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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Housed within an industrial complex conveniently sited on the Southern Pacific railroad 
line in Schulenburg, the Schulenburg Cotton Compress exists today, virtually intact since 
its operating days. In 1886 the Schulenburg Compress Company negotiated the purchase of 
an early Morse model Cotton Press constructed by the Scott Foundry at Reading, Pennsyl­
vania. Patented on May 28, 1878 (# 204,240), the Morse model, weighing approximately 
350 tons, was equipped with a ninety inch cylinder which produced nearly 2000 tons of 
pressure, standard density, with power produced by steam from a coal boiler. The steam 
compress was approximately sixty feet high and its operation required a minimum of twen­
ty-two laborers in two operating shifts. Standard gin bales had a density of ten to 
twelve pounds per cubic foot and measured fifty-six inches in,length, twenty-eight inches 
in width, and forty-five inches in thickness while standard density compressed bales had 
a density of twenty-two and one half pounds per cubic foot and measured fifty-six, by 
thirty-one, by twenty-two inches. 

In 1929 the compress was altered to a high density press. Visibly, the alteration con­
sisted of four small, hand-forged metal arms attached to the exterior for additional sup­
port; however, the pressure produced by the high density compression measured 15,000 
pounds. High density bales measured fifty-seven, by twenty-two, by twenty-one inches, 
with a density of thirty-two pounds per cubic foot. 

The compress was housed in a large, utilitarian structure which reflects its function 
through materials and massing. Utilizing wooden structural members sheathed in corrug­
ated metal, the form reflects the verticality of the compress. The structure is not in­
cluded as a part of the nomination; however, any alterations or removal of i t should be 
considered insignificant only i f the compress is not affected adversely by such action. 
Although the press ceased to function in 1968, i t exists today in excellent condition, 
requiring only minor repairs to return i t to operation. - " 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Schulenburg Cotton Compress is one of the few remaining 19th century steam cotton com­
presses in the southwestern United States. One of the earlier Morse models, patented on 
May 28, 1878, the Schulenburg Compress was important to both the national cotton industry 
and the local economy. From this early prototype, other compresses were evolved which 
offered increased compression with a decrease in the size of the machinery. Located in a 
fertile farming region with a constant supply of water, Schulenburg, like many Texas com­
munities, developed an economy in which cotton played a lead role. A 19th century Texas 
law maintained that all cotton shipped from Texas ports must first be compressed. Linked 
to the coast by the Southern Pacific Railroad, Schulenburg became a compression center for 
cotton grown in west Texas. In addition, the nation's first cottonseed crushing plant was 
engineered in Schulenburg followed by the development of a process of refining cottonseed 
oil. In 1883 the Schulenburg Oil Mill was established where flour, claimed to have five 
times the nutritive value of wheat flour, was manufactured from cottonseed by the Baum-
garten Process. Thus the economic growth and stability of Schulenburg was integrally rel­
ated to cotton, brought into the town for processing or compression prior to exportation. 

On August 7, 1886, the newly incorporated Schulenburg Compress Company negotiated with S. 
B. Steers of New Orleans for the purchase of a slightly-used Morse Cptton-Press. The two 
parties reached an agreement in which Steers received a total of $27,000 in exchange for 
the press, paid in installments of $8,000 in cash, $16,500 in two promissory notes, and 
one half of the capital stock of the Schulenburg Compress Company. Having purchased the 
press, the company then bought a parcel of land in Schulenburg from Thomas Wentworth Pierce 
a relative of President Franklin Pierce. Next, a structure was erected to house the mach­
inery and serve as a warehouse on the property, which was adjacent to the railroad tracks. 
The facility allowed for eighteen boxcars (nine on two tracks) to be utilized, providing 
a continuous cycle of loading and unloading cotton. 

On August 3, 1926, the Schulenburg Compress Company was auctioned for $4,500 to diminish 
its debt. Dr. I.E. Clark, president of the company, purchased i t and hired F.O. Brown 
to manage i t . In 1927, Brown and an associate purchased the company for $16,000. The 
press was transformed from standard density to high density operation in 1929 and contin­
ued to function in that capacity until 1951 when the cylinder blew off with such pressure 
that i t passed through the roof of the structure. The cylinder of the press was repaired 
immediately and the press continued to operate until 1968. Recently, present owners. Rig-
master Incorporated began dismantling boilers of the compress. However, due to an unfeas­
ible dismantling bid, the action was halted, leaving the press virtually intact. 

From an engineering perspective, the mere existence of the press is significant. Func­
tioning for over eighty years, the press stands today in good condition, capable of oper­
ating with only minor repairs. The Schulenburg Press is one of the few existing in such 
good condition. Additionally, the press reflects the major role that cotton played in the 
Schulengurg community. 
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