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The John W. Parker House, b u i l t alonq Courtlandt Place i n 1925-26, 
is one of 18 prominent residences facing an avenue which s t i l l retains 
the ambience of i t s early 20th century o r i g i n s . Established as an 
exclusive neighborhood i n 1906, Courtlandt Place, a t r e e - l i n e d , divided 
boulevard, has maintained i t s r e s i d e n t i a l i n t e g r i t y despite surrounding 
commercialism i n adjacent blocks. Six r e s t r i c t i v e covenants, established 
i n perpetuity and enforced by a Board of Trustees of ovmer-residents, 
form the basis f o r the neighborhood's continued s u r v i v a l . 

Designed by John F, Staub of Houston i n 1925, the Parker House r e f l e c t s 
the Cotswold s t y l e , adapted from the vernacular bui l d i n g t r a d i t i o n s of 
ru r a l England, The basic form of t h i s two-story brick-veneered house 
includes a rectangular main block, one room deep, with a two-story 
ell-wing at the rear, A double pitched roof with gable ends to the 
sides crowns the structure. 

The main (south) facade has an asymmetrical arrangement of openings 
due to the placement of a large e x t e r i o r chimney between two windows 
on the east side of the main entrance. The t a l l , chamfered chimney, 
which forms two high hexagonal flues above the roof, i s the domin­
ating feature of the house. The main entrance i s set w i t h i n a seg­
mental arch and has a wide twelve panel door, the top three containing 
glass l i g h t s . Above the door i s a stepped geometrical pattern formed 
by raised bricks angled to set them apart from the flush w a l l . Within 
the stepped design the brickwork forms a harringbone pattern, drawing 
further attention to the ornamented door\7ay. Above the entrance a 
diamond-shaped window pierces the second f l o o r . Flanking the entrance 
bay are two s i x - l i c r h t casement windows on each l e v e l , the f i r s t f l o o r 
windovTS being proportionally larger than those on the f l o o r above, 

A large two-story bay covers most of the narrov; east facade. High­
l i g h t i n g the bay i s the pegged v7ood framing and harringbone pattern 
i n f i l l of brick which r e f l e c t s medieval building techniques. Brick 
corbelled corners embellish the gable ends at each end of the house. 

The rear e l l wing extends from the northwest corner of the house. 
Along the west elevation i s a wing, with a steep double-pitched roof, 
which shelters u t i l i t y rooms. An in t e r e s t i n g feature on the second 
f l o o r i s the rounded, wrought i r o n balcony o f f the f r o n t bedroom. 
On the north (rear) facade a former open terrace has been glassed-in 
and now serves as a s i t t i n g room j o i n i n g the l i v i n g room and dining 
room. The dining room projects to the north and i s sheltered by a 
shed roof. The house has been air-conditioned and c e n t r a l l y heated, 
and the kitchen and baths modernized, but no alt e r a t i o n s of the 
or i g i n a l design have been made. 

To the rear of the property i s a two-story wood frame garage. 
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT John F, Staub 

The John V7, Parker House b u i l t i n 1925-26 was the 17th of 18 houses 
to be b u i l t on Courtlandt Place, Designed by John F, Staub, the 
house was one of his f i r s t design projects i n Houston a f t e r he 
started his own f i r m . The house i s a good example of the Cotswold 
s t y l e , one of the h i s t o r i c a l adaptations from which Staub creatively 
borrowed. The house i s unique i n design along the avenue and 
r e f l e c t s the elegance and a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t y common on Courtlandt 
Place, one of Houston's e a r l i e s t and most exclusive subdivisions, 

