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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Toltec Building is a trapezoidal 5 story buff brick and sandstone free-standing
structure. It exhibits variegated surfaces, broken by Balconies, cornices, brackets,
dentils, hood molds, and indentation of the central bay into an ABA configuration.
Eclectic in design, the Toltec Building features influences from more than one style.
Beaux Arts Classicism appears in the coupled columns and pilasters clustered at the
central entrance, Renaissance Revival influences include the use of arched windows,
brackets, and first floor brickwork resembling heavily rusticated voussoirs, Division
into base, abbreviated shaft, and projecting cornice sections can.be atiributed to
current popularity of the Sullivanesque style. The polychrome tile band over the
entrance is also reminiscent of Sullivan's work,

On the north and south facades, portions " of the first floor arcade have been filled
with brick; others have been converted into commercial space. Second floor openings
have balconies and round-headed transoms of 25 lights, = Below the transoms are complex
paired windows, each with 7 lights over 2 long narrow lights. Elaborate econsoles
support a simple cornice., Third and fouth floor apertures accentuate .the three bay
division, with the contrast between arched and rectangular shapes., Light sandstone
trim in the central bay continues this distinction., A second cornice is supported by
simple brackets, Fifth floor openings are round-arched and trimmed in light sandstone
springing from a sandstone string course interrupted by coupled brick pilasters and
decorative brick arches. Above them is a complex arrangement of geometric terra cotta
decoration, paired modillions, and dentils., These support a heavy final cornice.

Fast and west (the angled wall) facades are one bay wide and continue the fenestration
and detail of the:others,: 1nterrupted only by requlrements of internal structures.

The flat roof is broken by a small structure over the stalrwell Original roof materials
are unknown, and replaoed/covered by rolled roofing, & ToR U B oo

Alterations are prlmarlly 1nter10r, and consist basically of partitions added to existing
rooms, Bricking in the first floor arcade is the only ma jor exterlor change, and does
not damage the building's architectural integrity. .

The present owner is working with the City of E1 Paso in an effort to find a buyer who
will restore the building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The five-story brick and sandstone Toltec Building is a landmark in downtown E1 Paso
with its flamboyant use of eclectic architectural motifs in keeping with the spirit

of the burgeoning young city.

The Toltec Club opened October 14, 1910, The club,

chartered as a social club in 1902 by. the leading citizens of E1 Paso, was designed and
built by the Denver, firm of J. J. Huddart at a cost-of $100,000,
only the social center for local residents, but a headquarters ofr entertaining
visiting dignitaries, such as U.S. Senatorial committees, Presidents Porfirio Diaz
and Francisco Madero of Mexico, President Theodore Roosevelt, and Gen, John J,
Pershing, who was honored at a dinner there on his return from pursuing Pancho Villa

in Mexico in 1916,

Early members and founders of the club included Britton Davis,

The club was not

an Indian fighter

reputed to be the first white man to cross the Sierra Madre from east to west;

A, P, Coles, pioneer realtor; W, W, Turney, prominent attorney, banker, cattleman
and state senator; Henry S, Beach; prominent businessman and importer; Zach T. White,
early gas, electricity, and street car magnate; E1 Paso Times owners Harwood J.
Simmons and Frank Powers; and Charles B, and J, Arthur Eddy, who built the El Paso
Henry Trost, the architect well-known.for his, Prairie
Style buildings in E1 Paso and the Southwest was also an early member, along with

and Northeastern Railroad.

at least two of his clients.

George Hitt, a contractor and city alderman, and Ed Pennebaker, realtor and buiider,
first constructed a three story red brick building on Texas St. in 1902 for the
Toltec Club, with a restaurant on the ground floor and living quarters for bachelor

members and club rooms on the upper floors.

The subsequent five story 1910 building

also had a restaurant on the ground floor and living quarters and club rooms above,
The pink and gold ball room was the scene of frequent formal gatherings., Businessmen
gathered daily in the club rooms at 5 PM where business was conducted as often as

socializing. Activities included baseball games, "smokers",

The club held meetings until 1938,

dinners, and balls,

The present owner, a local realtor, is working closely with city officials in the hope
of selling the Toltec to someone who will restore it as a pilot project for future
restoration efforts in downtown E1 Paso,
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Toltec Building
602 Magoffin Ave,
E1l Paso, El1 Paso County, Texas

