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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
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1. Name

historic Southern Hotel

and/or common

2. Location

201 West Main Street

street & number — not for publication
21

city, town Llano —_vicinity of congressional district

Texas 048 Llano 229
state code county code
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district —__ public ____ occupied —_ agriculture —___ museum
_X building(s) _X_ private ____unoccupied ____ commercial ____park
___structure ___ both _X_ work in progress ___ educational ____ private residence
____site Public Acquisition Accessible —___entertainment — religious
— object —__in process —X_yes: restricted —___government —__ scientific

____ being considered ____yes: unrestricted —_industrial —___transportation
—__no —_ military X__ other: vacant

4. Owner of Property

name Henry C. Buttery, Jr.

street & number 1301 Flag Street

Llano Texas, 78643

city, town —_ vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Office of the County Clerk, Llano County Courthouse

street & number Public Square

city, town Llano state Texas, 78643

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title None has this property been determined elegible? ___yes ___ no

date —federal ___state ____county ___local

depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
—_excellent _deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site
_X good ____ruins _X_ altered ____moved date
s T —___ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Rectangular in plan, the Southern Hotel rises three stories beneath a hipped, man-
sard roof. The walls are constructed of two foot thick rubble stone with a stucco
finish on the exterior of the first and second floors. These walls are pierced with
irregularly spaced door and window openings, spanned with wooden lintels. The shut-
tered window openings were originally fitted with four-over-four sashes that have
been replaced with one-over-one sashes. The third floor is defined by a wooden-shin-
gled mansard roof pierced with three dormer windows on each facade. The dormers are
fitted with four-over-four sashes and surmounted with triangular pediments. The struc-
ture was originally topped with a standing seam metal roof pierced with two chimneys;
the roof is now covered with wooden shingles. Two sides of the building were origin-
ally skirted with a two story, colonnaded veranda. The veranda was enhanced with jig-
saw decoration incorporated in the joinery of the columns and beams and also in the
balustrades spanning the columns on both floors.

Each floor contains a central hall space with stairs providing circulation through

the building. On each floor three rooms are defined on either side of the hall; the
first floor rooms served public needs while the second and third floor rooms were al-
located for boarding. The interior spaces are virtually intact and remain in good
condition. Floors and ceilings are wood and the hallways feature a low wooden wain-
scot. Although the load bearing masonry walls are finished with plaster, many partit-
ions are of wood frame construction with boards or lath and plaster nailed to the studs.
Original wallpaper applied to these partitions remains in some areas. Back-to-back
fireplaces were incorporated on the first two floors. The mantles and trim have been
removed from all but one ground floor fireplace which retains its ornamental woodwork.

At an unknown date an addition, which has since been removed, was made to the west fac-
ade of the building. Today a modern lumber yard, recently constructed by the owner of
the hotel, is attached to this facade. The lumber yard is set farther back from the
street than the hotel. Although it is now vacant, the hotel is structurally sound
with metal grills protecting the first and second floor openings. The owner, who rec-
ently replaced the shingled roof, is interested in preserving the architectural integ-
rity of the structure, although no specific plans have been made at this time



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion

____1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____science

___1500-1599 _ X agriculture —___economics —literature —_ sculpture

—1600-1699 ___ architecture — education — military X social/

— 1700-1799 ___ art —___engineering —_ music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement __ philosophy — theater

— 1900~ —___ communications — industry —__politics/government __ transportation
____invention ., — other (specify)

Specific dates 1881 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Southern Hotel is a fine and rare example of a proyincial interpretation of the
Second Empire style, popular in Texas during the 187Q's and 188Q's. In addition, the
hotel has served the community of Llano first as a stagestop, and later as a hotel
and boarding house. For many decades it served as a social center as well. Archit-
ecturally sound, the hotel remains as one of the few surviving structures of the Sec-
ond Empire style found within the state.

The county seat of Llano County was settled in 1855 and became quite a prosperous

town during a mining boom in the 1880's. Early Llano residents J.K. Finlay and John
Goodman had the Southern Hotel constructed in 1881. Located near the public square,
the hotel provided businessmen and travellers convenient access to the commercial
district of the community. In addition to housing rooms for boarding on the second
and third floors, the ground floor offered space for meetings of various organizations.
As late as the 1950's the Llano Lions Club was meeting in the building. Although the
two story veranda has been removed from the vacant structure, the remaining architec-
tural fabric is intact.




9. Major Bibliographical References

Robinson, Willard B.; Texas Public Buildings of the Nineteenth Century, Austin: Univ-
ersity of Texas Press, 1974.

Webb, Walter Prescott; The Handbook of Texas, Vol. II, Austin, Texas State Historical
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ 1€SS_than one
Quadrangle name _L1ano, North, Texas Quadrangle scale __1:24.,000
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification Northwest corner of Main and Berry Streets: Bound-
aries coincide with the wall on the west and north sides, extending to West Main and
Berry Streets, respectively. The nominated property on the south and east sides extends
to include the apron between the building and the streets.

-

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Willard B. Robinson, Professor of Architecture

organization Texas Tech University dite July 31, 1979
street & number P.0. Box 4140 Steghany 806-742-2789
city or town Lubbbck e Texas, 79409

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

i
*

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—___ national —_ state " i local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nationalf/Historic Preservation of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National R ter and certify that

according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Congervat

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

\]r i 4
titte State Historic Preservation Officer Odate August 7, 1979

GPO 938 835
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Yilers
Southern Hotel 0CT 10 979

201 West Main Street
Llano, Llano County, Texas
Photo: Courtesy Willard B. Robinson, 1978

Historic Photograph, Unknown Date
Southeast Obligque

Photo # 17@5
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0CT 10 1979
Southern Hotel
201 West Main Street
Llano, Llano County, Texas
Photo: Courtesy Willard B. Robinson, 1978

Southeast Oblique

Photo # 2?«3 AUG 8 1978
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Southern Hotel

201 West Main Street

Llano, Llano County, Texas

Photo: Courtesy Willard B. Robinson, 1978

Southwest Oblique
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Photo # 3075 s
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE

Date Entered

I 01979

Name

Southern Hotel

Also Notified

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen

Honorable John G. Tower
Honorable Tom Loeffler

NR Byers/bjr 10/11/79

Location

Llano
Llano County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. Truett Latimer

Executive Director

Texas State Historical Commission
P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.




