
Form No. 10-300 REV. (9 /77) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF fflSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

JUL 3 0 m 
DATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

D N A M E 
HISTORIC Texana P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 

AND/OR COMMON 

B LOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER 

^\yct^ Lc^-^ LOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER 

C o m e r o£ A p o l l o and C o u n t r y C lub — NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN ^ , 
Edna 

VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

14 
STATE CODE 

Texas 048 
COUNTY, , 

Jackson.,. 
CODE 

239 

B CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC —OCCUPIED X_AGRICULTURE _ -MUSEUM 

_^UILDING(S) ;X.PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED X_COMMERCIAL _ PARK 

—STRUCTURE _BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT _ | N PROCESS X_YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPORTATION 

.•: f-i . : \- : .• ; •• : • .;• • --NO • ; r : j . —MILITARY _ .OTHER; 

Q O W N E R OF PROPERTY . : : - : : 

NAME 
Edna P r e s b y t e r i a n Church 

STREET & NUMBER 

P.O. Box 733 

DTY.TOWN 

^ ^ " ^ VICINITYOF 

STATE 
Texas 

BjLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. J a c k s o R C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s c 

STREET& NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Edna 
STATE „ 

Texas 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TIYLE Palmetto Bend Reservoir Series, Vol. 2; Texas Archeological Survey Research 

Report No. 57 

DATE 
1977 -FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS Balconcs Research Center, Texas Archaeological Research Lab. Library 

DTY.TOWN STATE 

Austin Texas 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

X_GOOD 

-FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

X_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

—ORIGINAL SITE 

JLMOVED riATF 1884, 1909 
to be moved 1979 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Built in 1859-69 of local materials, the Texana Presbyterian Church is an outstanding exam­
ple of the provincial interpretation of a high style. The small, rectangular structure per­
sonifies both the dignified formality of the Greek Revival style and the reliance upon local 
materials and craftsmanship of the early Texas settlements. Since construction, the struc­
ture was moved to nearby Edna with the advent of the railroad, where i t continued to serve 
the needs of the Presbyterian congregation u n t i l 1908. At that time i t was sold and reloc­
ated for use as a storage f a c i l i t y . The adaptation for storage extensively damaged the 
historic integrity of the building; however, a preservation plan has been activated to ac­
curately restore the historic fabric of the structure. 

In 1858 the incipient congregation, which had been holding services in the Methodist Church 
as well as private homes, called a meeting to discuss the possibility of erecting a Presby­
terian church in Texana. Trustees were elected to oversee the project and plans were made 
to begin constructing the church. A town lot was purchased for $75.00 and $640.00 was 
spent on lumber and supplies. Dedication services for the completed structure were held on 
March 29, 1860. 

The simple, wood-frame structure was symmetrically balanced and featured a single entrance 
accentuated with louvered bell tower and spire. Resting on brick piers, the building u t i l ­
ized a braced-frame structural system with heavy timbered Queen-post trusses spanning i t s 
width. Verticality was emphasized in the facades of the structure with pilasters support­
ing the gabled roof and t a l l , narrow windows piercing the walls. The primary facade feat­
ured four equally spaced, unadorned pilasters on which the pedimented gable rested. The 
vert i c a l i t y was further emphasized by the bell tower with pilaster-supported cornice and 
conical spire. The double door entrance was framed with pedimented molding and flanked by 
two sixteen over sixteen double hung windows, also framed with molding. The long facades 
each featured four pedimented windows with pilasters occurring only at the comers. The 
rear facade featured corner pilasters which supported an eave retum suggesting a pedimented 
gable. Two double hung windows punctuated the wall. The building was faced with beveled 
weather board siding and roofed with wooden shingles. The siding was painted a light hue 
with contrasting trim. Unique, four-part louvered shutters were employed to protect the 
windows. 

In 1884 the structure was moved to nearby Edna and sited on a town lot in a residential 
neighborhood. Located at the corner of Hanover and Church Streets, the structure was ded­
icated on December 16 of that year. Funds were raised in 1887 for the addition of a Gothic 
Revival apse. Aside from this addition the structure remained v i r t u a l l y unchanged u n t i l 
the f i r s t decade of the 20th century. A detailed account of the appearance of the church 
was recorded by a member of the congregation and later published (1934). The church was 
described as being "nestled in the best residential section," enclosed iwth a "strong, but 
ornate r a i l fence of two-by-fours." The interior consisted of a vestibule the f u l l width 
of the building with the bell rope on one side and a narrow staircase leading to a gallery 
on the other. The gallery overlooked the sanctuary and was retained with a knee-high r a i l . 
Two sets of swinging doors opened onto the carpeted aisles of the sanctuary. High-backed, 
hand made pews f i l l e d the sanctuary; long pews between the two aisles, shorter pews on the 
sides. The pulpit and choiT " l o f t " were located at the apse end of the sanctuary, elevated 
on a one foot high octagonal rostrum. The choir l o f t was defined by a waist-high oak r a i l ­
ing which was f i t t e d with ruffled draperied. The pulpit was further elevated by a second 
octagonal platform. 
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The congregation continued to grow and the need for a larger building soon became apparent, 
In 1908 the congregation vacated the wood frame structure which was then sold for $250.00 
and moved three blocks away to the corner of South Allen and West Hickory Streets. The 
church was adapted for use as a storage f a c i l i t y and through the years suffered major a l ­
terations. The original weather board siding and shingled roof were replaced or covered 
with metal and the original doors and windows were removed. New openings were cut in the 
walls and a loading dock was added to the present north facade of the structure. A new 
storage l o f t replaced the original vestibule, stairs, and gallery and the bell tower and 
spire were either removed or destroyed. 

