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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Matthew Cartwright house i s an example of the transitional hybird of Greek 
Revival and Second Empire style found i n Texas i n the last quarter of the 19th century, 
D, B. Alexander, i n his Texas Homes of the 19th Century, referred to this style as 
"symmetrical Victorian", Construction of the main block of the house was begun i n 1883, 
and in 1894 the galleries were added. Additions at the back of the house, forming an 
e l l with the main block, were added in 1922 and 19^, The original portion of the 
three bay house is sjnmnetrical in elevation, as well as in plan, with two rooms on each 
side of a central h a l l on both floors. 

The two and a half story height of the building, plus the tower, various mansard 
elements, dormers with metal roof cresting, and the one-bay, two story colonnaded entry 
portico lend a strong verticaliity to the composition. The two-tiered galleries, 
suppoirted by columns at each level, flank the front entry and wrap aroxind the sides of 
the house on both stories to add a horizontal emphasis to the composition by virtue of 
the pronounced comice and balustrade. 

The house i s located on a c i t y l o t measuring 164' by 326', with the front entrance 
facing north. Partially concealed by the addition of the galleries, the bracketed, 
denticulated comice of the original house i s further detailed with a paneled frieze. 
The original portion of the house has a multi-faceted, low-hipped roof with two unusually 
large domer windows containing both round topped windows and cirular windows. The roof 
of the gallery i s essentially f l a t . The undulating galleries are further characterized 
by a prominent, banded, curvilinear comice that repeats the projections of the bay 
windows. 

The house i s of bselloon frame construction with weatherboard siding. The Roman 
Doric fluted columns of the galleries are of cypress, as are the ballusters. The original 
roof was of wood shingles, painted black. The present roof is asphalt composition shin­
gles. 

The most dominant decorative element i s the centrally located. Second Empire style 
tower. I t i s square i n plan with two t a l l double-hung windows i n each elevation. The 
windows of the front elevation appear to open onto a small, ballustraded balcony. The 
wood shingle siding of the tower i s applied i n an imbricated pattem. Integral with the 
tower are flanking twin dormers. The f l a t roofed dormers provide a visual base from 
which the tower springs. Each dormer contains three short, round-headed, double hung 
windows and a round, fixed glass window at each side. The spring point of the arch of 
each window i s accentuated by molding. The f l a t roof of the dormer receives decorative 
metal roof cresting with lightning rod accents at each comer. 

Originally the roof was penetrated by four chimneys, but only three are present 
today. One of those remaining i s particularly prominent, fluted and corbel-capped. 
According to early photographs, an identical chimney appeared opposite this one. The 
house contains eight fireplaces (four on each floor) and each of the four chimney stacks 
contains two flues, 

A pair of windows i s placed over the main entry, but more frequently the t a l l , one-
over-one l i g h t double hung windows are used separately or grouped i n three's to form a 
bay window. There are leaded glass windows i n the dining room. 
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Bi-laterally symmetrical i n plan, the original portion of the house contained four 
rooms on both floors. Due to the addition of seven rooms plus an attached garage, the 
rear half of the house i s no longer symmetrical and room usage has been altered consider­
ably. 

The front entry and entry h a l l are hexagonal and triangular ceramic t i l e . Floors 
on the f i r s t floor are maple with walnut in-lay, except the dining room >diere the 
flooring i s parquet. The ceilings are twelve feet high on the f i r s t floor and are 
detailed with molding and rosettes. The walls are plaster and have simple comice 
moldings. Interior wood trim i n the older part of the house is generally painted. On 
the f i r s t floor the wainscoating i n the h a l l , the paneling i n the dining room and the 
doors and trim are black walnut. The floors upstairs are yellow pine. Floor joists 
(continuous) are of heart pine. A l l original hardware i s brass. 

The open stair well has two landings and three f l i g h t s of steps per floor, 
continuing to the t h i r d floor where a narrow, single f l i g h t stairway leads to the a t t i c . 

The original fireplace mantels were of east Texas slate, but some of these have 
been replaced with wood classically styled mantels. One fireplace i s coal buming and 
the others are wood buming. 

