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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The pr i n c i p a l s t y l i s t i c influence evidenced i n the plan and overall design 
of the Teague depot i s that of Spanish architecture. Like other depots of 
i t s era and region such as those at San Antonio and Austin, the design i s 
a regional restatement of Renaissance r e v i v a l . 

The structure i s two stories i n height, with i t s long axis running north-
south p a r a l l e l i n g the rail r o a d tracks which are on the west side. Cross­
ing at r i g h t angles to the spaces comprising the bulk of the building are two 
wings arranged so as to form minor cross axes. In the spaces comprising 
and adjoining the north minor axis, the crossing i s an octagonal rotunda 
which was the main t i c k e t i n g area; the "transepts" and "chancel" were 
waiting rooms. In the o r i g i n a l plan the three waiting rooms were desig­
nated for "Ladies" (west), "Gents" (no r t h ) , and "Colored" (east). Con­
necting these rooms to the rotunda are wide, open-arched doorways. On 
the south side of the rotunda was the t i c k e t window, which opened i n t o 
the t i c k e t o f f i c e . Continuing through the building i n a southerly direc­
t i o n , beyond the t i c k e t o f f i c e was the baggage room, followed by the south 
minor axis. In t h i s minor axis the crossing and transepts form one con­
tinuous east-west rectangular space which was the dining h a l l . South of 
th i s area, i n the "narthex", was the kitchen. Situated on the east and 
west sides of the building, there are porticos with arcades, centered 
di s t y l e i r i antis between the two minor projecting wings or transepts. 

At the inside corners of the north end of the depot are placed two por-
ticoed entrances with open arches. Each of these entrances lead by way 
of arched doorways into vestibules through each of which, passengers 
could enter two of the waiting rooms and the rotunda. The round arches 
i n these porticos match the arches i n the central arcades i n shape and i n the 
decorative brickwork i n the surround of each arch. The northeast entry 
portico i s prostyle, forming a balcony for the second storey corner room 
above i t . The northeast entry portico appears prostyle i n plan, but ex­
tends upwards into a tower capped by a sguare cupola, the dominant ele­
ment i n the building. 

The second f l o o r was used for o f f i c e s , access by an enclosed stairway 
leading up from a door of f the central portico on the west side. The 
stairway i s a dog-leg consisting of 2 f l i g h t s , broken by a landing. There 
are wooden handrails along each f l i g h t and a wooden newel at the second 
fl o o r l e v e l . 

In addition to centralized i n t e r i o r spaces arranged symmetrically along 
axes, Spanish influence i s also present e x t e r i o r l y i n the tile-covered 
hipped roof, wide eaves, and the central arcades. The roofing t i l e s are 
not i n the standard round-topped Spanish s t y l e , however, but are closer 
to a French s t y l e , consisting of wide, f l a t slabs, with two f l a t ridges 
and two f l a t grooves each, the ridges flat-topped and bevel-edged rather 
than rounded. The large t i l e s on the hips are the round-topped Spanish 
style with ornamental knobs protruding from the exposed ends of each t i l e . 

The building i s brick bearing wall construction, buff bricks trimmed with 
contrasting bands of horizontal red brick. Arches are emphasized with red 
brick pattern work. A red-brick chimney projects from the south, second 
storey slope of the roof. The bricks are pressed brick, manufactured 
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The land the depot occupies is owned by: 

F o r t Wor th and Denver Rai lway Company^ 
F o r t Wor th Club BIdg. 
306 W. 7th St. 
F o r t Wor th , Texas 76102 

The Railway Company has leased the land to the Ci ty of Teague, which owns 
the bui ld ing i t se l f out r ight : 

Ci ty of Teague 
Ci ty H a l l 
Teague, Texas 75860 
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i n Elgin. The red roofing t i l e s were made to order f o r t h i s building, 
but t h e i r o r i g i n i s unknown. 

The exterior architectural treatment r e f l e c t s simple masonry building 
techniques common to the early twentieth century. The buff bricks are 
l a i d e n t i r e l y i n stretcher courses, while the red brick foundation and 
horizontal bands have some header courses. 