Despite the fact that much of the historic fabric was damaged, the congregation took a re­
vived interest in the structure 120 years after i t was constructed. In 1978 the Texana 
Presbyterian Church Restoration Association was formed to oversee the restoration of the 
parent church which w i l l be moved back onto church property. The group hired a restor­
ation architect to document the structure and plans have been drawn for an historically 
accurate restoration. When completed, the structure w i l l appear as i t did following the 
1887 Gothic Revival addition. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

One of the last remaining structures from a once flourishing commercial center, the Texana 
Presbyterian Church bears significance in i t s association with the town of Texana, i t s rep­
resentation as a fine example of the Texas Greek Revival style, and i t s reflection of chan­
ges in settlement pattems influenced by advancements in transportation technology which 
occurred throughout the United States in the 19th century. Constructed in Texana in 1859-
60 and moved to nearby Edna in 1884, the church is a rare and excellent example of Greek 
Revival expression within the vemacular building constraints on the mid-19th century Texas 
frontier. The unusual evolution of the church reflects not only the changing needs of the 
congregation but also the community. 

Texana, originally known as Santa Anna, was founded in 1832 in Jackson County near the con-
fluence of the Navidad and Lavaca Rivers. In 1837 the town, then known as Texana, was named 
as county seat. The public sale of lots and establishment of a l i l i t a r y post nearby encour­
aged settlers into the area, many of whom were part of Stephen F. Austin's Fifth or Coastal 
Colony. Although the Texas Revolution slowed the town's steady growth, i t s ideal location 
for commerce insured an economic comeback which lasted throughout the mid-19th century. 
Lots were actively traded and Texana emerged as a p o l i t i c a l , religious, and commercial cen­
ter for the surrounding area. The church was erected at the height of Texana's commercial 
prosperity. I t s imposing size and classic Greek Revival details indicated the congregat­
ion's faith that the town would continue to thrive and that their church would continue to 
play a prominent role in the community. While at that time Texana was a bustling county 
seat, i t s economic prominence was abruptly halted with the completion of the New York, Texas 
and Mexican Railway in 1882, which passed seven miles northwest of Texana. Texas, like 
other areas of the country, experienced a shift from reliance on inland and coastal water­
ways to dependence on the more efficient railroads. Overnight the town of Edna was formed 
on the railroad. In 1883 the coimty seat was moved from Texana to Edna, followed by a maj­
ority of the businesses and residents. The Presbyterians were the f i r s t congregation to 
organize in Edna. In a meeting held on February 11, 1884, the congregation decided to move 
the abandoned Texana Presbyterian Church to a town lot in Edna. Under the direction of 
Reverend W.E. Caldwell, the move to the comer of Hanover and Church Streets was accom­
plished in November, 1884. In i t s new location the church continued to serve the congre­
gation as i t grew and prospered. By 1908 however, the church could no longer meet the 
needs of the congregation and a new church was constructed; the origianl structure sold 
and moved. Plans are currently underway to move the original church back onto church prop­
erty and accurately restore i t . 

Although the church presently bears l i t t l e resemblence to i t s i n i t i a l appearance, an histor­
ic structures report has been prepared including detailed drawings for the restoration of 
i t . Historic photographs as well as information gathered at the site were used in the dev­
elopment of the restoration plans, produced by a well-respected Austin architect who spec­
ializes in restorations. The congregation has submitted a grant application for the res-
tor ation. The fact that the structure w i l l be moved should not be considered detracting 
from i t s significance, considering the church's history of being moved. 
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EDNA, TEXAS 

A. FIRST LOCATION TEXANA CHURCH 

B. SECOND LOCATION OF CHURCH 

C. THIRD LOCATION OF CHURCH 
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Mr. Chris Uelaporte, Director 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Chris: 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my nope that the 
Texana Presbyterian Church wil l be listed in the J^^j^iyji^^gaj^ifijt 

j j f j ^ i i t o j s i f ^ ^ l i f i i f c ^ I am advised that this liistoric fac i l i ty has 
already been nominated for the National Register and that a final 
decision is pending in your office. 

