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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWNI PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located on a two-bloc}c square, t h i s County Courthouse was b u i l t on 
the same plans that had been used for the construction of the Courthouse 
i n the nearby community of Bay City i n the adjacent Matagorda County. The 
plans developed by Houston architect Eugene T. Heiner, who also designed 
a number of courthouses for other counties, conformed to the general trends 
of the period. They called for a rectangular building with offices on the 
ground f l o o r and courtroom and offices on the second story. As was t y p i c a l , 
corridors extending through the building on the two axes on the ground 
level provided communication to the various spaces. The high-ceiling court­
room was well expressed by the exterior mass and large windows. In 1897 
the building was accepted by the commissioners' court as being complete. 

The building was substantially b u i l t with masonry. The exterior 
walls were stone veneered with Houston face b r i c k , with stucco trim. 

In 1927 the building was remodeled af t e r the plans of J.A. Tempest. 
A tower, which was ninety feet high and located on the south side, was 
removed. Additions evidently were made on the east and west; o r i g i n a l 
roof details were removed and I t a l i a n Renaissance features were added on 
the south. The center section on the north facade with i t s Roman and 
s t i l t e d arches i s the most o r i g i n a l i n design. Exterior walls were covered 
with stucco. Noteworthy features on the i n t e r i o r include iron s t a i r s , oak 
r a i l s , and Art Nouveau decoration. 

Located to the south i s a 1940 Art Deco courthouse, to which an 
addition was made i n 19 76. The 19th-century temple has been converted into 
a l i b r a r y . 
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SPECIFIC DATES 
1897 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
Eugene T. Heiner 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The old .courthouse building possesses arc h i t e c t u r a l and governmental 
significance. I t was b u i l t shortly a f t e r the county seat had been moved 
from nearby Angleton—only two years e a r l i e r , a b e a u t i f u l and expensive 
Romanesque Revival temple of j u s t i c e designed by James R. Gordon had been 
completed. The Angleton building has served county functions for over 
three-quarters of a century. 

The history of Brazoria County dates hack to the days i n which 
Texas, along with Coahuila, was a part of a co-state of Mexico. Under 
Mexico, the municipality of Brazoria was organized i n 1832. A group 
of Stephen F. Austin's "Old Three Hundred" colonists set t l e d within 
the boundaries of the present county. Late i n 1835, following the Texas 
Revolution, Brazoria County was established as a part of the Republic 
of Texas. Prior to the C i v i l War, sugar and cotton plantations produced 
much of the county's wealth. After the war the economy declined, but near 
the end of the century agriculture again was contributing substantially 
to the county prosperity. 

When the county was organized i n 1836, the town of Brazoria was 
established as the county seat. By 1837 i t was reported that the com­
munity contained "a handsome courthouse and many neat dwellings." 

By the 1890s county prosperity had developed s u f f i c i e n t l y to finance 
a new temple of j u s t i c e . I n 189 3 the old courthouse was condemned and 
bids, to be accompanied by plans and specifications, were i n v i t e d . 
However, for an unknown reason, a l l bids were rejected. After a com­
mittee v i s i t e d courthouses that had been designed by George Dickey, 
Eugene T. Heiner, and J. Riely Gordon, the commission was awarded to 
Gordon f o r a new courthouse, which was b u i l t i n Romanesque Revival 
s t y l e . 

At about the time the commissioners' court accepted the new building, 
the town of Angleton was founded. To a t t r a c t transportation int e r e s t s , 
land was donated to the Velasco Terminal Railroad. Shortly thereafter, 
i n an ele c t i o n , county voters determined that the county seat should be 
removed from Brazoria tb Angleton. Af t e r the seat of government was 
moved the former community declined. 

In 1896 county commissioners advertised for bids on a courthouse 
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cuid j a i l "depicting those at Bay City." Early the following year 
the p r i v i l e g e to use the plans for these buildings was purchased 
from architect Eugene T. Heiner of Houston. The courthouse was then 
b u i l t by contractor Tom Lovell f or about $30,000. This e d i f i c e was 
remodeled i n 1927 according to the plans of J.A. Tempest. 

