranchers.

The hotel was refinished and painted in the 1930's. Room rental was
discontinued in 1972, The hotel remained in the hands of J. E. Pierce's
heirs until 1977, when A, B. Pierce, Jr. (grandson of the builder) deeded
the building and land as a gift to the Blessing Historical Foundation. The
Foundation has undertaken repairs and painting of both the interior and
exterior. A new need for room rental has resulted fromthe constructon of
the South Texas Nuclear Project, which has brought increased commercial
activity to the area.

n
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Hotel Blessing

Ave. B between 9th and 10th St.
Blessing, Matagorda County, Texas
Photo by Stan Klein, Texas His-

torical Commission, 1976
Northeast oblique

Photo #1 a)

FEBE 1T 1979
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Hotel Blessing

Ave, B between 9th and 10th St,

Blessing, Matagorda County, Texas

Photo by Stan Klein, Texas His-
torical Commission, 1976

Southeast oblique

Photo #2 Cy TR
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Hotel Blessing

Ave. B between 9th and 10th St.

Blessing, Matagorda County, Texas

Photo by Stan Klein, Texas His-
torical Commission, 1976

West facade

Photo_#3 WCJ - T X
DEC 19 1973
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DEC 281978

Hotel Blessing

Ave. B between 9th and 10th St,

Blessing, Matagorda County, Texas

Photo by Stan Klein, Texas Historical
Commission, 1976 :

North facade

Photo #4
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TRUETT LATIMER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

P. 0. BOX 12276
AUSTIN TEXAS 78711
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December 19, 1978 B DEC 2 81978

NATIONAL
REGISTER /_;;:)\ /

e

Dear Marcella:

Enclosed is the photo I mentioned on the phone. The Hotel Blessing
nomination was sent in December 12.

Just another example of what livingyin Texas this long can do to one.

rely,

isda Anderson
Coordinator
National Register Nominations

LA/cm

Enclosure

Ms. Marcella Sherfy

Review Staff

National Register of Historic Places
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
Pension Building

440 G Street, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20243

7& State Jyfmcjl/ /or Historic Preservation
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Charter No. 352754
IRS No. 23-7433934

Box 517, 512/588-6332
Blessing, Texas 77419
Jan. 15, 1979

P J @ T AP

£

Mr. William J. Murtagh ™ +R.alre. 28. 7%

Keeper of the National Register

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

Department of the Interior

Pension Building, 440 G Street, N. W. p

Washington, D. C. '
Re: Hotel Blessing -

Dear Mr, Murtagh: (

In response to your notification of December 28th that
you will soon be considering whether or not Hotel Blessing
should be listed on the National Register of Historic Places,
we send the enclosed material for your perusal and as an
update to the original application, This includes seven
pictures as the building now appears, and a writeup in the
newspaper sent out by the South Texas Nuclear Project people.

We make no pretense toward elegance and wish you to base
your decision upon an honest portrayal of the place. The
improvements have been received with enthusiasm . In a
subtropical climate such as ours, few if any early landmarks
remain, and we consider it to be one.

The tax benefits are attractive, but we hope not to be
a burden upon the government money-wise, and will make every
effort to apply the National Trust'¢ ‘guidelines as we continue.
We plan to open the lodging for a seminar on Texas Wildflowers
on April 5th, using the town's Community House as the meeting
place,

It may be that we heard you speak, Mr. Myrtagh, at the
Chicago Art Institute in 1969 at the NatiorfjConvention of the
American Institute of Architects; it was an 1mpre881ve talk
and this may be said to be a consequence of it., We will ap-
preciate your consideration.

Very sincer

ot A Beree

Abel B. Pierce, President Horace F. Brown, Jr., Vice President Ruth H. Pierce, Secy-Treas
Box 517, Blessing, Texas 77419 609 Fannin, Suite 200, Houston, Texas 77002 Box 517, Blessing, Texas 77419
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Brown & Root, Inc.
Issue No. 8, December, 1978

‘A Look at Progress!

SOUTH TEHAS
PROJECT
ELECTRIC
GENERATING

STATION

s e A - e :
After three years of construction, nearly 300,000 cubic yards of concrete has been placed for structures at
the South Texas Project. In the reservoir area, nearly 21 million cubic yards of earthwork and one million
cubic yards of soil cement have been placed. Major equipment has arrived on site with the generator stator
and two gantry cranes installed and the Unit 1 reactor and steam generators in storage. Construction is
entering a new phase in which major electrical and mechanical work is beginning.

i~

Brownbuilders
Support the
United Way

South Texas Project employees and Brown & Root, Inc. jointly pledged over $38,000
to the Matagorda County United Way Fund. This amount alone equaled half of the
campaign’s goal of $76,328 for 1978. STP Brownbuilders pledged $30,500 to the
fund and Brown & Root, Inc. contributed $7,600 (25% of the total employee contri-
butions). The amount pledged this year was four times greater than the amount
pledged last year. In the past three years, Brown & Root has been the largest
employee contributor in Matagorda County. This continued support demonstrates
the generosity of Brownbuilders when it comes to serving a good cause. Jim Salvitti
presents Peggy Mote, Executive Director of the Matagorda County United Way, with
the Brown & Root pledge card as Charles McCoy, Construction Administrative
Manager and also a director for the Matagorda County United Way, adds the mercury
to the thermometer.




