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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on a two-block square, this County Courthouse was built on
the same plans that had been used for the construction of the Courthouse
in the nearby community of Bay City in the adjacent Matagorda County. The
plans developed by Houston architect Eugene T. Heiner, who also designed
a number of courthouses for other counties, conformed to the general trends
of the period. They called for a rectangular building with offices on the
ground floor and courtroom and offices on the second story. As was typical,
corridors extending through the building on the two axes on the ground
level provided communication to the various spaces. The high-ceiling court-
room was well expressed by the exterior mass and large windows. In 1897
the building was accepted by the commissioners”' ‘court as being complete.

The building was substantially built with masonry. The exterior
walls were stone veneered with Houston face brick, with stucco trim.

In 1927 the building was remodeled after the plans of J.A. Tempest.
A tower, which was ninety feet high and located on the south side, was
removed. Additions evidently were made on the east and west; original
roof details were removed and Italian Renaissance features were added on
the south. The center section on the north facade with its Roman and
stilted arches is the most original in design. Exterior walls were covered
with stucco. Noteworthy features on the interior include iron stairs, oak
rails, and Art Nouveau decoration.

Located to the south is a 1940 Art Deco courthouse, to which an
addition was made in 1976. The 19th-century temple has been converted into
a library.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The o0ld courthouse building possesses architectural .and. covernmental
significance. It was built shortly after the county seat had been moved
from nearby Angleton--only two years earlier, a beautiful and expensive
Romanesque Revival temple of justice designed by James R. Gordon had been
completed. The Angleton building has served county functions for over
three-quarters of a century.

The history of Brazoria County dates back to the days in which
Texas, along with Coahuila, was a part of a co-state of Mexico. Under
Mexico, the municipality of Brazoria was organized in 1832. A group
of Stephen F. Austin's "0ld Three Hundred" colonists settled within
the boundaries of the present county. Late in 1836, following the Texas
Revolution, Brazoria County was established as a part of the Republic
of Texas. Prior to the Civil War, sugar and cotton plantations produced
much of the county's wealth. After the war the economy declined, but near
the end of the century agriculture again was contributing substantially

to the county prosperity.

When the county was organized in 1836, the town of Brazoria was
established as the county seat. By 1837 it was reported that the com-
munity contained "a handsome courthouse and many neat dwellings."

By the 1890s county prosperity had developed sufficiently to finance
a new temple of justice. In 1893 the old courthouse was condemned and
bids, to be accompanied by plans and specifications, were invited.
for an unknown reason, all bids were rejected. After a com-
mittee visited courthouses that had been designed by George Dickey,
Eugene T. Heiner, and J. Riely Gordon, the commission was awarded to
Gordon for a new courthouse, which was built in Romanesgue Revival

However,

style.

At about the time the commissioners' court accepted the new building,
the town of Angleton was founded. To attract transportation interests,
land was donated to the Velasco Terminal Railroad. Shortly thereafter,
in an election, county voters determined that the county seat should be
removed from Brazoria to Angleton. .After the seat .of government was ,
moved the former community declined.

In 1896 county commissioners advertised for bids on a courthouse
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and jail "depicting those at Bay City." Early the following year
the privilege to use the plans for these buildings was purchased
from architect Eugene T. Heiner of Houston. The courthouse was then
built by contractor Tom Lovell for about $30,000. This edifice was
remodeled in 1927 according to the plans of J.A. Tempest.

After another new courthouse was erected in 1940, this building
was converted into a library. Subsequently in 1976 a large addition
was made to the 1940 building.
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION
IS RESUBMITTED.

7 | Description: Please provide a more complete description of the original

building and/or supply early photographs of it. As written, the nomination

does not provide enough iuformation to evaluate the degree of change

in total appearance or to determine the per cent of historic fabric that remains.

8 | Statement of Significance: The present Statement of Significance does not justify

the present building for listing. The architectural references appear to

pertain to the original building. The historical associations cited relate

to the county's 19th century history. Please justify the current building

either for its architectural value or for the political/governmental associations
related to this particular structure.

