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I NAME 
HISTORIC 

James L. A u t r y House it Grounds 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER #5 C o u r t l a n d t Pl^ce 

_ N O T FOR PUBUCATION 

CITY, TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

18 
STATE 

T e x a s 

CODE 

OAS 
COUNTY 

H a r r i s 201 
CODE 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

j^BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

_XPRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

_aDCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
-XYES RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY —OTHER 

[OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME , - greenhouse 

house - David W. Beck J r . & Nancy Beck/ & t e n n i s c t s - Wm. H. 
~ BdylCOtl & STREET & NUMBER 

5 C o u r t l a n d t Place 
CITY. TOWN 

H o u s t o n , TX__7Xr f t ; 0 i f rYOF 

P. M. Schlumbergei 
STATED 1 b Avondaie 

H o u s t o n , TX77006 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. „ , „ „ , 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC H a m s C o u u t y C o u r t h o u s e 

STREETS. NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
Houston 

STATE 
TX 

a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y 

DATE 
1976 —FEDERAL ^STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Texac U A ^ . n • • 

^^^as H1 .s t or i-e-a-1—'̂ .-Comm^ g-S.3-i3Ji-CITY. TOWN 

Aus t i n 
STATE 

TX 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

^EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED ^UNALTERED ^ R I G I N A L S I T E 

—GOOD _RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE-

.FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The James L. A u t r y House, b u i l t along C o u r t l a n d t Place i n 1912, i s 
one of 18 prominent r e s i d e n c e s f a c i n g an avenue which s t i l l r e t a i n s 
the ambience of i t s e a r l y 20th Century o r i g i n s . E s t a b l i s h e d as an 
e x c l u s i v e neighborhood i n 1906, C o u r t l a n d t P l a c e , a t r e e - l i n e d , 
d i v i d e d b o u l e v a r d , has m a i n t a i n e d i t s r e s i d e n t i a l i n t e g r i t y d e s p i t e 
s u r r o u n d i n g commercialism i n a d j a c e n t b l o c k s . Six r e s t r i c t i v e cove­
n a n t s , e s t a b l i s h e d i n p e r p e t u i t y and e n f o r c e d by a Board of Trustees 
of o w n e r - r e s i d e n t s , form the b a s i s f o r the neighborhood's c o n t i n u e d 
s u r v i v a l . 

Designed i n 1912 by Sanguinet & S t a a t s w i t h A l f r e d Finn as a s s o c i a t e , 
the James L. A u t r y House i s a two-and-a-half s t o r y , wood frame Neo-
C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l House. The shape of the house i s b a s i c a l l y a square 
w i t h a o n e - s t o r y , b a l u s t r a d e d p o r t e cochere t o the e a s t , balanced on 
the west by a s m a l l o n e - s t o r y , b a l u s t r a d e d sun room. 

Dominating the main facade i s a double b a l u s t r a d e d g a l l e r y across the 
e n t i r e f r o n t , s upported on f o u r massive t w o - s t o r y , f l u t e d D o r i c columns. 
From the c e n t r a l bay a o n e - s t o r y , s e m i - c i r c u l a r D o r i c e n t r a n c e porch 
p r o j e c t s , a c c e n t u a t i n g the e n t r a n c e . This main facade r e t a i n s a 
s t r i c t symmetry d i s p l a y i n g a c e n t r a l door w i t h s i d e l i g h t s and transom 
on b o t h f l o o r s , f l a n k e d by wide s i n g l e - p a n e sash windows on each s i d e . 
The e l e v a t i o n i s c l a s s i c a l l y enframed by t w o - s t o r y f l u t e d c o r n e r p i l a s t e r s 

A d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e of the r o o f l i n e i s the wide eaves w i t h coupled 
m o d i l l i o n s spaced above the columns on the f r o n t and s i n g a l l y . spaced 
at i n t e r v a l s on the r e a r . A hipped r o o f broken by g a b l e s , dormers and 
e x t e r i o r b r i c k chimneys a t the east and west s i d e s , crowns the s t r u c t u r e . 

D i s t i n c t i v e i n t e r i o r elements i n c l u d e the 15' x 37' e n t r y h a l l and 
r e c e i v i n g room. Oak w a i n s c o t i n g , oak c e i l i n g beams whose c e n t r a l beam 
i s arched, o r i g i n a l brass sconces, an oak s t a i r c a s e l i g h t e d by an 
orn a t e leaded and beveled g l a s s arched window, a l l e m b e l l i s h the 
fo r m a l r e c e p t i o n area. On the second f l o o r a t the top of the s t a i r s 
i s another r e c e i v i n g room, 18' x 27'. An o r i g i n a l brass c e i l i n g f a n 
w i t h t u l i p l i g h t s hangs from the c e n t e r of the room. 