After another new courthouse was erected i n 1940, t h i s building 
was converted i n t o a l i b r a r y . Subsequently i n 19 76 a large addition 
was made to the 1940 building. 
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The building i s bounded on the north by Cedar Street; on the 
east and west respectively by Chenango and Velasco. The new 1976 
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NAME OF PROPERTY "̂̂ ^ Brazoria Couuty Courthouse STATE Texas 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
IS RESUBMITTED. 

8 

10 

12 

Description: Please provide a more complete description of the original 

building and/or supply early photographs of i t . As written, the nomination 

does not provide enough information to evaluate the degree of change 

in t o t a l appearance or to determine the per cent of historic fabric that remains. 

Statement of Significance: The present statement of Significance does not j u s t i f y 

the present building for l i s t i n g . The architectural references appear to 

pertain to the original building. The historical associations cited relate 

to the county's 19th century history. Please j u s t i f y the current building 

either for i t s architectural value or for the political/governmental associations 
related to this particular structure. 

Bibliography: 

Geographical Data — Acreage: 

UTM Reference(s): 

Verbal Boundary Description: / ^ / ^ / ? ^ ^ / f A/C^ ̂at>-//t//̂ ^ 

Certification: 

Photographic Coverage: 

Map Coverage: 

Other: Please provide the date on vhich the SHPO approved the nomination. 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to ^\G^rrp;/c- •.Skp^^y 

on the National Register staff, telephone n n 3 - 3y;i - /^y ̂  ) 

Thank you for your attention to the above items. 

lofl^tMni^ Date: 
Chief, Branch of Registration 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Servi ce 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located on a two-block square, t h i s County Courthouse was b u i l t on 
the same plans t h a t had been used f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Courthouse 
i n the nearby community of Bay C i t y i n the adjacent Matagorda County. The 
plans developed by Houston a r c h i t e c t Eugene T. Heiner, who also designed 
a niimber of courthouses f o r other counties, conformed t o the general trends 
of the period. They c a l l e d f o r a rectangular b u i l d i n g w i t h o f f i c e s on the 
ground f l o o r and courtroom and o f f i c e s on the second s t o r y . As was t y p i c a l , 
c o r r i d o r s extending through the b u i l d i n g on the two axes on the ground 
l e v e l provided communication t o the various spaces. The h i g h - c e i l i n g c o u r t ­
room was w e l l expressed by the e x t e r i o r mass and large windows. I n 1897 
the b u i l d i n g was accepted by the commissioners' co u r t as being complete. 

The b u i l d i n g was s u b s t a n t i a l l y b u i l t w i t h masonry. The e x t e r i o r 
w a l l s were stone veneered w i t h Houston face b r i c k , w i t h stucco t r i m . 

I n 1927 the b u i l d i n g was remodeled a f t e r the plans of J.A. Tempest. 
A tower, which was n i n e t y f e e t high and loc a t e d on the south si d e , was 
removed. Additions e v i d e n t l y were made on the east and west; o r i g i n a l 
roof d e t a i l s were removed and I t a l i a n Renaissance features were added on 
the south. The center s e c t i o n on the n o r t h facade w i t h i t s Roman and 
s t i l t e d arches i s the most o r i g i n a l i n design. E x t e r i o r w a l l s were covered 
w i t h stucco. ^Toteworthy features on the i n t e r i o r i n c l u d e i r o n s t a i r s , oak 
r a i l s , and A r t Nouveau decoration. 

Located t o the south i s a 19 40 A r t Deco courthouse, t o which an 
a d d i t i o n was made i n 19 76 . The 19th-century tem^ple has been converted i n t o 
a l i b r a r y . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The o l d courthouse b u i l d i n g possesses a r c h i t e c t u r a l and governmental 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . I t was b u i l t s h o r t l y a f t e r the county seat had been moved 
from nearby A n g l e t o n — o n l y two years e a r l i e r , a b e a u t i f u l and expensive 
Romanesque Revival temple of j u s t i c e designed by Jam.es R. Gordon had been 
completed. The Angleton b u i l d i n g has served county functions f o r over 
three-quarters of a century. 