9 | Bibliography:
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on a two-block square, this County Courthouse was built on
the same plans that had been used for the construction of the Courthouse
in the nearby community of Bay City in the adjacent Matagorda County. The
plans developed by Houston architect . Eugene T. Heiner, who also designed
a number of courthouses for other counties, conformed to the general trends
of the period. They called for a rectangular building with offices on the
ground floor and courtroom and offices on the second story. As was typical,
corridors extending through the building on the two axes on the ground
level provided communication to the various spaces. The high-ceiling court-
room was well expressed by the exterior mass and large windows. In 1897
the building was accepted by the commissioners” court as being complete.

The building was substantially built with masonry. The exterior
walls were stone veneered with Houston face brick, with stucco trim.

In 1927 the building was remodeled after the plans of J.A. Tempest.
A tower, which was ninety feet high and located on the south side, was
removed. Additions evidently were made on the east and west; original
roof details were removed and Italian Renaissance features were added on
the south. The center section on the north facade with its Roman and
stilted arches is the most original in design. Exterior walls were covered
with stucco. Noteworthy features on the interior include iron stairs, oak
rails, and Art Nouveau decoration.

Located to -the south is a l940vArt'Deco courthouse, to which an
addition was made in 1976. The 19th-century temple has been converted into
a library.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The old courthouse building possesses architectural .and. gzovernmental

significance.

It was built shortly after the county seat had been moved

from nearby Angleton--only two years earlier, a beautiful and expensive
Romanesque Revival temple of justice designed by James R. Gordon had been
completed. The Angleton building has served county functions for over
three-quarters of a century.

The history of Brazoria County dates back to the days in which
Texas, along with Coahuila, was a part of a co-state of Mexico. Under
Mexico, the municipality of Brazoria was organized in 1832. A group
of Stephen F. Austin's "0ld Three Hundred" colonists settled within
the boundaries of the present county. Late in 1836, following the Texas
Revolution, Brazoria County was established as a part of the Republic
of Texas. Prior to the Civil War, sugar and cotton plantations produced
much of the county's wealth. After the war the economy declined, but near
the end of the century agriculture again was contributing substantially

to the

county prosperity.

When the county was organized in 1836, the town of Brazoria was
established as the county seat. By 1837 it was reported that the com-
munity contained "a handsome courthouse and many neat dwellings."

By the 1890s county prosperity had developed sufficiently to finance
a new temple of justice. In 1893 the old courthouse was condemned and
bids, to be accompanied by plans and specifications, were invited.
However, for an unknown reason, all bids were rejected. After a com-
mittee visited courthouses that had been designed by George Dickey,
T. Heiner, and J. Riely Gordon, the commission was awarded to
Gordon for a new courthouse, which was built in Romanesque Revival

Eugene

style.

At about the time the commissioners'

court accepted the new building,

the town of Angleton was founded. To attract transportation interests,
land was donated to the Velasco Terminal Railroad. Shortly thereafter,
in an election, county voters determined that the county seat should be
removed from Brazoria to Angleton. After the seat of government was
moved the former community declined.

In 1896 county commissioners advertised for bids on a courthouse
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and jail "depicting those at Bay City." Early the following year
the privilege to use the plans for these buildings was purchased
from architect Eugene T. Heiner of Houston. The courthouse was then
built by contractor Tom Lovell for about $30,000. This edifice was
remodeled in 1927 according to the plans of J.A. Tempest.

After another new courthouse was erected in 1940, this building
was converted into a library. Subsequently in 1976 a large addition
was made to the 1940 building.




'm No 10-300a

v 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

CONTINUATION SHEET . ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 1

The first major influence of the courthouse at Angleton on the surrounding area
was a very basic one: it was the impetus for the rapid growth of the town.

Before the courthouse was built, the only structures present there were a depot,
postoffice, store, hotel, and church. Establishment of the county seat at
Angleton to avert an intra-county feud necessitated the construction of additional
housing, stores, livery stables, cafes, and a newspaper office. Angleton

became a "white-collar" town, depending almost entirely on county business and
attendant services for its existence.