Photo courtesy of Bell, Klein, and Hoffman, 1978
Northwest oblique
Photo #1

JAN 15 1979

TOLTEC CLUB
NORTH & WEST ELEVATION
VIEW FROM MAGOFFIN AVE.
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Toltec Building

602 Magoffin Ave,
El Paso, El Paso County, Texas

Photo coutesy of Bell, Klein, and Hoffman, 1978
South facade
Photo #2

TOLTEC CLUB
SOUTH ELEVATION
SAN ANTONIO AVE.
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Photo courtesy of Bell, Klein, and Hoffman, 1978
Southwest oblique
Photo #3



/ozbbag /gl
= INE = RE Ny

o0IIse

) EL PASO QUADRANGLE %,

e UNITED STATES UNITED STATES «, TEXAS_EL PASO CO. ey
5 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ; - DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) KA
< GEOLOGICAL SURVEY CORPS OF ENGINEERS SW/4 FORT BLISS 15’ QUADRANGLE N

106°30 WL 106°22'30"
M 359000m.E, 360 361 27'30" | 1363 (NORTH FRANKLIN MOUNTAIN) |365 NEWMAN 12 mi.  2D" 367 120 000 FEET | 1369 31°52'30"
31°52'30 (@ \ / X) £ /w T T T 00 e~ P o . B 2V : TN K J,) \\ i I <
0 \’O 1 U = -} 7300 i/ W S | ( 5 1 Y >N - = \
(S 25 . / 3 i e A — = = )
S ) 0\2 ) e ) RN2000 ] 1 ESERYATT ( Ny (w27
- - > ?\ — A { = Y £
3527ooom.u‘i @\ : = 2 = O B ‘_?T O./{\,
> S\ Ny ™ wer
\ é\\ 4 > D w\/ ’\ \‘O .
\ < 4G 5 d S 8 )
{ Cﬁ i q ) ) T \ = 12 D,
W\ se de ' ’ <
=- AR e N 1 .c._\/g
- N
6502°)% S = sl .
<\ 5 &0 S . T-g)ﬁ
-9 0——/\
y [

13525

2
i
v A /// ) w0 I o o
N /MILI;I‘ARY /////////,»’ RES
/.,’ ~
[ / 497 ot
|I / /. ////./’;”\ /{\r
Alle 18! [ ° — /ﬁ,;/ :/i {J} f\\ I
a0 P s [ - o
! il Y P/ et i S‘S
EHHE IR e/ 778 L i
e allaals e s Y7/ a
7/ /// ==
:Il L LN/ ] B/M ° :
i 15222 Y /L f @ |
; = oA o T 23
3’ .
| By |
Vs /,’ = 1
Wl (ool chde |1 !
i (LS Lopfee = :
i TR >
I:" g N X2 ‘Ig £.3856 {
1= by ¢ P &% /
A &, i ¢
N 8
) i o
2 | 3522

= D \ N ; - - .:-
o s A e : 81l
7 /( k\ /(« 2 J ‘ 3j = 4 & ! === | - weaunusl i '_—_r K0 - 1T | = ||§ / y
9 (JL\ Ky = ' d : T . T ! & Milam/Sech | ;A
« A it 34 : : =2 i i i S > * UNDARY o
« & = e > 3l ; e gl e I8 Naﬁona-l | : \ gﬁILI ARY % D 'RE_SiL‘RSIATION \ BOU.
\ ' 5) 1 vard = LV | s A R==== f B
: > - - \CH#TY ;o 3914 % -
a) & 3 F ; /ﬁ) : A ia x i
{/ i \ N\ ) ) it = // 1
3521 X \ Q/A ) / |
\ )
( (§ N
\
" R =
S
2 i NS ST W ) 2"”
e =~ &‘\ ) N\ / 02
~x 57@ ‘ ) _ 32
~ W & < 05864 / i Y meM —| =30 ans
3: ¢ N N& (@ : \:.Rs E:.guuu = "E
v§ & ((E I <,: DN o 1 ))i; \=. |__. H il . !! %
\ ¢ D M o= =01 -
o5 \§ > \ ' ﬁ/? 875 \|LIEl o (8% %E oy =
A NSNS/ZS) A Il 3 1 el VRS B
) N\ YR 12 A 00! 1 Wik 1 H 1 — |i N
3520 27 ) S v Z 1 \ —f 1
\\1 W) \,ﬁ\/‘ ) = i \BE ) E::I - — || |!w‘=:;=:
- A {% Q41 O O 8 AL = HAD
7 AN \ S | SO go'u(};_ ”s"‘—ar =l ] . i '{l{lig (/
7 > ( IS AN26> A %gl e D22\ Y K “'IE N
> QUE i N PEETIBI\Z B AT\ \T /\I " i S
L 2 e SRR R AL Ay @ ALY - .
7 Q& NS = 500 AN R N N -
0 1394
<\;\46 : 1 L‘ ‘\,\ J = /.\ = S NS