The original iron fence i s s t i l l i n situ across the front yard. Outbuildings 
include a gazebo, which has been moved, that formerly served as the well house, A 
covered cistem remains where the well house once stood. Sidewalks are concrete. 
Reportedly there were servants quarters, several bams, a chicken house and a pigeon 
cote, but these are no longer extant. The garage on the east side of the house was 
formerly the smoke house, u n t i l i t was moved and made into a garage around 1915. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Cartwright house, b u i l t i n 1J883» i s a distinctive example of residential 
architecture iriien the affluent used architecture to express their wealth, pride 
and ambition. Located at 5O5 G r i f f i t h Ave.,the Matthew Cartwright house i s the most 
prcminent house i n Terrell, The symmetrical Victorian home, exhibiting Italianate and 
Second Empire characteristics, was embellished i n 1894 with an imposing two tiered 
gallery detailed i n a Greek Revival manner by architect G, A, GiU, 

Matthew Cartwright was bom i n San Augustine, Texasj i n I855, Both, of his. parents 
were, froia. pioneer families that moved to Texas from Tennessee, Following his graduation 
from Cumberland University i n Lebanon, Tennessee, iriiere he was influenced by the ante­
bellum mansions of Memphis, Matthew Cartwright moved to Terrell, Texas, i n 1874, In I876 
he married Maiy Davenport.and became a successful rancher, cattleman, banker, land owner 
and authority on land value. With expanded railroad services, a wider variety of building 
materials could be obtained i n Texas as well as the same fumiture, clothing, and 
architectural styles as those current i n Memphis or New York, St, Louis and New Orleans, 
The addition of the galleries was particularly appropriate to the climate of east Texas 
and reflects the reluctance with which the Greek Revival style was given up in Texas, 
The restraint with which detail i s used, combined with the formality of the symmetrical 
organization, give the Matthew Cartwright house great distinction. 

The house was apparently b u i l t over a long period of time which accounts for srane 
of the s t y l i s t i c variations evident. The galleries (1894) and the sleeping porch (1922) 
were the only additions made during Matthew Cartwright's occupancy. The galleries have 
been attributed to Charles Alexander G i l l , who was also a native of Tennessee, He was 
bom i n Fayetteville, Tennessee, i n 1837. He came to Texas via Athens and Huntsvilie, 
Alabama, where he bacame an apprentice carpenter. He continued his carpentry work i n 
Rienzi, Miss,, but retumed to Huntsville, where he worked with the Memphis and 
Charleston Railway during the C i v i l War, In 1870 he set up a planning m i l l i n Huntsville, 
By I874 he moved to Dallas where he was a contractor and builder for fourteen years. He 
became engaged i n the practice of architecture i n 1888 and designed numerous houses and 
commercial buildings i n Dallas and the surrounding area including Terrell, u n t i l his 
death i n 1916, The t h i r d c i t y h a l l i n Dallas, b u i l t i n 1888 i s attributed to C, A, G i l l , 

Following the deaths of Mr, and Mrs, Matthew Cartwright i n 1925 and 1937 respectively, 
the ownership of the house was passed on to one of their daughters, Mrs, Jerome C, Head 
who was bom i n the house and lived there u n t i l her marriage. Following the death of 
her husband, Mrs, Head resumed l i v i n g i n the home with her mother. Upon the death of 
Mrs, Mary Davenport Cartwright i n 1937, the heirs sold their interests i n the house 
to Mrs, Head and her sister, Mrs, C, S,Piokrell, Ownership of the house has remained 
in the Cartwright family with the current owners being Mr, and Mrs, James I , Cartwright, 
grandson of Matthew Cartwright, 
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The house has always been kept i n good repair and today i t i s i n excellent condition. 
Additions occurring mainly at the rear of the house have been done i n a sympathetic way 
to the original house and gallery, with the front elevation being relatively free of 
intrusive additions. 

The Matthew Cartwright house i n Terrell i s representative of the large, central 
h a l l plan, frame houses b u i l t i n Texas during the l a t t e r half of the 19th century. 
The Cartwright house i n T e i r e l l s t i l l retains an aura of plantation and cattle wealth 
and Victorian ostentation that recalls the period following the C i v i l War, when the 
leading families were building their mansions. The house with much of i t s fumishings 
intact s t i l l remains i n the Cartwright family. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The property i s designated as Revised Lot - 2B Block - 385 City 

of Terrell, Kauftaan County, Texas, The property is further described ty the following! 
BEGINNING at the North comer of a tract heretofore conveyed to Eugenia P, Cartwright by 
Matthew Cartwright and wife, Mary C, Cartwright, by Deed dated August 1, 1922. recorded i n 
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(continued boundary description) 

Volume 254, Page 619, Deed Records of Kaufkan County, Texasj 
THENCE S 45 W 326 feet to a point i n the West line of said t r a c t j 
THENCE N 45 W 164 feet, more or less, to comer in the East line of the B, L, G i l l 
homestead tract; 
THENCE N 45 E 326 feet, more or less, to comer i n the Southwest line of G r i f f i t h Avenue, 
which point i s also the East comer of the B, L, G i l l homestead tract; 
THENCE S 45 E 164 feet, more or less, to the place of beginnings said tract of land having 
been conveyed to Mary C, Pickrell and Jerome C, Head by Deed dated March 22, 1939, from 
Holman Cartwright, et a l , and recorded i n Volume 265, Page 328 of the Deed Records of 
Kauliaan County, Texas, 
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