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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Peck House, facing the town of Goliad from a hilltop, is an early Texas Greek 
Revival style building. It is now a 24' x 18' rectangular two-story dwelling with a 
basement, and is constructed of limestone covered with stucco. Quoins are etched 
into the stucco. The interior has a central hall plan with four rooms per floor. 

The main facade has three bays. The central bay has a two-story pedimented portico. 
Two large stone Doric columns support the pediment. Doors on both stories of 
this portico have side lights and transoms. The two outer bays did have 6/6 windows 
on each floor, but the original windows have been replaced by 2/2 lights plus 
paneling i n f i l l around them. 

The west facade has a 2/2 window and a single door with a transom. Another small 
square window is just north of the door. On the second floor there is another 2/2 
window but the northernmost window has 6/6 lights. The east facade has two 2/2 
windows on each floor. 

The back or north facade now has two narrow windows and one small opening on the 
second floor which are irregularly spaced. The first floor has one narrow window 
and two doorways. These doorways once led to an attached dining room and then to 
an older two room wood framed house at the opposite end of the dining room wing. 
The two room house had been built prior to Peck's purchase of the property and was 
his residence while he built the surviving structure. The attics of the dining 
room and small house were used for slaves' sleeping quarters. During the late 
1950's, the dining room and small house were dismantled, since they had fallen 
into extreme disrepair. 

The hipped roof originally featured wooden shingles, but they were replaced by 
tin shingles in the 1940's. Two hexagonal chimneys project from either end of the 
roof. The eaves overhang and are supported by brackets. 

A small rubble stone and plaster kitchen with a large central chimney is located 
to the northwest. Approximately five other outbuildings existed on the property 
near the house. These were used for slave quarters, and have not survived to 
the present. 
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The Peck House is a fine example of early Greek Revival architecture in Texas. It is 
one of the oldest remaining homes in the city of Goliad, one of the five oldest 
municipalities in Texas. Although an older portion of the house no longer exists , 
the central hall plan, symmetrical facade, and stately pedimented portico s t i l l remain. 
The Peck family, which s t i l l maintains the house, has been prominent in the history 
and development of the community. 

Captain Barton Peck was a prominent farmer, ranger, and stockman in Goliad County. 
He was born in Massachusetts, but settled in Indiana as a young man. While there in 
1836, he raised a company of soldiers to assist Texas in its struggle for independence, 
but his company arrived after the war was over. Captain Peck remained in Texas and 
joined the military for eighteen months. He was stationed on the Lavaca River in 
Jackson County where he met his wife, Frances Menefee. They married in 1838. In 1839, 
he returned to the north, and resided there until 1841. That year he returned to 
Texas with two thousand head of cattle and drove them to Goliad, which had been 
advertised as country unequaled for stock raising. Peck and his wife bought a two 
room house in Goliad and lived there while they built the surviving structure. They 
began building in 1842, but did not complete their home until ten years later. I t 
was connected to the two room house by a large dining room. 

Sue Peck, one of Captain Peck's daughters, married John Gus Patton in 1867. Patton 
practised law in Goliad for fifty-five years and served as a county judge for four 
years. He also served in the Confederate Army at age nineteen and was involved in 
the Cart War of 1857. The Pattons resided in the Peck family home. After 1932, 
when the judge died, other family members continued to live there, until 1961. 
Since that date, the house has been vacant, but retains most of its original furnish­
ings. The present owner plans to restore i t and return i t to residential use. 
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P.O.BOX 789 
Goliad, TX 77963 
January 30, 1979 

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology &• H i s t o r i c a l 
Preservation, USD of I n t e r i o r 

Washington, DC 20214-0 

Dear Sirs: 

The F^rtnn Pppk house i n Goliad County, Goliad, Texas, has 
been nominated to be placed on the National Register of 
h i s t o r i c a l homes. 

In the e f f o r t s of our H i s t o r i c a l Commission i n preserving 
our h i s t o r y , t h i s would be a step forward i n the continuation 
of our heritage. 

Any contribution that you are able to make to t h i s project 
would be greatly appreciated by a l l concerned. 

Thank you very much. 

Yours very t r u l y , 

GOTIAD COUNTY LIBRARY 
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January 31, 1979 

Keeper of The National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
U. S. Department of The I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Gent!emen: 

After reading a l i s t of Historical sites nominated for l i s t i n g in the 
National Register of Hist o r i c Places, I was pleased to see the Captain 
Barton Peck house of Goliad, Texas included. 

Captain Barton Peck helped establish the Republic of Texas and in t h i s 
service was given a grant of land on which his home in Goliad was b u i l t . 
The land grant was signed by Mirabou B. Lamar, President of the Republic 
of Texas 1835. 