Back in 1859, Jonathan
Edwards Pierce traveled from
Little Compton, Rhode Island to
join his brother on a cowboy
venture in Texas. His brother
wasn’t your run-of-the-mill cow-
boy; he was Abel H. Pierce, bet-
ter known as Shanghai. And
anybody up on their Texas his-
tory is well aware of how the
notorious Shanghai Pierce went
from rags to riches shoot-em-up
style. Jonathan Edwards was the
quiet, friend-to-man type. It’s
kind of unusual that he came to
Texas to be a cowboy being he
didn’t even like to ride horses.

After cowboying for the
Grimes Ranch along the Tres
Palacios, a stint in the Confeder-
ate Army and working their
way up to being prominent land-
owners of the Rancho Grande,
Shanghai and Jonathan Edwards
split their holdings in 1880.
Shanghai modestly christened
his site “Pierce”. (Pierce, Texas is
located on Highway 59 between
Wharton and El Campo.) It
wasn’t until 1903 that Colonel
J.E. Pierce got around to picking
a name for his little settlement.
He was inspired by the arrival of
the Southern Pacific Railroad
which was a lifeline for shipping
cattle to Abilene. His first choice
was “Thank God” but the Postal
Service wouldn’t buy that. So he
compromised on “Blessing”.

Little would have Colonel
Pierce realized how appropri-
ately he dubbed the small prairie
town “Blessing”. The name
“Blessing” still seems to fit the
bill in this day and time when
customers heap their plates with
plenty of home-style vittles at
the Hotel Blessing Coffee Shop.
“Thank God” would have even
qualified as customers drift
through Helen Feldhousen’s
kitchen doors as if they were at
the Pearly Gates, saying “This is
just like heaven”.

There’s not too many restau-
rants that invite you into their
kitchen but at the Hotel Blessing
(that’s how the Pierces named
it — pretty classy don’t you
think?), if you don’t hit the
kitchen, you don’t eat. Samples
of the standard weekly main
entrees are: Sunday: turkey and
dressing, roast beef. Monday:
roast beef, chicken fried steak.
Tuesday: fried chicken, sausage.
Wednesday: meatloaf, chicken
fried steak. Thursday: fried
chicken, sausage. Friday: catfish,
beeftips. Saturday: liver, chicken
fried steak. And to pad those
meat dishes are hot homemade

bread and cornbread, rice,
mashed potatoes, cornbread
dressing, and garden-fresh
greenbeans, corn, turnips and
mustard greens.

The Coffee Shop (which is
quite an understatement for an
operation like this) serves about
70 people a day. Most of these
are oil field workers, road con-
struction crews, Brown & Root
hands and of course farmers
(fluffy rice every day) and ranch-
ers (that’s why chicken fried
steak is served so often). There’s
also a breakfast menu serving
eggs, hotcakes and bacon. The
Coffee Shop is open 6 a.m.-2
p.m. seven days a week and
closed only on Christmas Day.

The hotel was built in 1906 by
Colonel Pierce to accommodate
land seekers and developers who
were advertising the area for its
tropical and potential citrus
growing climate. It was closed
from 1972-1978 but the Blessing
Historical Foundation took
charge and repaired and painted
walls that hadn’t seen a fresh
coat of paint in 15-20 years. They
added an exterior fire escape for
insurance requirements and are
slowly making progress from
donations received. Being the
hotel is considered a historical
landmark (it has been nominated
for the National Register of His-
torical Places), the foundation is
trying to retain the authenticity
of the hotel and make it as com-
fortable as possible. As more
money is contributed the foun-
dation can slowly improve the
conditions of the hotel. Anyone
interested in donating can con-
tact the Blessing Historical
Foundation, PO. Box 517, Bless-
ing, Texas 77419.

inner Bell — Though this bell is rarely rung
(except by pranksters — especially on Hallo-
ween), it doesn’t require bell tolls to bring the
customers in. The bell originally belonged to
the Blessing Fire Department.

Heapin’ It On — On your first
visit into Helen’s kitchen, your

your appetite. It’s awfully hard
to resist those tempting pots and

Alamo de Blessing — The 25-room structure was designed from mission-style architecture.
It is sided with native cypress and has withstood every hurricane since its construction in
1906. The Blessing Historical Foundation painted the building gray with white trim,
thought to be its original color.

. Hotel Heirs — Mr. and Mrs. A.B.
Pierce Jr. look at one of the Founda-
tion’s posters in the hotel which
lists items needed. Mr. and Mrs.
Pierce donated the hotel and its
land to the Blessing Historical
Foundation and are very involved
with its restoration. Mr. Pierce,
grandson of J.E. Pierce, is a retired
architect.

eyes are usually bigger than

pans of home-style cooking
that’s just at your fingertips.

Memories and Coffee — Mrs. Dick
Wheeler (center) reminisces with
. Mildred Neuman (left), Hotel
Manager and Helen Feldhousen
 (right), Coffee Shop Owner, about
= her stay at the Hotel Blessing from
1950-1951. Mrs. Wheeler said she
enjoyed the period she and her fam-
ily lived at the hotel while their
home was being built. The dining
room the ladies are sitting in was
* originally the hotel’s ballroom.
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