ET

sz 2

assang 73

0l%

§ SALT FLAT 81 MI

#1772 J % :77‘ t 7N} e [ 15727
> oncordia Ceme
vz / g
V o o | B\ >,
) g \ -
Lo 5 Q E E
: 820 000 } > b @ ﬁ\'
e - FEET T : §§
rg P &?’} - \ 3 S i Eé
-U _l B \ . <(§
P_m s3 &
@Z O 2o wg
N ) & 0>
> 9!& e O
- m d ) Z ~ N2
0 e o0 4 i f’\’ 2 o
X & D
43z Hine
W &
> .
8 ) = 3515
S - = 3 A
<3 T A " i N, »
EN = 7> P N . e ‘f\ . " »)\
N 5 % d e H
= &3 N B2 A Y% X 5& A >« Y /[ g : 2 [N Radiol
Z e QS 9,9 XX s P e P QU]
__‘ EE ” = 53 <, i : =~ i r == S : '/spo I \%{%ﬁ I
X T T =y
5 ARG ‘ =2y oo Ul
~ P 5 N !#/// Chnlpy3693 Ulgls S
A | A : Ll |- & /// Lok e
1= e - Ry "
m | 0&; N N G = s N e : e/Jr and — ———— SG
3514 *90 % 2 gl N : w vl -S igh Sch Bl
‘7& S o - it o gm
4 EA ) I ] | o | N LT o 7SI NN B X G- TR 31°45'
310 51 * A A | 3 : = 13 l‘ |3 TA MW' Is " l3 \367 368000m~E .!NTERIOR—GEOLOGl AL SURVEY,IRESTON, VIRGINIA— 1975 - ) "
106°30 CIUDAD JUAREZ, MEX. 0.3 M. @ 90 000 FEET 61 27'30" 362 63 (Y§7L4§ Pk 65 2% 66 ) ' e N ?/275“1735573)5,_/”/' 106°22'30
Mapped by the Army Map Service ) SCALE 1:24 000 s
Published for civil use by the Geological Survey % 1 z b O | ROAD CLASSIFICATION =
» - R
Control by USGS, USC&GS, and USCE o B 2 . e Heavy-duty.. . e Light-dUty. N
Topography from aerial photographs by photogrammetric methods }_. — ;_? — —— . El KILomETER \Medium-duty ........... = Unimproved dirt =========
Aerial photographs taken 1954. Photography field annotated 1955 L 12° /N ). - .
o : T [FTIMS CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET é J Interstate Route  {_J U.S. Route (") State Route
Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum DASHED LINES REPRESENT 5 AND 10-FOOT CONTOURS - / RE, \(
10,000-foot grid based on Texas coordinate system, NATIONAL GEODETIC VERTICAL DATUM OF 1929 S J "\
central zone . ; 4
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, - UTM GRID AND 1973 MAGNETIC NORTH v 5} 9 EL PASO, TEX.
g zone 13, shown in blue DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET QUADRANGLE Oek&(ION NAT 79 % St w106 .
L o il gl THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS A 10 . 15+ N — S/1.
Ei%;:gtl:nt;jJﬁZEisSaraeraessli?or’vnlc ’ FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, DENVER, COLORADO 80225, OR RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092 % REG/S NAL LE
g A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST . ' TEQ 1955
Revisions shown in purple compiled by the Geological Survey from aerial ',’&,,f"\ j - PHOTOREVISED 1967 AND 1973
photographs taken 1967 and 1973. This information not field checked 3_2 <0 6(‘\\\4 AMS 4747 IV SW-SERIES V882
| \ o :

Purple tint indicates extension of urban areas
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STATE TEXAS

Date Entered AR 12 1979

Name Location
" Toltee Clud E1 Paso
El Paso County
Carnegie Public Library Tyler
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0ld Brazoria County Courthouse Angleton

Brazoria County

Also Notified

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen

Honorable John G, Tower State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Richard C. White Mr. Truett Latimer

Honorable Ray Roberts Executive Director

Honorable Ron Paul Texas State Historical Commission

P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

{ NR Byers/bjr 3/14/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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