I am the great, great grandaughter of Captain Peck and the daughter of 
Ben Barton Passmore. 

I wish to cast my vote for the nomination of the Captain Barton Peck 
house in Goliad for l i s t i n g in the National Register of Historic places. 

Shirley Passmore Johnson 
3737 Casa Del Sol 
Da Mas, Texas 75228 
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feet, C% .̂ Ba>^, Uot̂ e. L-2-3-7f 

January 31, 1979 

Keeper of The National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
U. S. Department of The Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Gent Iemen: 

After reading a l i s t of Historical sites nominated for lis t i n g in the 
National Register of Historic Places, I was pleased to see the Captain 
Barton Peck house of Goiiad, Texas included. 

Captain Barton Peck helped establish the Republic of Texas and in this 
service was given a grant of land on which his home in Goliad was bu i l t . 
The land grant was signed by Mirabou B. Lamar, President of the Republic 
of Texas 1835. 

I am the great, great, great grandaughter of Captain Barton Peck, grand­
daughter of Ben Barton Passmore and daughter of Shirley Passmore Johnson. 

Please cast my vote for the nomination of the Captain Barton Peck house 
in Goliad, Texas for li s t i n g in the National Register of Historic Places. 

S i ncerely, 

Nancy Johnson Brooks 
701 Apollo Drive 
Denton, Texas 76201 
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January 31, I 979 

Keeper of The National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
U. S. Department of The Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Gent 1emen: 

After reading a l i s t of Historical sites nominated for li s t i n g in the 
National Register of Historic Places, I was pleased to see the Captain 
Barton Peck house of Goliad, Texas included. 

Captain Barton Peck helped establish the Republic of Texas and in this 
service was given a grant of land on which his home in Goliad was buil t . 
The land grant was signed by Mirabou B. Lamar, President of the Republic 
of Texas 1835. 

I am the great, great, great grandson of Captain Barton Peck, grandson of 
Ben Barton Passmore and sone of Shirley Passmore Johnson. 

Please cast my vote for the nomination of Captain Barton Peck's house in 
Goliad, Texas for li s t i n g in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Barton Johnson 
7!I Apollo Drive 
Denton, Texas 76201 
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January 31, 1979 

Keeper of The National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Gent Iemen: 

After reading a l i s t of Historical sites nominated for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places, I was pleased to see the Captain 
Barton Peck house of Goliad, Texas included. 

Captain Barton Peck helped establish the Republic of Texas and in this 
service was given a grant of land on which his home in Goliad was buil t . 
The land grant was signed by Mirabou B. Lamar, President of the Republic 
of Texas 1835. 

I have this land grant hanging in my home as I am the great-grandson and 
namesake of Captain Peck. 

I therefore wish to cast a vote for the nomination of the above described 
property for li s t i n g in the National Register of Historic Places. 

S i ncereIy, 

Ben Barton Passmore 
7128 Fenton Drive 
Da I las, Texas 75231 

P.S. The Peck family cemetery is in back of the house and is of great 
historical interest. 
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C O U N T Y O F G O L I A D 
GOLIAD, TEXAS 77963 

SI Jaauary 1979 

Natioaal Ragistar, 
Offio« of Aroh«ology aad Historio Praservation, 
U. S. Dapt. of the la tar lor , 
Washiagtoa, D. C. 20240 

Daar S i r s : 
REi Capt. BartoB Paolc Housa 

Gallad, T«xag. 

I do hopa that this fina old heusa w i l l ba addsd to tha National Ragistar. 

I t i s a fina old homa bui l t of nativa stona, two storias, and ovarlooks 

tha San Antonio Rivar Vallay. 

At tha baginning of tha Ifar Batwaan tha Statas ( wa oa l l i t tha C i v i l War ) 

a huga party and danca was hald in this housa • At dawn a l l tha young man 

whila s t i l l drassad in thair dancing sl ippars, roda off to join tha Confeda rata 

amy. 

Raspactf»:^rly, 

Wamar T. Danham J . P. 
Precinct 2 
Goliad Co. 
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/ • 
Bob Smylie 
Pat Boyle 
John Barber III 
Don Weedon, Jr. 
Wally Pryor 

TEXAS 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 

BIRTHDAY PARTY 
P. O. BOX 14036 

AUSTIN , TEXAS 78761 

February 1, 1979 

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeological and H i s t o r i c a l Research 
U. S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Sir: 

Please add my name i n support of the nomination of the Ca£tain_̂ art£ii,_£aclc 
house,in Goliad, Texas, for l i s t i n g as a H i s t o r i c a l Site i n the National 
Register of H i s t o r i c a l Places. 