The h i s t o r y of Br a z o r i 
Texas, along w i t h Coahuila, 
Mexico, the m u n i c i p a l i t y of 
of Stephen F. Austin's "Old 
the boundaries of the prese 
Revolution, Brazoria County 
of Texas. P r i o r t o the C i v i 
much of the county's wealth 
the end of the century a g r i 
t o the county p r o s p e r i t y . 

a County dates back t o the days i n which 
was a p a r t of a co-state o f Mexico. Under 
Brazoria was organized i n 1832. A group 
Three Hundred" c o l o n i s t s s e t t l e d w i t h i n 

n t county. Late i n 1835, f o l l o w i n g the Texas 
was e s t a b l i s h e d as a p a r t of the Republic 

1 War, sugar and cotton p l a n t a t i o n s produced 
. A f t e r the war the economy declined, but near 
c u l t u r e again was c o n t r i b u t i n g s u b s t a n t i a l l y 

When the county was organized i n 1836, the town of Brazoria was 
estab l i s h e d as the county seat. By 18 37 i t was reported t h a t the com­
munity contained "a handsome courthouse and many neat d w e l l i n g s . " 

By the 1890s county p r o s p e r i t y had developed s u f f i c i e n t l y t o finance 
a new temple o f j u s t i c e . I n 189 3 the o l d courthouse was condemned and 
bi d s , t o be accompanied by plans and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s , were i n v i t e d . 
However, f o r an unknown reason, a l l bids were r e j e c t e d . A f t e r a com­
mittee v i s i t e d courthouses t h a t had been designed by George Dickey, 
Eugene T. Heiner, and J. Riely Gordon, the commission was awarded to 
Gordon f o r a new courthouse, which was b u i l t i n Romanesque Revival 
s t y l e . 

At about the time the commissioners' co u r t accepted the new b u i l d i n g , 
the town of Angleton was founded. To a t t r a c t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n t e r e s t s , 
land was donated t o the Velasco Terminal Railroad. S h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r , 
i n an e l e c t i o n , county voters determined t h a t the county seat should be 
removed from Brazoria t o Angleton. A f t e r the seat of government was 
moved the former community declined. 

I n 1896 county commissioners ad v e r t i s e d f o r bids on a courthouse 
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and j a i l " d e p i c t i n g those at Bay C i t y . " Early the f o l l o w i n g year 
the p r i v i l e g e t o use the plans f o r these b u i l d i n g s was purchased 
from a r c h i t e c t Eugene T. Heiner of Houston. The courthouse was then 
b u i l t by c o n t r a c t o r Tom L o v e l l f o r about $30,000. This e d i f i c e was 
remodeled i n 1927 according t o the plans of J.A. Tempest. 

A f t e r another new courthouse was erected i n 1940, t h i s b u i l d i n g 
was converted i n t o a l i b r a r y . Subsequently i n 19 76 a large a d d i t i o n 
was made t o the 1940 b u i l d i n g . 
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The f i r s t major influence of the courthouse at Angleton on the surrounding area 
was a very basic one: i t was the impetus for the rapid growth of the town. 
Before the courthouse was built, the only structures present there were a depot, 
postoffice, store, hotel, and church. Establishment of the county seat at 
Angleton to avert an intra-county feud necessitated the construction of additional 
housing, stores, livery stables, cafes, and a newspaper office. Angleton 
became a "white-collar" town, depending almost entirely on county business and 
attendant services for its existence. 

The courthouse provided not only financial, but physical, protection for the 
community. During hurricane season, the townspeople would flock to the courthouse 
from their flimsy wooden houses and shops at the f i r s t sign of trouble on the 
Gulf. Presumably, the sturdy courthouse served as a haven from the 1900 storm 
that devastated nearby Galveston. Also, as the tallest building in town, the 
courthouse was the place from which to observe rising waters of the Brazos 
River, which flooded occasionally. 

