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[7% DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED XoRIGINAL SITE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Locust Grove is a two-story frame Greek Revival plan tation house located

near the small East Texas community of Jonesville in Marshall County,.
Built between 1847 and 1849 for Alpheus Wright, the structure once serve
as the focal point of a large mid-nineteenth century cectton vlantation.
Although the plantation no longer ex1vts, several outbuildings ﬁétinf as
far back as the pre-Civil War period still stand 1n the house's immeciate
area. A slave cabin, log cabin and barn are situated to the rear or
south of the house within an area of about eight au“vg. A ferce encloses

the house and the slave cabin; however, the remaining structures are lo-
cated just outside the fence, These remaining outbuilcdinge stand in de-
teriorated condition; nevertheless, they provide good reminders of the
importance these buildings had to the operation of the plantation.

Resting upon a brick pier foundation, Locust Grove faces north and is
dominated on the front by a two-story inset gallery. T he gallery extends
the length of the house and-is divided into five bays by six square wood
columns on each floor. The columns are capped with mocler capitals and
are linked by slat balustrades. Double door entrances with transom an’
sidelights pierce each floor and are flanked on either side by 6/€ win-
dows,
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Displaying exterior brick chimneys that extend beyond the gabtle roof in
the east and west facades, the structure featurec a u-chapec floor plan
with two, one-story gable roofed wings projecting from the rear of the
two-story main house., In 1908 the courtyard between the two wings was
enclosed with a one-story gabled roof addition which created z large
hall running the width of the house. A double door rear entrance, orig-
inally opening onto the courtyard, was removed anc re-installe” in the
addition. The kitchen and laundry room which were situated ju:t east
of the house in a separate structure were adjoined to the hou:ie near the
southeast corner in 1908. The kitchen's interior brick chimney ic still
visible and rises from the apex of the kitchen's gabled roof. i garage
was later added onto the kitchen thus providing Locust Grove with its
present floor plan.,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Locust Grove represents a good example of a Greek Revival plantation
house of mid-nineteenth century Texas and stands as one of the oliest
houses in the small community of Jonesville, Built for Alpheus Wright,
the house once served as the center of a large plantation and has re-
mained within the possession of Wright's descendants since its comple-
tion between 1847 and 1849,

Alpheus Wright moved from Trenton, Kentucky to Harrison County in 1847.
That same year, Redding S, Fridgen, a wealthy landowner in the area,
married Wright's eldest daughter and sold 640 acres to Wright. Construc-
tion soon began on the two-story frame house, and by 1649 the structure
was completed, When Wright's youngest daughter, Edith Florence, was

born in the house in 1849, the building was called Florence Dale in

honor of this child, However, the name did not stick,and eventually the
house became known as Locust Grove, although the name's origin is not
known,

The Wright plantation prospered throughout the 1850's, but the Civil

War and Wright's illness in the mid 1860's contribute? to the decline

of the plantation. Wright's only son, Robert, returne? from his assign-
ment with the Confederate army to visit his father and run the plantation.
When Wright died in 1869, his widow, Lucy Taylor Wright, became the

owner, and Robert managed the farm, After their deaths in 1883, the

land was subdivided among the family members and the house became the
property of Robert's widow, Eudora Ferry Wright, After her death in

1902 the house has been owned by various family members and is still
owned by a direct descendant of Alpheus Wright.

The community of Jonesville was founded in 1847 in the eastern section
of Harrison County about four miles west of the Louisiana border. The
township was originally called Border, but the name was soon changed to
Jonesville, When the railroad arrived in 1868, most of the townspeople
moved one and one-half miles south near the railroad tracks. As a re-
sult, Locust Grove stands as an excellent reminder of the old townsite
and represents one of the oldest and most impressive residences in the
area,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The nominated area totals eight acres and includes the main house
and associated outbuildings.
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NAME OF PROPERTY locust Grove STATE Texas

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for

clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION
IS RESUBMITTED.

7 | Description: Please doublecheck the list of alterations that affect the

integrity of the main house. It appears, at least in the photos, that much of

the house has been recently resided.w Mf mé ééﬁ!?&é
@ e s, NI fNtlr & YL P oNpdiron, —3

8 | Statement of Significance: Please elaborate on the original evaluation of

L
this as a fine example of Greek Revival work. Do you consider the property

significant--i.e.--eligible for listing in the Register for its historical

associations with the Wright family and its representation of a particular kind

?
of plantation also. If so, please state more directly and provide summary

9 | Bibliography:

10| Geographical Data -- Acreage:

UTM Reference(s):
Verbal Boundary Description: _ Flease provide; AE Aggp ro

tudl e LTS ge Tk MsmAEe pkpeed.
UHT & 7 st sl ofenmtfone ok Buiages”

Photographic Coverage:

12| Certification:

Map Coverage:

Other:

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to Marce)la Sherfy
202- 343-6401

on the National Register staff, telephone

Thank you for your attention to the above items.