The Texana Presbyterian Church is a 120 year old structure which has 
played a significant role in the cultural and religious development 
of the central coastal region of Texas. The fac i l i ty is a rare and 
excellent example of Greek revival architecture and is one of the few 
remaining ante-bellum buildings s t i l l standing in the State. I 
believe the Texana Presbyterian Church woula be an excellent additioii 
to the National Register. 

I trust that you wi l l take my 
your decision in this matter, 
nomination as well as your 

comments under consideration in makiny 
Please advise me of the status of this 

final determination. 

Sincerel 

PLEASE REPLY 

912 Federal Building 
Austin, Texas 78701 

i Mail CflfllTDl No, 
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Oepartnent of cne I n t e r i o r 
'.Jashington, u. C. 

Dear Ci i r is : 

202^^ 

I v.'ould l i k e to take th is Oriportunity to express i.iy IIOH'C t ha t tiie 
Texana Presbyterian Cnurch w i l l be l i s t e d in Cc\r̂  
o f j r ^ ^ r n j ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ I ar.i advised tnat t h i s l i i s t o r i c f a c i l i t y nas 
already been nominated for tiie i iat io i ia l Register ana that a f i n a l 
decision is pending in your o f f i c e . 

Tne Texana Presbyterian Churcii is a 12d year olu s t ruc ture which tias 
played a s i g n i f i c a n t ro le in tne cu l tu ra l and r e l i j i o u s aeveloHi"«;nt 
of tiie central coastal reyion of Texas. Tae f a c i l i t y i s a rare ano 
excel len t example of Greek revival a rcn i tec ture anu is one of the few 
rer.aining ante-bel 1 urri bui ld ings s t i l l standing in tne Sta te . I 
believe tne Texana Presbyterian Church WOUIQ be an excel lent aoui t ion 
to t.ie i iat ional Register. 

I t r us t that you w i l l take my comments unoer consiu^rat ion in ri.aKinv, 
your decision i n th i s matter. Please auvise me of tne status of t . i is 
noi'.ination as wel l as your f ina l t ieccndinotioi i . 

Sincerely., 

Lloyd iientsen ' 

PLEASE REPLY TO: • 

912 Feoeral Bui ld ing 
Aust in , Texas 7d701 

iii Mail ConlfDi No, 
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Ausust 2 0 , 1979 

Plr. Charles A. Herrington 
Acting Keeper, National Register 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
440 G.Street 
Washington, DC 20243 

ATTN: NOn 

IIM RE: Texana Presbyterian Church 

^e^T-HTW^— " 
Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Thank you for your l e t t e r of August 7 advising that the Texana 
Presbyterian Church has been nominated for l i s t i n g i n the 
National Register of Historic Places. I t i s our hope that your 
o f f i c e w i l l approve the placement of t h i s building i n the 
National Register. 

1=N U 

S rir\ 

si =e 

This 120-year old structure played a s i g n i f i c a n t role i n the 
c u l t u r a l and re l i g i o u s development of t h i s part of Texas. A rare 
and excellent example of Greek Revival architecture i n the State, 
i t i s one of the feu remaining ante-bellum buildings s t i l l standing 
in the central coastal region. H i s t o r i c a l l y and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 
i t i s an important l i n k with the early and formative years of 
Texas. 

As such, i t i s our bel i e f that the Texana Presbyterian Church 
merits inclusion i n the National Register of Historic Places. 

cc: ^^nr> Brownson Halsch, Chairman 
fexalij Presbyterian Church Restoration Assn., Inc 

h < 
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Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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For f u r t h e r information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401, 
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SEP 1 4 1979 
Uoaormbi* Lloyd B«Bt 
Ubited States Smator 
912 Federal Buildias 
^ t i n , Texas 78701 

OMT Senator BcatSMi; 

Thank you for your inquiry of SepteiriMr S, 1979, coBcemiat the 
nOKlBatieti of the Texana Presbyterian Quirch. Jackson County. Texas, 
to the Natiimal Register ot llistoric Places. ' 

He are pleased to iafoza you that the Texaaa Presbyteriaa Church was 
Mitered in the National Register on Septflri>er 12, 1979. Enclosed is a 
leaflet i^ch describes the National Register prograa. 

If ve can be of further assistance to you, please let us knov. Ve 
appreciate your interest in historic preservation. 

Sincerely, 

T. 
Chris Therral Delaporti 
Director 

Enclosure 

cc: Your Hashington, O.C. Office 

Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

bcc: Director's Reading File 
Chief, OAHP 
FHR-Lumpkin 
FHR-CL 
CL 
POR - 7567 

FHR:S Sheffield:lw:343-6401:9-13-79 
BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NR 

JACKSON COONTY, TEXAS 


