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The John W, Parker House, built along Courtlandt Place in 1925-26,

is one of 18 prominent residences facing an avenue which still retains
the ambience of its early 20th century origins, Established as an
exclusive neighborhood in 1906, Courtlandt Place, a tree-lined, divided
boulevard, has maintained its residential integrity despite surrounding
commercialism in adjacent blocks. Six restrictive covenants, established
in perpetuity and enforced by a Board of Trustees of owner-residents,
form the basis for the neighborhood's continued survival.

Designed by John F., Staub of Houston in 1925, the Parker House reflects
the Cotswold style, adapted from the vernacular building traditions of
rural England., The basic form of this two-story brick-veneered house
includes a rectangular main block, one room deep, with a two-story
ell-wing at the rear. A double pitched roof with gable ends to the
sides crowns the structure.

The main (south) facade has an asymmetrical arrangement of openings
due to the placement of a large exterior chimney between two windows
on the east side of the main entrance. The tall, chamfered chimney,
which forms two high hexagonal flues above the roof, is the domin-
ating feature of the house., The main entrance is set within a seg-
mental arch and has a wide twelve panel door, the top three containing
glass lights, Above the door is a stepped geometrical pattern formed
by raised bricks angled to set them apart from the flush wall. Within
the stepped design the brickwork forms a harringbone pattern, drawing
further attention to the ornamented doorway. Above the entrance a
diamond-shaped window pierces the second floor, Flanking the entrance
bay are two six-licht casement windows on each level, the first floor
windows being proportionally larger than those on the floor above.

A large two-story bay covers most of the narrow east facade. High-
lighting the bay is the pegged wood framing and harringbone pattern
infill of brick which reflects medieval building techniques. Brick
corbelled corners embellish the gable ends at each end of the house.

The rear ell wing extends from the northwest corner of the house.
Along the west elevation is a wing, with a steep double-pitched roof,
which shelters utility rooms. An interesting feature on the second
floor is the rounded, wrought iron balcony off the front bedroom.

On the north (rear) facade a former open terrace has been glassed-in
and now serves as a sitting room joining the living room and dining
room, The dining room projects to the north and is sheltered by a
shed roof. The house has been air-conditioned and centrally heated,
and the kitchen and baths modernized, but no alterations of the
original design have been made.

To the rear of the property is a two-story wood frame garage.
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The John W, Parker House built in 1925-26 was the 17th of 18 houses
to be built on Courtlandt Place., Designed by John F, Staub, the
house was one of his first design projects in Houston after he
started his own firm, The house is a good example of the Cotswold
style, one of the historical adaptations from which Staub creatively
borrowed, The house is unique in design along the avenue and
reflects the elegance and architectural quality common on Courtlandt
Place, one of Houston's earliest and most exclusive subdivisions,

John F, Staub, who used a whole range of stylistic genres in this
period, was one of Houston's foremost exponents of eclectic archi-
tecture., Staub moved to Houston in 1921 to represent the New York
architect, J. T. Lindeberg and supervise construction of three houses
he had designed in Shadyside, a residential enclave begun by J. S.
Cullinan in 1916. When Lindeberg closed his Houston office in 1923,
Staub remained to start his own office. Staub became one of Houston's
most famous and popular architects of residential construction in

the 20th century. Specializing in domestic architecture, Staub
designed most of the houses in the exclusive Shadyside, several in
Broadacres and numerous homes in River Oaks., One of his best

known houses was Bayou Bend in River Oaks, built in 1926 for Ima
Hoga, daughter of the turn-of-~the-century governor James Hogg and
well-known Houston philathropist and civic leader., John Staub
continued an active architectural practice until his retirement
about eight years ago.

John W, Parker was a prominent Houston lawyer. In 1925 he commis-
sioned Staub to build a house for his family on Courtlandt Place

and lived there until his death in 1930, Mrs, Parker and her child-
ren occupied the house for several years and then rented it. In
1951 Thomas George McHale and his wife Inez McHale bought the

house, T. George McHale, a local architect and friend of Staub's,
died in 1975, but his widow, an interior designer, continues to live
in the house,
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JOHN W. PARKER HOUSE (#2)
South facade (front)

Landscaped East entrance to Boulevard
left foreground.

April, 1876
: John W. Parker House
2 Courtlandt Place
Houston, Harris County, Texas

Photo by Woodallen of Houston, 1976
South elevation
Photo #1

i

==

DD

™)
r

H






APR 9 1979

John W. Parker House
2 Courtlandt Place
Houston, Harris Cainty, Texas

Photo by Woodallen of Houston, 1969

South elevation
Photo #2
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John W. Parker House
2 Courtlandt Place
Houston, Harris County, Texas

Unknown photographer, photocopy by Woodallen
of Houston, 1969

Noftheast oblique showing bay on east facade,
dining room extension, and rear ell.

Photo #3

| 41979



Red tint indicates areas in which only landmark buildings are shown
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March 30, 1979 &, \ ;.5,?‘;

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Enclosed are National Register nominations for ten houses on
Courtlandt Place in Houston, Texas. When the photographs arrive,

we will send an eleventh. Originally, these houses were grouped

in a very cohesive district nomination. However, several property
owners were so opposed to Register listing that we decided inclusion
of their homes at this time would not further the cause of historic
preservation. The eleven owners that were enthusiastic wished

their houses to be listed separately, in hopes that the recalcitrant
neighbors could eventually be persuaded to join the effort. Since
the inception of the separate nominations project, I have received
several tentative inquiries from owners that had until then been
unalterably opposed to listing. Therefore, this hope is well
grounded, and we think Courtlandt Place may someday again be

grouped as a historic district. We will continue to work in that
direction.

In the meantime, your favorable review of these nominations would
be deeply appreciated.

State Historic Preservation Officer

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Pension Building

440 G Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20243

TL:1la

The State ﬂfen% Sfor Historic Preservation
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TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HisTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT: Courtlandt Place, Houston

To/FROM:  Joe campisi DATE: June 12, 1979
ADDRESS: 17 Courtland Place PHONE : 713-523-4kobk
STAFF MEMBER: Gale Brooks Division: mR
REPORT :

Returned Mr. Campisi's call to give him the status of the review of
the 11 Courtland Place nominations. Suggested he contact his Con-

gressman to determine the exact date of listing. Mr. Campisi said

it looked more hopeful that a district nomination could be prepared
because a few of the older, more negative owners are now being re-

placed by younger, more supportive ones.

Also talked with David Moore XAXEXXIKXXKEXHAAY¥ at the Texas Historical
Commission later in the day. David said that one of the residents, a //
leader in Texas Republican Party politics, is still opposed and has
threatened a law suit if a district is nominated. It appears that

situation will not change for some time.




ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

TaX

STATE

. Date En_t;g_rg_d.__\m ' 4 m

Name Iocation
First Presbyterian Church Mineral Wells
Palo Pinto County
zhﬂu,hmwuﬁwu Houston
Harris County
Myer, Sterling, House Houston

Harris County

Autry, Janmes L., House Houston
Harris County

Neuhaus, C. L., House ? Houston
Harris County

Cleveland, A. S., House Houston
Harris County

Also Xotified

For further information, Please call the Naticnal Register at (202)343-6401.



