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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated about ten blocks west of the old downtown commercial district of
Beaumont, the YMCA building is located at 934 Calder Street. The structure
was designed by Fred Stone of Tisdale, Stone, and Pinson, and reflects
elements characteristic of Spanish Colonial Revival architecture. The
irregularly massed, four-story building was constructed of poly-chromatic
brick (unusual for this style) and was completed in 1928.

Facing south, the front facade displays the building's most distinctive
ornamentation. The two main doorways are emphasized with light colored
cast stone portals contrasting to darker brick. Casement windows pierce
the front and are capped, in most cases, with cypress wood lintels. Ornate
metal grillwork or brick detailing highlight the remaining openings. The
west and north wings ‘extend four stories in height,’ while the east and south"
sections rise three and two stories, respectively. Low pitch roofs with
red tile top each wing and reflect the Spanish architectural influence. The
asymmetrical plan allows for an open courtyard directly above the building's
central portion. Fountains with decorative tile and plants accentuate this
patio and provide a pleasant setting for the members of the organization.
A tall five story tower rises from the structure's northeast corner and is
ornamented with cast stone detailing and veneer,

The remaining facades are much less ornate than the front. The west ele-
vation exhibits casement windows, and the north facade displays large, double-
hung, wood sash windows which provide better ventilation for the gymnasiums.
The east side is pierced with both types of openings.

interior of the YMCA building exhibits thick, white, stuccoed walls and
round arch openings. Decorative tile is employed throughout the interior --
on the stairs' risers and as a wainscotting material. The building contains
two gymnasiums, handball courts, a swimming pool, a cafeteria, meeting

Demonstrating many features of Spanish Colonial Revival architecture, the 1
4
rooms, and dormitory-type sleeping accomodations. i

has remained unaltered since its completion. A small one-story structure
was attached to the west side in 1930 and reflects the architectural motifs of

Besides the addition of a gym and handball courts in the rear, the building l
the main building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built during Beaumont's second boom period, the YMCA building represents

a good example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style which dominated much of
Beaumont's architecture during the late 1920's and early 1930's. The structure
was built by one.of the city's most prominent civic organizations, the. ¥MCA ,
and has served as an important social center in Beaumpnt for over fifty years.

Since the early 1900's, the development of Beaumont in general and the YMCA
in particular has depended almost exclusively on the drilling, refinement, and
shipment of oil. With Spindletop's discovery in 1901, the small town of
Beaumont suddenly mushroomed in population, and a great deal of vice and
corruption followed this boom. Many of the town's leading citizens believed
the need existed for a stable social organization to help build "spirit, mind, !
and body, ' and, the Beaumont branch of the Yound Men's Christian Associa- -
tion was formed in 1901. Donations from private citizens were solicited to
erect a building for the organization, and by 1903, the first YMCA building was
constructed.

The first twenty years of the YMCA proved very successful, and membership -
steadily increased. By the mid 1920's, Beaumont experienced a second oil
boom. The old YMCA building proved too small for the increased demand,
and soon efforts were begun to raise money for a new facility.

In 1928 the present YMCA building was constructed in a new subdivision about
ten blocks west of the downtown commercial district. The four-story brick
structure displayed a strong influence from Spanish Colonial Revival archi-
tecture, which had become a popular style in Beaumont at that time. The

new facility housed a gymnasium, swimming pool, dormitory rooms, and
numerous conference rooms. An additional wing was constructed in 1930

just west of the main building and was built from money donated by Dr. P
Garth. This section housed the Garth Friendship Club, which was founded by
Dr. Garth as an ''exclusive' club for newspaper boys and carriers. When this
group disbanded in 1945, the wing was converted into an excercise room.

(see continuation sheet)



Form No. 10-300a
(Hev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 1

Since its completion, the YMCA building has housed one of the city's most
dynramic and community-oriented institutions. Many of Beaumont's leading
citizens have joined the association and participated in its wide range of
programs. Numerous sub-branches have been established throughout the city,
but the '"Downtown Y'' at 934 Calder continues to be an important social center in

Beaumont.
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