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The s t e r l i n g :!yer House, b u i l t on Courtlandt Place i n 1910, i s one 
of 18 prominent residences facing an avenue which s t i l l retains 
the ambience of i t s early 20th century o r i g i n s . Established as 
an exclusive neighborhood i n 1906, Courtlandt Place, a t r e e - l i n e d , 
divided boulevard, has maintained i t s r e s i d e n t i a l i n t e g r i t y despite 
surrounding comraercialism i n adjacent blocks. Six r e s t r i c t i v e 
covenants, established i n perpetuity and enforced by a Board of 
Trustees of owner-residents, forro the basis for the neighborhood's 
continued s u r v i v a l . 

Designed by Sanguinet & Staats i n 1910 the St e r l i n g ''yer House 
ref l e c t s the Tudor Revival s t y l e . The two-and-a-half story house 
contains a main block with a steep double pitched roof and two 
steep gables facing the street (south) facade. To the east i s a 
two-story wing and to the west a porte cochere. 

The south elevation of the main block displays a br i c k f i r s t f l o o r 
and half-timbered second f l o o r , A f l a t roofed wooden g a l l e r y , 
s l i g h t l y projecting at the central bay extends across t h i s facade. 
Gallery supports include square wooden columns on brick p i e r s , 
joined by a s t i c k wooden balustrade. The balustrade extends uncov­
ered to the east to form a porch i n f r o n t of the east wing. The 
entrance i s ce n t r a l l y located with wide s i d e l i g h t s . The two flanking 
f i r s t f l o o r v;indov/s have 12/1 l i g h t s . 

Distinguishing the facade i s the half-timbered sheathing on the 
second f l o o r and the tv/o steeply pitched, half-timbered gables, 
A small double hung sash window with diamond-shaped l i g h t s pierces 
each gable. The gable outline f l a i r s out at the eaves and the 
peaks ris e above the ridge of the roof. The wood shingled roof 
also contains a dorm.er on the east side, another large gable on 
the west, and a t a l l brick chimney with corbelled cap on the v/est. 

On the east i s the o r i g i n a l f i r s t f l o o r sunroom, but a room> has 
been added on the second f l o o r i n recent years. The porte cochere 
on the west has a f l a t roof, supported by square wooden posts on 
brick piers, i d e n t i c a l to those on the f r o n t g a l l e r y , 

A tv;o-story frame garage with half-timbered second f l o o r i s located 
to the rear of the house. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The s t e r l i n g Myer House i s an excellent example i n Houston of the 
Tudor Revival styl e and r e f l e c t s the elegance and a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
quality common along Courtlandt Place, one of Houston's e a r l i e s t 
and most exclusive subdivisions, Sanguinet and Staats, who designed 
the f i r s t four houses b u i l t i n the new subdivision, as wel l as 
several subsequent designs, revealed t h e i r e c l e c t i c tendency and 
proficiency i n each of t h e i r designs. The Myer House, the second 
house b u i l t i n the neighborhood, i s the only house on the avenue 
showing the influence and adaptation of the medieval building form. 
The residence i s further important as the home of one of the 
founder;s of Courtlandt Place, S t e r l i n g "yer. 

The firm of Sanguinet and Staats originated i n the Fort V7orth-Dallas 
area. They desicned a number of s i g n i f i c a n t buildings i n these two 
c i t i e s , including the 1902 Wilson Building i n 
eight-story building i n Texas, A, E, Barnes, 
engineer from Dallas, joined the fi r m i n 1902 
up the firm's Houston o f f i c e , Alfred C, Finn 
firm i n Houston from 1913-15. The f i r m l a t e r 
guinet, Staats and Gottlieb (1921-25) and then 

Dallas, the f i r s t 
an a r c h i t e c t and c i v i l 
and l a t e r opened 
served with the 
became known as San-
Hedrick & Gottlieb 

(1925-28) . The current successor to the old f i r m i s known as 
Wyatt C, Hedrick & Associates. Am.ong the many buildings designed 
by the f i r m i n Houston, some notable ones include the T. P. Lee 
House (1910), the Old Houston Country Club (1908), the F i r s t 
Methodist Church (1910) , ."'edical Arts Building (1926) , the old 
Houston National Bank ( 1 9 2 6 — l i s t e d on the National Register), and 
a number of private residences. Those on Courtlandt Place include 
the C. L. Meuhaus House (1910), James »utrey. Sr. House (1912), 
A. S. Cleveland House (1911) , S t e r l i n g Myer House (1910) and the 
Dorrance House (1913-14). 

An attorney with the f i r m of Hunt, Myer and Teagle and l a t e r Camp­
b e l l , Myer and Freeman, St e r l i n g ''yer was one of the founders of 
the Courtlandt Improvement Company, This group incorporated i n 190 6 
to buy 15,474 acres of newly annexed Houston land and to develop 
an exclusive subdivision. His house was the second residence on 
the s t r e e t , Myer served as the f i r s t president of the Courtlandt 
Improvement Company, 
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