Court session*of the 23rd judicial court served entertainment functions as well 
as judicial ones. During Prohibition, the overloaded docket of State vs. 
Bootlegger cases called for night sessions. These were a major form of 
amusement, especially when fiery Bob Bassett, District Attorney, addressed the 
jury. A very grim event in the courtroom was the t r i a l leading to the last 
legal hanging in Texas. Gallows were built on the courthouse grounds, and 
on August 21, 1921, the sentence was carried out. 
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State , Working Numbec, f\ . Working Numben, 7f6o ^9^^ 
TECHNICAI^ c. ; i ^ C O N T R O L 

Maps"' / n.30,% 
Historiaal associatioQS discussed do not pertaia to this HISTORIAN 
building - but to 19th centviry a c t i v i t i e s . Insufficient 

Defer to architects on value of buldling as i t nov stands. '̂ P-̂ tW-' 

info/justifcation i n po l i t i c s and govt. We do not have '^ ' '^^ 
good description of pre-1927 structxjre or original photo. ' 
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PHONE: 

STAFF MEMBER: 
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OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

PROJECT: DQ> ^̂ î̂ ccĵ ĉMj-tf-̂  

TO/FROM: DATE: i a . 

ADDRESS: PHONE : 

STAFF MEMBER: DIVISION: 

REPORT: 
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REPORT: CXAAA. , ^ 
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3/7/79 

Sequency of events. 

Our receipt of nomination. 

State c a l l to Control to expedite - no indication of that transferred to 

December - State called to check on status since i t was i n jeopardy. Told 
them i t vas to be returned. Agreed to keep i f they would send new 
information. I li s t e d boundaries, significance, and date as 
information we needed. I did not apparently as for more #7» 

December 21 - David Mocre called with new boundary info. Sdid that significance 
information would be sent later. 

Nomination put i n hold. 

3/1/79 - let t e r from SHPO saying that information had been sent, asking why 
we hadn't acted. 

3/6/79 - Talked with Lissa, told her materiii had not come. She raid i t to 
me over the phone. I did not get our f i l e at the time. Told her 
info sounded good. Asked i f this was one of the much altered 
courthouses. She said she didn't think so. Told her I would 
check and see i f we could l i s t X / ) d ^ ^ before continuation jfij^ sheet 
arrives. 

3/̂ /79 - Talked with B i l l - he said probably, but wants to see f i l e . I told 
Lissa that. 

Then I looked at the f i l e . This is one of the much altered courthouses. 
Lissa's new information is much better than what we have now - but s t i l l 
deals primarily with original structure with tower. 

Obviously, we are at fault i n not expediting, i n not checking i n hold, j ^ f ^ j f i ^ / 
perhaps i n not communicating what we want clearly enough. v̂Tiat next: 





TRUETT LATIMER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

P. O. ROX 13376 
AUSTIN TEXAS 78711 

February 22, 1979 

Dear D r . Mur tagh : 

The Old B r a z o r i a County Courthouse was submitted f o r l i s t i n g on the 
National Register August 29, 1978. Problems soon arose in B r a z o r i a 
County, indicat ing that the Courthouse might be demolished. There fo re , 
on October 20, 1978, our coordinator of nominations cal led Delores 
Byars and requested that, i f possible, the nominat ion be expedited. 
In m i d - to late December, M a r c e l l a Sherfy requested addi t ional 
in fo rma t ion on the proper ty ' s boundaries and recent h i s t o r y . That 
m a t e r i a l was fo rwarded to Washington January 8, 1979. A t this t i m e , 
we have not yet received notice that the Old Courthouse has been either 
approved or re jec ted . Your invest igat ion of this mat te r would be 
grea t ly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

rese rva t ion O f f i c e r 

T L : l a 

D r . W i l l i a m J. Mur tagh 
Keeper of the Nat ional Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreat ion Service 
Pension Bui ld ing 
440 G Street, N . W . 
Washington, D . C. 20243 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TITAS 