I believe t h i s house and the Peck family cemetery on the grounds are places 
of genuine h i s t o r i c a l interest which should be preserved. 

Yours very t r u l y . 

Jackie Smylie 
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MEMORIAL & GENEOLOGICAL RECORD OF SOUTHWEST TEXAS 

Chicago, Goodspeed Press, 1894, p. 253 

Frances 0., now the Widow Peck. William (Menefee) resides with Mrs. Peck 

in the fine old rock home erected by Mr. Peck many years ago. The house is 

located on the highest ground in Goliad, i n an oak grove which gives shade 

from the sun in summer, and protects from such winter winds as v i s i t this 

sunny jfand. I t Is a beautiful spot. Both these worthy people have seen the 

country grow from a wilderness infested by h o s t i l e Indians to a region of 

peace and plenty, and no worthier people have l i v e d i n the county. Mrs. 

Peck is surrounded by many des^ndents, children and grandchildren, who are 

a comfort and a blessing to her in her declining years. Mr. Menefee, . . . 

hale and hearty, a hero of two wars, is more active than many a younger man 

today. 





ALAMO 
CONSTRUCTORS, INC. 

5 2 0 4 R A N C H R O A D 2222 

A U S T I N . T E X A S 78731 - 512/458-2221 

February 1, 1979 

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeological and H i s t o r i c a l Research 
U. S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Sir: 

I should l i k e to support the nomination of the Captain Barton Peck 
house i n Goliad, Texas, for l i s t i n g as a H i s t o r i c a l Site i n the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

Captain Peck, my great great grandfather, b u i l t t h i s house at a time 
when almost a l l other r e s i d e n t i a l housing i n Texas consisted of log cabins, 
The house and i t s grounds, including the family cemetery, should be of 
considerable h i s t o r i c a l interest as r e l i c s of the early days of Texas. 

Sincerely, 

iarper S. Smy 
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R O B E R T P. S M Y L I E 
C E R T I F I E D P U B L I C A C C O U N T A N T 

S Z O ^ R A N C H R O A D 2 2 2 2 

A U S T I N , T E X A S 7 8 7 3 1 

512 / t s a 2221 

February 1, 1979 

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeological and H i s t o r i c a l Research 
U. S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Sir: 

Please l i s t me as a supporter of the nomination of the Captain Barton 
Peck house, Goliad, Texas, as a H i s t o r i c a l Site to be l i s t e d i n the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

I t has always been the family's hope that t h i s unique h i s t o r i c a l home 
could be preserved. 

An account of the house from the book Early Texas Homes i s enclosed. 

Sincerely, 

Robert P. Smylie 
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DOROTHY KENDALL BRACKEN 
and 

M A U R I N E W H O R T O N R E D W A Y 

SOUTHERN METHODIST U N I V E R S I T Y PRESS • DALLAS 



G O L I A D 

William H. Boyd House 203 west Market 

Captain Barton Peck House on Highv,^y 59 

THE NAME OF GOLIAD, the town in whose life the 
Boyd house now takes a vital part by housing the 
public library, rings heroically in Texas history. 
"Remember the Alamo! Remember Goliad!" was 
the cry with which the Texans charged at the Bat­
tle of San Jacinto. It was a call for vengeance for 
the massacre of Paim Sunday, March 27, 1836, 
in which the Mexicans murdered more than three 
hundred Texan prisoners at the presidio at Goliad. 

Some twenty years after the massacre, during 
the early statehood of Texas, the Boyd house was 
built. In 1846-47 a stonemason and contractor 
named McHugh reputedly did much building in 
the area, where hard limestone was quarried. With 
this and other native materials McHugh built the 
two-story Boyd house, one of the oldest homes in 
Goliad. The limestone walls were fifteen inches 
thick. Pine lumber was used throughout, and the 
beams were unusually heavy by today's standards. 
Repairs to the ground floor have revealed substan­
tial random flooring. Originally, an outside stair­
way led to a second-floor opening in the middle of 
the south wall. 

Before 1863, the building was used as a drug­
store and as a print shop. Then William H. Boyd 
rented the place, which he later bought, to accom­
modate his large family. An inside stairway and 
several partitions were erected to make living 
quarters consisting of four bedrooms on the sec­
ond floor and a living room and parlor on the 
ground floor. The house was heated by a single 
huge fireplace on each floor. The kitchen, dining 
room, and cistern gallery were set apart. 