Except for the second storey tower and balcony windows, which are one 
over one with a transom, windows are double-hung, nine l i g h t sashes over 
one l i g h t sashes. Window heads are f l a t i n the upper storey, though seg­
mental arches occur above window heads on the f i r s t f l o o r . The dominant 
fenestration i s t r i n i t a r y , with a group of three f i r s t f l o o r windows 
echoed by three windows above them i n the second storey. In the second 
storey t r i a d s located i n the east and west elevations of the projecting 
wings, the central element i s a blind window, bricked i n . 

There i s a basement beneath the building which was o r i g i n a l l y a boiler 
room, but i s not now i n use. 

The i n t e r i o r of the building was plain with plastered walls, concrete 
f l o o r downstairs and wood f l o o r upstairs. Wost of the o r i g i n a l drop 
l i g h t i n g f i x t u r e s were double-globed chandeliers, with a few single-
globed ones. The globes i n a l l these f i x t u r e s are round whited glass, 
topped by shades. A l l o r i g i n a l l i g h t i n g f i x t u r e s are in^ s i t u . 

The i n t e r i o r s have remained substantially unchanged since construction. 
Walls were replastered and repainted when the museum took over i n 1970. 
Some of the wood fl o o r s have been refinished by sanding and varnishing, 
while some have been carpeted over and some painted. Some upstairs rooms 
have been sheetrocked. 

Heavy wire screens have been i n s t a l l e d i n some windows, both upstairs 
and down, for vandalproofing purposes. 

The major struc t u r a l changes from the o r i g i n a l design have occurred i n 
the east portico. A l l of the three outer arches have been closed i n , one 
with brick, two with wood. The north arch of these three i s bricked i n , 
the new wall perforated by a window. This addition along with a p a r t i t i o n 
wall running east-west across the portico have made a separate room out of 
the north end of the portico. This room was present when the ra i l r o a d sold 
the building to the c i t y , and so could have been done any time between 1907 
and 1966, when the building was vacated. 

The other two arches were walled i n with wood to house expanding museum 
exhibits since 1970. These have no windows, but i n the south opening there 
are huge wooden double doors rather than a wall. 

Outdoors, alongside the northwest corner of the building i s exhibited a 
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Baldwin ("Big Wike") rail r o a d engine and coal car. On the south i s 
located a 125-year-old log cabin, moved and r e b u i l t here as a 1976 
Bicentennial project. I t was o r i g i n a l l y near the Freestone County 
community of Dew. I t i s roofed with handhewn shingles, has a fieldstone 
fireplace and chimney, dovetailed corners, and i s furnished with period 
f u r n i t u r e . 

There i s a large parking area on the north of the museum, o r i g i n a l l y used 
by personnel and customers of the ra i l r o a d . 

The entire museum s i t e , exclusive of parking l o t but including the engine 
and log cabin i s enclosed by a high cyclone fence topped with barbed wire, 
a safety measure required by the ra i l r o a d company upon leasing the land to 
Teague. 

A l l of the o r i g i n a l furnishings acquired during the rai l r o a d years were 
turned over to Teague along with the building i n 1969. The waiting room 
benches have been restored, and they, along with a l l other o r i g i n a l f u r ­
nishings are i n use today, i n keeping with the museum's railroad theme. 

Future renovation plans include replacement of wood i n eaves and other 
leak-proofing work, and replastering and repainting the walls. The base­
ment catches water, causing excessive moisture i n the building. Despite 
constant use of a pump to expell water from the basement, residual moisture 
accelerates decomposition of the plaster and paint throughout the building, 
necessitating more frequent renewal than has been f i n a n c i a l l y possible. 
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Jake Wattinger, Austin, Contractors. 

The T r i n i t y and Brazos Valley Railroad Depot and Office Building has been since 
i t s construction one of the most notable buildings i n Teague. The structure, 
strongly influenced by Spanish/Renaissance revival architecture, was one of 
the f i r s t brick buildings i n Teague, and the company which buiB" i t has had 
a profound influence on the l i f e and development of the c i t y . Tne Teague 
depot was the main passenger stop between Waxahachie and Houston on the Valley 
Road (as the T4BV came to be ca l l e d ) , and Teague was the principal one of 
sixteen townsites which was promoted and developed for settlement as a direct 
result of the coming of the Valley Road. 

