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Considered to be the oldest Houston building existing on i t s original site, the Kennedy 
Bakery Building stands today at 813 Congress, across from Market Square, which is Hous­
ton's original commercial d i s t r i c t . Built in the 1860's, the structure represents a styl 
of commercial architecture that became prevalent in Texas as well as the United States 
during the latter half of the 19th century. 

Today this narrow, two-story brick building, located on a mid-block l o t , is bounded on t} 
west by a modern commercial structure which butts against the west wall of the bakery, ar 
on the east.by a five foot wide alley that separates i t from i t s modem, three-story nei^ 
hor. The main facade is of load-bearing brick, laid in running bond with every sixth 
course a header course. This facade is approximately twelve inches thick, fifteen feet 
wide, and features bricked corbels at the parapet level. The single door entrance is 
framed with wooden pilasters and a bracket-supported architrave. The door is a four pant 
wooden unit, eight feet in height, topped with a transom. The f i r s t floor window is a 
twenty-four l i g h t , stationary sash unit of wooden construction. A soldier course l i n t e l 
spans the facade directly above the door and window. The second floor window openings 
are larger than the f i r s t floor opening and are further distinguished by segmental arche; 
of soldier coursed bricks. The lower portion of the openings are f i l l e d with unadorned 
panels and double-sashed nine-over-nine v/indows. The corbel consists of rows of horizon­
t a l delineations supported by regularly spaced vertical elements. This parapet area is 
a false front supported on either end by sloping buttresses. The f l a t roof slopes slighi 
to the alley side for drainage. The remaining facades are unadorned plaster-covered brit 

The alley is shielded with a single-story brick wall which is pierced by a single door, 
segmental arched opening. This alley leads to a rear courtyard in which the cistern and 
privy for the structure were located. The courtyard is enclosed in single-story, plaster 
covered brick walls and used as part of the resturant. La Carafe. 

The interior walls of the building are plastered brick, with a considerable amount of 
brick exposure. The ground floor consists of a concrete slab floor and a modified c e i l i 
of plywood and false beams. A steep, narrow stairway, trimmed with closely-spaced wood­
en bannisters which are terminated on the second floor with a carved newel post, is loc­
ated at the rear of the building. The second floor walls are similar to those of the 
ground floor, and the floor and ceiling are constructed of wood. Evidence of two chim­
neys remains on the west wall. The chimneys, rising three feet above the roof line, con­
form to the Houston f i r e codes of the 1860's which required bakeries to be of brick con­
struction, t i l e roofs, with chimneys extending at least three feet above the roof. 

In an effort to prevent the building from being condemned, the owner had the structure 
reinforced in the 1960's. At this time, a non-structural, decorative g r i l l was added to 
the second story of the facade. This wrought iron feature is inconsistent with the char 
acter of the structure, biit'ls removable. 
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Believed to have been constructed in the 1860's, the Kennedy Building in downtown Houston 
is generally acknowledged as the oldest structure in Houston existing on i t s original site. 
The building occupies the site of the previous "Shakespeare Coffee House." Legends report 
the two-story brick structure, which was b u i l t for pioneer merchant John Kennedy, at var­
ious times housed a trading post, stage stop, and slave market. Research indicates, how­
ever, that the structure housed Kennedy's bakery. This long, narrow building, constructed 
of load-bearing masonry, is a fine example of 19th century commercial architecture with 
elaborate brick delineations in the comice area. 

John Kennedy, a native of Ireland and a baker by trade, came to Houston in 1842. Residing 
f i r s t in New Jersey and later in Missouri, Kennedy had amassed and subsequently lost two 
considerable sums of money before moving to Houston, penniless at the age of twenty-three. 
In the f a l l of 1842, Kennedy opened a small bakery on Franklin Street, between Main and 
Fannin, which was later moved to what is believed to have been the old two-story, wood 
frame coffee house on Congress Street between Travis and Franklin. In the next few years 
Kennedy acquired this la t t e r property, now identified as 813 Congress, as well as the ad­
joining property at the comer of Travis and Congress. A building erected on the comer 
lot became known as Kennedy's Building and the property thereafter known as Kennedy's Cor­
ner. These properties are located in what was once Houston's central commercial d i s t r i c t . 
Market Square. A disastrous f i r e swept through the block in August, 1860, destroying a l l 
of Kennedy's property improvements. He began reconstruction immediately and erected a sec­
ond Kennedy Building, a three story brick stmcture on the site of the original one. I t is 
believed that the present bakery building, today known as La- Carafe, is this building. 

By the time the C i v i l War began, Kennedy was maintaining a steam bakery, g r i s t m i l l , and a 
re t a i l grocery store as well as a large number of Negroes and several thousand acres in 
Harris and adjoining counties. During the war, the Kennedy Building served as an arsenal 
and the Bakery was contracted to supply the Confederate Army with "hardtack." When the 
occa;ision arose, Kennedy engaged in running cotton through the blockade established by 
Federal authorities. Following the war, Kennedy disposed of his vast acreage, which he 
considered worthless with the abolition of slavery, and focused his attention on mercan­
t i l e pursuits. Kennedy's reputation for honesty and sound business management eamed him 
respect and popularity in professional and private circles. For many years one of the few 
Catholics of means within the ci t y , Kennedy was a primary supporter of Houston's f i r s t 
Catholic church, St. Vincent de Paul, constmcted in the early 1840's. Kennedy contrib­
uted significant funding to the f i r s t church building and donated lots for the present 
cemetery. He entertained priests and v i s i t i n g dignitaries at his home on San Jacinto Street 
and offered his trading post (as i t became known) as a refuge for missionaries and a haven 
for the poor, regardless of color or creed. 
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The 1873 Houston City Directory l i s t s a druggist operating from the bakery building, and 
drug stores, under several different ownerships, continued to operate there u n t i l 1932, 
from which time a wide variety of businesses occupied i t . Ownership remained in the Ken­
nedy family u n t i l 1970. The building was sold to William V. Berry in 1970, who operates 
a pub, known as La Carafe, in the building. 

In the mid 1960's, the family made structural repairs on the building and added non-struc­
tural grillwork to the facade. This grillwork, while inconsistent with the historic fab­
r i c of the structure, is removeable and should not be considered an irreversible incur­
sion into the architectural integrity of the building. 
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