Boyd first bought the property at public auction 
during the Civil War, when the former owner, 
David Taylor, was declared an "enemy alien" and 
his holdings were confiscated for the benefit of 
Confederate fi nancing. After the war, in 1867, 
Taylor claimed and recovered the property. Boyd 
then paid for it again and secured a second deed. 

Members of the Boyd family lived in the old 
home until 1945. Then a granddaughter, Suella 

Boyd Starr, sold the place to Mrs. Ida Parks Hug­
gins to be used as a library, a memorial to her 
pioneer parents, Mr. and Mrs. Sol Parks. Mrs. 
Huggins presented the property to Goliad County, 
and since that time the Parks Memorial Library 
has proved its great value to the town of Goliad. 

JUST TOO LATE to join Texas' fight for freedom, 
for which he had raised a volunteer regiment in 
Indiana, Captain Barton Peck arrived in Texas in 
1836 and found that this was the place where he 
wanted to make his home. He met and married a 
native Texan, Frances O. Menefee, and in 1842 
he built his house on a hill west of Goliad. 

The two-story dwelling, constructed of native 
stone and stucco, has tall columns supporting an 
entrance porch and its balcony and protecting the 
imposing doorways. The central halls for the 
lower and upper levels, lighted by decorative 
panes above the front doors, provide access to 
spacious rooms. The substantial home has needed 
few changes and only minor repairs. 

Among the interesting furnishings is a rose­
wood desk made from a square piano which was 
the property of Captain Peck. A secretary which 
once belonged to a state senator is still in constant 
use. Tall canopied beds, large wardrobes, and the 
inevitable washstands make up the essentially 
Texas Colonial bedroom furnishings. 

The house has always belonged to members of 
the Peck family. Sue Peck, daughter of Captain 
Barton Peck, married Judge J. Guy Patton in 
1867. The Pattons bought the interests of the 
other heirs. When the elder Pattons died, the old 
Peck home became the property of their daughter, 
Mrs. John Von Dohlen, who now resides there 
with her family. 

The Boyd house is open to visitors daily from 
3 p.m. to 5 p.m.; the Peck house jrom 3 p.m. to 
4 p.m. 

134 — 
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February 2, 1979 

Dr. W i l l i a m J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r 
H e r i t a g e C o n s e r v a t i o n & 

R e c r e a t i o n S e r v i c e 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Pension B u i l d i n g , 440 G S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20243 (ATTN: NOM) 

Dear Dr. Murtagh, 

I understand t he C a p t a i n B a r t o n Peck house i n 
G o l i a d , Texas, owne5^by Mr. John C. von Dohlen, J r . , 
of 12207 A t w e l l , Houston, Texas, has been nominated 
t o the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places. 

This o l d house i s a f i n e example of e a r l y Greek 
R e v i v a l a r c h i t e c t u r e . I s t r o n g l y recommend t h a t t h i s 
house be accepted t o the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r t o p r e s e r v e 
our h e r i t a g e f o r f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

i t h l e e n 
10510 Adamsborough 
Houston, Texas 77099 
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February i ; , 19Y9 

1U259 South Gessner 
Houston, Texas 7Yuyi 

u r . W i l l i a m j . wurtagh 
jveeper or the JNationai Keg i s t e r 
i i e r i t a g e Gonservat ion ana rtecreation se rv ice 
Department or tJie i n t e r i o r 
rens lon b u i l a i n g 
4i|.u u S t r e e t JN.W. 
Washington, U.G. 2U2i4.3 

Dear ur. nurtagn: 

The uaptain barton t^eck Mouse i n uoiiaa, Texas, has been 
recoinmenaeci ror l i s t i n g i n the national negister. i urge 
you to accept i t s recommendation. 

The nouse, presently owned by john G. Von Dohien, j r . , oi 
122U7 Atwell, Houston, Texas, i s an outstanding example 
or Lrreek wevivai architecture and has been owned and tended 
by the same raraily since i t was b u i l t In iCJij.^. The house 
is c e r t a i n l y worthy or restoration and preservation, and 
members or the Von uohlen ramiiy are w i l l i n g and able to 
see that I t i s properly maintained. 

Thank you ror considering the Jfectc House. i hope that you 
w i l l soon give i t the l i s t i n g i t deserves. 

sincerely, 

tsarbara W. Goyner 

Member Harris Gounty Heritage Society 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered FEB 2 3 1979 

Ncune Location 

Peck, Capt. Barton, House Goliad vicinity 
Goliad Coxmty 

Also Notified 

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen 
Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable Abrahaa Kasen, Jr. 

Byers/bjr 3/2/79 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latiaer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Connission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401, 
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Peck, Capt. Barton, House 

W of Goliad at H i l l Ave. and Post Oak St. 
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