This building housed the main of f i c e s f o r the T&BV Railroad, which had come 
through Teague, then named Brewer, i n 1906. I t design and d u r a b i l i t y indicate 
the confidence with which the new company began i t s operations and the impor­
tance which the ra i l r o a d company once placed on i t s passenger business. The 
town incorporated as the City of Teague i n 1907, months a f t e r completion of 
the depot. The name "Teague" was a family name of Benjamin F. Yoakum, an 
o f f i c i a l of the T4BV and a native Texan with f a m i l i a l t i e s i n Freestone County. 
Yoakum, two other Texas investors, and Col. Edward PH. House, advisor to 
Woodrow Wilson, had founded the T4BV i n 1902. At i t s completion the road 
formed a new connection from Ft. Worth through Dallas to Houston and Galveston. 
Teague was the di v i s i o n point where the branch l i n e from Cleburne and mexia 
joined the main north-south l i n e from Ft. Worth. 

The Valley Road has been a main artery connecting north and central Texas 
cotton producers and grain storage areas with the Gulf, a function which 
once gave rise to the nickname "B o l l Weevil Railway." The building of t h i s 
railway p a r t i a l l y coincides with the building of the Panama Canal, which 
was begun i n 1907 after years of planning, and completed i n 1914, stimulating 
commercial interests i n Texas and the South with prime access to new world 
markets. The Valley Road, l a t e r owned by the Ft.Worth and Denver, and the 
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railways, has been during most i f i t s 
existence a part of the national system of the Burlington and Rock Island 
l i n e s . The T&BV introduced diesel passenger streamliners to Texas, and the 
company has always been the pri n c i p a l employer i n Teague. 

The Teague depot served passengers for 59 years, from 1907 u n t i l 1966 when 
passenger service was discontinued. Two years l a t e r , i n 1968, the railroad 
offices were moved. In 1969 the depot was sold to the City of Teague and i n 
1970 became the Burlington and Rock Island Railroad museum. 
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Texas railroading i s the main theme of the museum, which includes i n i t s 
exhibits a railroad engine and several rooms of h i s t o r i c a l items and memora­
b i l i a connected with the r a i l r o a d . The entire f i l e s of the T&BV Railroad 
Company are housed here. Exhibits have now been extended to include other 
items of h i s t o r i c a l and general interest including a log cabin, a C o t t r e l l 
newspaper p r i n t i n g press, motor cars, and displays concarning Early Texas 
and local history. Some former o f f i c e rooms upstairs are now used as meet­
ing h a l l s , exhibition areas, and offic e s by local groups such as armed services 
veterans, the Boy Scouts of America, and the City Art League. 

After some uncertain times at the end of the ra i l r o a d years, the Teague depot 
has been renewed as a place of importance and a source of local pride. 



Form No 10-300a 
IHev 10 74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 10 PAGE 1 

Verbal boundary descr ip t ion : 

The nomLnated proper ty consists of the 52' x 95' bui ld ing only. The land it 
occupies is described as "720 feet in length and 133 feet, 4 inches in width , on 
the west side of Block 108, Ci ty of Teague, County of Freestone, State of Texas, 
between E l m and Oak Streets, border ing Lots 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20. " 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered 2 1 1979 

Name 

Galveston Orphans Home 

Trinity and Brazos Valley Railroad Depot 
and Office Building 

Location 

Galveston 
Galveston County 

Teague 
Freestone County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen 

Honorable John G, Tower State Historic Preservation Officer 
Honorable Jack Brooks Mr. Truett Latimer 
Honorable Charles Wilson Executive Director 

Texas State Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Byers/bjr 3/23/79 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 

^NR 
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^archi tec tura l style(s): ^architect : ^ m a s t e r builder: l^ennfineer: 

^landscape architect / garden designer: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: ^ artist: p a r t i s a n : ^builder/oontraotor: 

I N A M E S give role & date 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

I NATIONAL R E G I S T E R W R I T E - U P 

- d » t e _ I IF A D D I T I O N A L SPACE N E E D E D , N U M B E R i . P U T O N R E V E R S E I 



Burlington - Rock Island Railroad Museum 
nickname: B p l l \^eeyll Railway, Turnip and Bean Vine Railway 