To the south ( r e a r ) o f the house i s a garage w i t h room f o r t h r e e c a r s , 
a work room, s t o r a g e room and c h a u f f e u r q u a r t e r s on the f i r s t f l o o r 
and a two-bedroom apartment on the second f l o o r . 

To the east o f the house i s a l a r g e l o t c o n t a i n i n g t e n n i s c o u r t s and 
a lo n g r e c t a n g u l a r greenhouse w i t h an onion-shaped r o o f . 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTOHIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE 

-1600-1699 X_ARCHITECTURE 

-1700-1799 —ART 

-1800-1899 —COMMERCE 

-1900- —COMMUNICATIONS 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

X-INDUSTRY ( o i l ) 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1912 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

Sanguinet & S t a a t s w i t h A l f r e d I 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The James L. A u t r y House, designed by Sanguinet & S t a a t s w i t h A l f r e d Finn 
i n 1912, i s an e x c e l l e n t example of t h e N e o - C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l a r c h i t e c t u r e 
and r e f l e c t s the elegance and a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t y common along C o u r t l a n d t 
Place, one of Houston's e a r l i e s t and most e x c l u s i v e s u b d i v i s i o n s . James 
L. A u t r y was a s i g n i f i c a n t f i g u r e i n the e a r l y days of the Texas o i l indus­
t r y and h i s house on C o u r t l a n d t Place r e p r e s e n t s a p e r i o d of p e r s o n a l p r o ­
f e s s i o n a l and f i n a n c i a l success. 

j o i n e d the 
t h i s house 

the f i r s t e i g h t - s t o r y b u i l d i n g 
f i r m i n D a l l a s i n 1904 and i n 1912 
i n Houston. I n 1913 Finn j o i n e d 

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m of Sanguinet & S t a a t s o r i g i n a t e d i n the D a l l a s - F o r t 
Worth area. They designed a number of s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s i n t h i s area, 
i n c l u d i n g the Wilson B u i l d i n g i n D a l l a s 
i n Texas. A l f r e d C. Finn had 
was h i r e d as the a s s o c i a t e on 
A. E 
Finn l e f t the f i r m and went i n t o p r a c t i c e f o r h i m s e l f . A f t e r t h i s time 
Finn designed some ve r y i m p o r t a n t works i n Texas among them the Governor 
Ross S. S t e r l i n g House ( 1 9 1 5 ) , t he San J a c i n t o Monument & Museum (1 9 3 9 ) , 
Gulf B u i l d i n g ( 1 9 2 9 ) , M e t r o p o l i t a n Theater ( 1 9 2 6 ) , Sam Houston Coliseum/ 
Music H a l l (1937) and the W. C. Hunt House (1920-21) on C o u r t l a n d t Place 

Barnes i n Houston t o handle the f i r m ' s Houston b u s i n e s s , but by 1915 

Born i n H o l l y S p r i n g s , M i s s i s s i p p i on November 4, 1859, James L. A u t r y 
moved t o Navarro County i n 1876 t o unde r t a k e management of a ranch. A f t e r 
s t u d y i n g under a Corsicana l a w y e r , he was a d m i t t e d t o the bar i n 1880. 
I n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h W. J. McKie, A u t r y served as counsel t o J. S. C u l l i n a n , 
the o i l e n t r e p r e n e u r who moved t o Corsicana w i t h the o i l boom i n the 1890'{ 
With the d i s c o v e r y of o i l at S p i n d l e t o p i n 1902, C u l l i n a n moved t o Beaumont 
t o form the Texas Fuel Co. and A u t r y f o l l o w e d i n 1904 t o become g e n e r a l 
c o u n s e l . I n 1905 the company r e o r g a n i z e d and expanded i n t o the Texas 
Company ( l a t e r known as Texaco) i n which A u t r y was e l e c t e d a d i r e c t o r and 
became g e n e r a l a t t o r n e y . A u t r y moved to Houston i n 1908 when the corporate 
o f f i c e s moved t o take advantage of o t h e r o i l f i e l d s down the Gulf Coast 
and w i t h i n a few years A u t r y b u i l t h i s home on C o u r t l a n d t Place. I n 1913 
A u t r y , C u l l i n a n and W i l l C. Hogg r e s i g n e d from the Texas Co. and formed 
the F i d e l i t y T r u s t Co., Farmer's Petroleum Co., American Petroleum Co., an( 
Republic P r o d u c t i o n Co. A u t r y served as p r e s i d e n t of the Farmers P e t r o l e u i 
Co., p r e s i d e n t of F i d e l i t y T r u s t Co., and v i c e - p r e s i d e n t and g e n e r a l coun­
s e l of the l a s t two under the combined name of American Republic Co. 

