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I NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Paul Building ( /LpJJx^ (j^ 

Republic Building 

OLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER A 

1018 P r e s t o n /J L -̂ . —NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

H o u s t o n VICINITY OF 18 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

T e x a s 048 H a r r i s 201 

HCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENTUSE 
—DISTRICT PUBLIC X_OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

X B U I L D I N G ( S ) X _ P R | V A T E —UNOCCUPIED ^-COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—STRUCTURE _ B 0 T H —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUIS IT ION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT —IN PROCESS X_YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—NO —MILITARY —OTHER: 

QjOWNER OF PROPERTY 

'^^"^ W i l l i a n a Go ldapp , S r . & W i l l i a r a Go ldapp , J r . 
/ 

STREET & NUMBER 

1018 H o u s t o n F i r s t Sav ings B u i l d i n g 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

H ous t on VICINITY OF T e x a s 

L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 
COURTHOUSE, 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Harris County Deed Records (Harris Co. Admin. Bldg.) 
STREETS. NUMBER 

1001 Preston 
CITY, TOWN 

Houston 
STATE 

Texas 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

none 
DATE 

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X.ORIGINAL SITE 

X G O O D —RUINS OCALTERED —MOVED DATE-

—FAIR _UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Paul-Republic Bui ld ing was constructed in 1907 and stands at the 
southwest corner of Pres ton and Fannin Streets. R is ing eight s tor ies , the 
s t ruc ture was bu i l t of b rown b r i c k w i t h load bearing w a l l s . The a rch i t ec t ­
u r a l f i r m of Sanguinet and Staats served as the bui lding 's designers, while 
the Buchanan and Gilder Construct ion Co. was h i r e d to erect the bu i ld ing . 

Exh ib i t ing elements charac te r i s t i c of Chicago School c o m m e r c i a l 
a rch i tec tu re , the Paul-Republic Bui ld ing displays a SuUivanesque t r i p a r t i t e 
plan wi th recessed planes of windows and spandrels. The fenes t ra t ion and 
ornamentat ion also i l lu s t r a t e the SuUivanesque influence on Sanguinet and 
Staats' plan. The masonry work , subtle in deta i l , exempl i f ies qual i ty in 
c raf t smanship and design. 

The f i r s t and second f loo r s serve as the bui lding 's base and are highl ighted 
w i t h t e r r a - co t t a ornamentat ion. A depiction of an eagle wi th spread wings 
behind a s imple , unadorned cartouche caps each pier and protrudes onto 
the elaborate molded course which divides the second and t h i r d f l o o r s . 
The cartouche displays a ra ised "P" represent ing A l l e n Paul , the bui lding 's 
f i r s t owner. The heavy piers w i th recessed hor izon ta l bands provide 
v isua l support f o r the s t ruc ture and are crowned w i t h a f r e t capi ta l . Although 
the f i r s t f l o o r was a l te red in the 1950's w i th an insensit ive veneer, the 
second l e v e l features the o r i g i n a l Chicago style windows wi th a broad 
1/1 cen t ra l l i gh t . The ma in entrance pierces nea r the west corner of the 
Pres ton Avenue facade. The o r i g i n a l cornice and dentils cap the por ta l ; 
however, the SuUivanesque detai l ing which f r a m e d the entrance was 
covered in the 1950's. 

The cen t ra l por t ion of the SuUivanesque t r i p a r t i t e scheme extends f r o m the 
t h i r d to the seventh f l o o r and re f lec t s a popular const ruct ion style f o r 
ea r ly twentieth century c o m m e r c i a l bui ld ings . Emphasiz ing the v e r t i c a l 
p iers and recessed windows and spandrels, this section contains the 
m a j o r i t y of the bui lding 's o f f ice space. One over one windows o r i g i n a l l y 
p ierced this por t ion , but have been replaced w i t h 2/2 sash windows. Old 
photographs of the bui ld ing reveal the names of many of the tenants painted 
onto the windows. Segmental arches cap the 7th f l o o r windows. The 
Pres ton Street facade displays an A B A rhy thm, wi th the three cen t ra l 
windows grouped into a single bay which is f lanked by a set of pai red windows 
on ei ther side. The Fannin Street elevat ion exhibits a s y m m e t r i c a l facade 
wi th three ident ical bays. 

