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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Clendenen-Carleton House, b u i l t c. 1888, i s of pa r t i c u l a r 

i n t e r e s t f o r i t s arrangement of highly decorative and gabled f i r s t 
and second f l o o r porches and g a l l e r i e s on i t s east, south and north 
elevations. Eastlake and Stick style a r c h i t e c t u r a l elements and 
external embellishment have endowed the two-story assymetrical res­
idence with a multifaceted q u a l i t y , a t r a i t common to Victorian 
homes of the late 19th Century b u i l t i n t h i s l i v e l y vernacular s t y l e . 
Gable ends, brackets, f r e t work, spindle work, ballusters, columns 
and posts have a l l equally been given an ornate and imaginative 
treatment on t h i s otherwise simple frame structure, surfaced with 
horizontal cypress siding and fishscale shingling. 

The entire house, with the exception of the f l a t - r o o f e d k i t ­
chen, i s covered by a roof consisting p r i n c i p a l l y of two large 
gabled roofs intersecting one another at r i g h t angles. Intersecting 
these are two additional gables. 

The focal point of the Clendenen-Carleton House i s i t s east 
facade, highlighted by the ornate two-level porch u n i t . The f i r s t 
f l o o r porch i s covered by a shed type roof, a s t r u c t u r a l feature 
repeated on the upper window, and surmounted by a smaller extremely 
gabled porch. Projecting over the main porch, i s an additional bracket 
and pendant supported smaller gable. 

Incorporating the same s t r u c t u r a l and decorative elements of 
the east porch plan are two g a l l e r i e s atop bay windows. 

The s t r u c t u r a l lathe-turned ballusters, columns and posts, as 
well as the varied spindled, semi-circular, ball-shaped, cut out 
and shingled embellishment of these porches and ga l l e r i e s can be 
seen i n d e t a i l i n the accompanying photographs. P a r t i c u l a r l y eye 
catching are the elaborate gable ends with t h e i r king posts and 
c o l l a r t i e s . 

The o r i g i n a l physical appearance of the house has been retained 
with the exception of two additions b u i l t i n 1914, a kitchen and 
back porch on the west end, and the upper and lower sunporches on 
the south elevation. 

Beyond the f r o n t door, paned i n clear and ruby glass with s c r o l l 
work embellishment, i s the central h a l l . To the north of the h a l l 
are the parlour, dining room, butler's pantry and kitchen. To the 
south of i t are located the music solarium and the lower sunporch. 
Adjoining t h i s sunporch on the west side are a large bath and bed­
room. 

To the rear of the central h a l l i s the staircase leading to 
the second f l o o r ' s f i v e bedrooms, bath and screened sunporch, also 
used as a bedroom. The staircase, with i t s massive newell post, 
milled hand r a i l and turned ballu s t e r s , was moved from the fr o n t 
of the h a l l to i t s present location i n 1914, Topping i t i s a Tiffany-
type lamp, replacing the o r i g i n a l newell post f i n i a l . 

E l e c t r i c i t y was introduced to the house at a l a t e r date than 
i t s o r i g i n a l construction. The l i g h t i n g f i x t u r e s i n the home r e f l e c t 
the 1915-1925 period including several b e a u t i f u l l y preserved brass 
hanging lamps i n the entry h a l l , solarium and parlour. 
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Much of the i n t e r i o r has retained i t s o r i g i n a l appearance 
although several doors have been replaced. The o r i g i n a l mantles 
i n the parlour and solarium have also been replaced with brick 
mantles. 

Other i n t e r i o r features include oak ground f l o o r s , pine second 
f l o o r s and wall coverings of paper on canvass over shiplap. 

The entire structure rests on a pier-and-beam foundation. 
The piers are bois d'arc "blocks", t y p i c a l of almost a l l early 
dwellings i n t h i s part of Texas. 

There are two out buildings on the property, both of which 
are i n an advanced state of disrepair and dete r i o r a t i o n . One i s 
a small, shingle car garage of frame construction, and the other 
i s a small shed of box construction. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

U t i l i z i n g elements of the Eastlake and Stick architecural 
styles, the Clendenen-Carleton House i s a fin e example of the 
vernacular Victorian residences b u i l t by prosperous merchants 
and professional men i n North Texas during the l a s t quarter of 
the 19th Century. I t s north, south and, p a r t i c u l a r l y , i t s east 
facade display the elaborate and imaginative s t r u c t u r a l and 
ornamental features that made t h i s building mode such a popular 
one at the time. 

Adding an authentic touch to the o r i g i n a l f e e l i n g of the 
property i s the boldly i n i t i a l e d stone carriage block of the 
home's builder, Albert Joseph Clendenen. I t i s the only one known 
to remain i n Bonham and one of the only two i n Fannin County. 

The structure has retained v i r t u a l l y a l l of i t s o r i g i n a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l features, and should be easily s t a b i l i z e d and re­
stored to i t s o r i g i n a l condition. A l l of the external decorative 
and s t r u c t u r a l elements are i n t a c t or easily duplicated or re­
stored. 

The few additions to the Clendenen-Carleton House (sunporches 
on the south elevation, and the back porch and kitchen to the west 
at the rear) were made s i x t y to seventy-five years ago, u t i l i z i n g 
the same type of materials and construction used i n the o r i g i n a l 
portion of the structure. These additions, rather than detracting 
from, actually add to the significance of the property i n that 
they indicate adaptive uses made to meet current needs at the time 
of modification. 

The two previous owners of the house p r i o r to i t s acquisition 
i n 1976 by Dr, William F, King were Albert Joseph Clendenen, i t s 
builder, and Dr, James C, Carleton, who acquired i t i n 1914. 

L i t t l e i s known of A.J, Clendenen, son of pioneer Bonhsim 
doctor Andrew Clendenen, except that he was i n the ice business, 
possibly operating one of Bonham's f i r s t ice plants. His f i r s t 
wife was of the Castleberry family, and his second was a H a r t f i e l d . 
He died i n Collins County i n 1930. 

The home's second owner was James C. Carleton, a Bonham doctor 
f o r more than 40 years, who recieved h i s t r a i n i n g i n 1893 at the 
Lo u i s v i l l e Medical College. The son of Clark Carleton, he married 
Joanna White and had three children. The Carleton family was a 
soc i a l l y prominant one i n the Bonham community. 

Upon his death i n 1931, h i s widow and daughter May remained 
i n the home, his daughter being the l a s t Carleton to reside there. 

The present owner of the Clendenen-Carleton House, Dr. William 
F, King plans to refurbish i t to i t s 1914 condition. 
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varas a stake, thence South 53 varas a stake, thence East 53 varas 
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