John F, Staub, who used a whole range of s t y l i s t i c genres i n t h i s 
period, was one of Houston's foremost exponents of ec l e c t i c archi­
tecture, Staub moved to Houston i n 1921 to represent the New York 
arc h i t e c t , J, T, Lindeberg and supervise construction of three houses 
he had designed i n Shadyside, a r e s i d e n t i a l enclave begun by J, S, 
Cullinan i n 1916, When Lindeberg closed his Houston o f f i c e i n 192 3, 
Staub remained to s t a r t his own o f f i c e , Staub became one of Houston's 
most famous and popular architects of r e s i d e n t i a l construction i n 
the 20th century. Specializing i n domestic architecture, Staub 
designed most of the houses i n the exclusive Shadyside, several i n 
Broadacres and numerous homes i n River Oaks, One of his best 
knox'm houses was Bayou Bend i n River Oaks, b u i l t i n 19 26 for Ima 
Hogg, daughter of the turn-of-the-century governor James Hogg and 
well-known Houston p h i l a t h r o p i s t and c i v i c leader, John Staxab 
continued an active a r c h i t e c t u r a l practice u n t i l his retirement 
about eight years ago, 

John W, Parker was a prominent Houston la^i^yer. In 1925 he commis­
sioned Staub to b u i l d a house f o r his family on Courtlandt Place 
and l i v e d there u n t i l his death i n 19 30, Mrs, Parker and her c h i l d ­
ren occupied the house f o r several years and then rented i t . In 
1951 Thomas George McHale and his wife Inez McHale bought the 
house, T, George McHale, a l o c a l a r c h i t e c t and f r i e n d of Staub's, 
died i n 1975, but his widow, an i n t e r i o r designer, continues to l i v e 
i n the house. 
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This property and the other ten OQ Courtlaadt Place have 
local architectural significance. At least three of the 
properties have important local historical association -
(See Historian's Comments on #5, #17 and #20). I am un­
happy about l i s t i n g these individually, but local p o l i t i -
cal circumstances prevent l i s t i n g as a d i s t r i c t . EiU 
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March 30, 1979 

AUSTIN TEXAS 78711 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

Enclosed are N a t i o n a l Register nominations f o r ten houses on 
Courtlandt Place i n Houston, Texas. When the photographs a r r i v e , 
we w i l l send an eleventh. O r i g i n a l l y , these houses were grouped 
i n a very cohesive d i s t r i c t nomination. However, several property 
owners were so opposed t o Register l i s t i n g t h a t we decided i n c l u s i o n 
o f t h e i r homes a t t h i s time would not f u r t h e r the cause of h i s t o r i c 
p r e s e r v a t i o n . The eleven owners t h a t were e n t h u s i a s t i c wished 
t h e i r houses t o be l i s t e d separately, i n hopes t h a t the r e c a l c i t r a n t 
neighbors could e v e n t u a l l y be persuaded t o j o i n the e f f o r t . Since 
the i n c e p t i o n of the separate nominations p r o j e c t , I have received 
several t e n t a t i v e i n q u i r i e s from owners t h a t had u n t i l then been 
u n a l t e r a b l y opposed t o l i s t i n g . Therefore, t h i s hope i s w e l l 
grounded, and we t h i n k C o u rtlandt Place may someday again be 
grouped as a h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . We w i l l continue t o work i n t h a t 
d i r e c t i o n . 

I n the meantime, your favorable review of these nominations would 
be deeply appreciated. 

Sin 

TfT»^t Latim< 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 

Dr. W i l l i a m J. Murtagh 
Keeper o f the N a t i o n a l Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Pension B u i l d i n g 
440 G S t r e e t , NW 
Washington, D.C. 20243 
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TELEPHONE REPORT 
OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PROJECT: Courtlandt Place, Houston 

TO/FROM: joe campisi DATE : june 12, 1979 

ADDRESS : 17 Courtland Place PHONE: 713-523-'+^OU 

STAFF MEMBER: oaie Brooks DIVISION: NR 

REPORT: 

Returned Mr. Campisi's c a l l to give him the status of the review of 
the 11 Courtland Place nominations. Suggested he contact his Con­
gressman to determine the exact date of l i s t i n g . Mr. Campisi said 
i t looked more hopeful that a d i s t r i c t nomination could be prepared 
because a few of the older, more negative owners are now being re­
placed by younger, more supportive ones. 

Also talked with David Moore EQQQfXIKXXKJiXJ[3Q[ at the Texas Historical 
Commission later in the day. David said that one of the residents, a / 
leader in Texas Republican Party p o l i t i c s , is s t i l l opposed and has 
threatened a law suit i f a d i s t r i c t is nominated. I t appears that 
situation w i l l not change for some time. 
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