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The Christ Church Cathedral consists of a group of interconnected buildings
including the Church, Chapel, Guild Hall, Latham Memorial Building (and Diocesan
Offices), and Cleveland Hall. Located on the western half of block 55 of the original
townsite, the complex is dominated by the massive, late nineteenth century Gothic
Revival church.

The church building was constructed in 1893 of dark, red brick reportedly
salvaged from Christ Church's previous structure which had earlier occupied the site.
The architects, Joseph Tempest and Silas McBee, employed a Gothic Revival cruciform
plan with:steep gable roofs:'terminated by crenelated battlements. 'The building's
most commomimotif, :the'pointed.arch; demonstrates the late Gothiec Revival influence
on Tempest and McBee's ‘designi ' Recurring throughout thé churfch, the pointed atrch is
incorporated within most of the building's openings and in 'much of the brick' >
detailing. The west elevation, for example, is pierced with three large pointeéed
arched windows. The outer openings are connected with a series of intricate pointed
arch brick work and demonstrates the expert craftsmanship of the brick masons. This
arcade serves as the base for the middle window which perforates the west facade at
a higher level than the outer openings. A large four-sided bell tower rises from
the northwest corner of the narthex and contains the main entrance. A five-sided
turret extends from the northwest corner of the tower and exhibits lancet brick
detailing and a crowning crenelated parapet. A large Latin cross extends from the
turret.

Although a fire destroyed much of the east wing and chancel, the church's
interior remains virtually unaltered since its completion. The nave presents a
beamed and strutted ceiling of Tudor arches and is illuminated by stained glass
windows. After the disastrous fire in 1938, William Ward Watkin was selected as the
architect to remodel the damaged portion. Watkin's design attempted to complement
the original detailing, and he installed the ornate rood screen and a new altar.

Watkin's work is not limited to the rebuilt section of the church. He
also designed the Golding Chapel, located in a separate, but connected, building
between the church and guild hall. This chapel displays undecorated and plastered
walls. The chapel has considerable height (31 feet) in proportion to its relatively
small width (22 feet).

Guild Hall, the only other nineteenth century building in the complex,
predates the church by one year and was designed by Tempest and McBee. Displaying
steep gabled roofs and crenelated battlements similar to the church, this structure
lacks the ornate brickwork of the church, but nevertheless, displays a high quality
of craftsmanship. The interior has been severely altered and few of the original
details remain.

Tﬁe Layham Memorial Building (1951) and Cleveland Hall (1962) serve as
administrative and educational facilities. Both structures are brick and are
compatible to the architectural composition of the complex{
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.- One.of -the oldest|church buildings:still standing) in: downtown: Houston,
Christ Church, provides a rare;illustratien of;Jlate 'nineteenth: century Gothic -
Revival architecture in Houston's central business-district. . The ornate detailing :
and sophistlcated craftsmanship distinguish the structure as an lmportant archltec-'
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Established in 1839, the Christ Episcopal Church reportedly is the oldest

organized congregation in Houston. The church purchased land at the northeast
corner of Texas and Fannin in 1843 and in two years, erected a small brick building.
As Houston continued to grow, the congregation of Christ Church also increased, and
the need for a larger church building became paramount. In 1859 a new brick
building was constructed which served until 1892. During that year, the east wall
collapsed because of structural defects, and the church decided to demolish the
building and construct a new facility. On Good Friday, 1893, the cornerstone was
laid for a new structure which incorporated the salvaged bricks from the old building.
By Christmas Day of 1893, the church was completed and services were held for the
first time in the building.

Joseph Arthur Tempest and Silas McBee designed the church utilizing a late
Gothic Revival style. .Tempest and McBee's plan expanded upon an..earlier collaboration,
the adjacent Guild Hall, which was constructed in 1892, and called for highly skilled
masonry work. Tempest was a practicing architect who joined the church after moving
from Toronto, Canada in 1891. McBee, the principal designer for the building, was
an Episcopal layman from Sewanee, Tennessee with strong religious convictions. He
concerned himself with all facets of his religion, ranging from Christian philosophy
to architecture. Gothic Revival, McBee believed, most adequately expressed the
composition, tone, and proportions for religious architecture, and he incorporated
this style into the design for Christ Church.

Since its completion, Christ Church has remained as one of the few
nineteenth century, non-commercial structures within an area becoming increasingly
dominated by imposing, high-rise buildings. The church has continued to prosper
throughout the years despite the relocation of other similar downtown churches to
the suburbs. Many of Houston's most prominent citizens have belonged to the church
and have played a vital role in the church's continued success.

Other than the 1938 fire which destroyed much of the east wing, the
building has remained virtually unaltered since its completion. The property being
nominated to the National Register includes the church, Guild Hall (1892), Golding
Chapel (1938), the Latham Building (1951), and Cleveland Hall (1962). All of
these structures are interconnected and are vital elements of the church and its
functions.
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the late 19th century Gothic Revival church building and pro-

vide that building with important local architectural signifi-

cance. Except for the Diocesan Offices, the other buildings

in the church complex appear to have similar architectural ‘D \a\qq

\
characteristics to the church. They form a cohesive grouping IgI‘I\IQIIII CHIEF
with the church as the dominant element. The complex provides
significant architectural contrast to the 20th century modernism
surrounding it.
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Christ Church Gemetex

1117 Texas Avenue
Houston, Harris County, Texas
Photo by Woodallen of Houston and courtesy of

Christ Church Cathedral. date unknown.
Aerial view from northwest

Photo #1

APR 16 1979
JUN 15 1979
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Christ Church cemedsx
1117 Texas Avenue
Houston, Harris County, Texas

Photo by Woodallen of Houston and courtesy
of Christ Church Cathedral, 1957
West facade

Photo #2

APR 16 1979
JUN | 5 1919






Christ Church cemplex

1117 Texas Avenue
Houston, Harris County, Texas

Photo by Danny Hardy, Texas Historical
Commission, 1978

Southwest oblique of Latham Building

Photo #3

JUN 15 1979
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Christ Church cemplex

1117 Texas Avenue
Houston, Harris County, Texas

Photo by Danny Hardy, Texas Historical
Commission, 1978 :
West facade

Photo #4

APR 16 1979
JUN 151919






Christ Church €omplex-
1117 Texas Avenue
Houston, Harris County, Texas

Photo by Woodallen of Houston,

and courtesy of Christ Church
Interior of Cathedral, 1970
Photo #5

N | 5 1979
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