The courthouse provided not only financial, but physical, protection for the
community. During hurricaneseason, the townspeople would flock to the courthouse
from their flimsy wooden houses and shops at the first sign of trouble on the
Gulf. Presumably, the sturdy courthouse served as a haven from the 1900 storm
that devastated nearby Galveston. Also, as the tallest building in town, the
courthouse was the place from which to observe rising waters of the Brazos

River, which flooded occasionally. '

Court sessionsof the 23rd judicial court served entertainment functions as well
as judicial ones. During Prohibition, the overloaded docket of State vs.
Bootlegger cases called for night sessions. These were a major form of
amusement, especially when fiery Bob Bassett, District Attorney, addressed the
jury. A very grim event in the courtroom was the trial leading to the last
legal hanging in Texas. Gallows were built on the courthouse grounds, and

on August 21, 1921, the sentence was carried out.
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3/1/79

Sequency of events.

Qur receipt of nomination.

eontve\ cq v
State call to Control to expedite - no indication of that transferred to eessk. :

December - State called to check on status since it was in fidﬁ'jeopardy. Told
them it was to be returned. Agreed to keep if they would send new
information. I listed boundaries, significance, and date as
information we needed. I did not apparently as for more #7.

December 21 - David Mopre called with new boundary info. Sdid that significance

information would be sent later.

Nomination put in hold.

3/1/79 - letter from SHPO saying that information had been sent, asking why
we hadn't acted.

3/6/79 - Talked with Lissa, told her materiaa had not come. She redd it to
me over the phone. I did not get our file at the time. Told her
info sounded good. Asked if this was one of the much altered
courthouses. She said she didn't think so. Told her I would
check and see if we could listKkAlgé# before continuation U¢ sheet
arrives.

3/8/79 - Talked with Bill - he said probably, but wants to see file. I told
Lissa that.

Then I looked at the file. This is one of the much altered courthouses.
Lissa's new information is much better than what we have now - but still
deals primarily with original structure with tower.

Obviously, we are at fault in not expediting, in not checking in hold, Fggd¥/
perhaps in no® communicating what we want clearly enough. What next:







L

HIIIIIIIIIII Il

o 0
wl””w' N wmwm*"m!““Hm

TRUETT LATIMER ) ”(l !@‘l M

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR G ‘ nm”m’mmmmmmmmmmmm AUSTIN TEXAS 78711
”| i

A 41
ARNARARARARAD AANARAANNN MM\MIMHH ﬂ nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn AR AAARAAAARARARARARHILY

February 22, 1979

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

The Old Brazoria County Courthouse was submitted for listing on the
National Register August 29, 1978, Problems soon arose in Brazoria
County, indicating that the Courthouse might be demolished. Therefore,
on October 20, 1978, our coordinator of nominations called Delores
Byars and requested that, if possible, the nomination be expedited.

In mid- to late December, Marcella Sherfy requested additional
information on the property's boundaries and recent history. That
material was forwarded to Washington January 8, 1979. At this time,
we have not yet received notice that the Old Courthouse has been either
approved or rejected. Your investigation of this matter would be
greatly appreciated,

SR =
reservation Officer . =
| o

TL:la
Dr, William J. Murtagh e
Keeper of the National Register S
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service S ) LR 2 et o)
Pension Building SR
440 G Street, N, W, TS, -

Washington, D, C, 20243

748 (/;ﬂ[e Jiae/u? /or (7/451‘071'0 “Preservation

SS10N\ K ) P. 0. BOX 12276
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE TEYAS

Date Entered 4AR 12 197Q

Name Location

Toltec Club 1 Paso , - -
L1l Paso County

Carnegie Public Library Tyler
Srith County

01d Brazoria County Courthouse Angleton
Brazoria County

Also Notified

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen

Hororable John G, Tower State lllstoric Preservation Officer
Horiorable Richard C. White ifr. Truett Latlmer

Honorable Ray Roberts Lxecutive Diractor

Honorable Ron Paul Teras State I'destorical Cormission

P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Auvsitin, Texas 78711

NR Byers/bjr 3/14/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.
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O ARCHEOLOGY = historic=1 (D COMMUNICATIONS-7 (JEXPLORATION =12 O3 LITERATURE=1] O SCIENCE- 23 CJ URBAN PLANNING-31 | «gldest’ O
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