. ) Qgﬁm;j Q@ Date: |2 bﬂi/{\“ézq

ef, Branch of Registration

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
. ’. .
—_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED ZoRIGINAL SITE
Xcoop 133 .~ _RUINS ZaLTERED _MOVED  DATE___
__FAIR 7T _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Locust Grove is a two-story frame Greek Revival plantation house located
near the small East Texas community of Jonesville in Marshall County.
Built between 1847 and 1849 for Alpheus Wright, the structure once served
as the focal point of a large mid-nineteenth century cotton plantation,
Although the plantation no longer exists, several outbuildings dating as
far back as the pre-Civil War period still stand in the house's immediate
area, A slave cabin, log cabin and barn are situated to the rear or
south of the house within an area of about eight acres. A fence encloses
the house and the slave cabin; however, the remaining structures are lo-
cated just outside the fence., These remaining outbuildings stand in de-
teriorated condition; nevertheless, they provide good reminders of the
importance these buildings had to the operation of the plantation,

Resting upon a brick pier foundation, Locust Grove faces north and is
dominated on the front by a two-story inset gallery. The gallery extends
the length of the house and-is divided into five bays by six square wood
columns on each floor. The columns are capped with molded capitals and
are linked by slat balustrades, Double door entrances with transom and
sidelights pierce each floor and are flanked on either side by 6/6 win-
dows.,

Displaying exterior brick chimneys that extend beyond the gable roof in
the east and west facades, the structure featured a u-shaped floor plan
with two, one-story gable roofed wings projecting from the rear of the
two-story main house, In 1908 the courtyard between the two wings was
enclosed with a one-story gabled roof addition which created a large
hall running the width of the house. A double door rear entrance, orig- ~
inally opening onto the courtyard, was removed and re-installed in the
addition. The kitchen and laundry room which were situated just east
of the house in a separate structure were ad joined to the house near the
southeast corner in 1908, The kitchen's interior brick chimney is still
visible and rises from the apex of the kitchen's gabled roof. A garage
was later added onto the kitchen thus providing Locust Grove with its
present floor plan.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Locust Grove represents a good example of a Greek Revival plantation
house of mid-nineteenth century Texas and stands as one of the oldest
houses in the small community of Jonesville, Built for Alpheus Wright,
the house once served as the center of a large plantation and has re-
mained within the possession of Wright's descendants since its comple-
tion between 1847 and 1849,

Alpheus Wright moved from Trenton, Kentucky to Harrison County in 1847,
That same year, Redding S. Pridgen, a wealthy landowner in the area,
married Wright's eldest daughter and sold 640 acres to Wright, Construc-
tion soon began on the two-story frame house, and by 1849 the structure
was completed, When Wright's youngest daughter, Edith Florence, was
born in the house in 1849, the building was called Florence Dale in
honor of this child, However, the name did not stick,and eventually the
house became known as Locust Grove, although the name's origin is not
known.

The Wright plantation prospered throughout the 1850's, but the Civil

War and Wright's illness in the mid 1860's contributed to the decline

of the plantation. Wright's only son, Robert, returned from his assign-
ment with the Confederate army to visit his father and run the plantation.
When Wright died in 1869, his widow, Lucy Taylor Wright, became the

owner, and Robert managed the farm, After their deaths in 1888, the

land was subdivided among the family members and the house became the
property of Robert's widow, Eudora Perry Wright. After her death in

1902 the house has been owned by various family members and is still
owned by a direct descendant of Alpheus Wright.

The community of Jonesville was founded in 1847 in the eastern section

of Harrison County about four miles west of the Louisiana border. The

township was originally called Border, but the name was soon changed to
Jonesville, When the railroad arrived in 1868, most of the townspeople
moved one and one-half miles south near the railroad tracks., As a re-

sult, Locust Grove stands as an excellent reminder of the old townsite

and represents one of the oldest and most impressive residences in the

area.
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Locust Grove stands as a good example of mid-nineteenth Greek Revival
architecture in the East Texas county of Harrison. Completed between
1847 and 1849, the two-story frame residence displays virtually all of
its original detailing on the front, presenting a vivid reminder of the
type of main house constructed on ante-bellum East Texas plantations.
Locust Grove's significance is also derived from its continual ownership
by the same family for over 130 years. Some alterations have modified
the original appearance; however, most of these changes, particularly
the rear additions, were incorporated into the house prior to 1908

and have been an integral part of the structure for over 70 years.

In 1952 a small one-story garage was attached on the east side of

the rear wing but does not affect the front facade's appearance.
Asbestos siding was applied that same year on all sides but the front.
Obviously, the re-siding does not enhance the historical integrity;

it nevertheless is a reversible alteration that could be easily
removed, exposing the original frame siding.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The nominated area totals eight acres and includes the main house

and associated outbuildings.
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The nominated property is described by the enclosed map. The
majority of the property, including the main house and slave
quarters, is enclosed by a fence measuring 120' x 280'. The
boundary is extended, however, to surround a barn and log
cabin. All the outbuildings are historically linked with the
plantation's operation.