(see continuation sheet) 
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Divided f r o m the middle section by a corbe l course, the top por t ion contains 
the eighth f l o o r and a parapet w a l l . O r i g i n a l l y , a simple dent i l led cornice 
crowned the eighth leve l , but was removed, possibly during the 1950's. 
Ornate t e r r a cotta cartouches highl ight the eighth f l o o r and are connected 
by egg and dar t ornamentat ion. Smooth t e r r a cotta pi las ters and th ick b r i c k 
piers separate the openings. 

The cur ren t owners plan to rehabi l i ta te the s t ructure f o r use, once again , 
as o f f ice space. Among the i r plans are the remova l of the modern fabr ic 
on the f i r s t f l o o r and explora t ion of various methods of replacing the cornice, 



• SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTOrtIC 

— 1400-1499 

—1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

-1700 -1799 

— 1800-1899 

X.1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

X.LAW 

—LITERATURE 

-MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

X_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1907 BUILDER/ARCHITECT B u c h a n a n & G i l d e r C o n s t ; 

& Staats 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Paul-Republic Bui ld ing at 1018 Pres ton presents a good example of 
ea r ly twentieth century Chicago .School c o m m e r c i a l a rch i tec ture in Houston 
and stands as one of the c i ty ' s oldest skyscrapers . Located near the county 
courthouse, the s t ruc ture provided of f ices f o r many of the c i ty ' s most 
prominent a t torneys, and f o r a b r i e f per iod , served as the meeting place of 
the United States D i s t r i c t Court f o r Houston. The bui ld ing remains w i th in 
an area becoming engulfed by Houston's r ap id ly expanding cent ra l business 
d i s t r i c t . Many s i m i l a r buildings of the same vintage in the v i c i n i t y have 
been razed to al low the const ruct ion of modern , h igh - r i s e s t ruc tures . As a 
resul t , the Paul-Republic Bu i ld ing represents an impor tant a r ch i t ec tu ra l 
and h i s t o r i c a l l i n k to Houston's t u r n of the century development. 

A l l e n Paul , a loca l r e a l t o r , commisss ioned the D a l l a s - F o r t Wor th a r c h i ­
t ec tu ra l f i r m of Sanguinett and Staats to design an o f f i ce bui ld ing near the 
county courthouse. Sanguinett and Staats was a popular f i r m throughout 
Texas during the f i r s t two decades of this century. Displaying a wide 
d ive r s i t y of s tyles , many of the i r buildings are l i s t ed on, or nominated to , 
the National Register and include the Anderson Bui ld ing in F o r t Wor th , the 
Wilson Bui ld ing in Dal las , P r a i r i e School and Neo-Class ica l Reviva l 
residences in Da l las ' Swiss Avenue H i s to r i c D i s t r i c t , and several houses 
along Courtlandt Place in Houston. For the Paul Bu i ld ing , the archi tects 
employed a C o m m e r c i a l Style design highl ighted w i t h t e r r a - co t t a ornamen­
tat ion. Upon complet ion , the s t ruc ture stood as one of the largest c o m m e r c i a l 
buildings in Houston. 

The o r ig ina l town survey rese rved the block now occupied by the Pau l -
Republic Bu i ld ing f o r the county courthouse, but p r i o r to 1873 the courthouse 
relocated one block diagonally to the northeast of its i n i t i a l s i te , thus 
a l lowing the o r ig ina l square to be developed f o r c o m m e r c i a l use. By 1907 
A l l e n Paul erected his e igh t - s to ry bui ld ing at the northeast corner of the 
block, jus t across the street f r o m the courthouse. 