Date Entered .'-.̂ AR 1 7- 1̂ 79 

Name Location 

Toltec Club 

Camecie Public IJLbrary 

Old Brazoria County Courthouse 

El PESO 

El Pnco Connty 

Tyler 
Snith County 
Angleton 
Brazoria County 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen 
Honorable John G. Tower 
Hor.orjible Richr.rc! C. \Vni.t& 
Honorable Ray Roberts 
Honorable Ron Paul 

' NR Byers/bjr 3/14/79 

Stnte H i s t o r i c Prcser\'aticn Officer 
Hr. T-cu.-itt LatLn?r 
Ei:2cutlvG Direc tor 
Tcr.35 Ct?.te T'JLrtorlcr.l Comla-iou 
P.O. Bo-̂  122.75, Cnpitol Station 
Austin, Te^as 737li 

For fu r t h e r information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 



Old B r a z o r i a County Courthouse 
5) LOCATION street & number 
P u b l i c S q . 

) ) EXISTING SURVEYS QHABS DHAER D N H 

c i t y / tow 
A n g l e t o n 

A n g l e t o n L i b r a r y 
v i c i n i t y of 

TX 

^FUNDED? • Y E S • N O |@CONGRESS. DISTRICT 21? [ ( ^ S O U R C E of NOM 

j i ^ C O N D I T I O I V : de t e r io ra t ed • a l t e red • o r i g l n a l s i t e 
• e x c e l l e n t • r u i n s • u n a l t e r e d • m o v e d 
• good • unexposed • r e c o n s t r u c t e d • u n k n o w n 
• f a i r • unexcavated • e x c a v a t e d 

° D N 0 T IMUCT-0 

j i D UNKNOWN-4 

^•NOT APPLICABLE-7 

B r a z o r i a 

4 • STATE 

^•SUBSTANTIALLY INTAC 

2 D NOT INTACT-O 

^^•UNKNOWN-5 

3 a NOT APPLICABLE-8 

SW 
m 039 

U PRIVATE 

OQNOT INTACT - O 

^•UNKNOWN-6 

„ • NOT APPLICABLE-9 

) A C C E S S • V E S - R e s l r i c l e d • Y E S - U n r e s t r i c t e d • No Ac cess • Unknown MOAPTIVE USE •VES DNO SAVED' DYES IS PROPERTY A H I S T O R I C D iSTRICT? • y e s Q n o 

@ A R E A S O F S I G N I F I C A N C E : •ENGINEERING-ll 

• ARCHEOLOGY-preliistotic-2 •COMMERCE-6 •ENTERTAINMENT-26 

• COMMUNICATIONS-? • EXPLORATION -12 • ARCHEOLOGY-historic-1 

• AGRICULTURE-3 

• ARCHITECTURE-4 

• ART-5 

• CONSERVATION-8 

• ECONOMICS-9 
• EDUCATION-10 

• HEALTH-27 

• INDUSTRY-13 
• INVENTION-14 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH. 

• LAW-16 

• LITERATURE-17 

• MILITARY- 18 

• MUSIC- 19 

• PHILOSOPHY-20 

15 • POLITICS/GOVT." 21 • RECREATION-28 

• REllGION-22 •SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 •URBAN PLANMING-31 
• SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

C L A I M S , explain 
f i r s t ' • 

• o ldes t ' • 

' on ly ' • 

^ f u n c t i o n s 

WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 

CURRENTLY: 

^ d a t e s of initial construction: 
major alterations: 
historic ovents: 

I ETHNIC GROUP 
' ASSOCIATION 

^ a r c h i t e c t u r a l style(s)- karchiteot ^master builder: neer: 

^landscape arohiteot/ garden designer: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: artist: partisan: ^builder/oontractor: 

| N A M E S give role date 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

^NATIONAL R E G I S T E R W R I T E - U P 

rev iawrrs i n i t i a l s . _date_ IIF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER & PUT ON REVERSEI 