T960 9 ¢

“Property ?[, recallt %y—{/
State GZ¢/2 4 . Working Number ) 7%, <,l£/L,[/ ; W( m

TECHNICA CON;E)/L
Photos
o I BT QK $.22.29

HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER

Inventory

Review

Architectural significance, VBD and Boundary Justification REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
provided in the Resubmission are adequate. . The front fa-

cade of the main house retains its original character and
integrity, and the 1908 alterations to this building repre-
sent a consolidation of residential functions in one build-
100, 145 = i
the historical setting of the property.

KEEPER .

i

National Register Write-up Send-back Enteredm

Federal Register Entry o 108 Re-submit

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service



TRUETT LATIMER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

April 18, 1979

Dear Gayle:
Enclosed is the original nomination and additional requested
material for Loaust Grove, Harrison County, Texas. Marcella
had asked for the further justification quite some time ago.
Let me know if this is sufficient.

Thank you very much.

Lissa Anderson
Coordinator
National Register Nominations
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Locust Grove
one mile north of highways 134 and 1998
near Jonesville, Harrison County, Texas

Stanley Klein 1977
Texas Historical Commission

Southeast Oblique of house

Photo #1 Q{Q

JUN 20 \9-{9
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Locust Grove
one mile north of highways 134 and 1998
near Jonesville, Harrison County, Texas

Stanley Klein AROF7T
Texas Historical Commission

Northeast Oblique O©Of house

Photo #2{@
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Locust Grove
one mile north of highways 134 and 1998

near Jonesville, Harrison County, Texas

Stanley Klein 19177
Texas Historical Commission

Southwest Oblique of house

photo #3?/5’
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Locust Grove
one mile north of highways 134 and 1998

near Jonesville, rri ounty, Texas

Stanley Klein 1997
Texas Historical Commission

Northwest Oblique of Slave quarters

Photo #44 ¢
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Locust Grove
one mile north of highways 134 and 1998
near Jonesville, Harrison County, Texas

Stanley Klein L8977
Texas Historical Commission

Northeast Oblique of Barn

photo #5 / ¢
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Locust Grove
one mile narth of highways 134 and 1998
near Jonesville, Harrison County, Texas

Stanley Klein 17757/
Texas Historical Commission

Northeast Oblique of Log Cabin

Photo #6 7(
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LOCUST GROVE

NESVILLE, HARRISON COUNTY,

TEXAS




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE
Date Entered JUN " mg
Name Location
Jonesville

Locust Grove
Harrison County

Also Notified
Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen

Honorable John G. Tower State Historic Preservation Officer

Honorable Sam B. Hall, Jr. Mr. Truett Latimer
Executive Director
Texas State Historical Commission
P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

ZCEE_— Byers/bjr 6/22/79

For further information, plegse call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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NAME as it appears on federal register: TR l OTHER NAMES: @diéf eﬁ;{g (@ county cade:
Locust Grove o sx S B o PO ke et et e A S 208
@LOCATION street & number city / town vicinity of state county @NPS REGION:
NW of Jonesville off TX 134 Jonesville TX Harrison S Central
O OWNER XPRIVATE (OISTATE CIMUNICIPAL JCOUNTY CIMULTIPLE [JFEDERAL(agency name) i@AonumsnzATon:
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OJLocAL _ CIPRIVATE ORGANIZATION

@CONDI’I‘ ON Ddeteriorated Oaltered Dorltlnll site @Ienturos o CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 ,Dsussmnmv INTACT=-2 & CISUBSTANTIALLY INTACT- 3
Dexcellent Oruins Ounaltered Omoved 20“07 INTACT=-O 2[3 NOT INTACT-O ODIOT INTACT - O
Ogood Dunexposed Oreconstructed Dunknown WO UNKNOWN -4 WO UNKNOWN -5 'SC\ UNKNOWN -6
Dfair Ounexcavated Dexcavated Z( NOT APPLICABLE=7 w NOT APPLICABLE-S Z O NOT APPLICABLE- ©

@ACCESS [IYES-Restricted [JYES -Unrestricted [ No Access (] Unknown l@AﬂAPTIVE use OJYES Dllﬂ@ SAVED? DD YES l IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? Qyes(no

€1) AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : O ENGINEERING - 11 D) LANDSCAPE ARCH.= 15 ([ POLITICS / GOVT." 21 CJRECREATION 28 ‘QCLA}MS explain

CJARCHEOLOGY = prehistoric-2 O COMMERCE =6 CJENTERTAINMENT-26 O LAW=15 () RELIGION=22 O SETTLEMENT=29 e

O ARCHEOLOGY = historic=1 O COMMUNICATIONS =7 (D EXPLORATION =12 3 LITERATURE=17 0O SCIENCE- 23 D URBAN PLANNING=31 | « "

: oldest’ 0

O AGRICULTURE =3 ) CONSERVATION=8 (D HEALTH-27 O MILITARY = 18 3 SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN=24 (3 OTHER (SPECIFY)

O ARCHITECTURE=4 O ECONOMICS =9 O INDUSTRY=13 O music-19 O3 SOCIAL / CULTURAL= 30 ‘only’ O

O ART=5 O3 EDUCATION=10 O INVENTION =14 O PHILOSOPHY = 20 O TRANSPORTATION-25 y

functions @ dates of initial construction: ETHNIC “GROUP
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CURRENTLY: historic events:
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