(see continuation sheet) 
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The p r o x i m i t y of the Paul Bui ld ing to the county courthouse encouraged 
numerous attorneys and other l aw- re la t ed professionals to locate in the 
s t ruc tu re . The bui lding 's s ignif icance to the legal trade increased when, 
in 1910, the United States D i s t r i c t Court convened on the second f l o o r , and 
the U , S. D i s t r i c t At to rney and M a r s h a l l , along wi th j u r y rooms, located 
on the t h i r d f l o o r . E a r l y photographs of the bui lding i l lus t ra te the desire of 
many of Houston's prominent attorneys to mainta in of f ices in the Paul 
Bui ld ing . The names of these lawyers were painted on many of the windows 
and were c l e a r l y v i s ib le f r o m the s t reet . 

Other tenants through the years included the Kloppenburg and Walker Drug 
Company (Paul served as Pres ident and Ross Ster l ing , la ter Governor of the 
state, was Vice-Pres iden t ) , the Galveston-Dallas News, o i l compan ies, 
accountants, r ea l to r s , dentists , l i f e insurance companies, and the Y . M . C . A . 

The s t ruc ture ' s name has been changed several t imes since its complet ion 
in I9O7. O r i g i n a l l y cal led the Paul Bui ld ing , the edif ice became known as the 
Hof fman Bui ld ing in 1918. Two years la ter , the Turnbow O i l and Ref in ing 
Company rented of f ice space on the second f l o o r , and the s t ruc ture became 
known as the Turnbow Bui ld ing , It obtained its present name, the Republic 
Bui ld ing , in 192 3. 

Like so many other s i m i l a r buildings in the area, the s t ruc ture has been 
neglected In recent years and has remained v i r t u a l l y unoccupied since 1970. 
The cur ren t owners, recent purchasers of the bui ld ing , plan to rehabil i tate 
i t and r e tu rn it to its posit ion as an Important of f ice bui ld ing near the 
courthouse. 
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IGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY l o S S t h a n O n C 

QUADRANGLE NAME S e t t C g a S t , T c X . 
UTM REFERENCES 

A L J ^ 1217.117.4. Ol 13. 2i9.4l4.2.0l 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c L J I I • I . • I I . I • I • • I 

GL 

±_LJ I • I I I . . I  

I I • I I 

QUADRANGLE SCALE 1 1 2 4 , O O P 

J L J L 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

D L J I I . l l , I I • I • I I I 
F L ^ I I I I 1 . I I I I I I I I I 

H L U I-LL-LL • 1 I . 1 • I • . I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION A rectangular t r ac t of land f r o n t i n g 51 feet more or less 

on the Westl ine of Fannin St. w i t h a depth of 61 feet more or less on the Southline 
of Pres ton Avenue in the c i ty of Houston, and being described as being par t of 
lot 5, block 45, on the o r i g i n a l town plat . . 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

[ Q F O R M PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

D a v i d M o o r e , R e s e a r c h A s s i s t a n t 
ORGANIZATION 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n 
DATE 

J a n u a r y 3 1 , 1979 
STREET* NUMBER 

P. O. B o x 12276 
TELEPHONE 

5 1 2 - 4 7 5 - 3 0 9 4 
CITY OR TOWN 

A u s t i n 
STATE 

T e x a s 78711 

E S T A T E HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL X 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservatic 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it-1 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. r 

fci Act of 1966 (Publi/L/aw 89-665) . 1 

las been A^luate^f" a/coxditTg^to the 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE ( 

TITLE State H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion O f f i c e r DATE Februa ry 12, 1979 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

• ^ CHIEF OF REOSTRATION 

DATE 

GPO 921-803 





















ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAI - REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered 
;.pp 6 197̂  

Name Location 

Paul Building (Republic Building) Houstou 
Harris County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen 

Honorable John C. Tower 
Honorable Mickey Leland 

NR 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Tesas State Historical Comnisslon 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texaa 78711 

Byers/bjr 4/9/79 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401, 


