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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Toltec Building is a trapezoidal 5 story buff brick and sandstone free-standing 
structiu-e. I t exhibits variegated surfaces, broken by Balconies, cornices, brackets, 
dentils, hood molds, and indentation of the central bay into an ABA configiuration. 
Eclectic in design, the Toltec Building features influences from more than one style. 
Beaux Arts Classicism appears in the coupled columns and pilasters clustered at the 
central entrance. Renaissance Revival influences include the use of arched windows, 
brackets, and f i r s t floor brickwork resembling heavily rusticated voussoirs. Division 
into base, abbreviated shaft, and projecting cornice sections can.be attributed to 
current popularity of the Sullivanesque style. The polychrome t i l e band over the 
entrance is also reminiscent of Sullivan's work. 

On the north and south facades, portions of the f i r s t floor arcade have been f i l l e d 
with brick; others have been converted into commercial space. Second floor openings 
have balconies and round-headed transoms of 25 lights . Below the transoms are complex 
paired windows, each with 7 lights over 2 long narrow light s . Elaborate consoles 
support a simple cornice. Third and fouth floor apertures accentuate the three bay 
division, with the contrast between arched and rectangular shapes. Light sandstone 
trim in the central bay continues this distinction. A second cornice is supported by 
simple brackets. F i f i i i floor openings are round-arched and trimmed in li g h t sandstone 
springing from a sandstone string course interrupted by coupled brick pilasters and 
decorative brick arches. Above them is a complex arrangement of geometric terra cotta 
decoration, paired modillions, and dentils. These support a heavy f i n a l cornice. 
East and west (the angled wall) facades are one bay wide and continue the fenestration 
and detail of the others, interrupted only by requirements of internal structures. 

The f l a t roof is broken by a small structure over the stairwell, 
are unknown, and replaced/covered by rolled roofing. 

Original roof materials 

Alterations are primarily interior, and consist basically of partitions added to existing 
rooms. Bricking in the f i r s t floor arcade is the only major exterior change, and does 
not damage the building's architectural integrity. • •• 

The present owner is working with the 
w i l l restore the building. 

City of El Paso in an effort to find a buyer who 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The five-stoiy brick and sandstone Toltec Building is a landmark in downtown El Paso 
with i t s flamboyant use of eclectic architectural motifs in keeping with the s p i r i t 
of the burgeoning young c i t y . The Toltec Club opened October 14., 1910, The club, 
chartered as a social club i n 1902 by the leading citizens of El Paso, was designed and 
bu i l t by the Denver firm of J. J. Huddart at a cost of $100,000. The club was not 
only the social center for local residents, but a headquarters ofr entertaining 
v i s i t i n g dignitaries, such as U.S. Senatorial committees. Presidents Porfirio Diaz 
and Francisco Madero of Mexico, President Theodore Roosevelt, and Gen. John J, 
Pershing, who was honored at a dinner there on his ret\irn from pursuing Pancho Villa 
in Mexico in 1916, 

Early members and founders of the club included Britton Davis, an Indian fighter 
reputed to be the f i r s t white man to cross the Sierra Madre from east to west; 
A. P. Coles, pioneer realtor; W. W. Turney, prominent attorney, banker, cattleman 
and state senator; Henry S. Beach, prominent businessman and importer; Zach T. White, 
early gas, e l e c t r i c i t y , and street car magnate; El Paso Times owners Harwood J. 
Simmons and Frank Powers; and Charles B, and J, Arthur Eddy, who b u i l t the El Paso 
and Northeastern Railroad. Henry Trost, the architect well-known for his Prairie 
Style buildings in El Paso and the Southwest, was also an early member, along with 
at least two of his clients. 

George H i t t , a contractor and cit y alderman, and Ed Pennebaker, realtor and builder, 
f i r s t constructed a three story red brick building on Texas St. in 1902 for the 
Toltec Club, with a restaurant on the groimd floor and l i v i n g quarters for bachelor 
members and club rooms on the upper floors. The subsequent five story 1910 building 
also had a restaxirant on the ground floor and l i v i n g quarters and club rooms above. 
The pink and gold ball room was the scene of frequent formal gatherings. Businessmen 
gathered daily in the club rooms at 5 FM where business was conducted as often as 
socializing. Activities included baseball games, "smokers", dinners, and balls. 
The club held meetings u n t i l 1938. 

The present owner, a local realtor, is working closely with c i t y o f f i c i a l s in the hope 
of selling the Toltec to someone who w i l l restore i t as a p i l o t project for future 
restoration efforts i n downtown El Paso, 
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