Autry suffered a stroke in 1915 and spent the last five years of his life 
a semi-invalid. He died on September 29, 1920. His wife, daughter Allie, 
and son James L. Autry, III remained in the house. The family sold it in '. 

1938. 
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•GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1 P .Q Q t h a n O n e 

QUADRANGLE NAME B e l l a i r e , TX 
U T M R E F E R E N C E S 

ALiiSj 1216,916.1,01 13,219^14.7,0 1 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c L J I I I I I . I I • 1 • I • • 1 
I . I I 

GLLJ L U J I I I I 1.1 • I . . I 

QUADRANGLE SCALE 1 Z 2 4 0 0 0 

B L J I I • I • . I I • I • I I • I 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING  

oUJ I I . I • • I I . I • I . • I 
F L J I I . I • • I I • I • 1 • • I  
H U J I I I i I . 1 I . I • I . I I 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Vol. 357, pg. 409, Harris Co. Deed Records 
house-Lot 24 and E of Lot 23 and W 3/4 of Lot 25 (125 ' x 170') 
greenhs & tennis r tR-F. {fe> n f T.nf ?4 and W ' 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUN TIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERL .l^p'lN8lTM'DR^Ua^8oi?ND^Ws) 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Marie D. Landon, H i s t o r i a n 

ORGANIZATION 

Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
DATE 

December 19 , 1978 
STREETS NUMBER 

Box 12276, C a p i t o l S t a t i o n 
TELEPHONE 

512 475-3094 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

A u s t i n T X 7 8 7 1 1 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAI STATE LOCALS 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic P r e s t a t i o n Act of 1966 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify it has^t^en 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

ic Law 89-665) , I 

ing to the 

TITLE 
Texas S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 

FDR NPS USE ONLY 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

^^ '^ March 30, 1979 

ATTEST: 

DATE < f . ^ y ' ? T 
R OF THE NAT! 

a<rE P OF REOSTRATION 

DATE 

GPO 921-803 



Proert r 1 O O 3-"^ 5 3 
Property ^ y ^ y u i ^ ^Lla...o-e.^a.^ 

' " ' ' ' J ^ / ^ U ^ working N u m b e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

TECHNICAU CONTROL 
Photos > ^ 
Maps ^ OK 9.7^.7? 
^ s s ^ ' ^ ' ^ / . ^ t ^ p * * ^ ^ * ^ ^ 4 ^ 7 y . HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UN^T CHIEF 
7 ^ 

CHIEF 

KEEPER 

14 ly/y 
National Register Write-up Send-back Entered 
Federal Register Entry l " ^ " Re-submit 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 





































TEXAS CRUDE PRODUCTION CORPORATION ^I^C?^ 
SUITE 203, 3220 LOUISIANA 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006 

A p r i l 27, 1979 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Pension Building 
440 G. Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 

Att'n: NOM 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

My wife and I would consider i t a great honor to have our home l i s t e d 
on the National Register. We believe that the home t r u l y meets a l l of 
your guidelines. Our property i s as follows: 

David W. Beck, Nancy Beck 
5 Courtlandt PI. 
Houston, Texas 77006 

Re: Autry, James L, House 

Thank you for your in t e r e s t . 

Sinererely, 

David W. Beck, Jr. 

DWB:cb 

(713) 523-4163 

LOUISIANA BUILDING • COURTLANDT SQUARE 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
TZ>1AS 

STATE 

Date Entered 

F i r s t PreslyterJan Church 

Parker, John W., House 

Myer, Sterling , House 

Jamea L,, House 

Neuhaua, C. L., House 

^ A u t r y , 

Cleveland, A. S., House 

Location 

Klueral Wells 
Palo Pinto County 

Houston 
Harris County 

Houpton 
Harris County 

Houston 
Harris Cou i t y 

Houston 
Harris County 

Houston 
Harris County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

For r . i iV.Qr .information, please c a l l the National Register at (202) 343-6401 


