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Originally built c, 1838 the Robert Hall House began as a one-room
log structure, measuring 16x18', A second log room of equal
proportions was soon added and joined to the first room by an open
dog run, Two stone chimneys with much of the original mortar
intact rise from each end of the south and north sides of the house.

In the early 1850's the house was enlarged to the rear by a frame
portion, as well as a concrete basement level, Situated on a

high bank overlooking Walnut Branch Creek, the original house was
extended down the hill on the west (rear) facade to include two
levels., The lower four rooms are constructed of an early concrete
unique to Seguin at this time and support the rear walls of the
original log portion. In addition, frame rooms enlarged the first
floor and the whole upper portion was sheathed in clapboard siding.
The dog run was enclosed and a full attached gallery extended across
the main (east) facade. '

The house is an unusual residential application of the concrete (also
called limecrete and Parkscrete) discovered by the chemist, Dr., Robert
Park, who lived in Seguin between 1840 and 1860, The concrete,

used in a number of private residences, as well as some public and
commercial buildings in Seguin during this mid-19th century period,
consisted of gravel and lime found in an abundant natural aggregate
form, deposited along the Guadulupe River in the city, and pul-
verized by adding burned lime and water to make a workable slurry.
This mixture was then poured between form boards to harden and

raised about a foot at a time, (For further details, see the

Joseph F, Johnson House in Seguin, listed on the National Register.)

Details added to the house in the 1850's reflect the Greek Revival
period. The symmetrical five-~bay facade is sheltered by a gallery
now supported on six square columns with molded caps. Enclosing
the central hall are large double doors surrounded by four-light,
rectangular sidelights and a large square-pane, four-light transom.
Flanking the entrance are four, four-over-four light windows,
crowned by a hood mold., A hipped roof shelters the entire
structure, An early photograph indicates that the house had at one
time a standing seam tin roof, which has now been replaced with
composition shingles. In addition, the current square gallery
columns replace earlier slender, Victorian turned posts with
decorative brackets.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Robert Hall House is one of Seguin's most important historical

landmarks.

The original log portion of the house was built by

one of the town's founders, Captain Robert Hall, an early Texas
pioneer and patriot, and remains the oldest house built after the

city was established.

The town was founded by several shareholders,

all members of Mathew Caldwell's company of Gonzales Rangers.

The townsite, then known as Walnut Springs, was surveyed in 1838 by
Ben McCulloch and the name changed to Seguin in 1839 to honor Juan
N. Seguin, who fought with the Texas Army at the battle of San

Jacinto.

As one of the founders and original shareholders, Robert

Hall built the first house, a 16x18' log cabin, as specified in
the shareholders' agreement.

Born in South Carolina in 1814, Robert Hall later moved to Tennessee
with his family.

Hall apparently came to Texas in 1836 to enlist
with the Texas Army during the Texas Revolution..
the Texas Ranger company serving with Ben McCulloch.

He later joined

In 1838 Hall

and three other Rangers secured the land and laid out the town

of Seguin.

later as part of the 32nd cavalry.

Hall served for three years with the Confederacy and

The concrete used for the lower portion of the house has archi-
tectural significance as an excellent example of the early concrete
The formula, developed by Dr, Richard Park,

building in Texas.

a chemist living in Seguin between 1840-1860, was developed from
the readily available natural materials---gravel and lime---

deposited in abundance along the Guadalupe River,

Of as many as

ninety concrete residences, commercial and public buildings built
during this period in Seguin, only about 25 remain today.
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