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1 DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Aue Stagecoach Inn Complex i s an outstanding h i s t o r i c a l s i t e , 
representing a broad, evolutionary spectrum of architectural styles as well as 
the changing needs of the Max Aue family and the Leon Springs community. Con­
structed between the years 1850 and 1880, the group of buildings represent the 
simple immigrant-Germanic construction which was common to the area, as well as 
the more sophisticated and refined t r a n s i t i o n a l Greek Revival/Victorian style. 

The Max Aue House and Store, b u i l t around 1855, was the f i r s t to be 
constructed on the s i t e . The structure consists of 1 1/2 stories with a high 
pitched roof and r e f l e c t s the vernacular Germanic saltbox form. The house, which 
is constructed of 14" thick limestone rubble'walls with lime mortar, consists of 
a cellar reached by now enclosed exterior stone steps, a ground floor composed of 
two rooms o r i g i n a l l y used as a dry goods store, and an a t t i c l o f t used as l i v i n g 
quarters reached by a small i n t e r i o r staircase. The i n t e r i o r walls are white­
washed, with a soft lime plaster. This saltbox configuration features a three-
bay porch defined beneath the high pitched gable roof, an exterior chimney, and 
wood framed doors and windows. In order to convert the structure to i t s present 
use, a restaurant, numerous wood frame structures were attached to the rear 
during the 1970's to f a c i l i t a t e a commercial kitchen, cold storage, and an indoor 
dining room. 

Soon aft e r construction of the House and Store, Max Aue married, and 
b u i l t a new structure. This second structure, also b u i l t around 1855, i s a double 
pen dogtrot form and i s a good prototype of provinciail building practices of the 
19th century f r o n t i e r . The pens are constructed of unfashioned cedar logs, 
spliced at the corners with "V" notching and are sheltered beneath a gable roof 
which extends over the south facade to form a porch across trhe front of the building. 
An exterior chimney (now enclosed), was v i s i b l e on the east facade of the building 
and a stone flue was b u i l t i n t o the i n t e r i o r of the west wall to accommodate a 
stove. A shed addition was constructed on the north side of the building and 
refl e c t s the double pen form. Although the structure i s currently used for 
commercial purposes, i t i s i n a good state of preservation and not only exemplifies 
the provincial dogtrot s t y l e , but also the evolution of the house as i t was 
adapted to suit the changing needs of i t s owners. 

B u i l t for Max Aue i n 1878 by builder B. Grossenbacher, the Aue House 
and Hotel was o r i g i n a l l y a two-story stone structure with a two-story wooden 
gallery on two facades. The ground floor served as the family residence while 
the second f l o o r , reached by an exterior stairway, was rented as transient 
lodging. The walls are pierced with wooden doors and six-over-six double hung 
windows. The o r i g i n a l gallery was trimmed with Victorian jigsaw d e t a i l i n g ; t h i s 
gallery has since been replaced with a sympathetic, though inaccurate reconstruction. 
The structure i s topped with a hipped roof of standing seam metal. Through the 
years, the structure was expanded with a series of one-story additions which 
eventually connected t h i s structure to the e a r l i e r log house. Despite the 
gallery reconstruction, the Hotel retains enough of the o r i g i n a l h i s t o r i c fabric 
to be considered e l i g i b l e for inclusion on the National Register. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Established i n approximately 1855 on the San Antonio-Boerne Stage Road, 
the Aue Stagecoach Jnn Complex represents a si g n i f i c a n t element i n Texas history 
i n the areas of architectural history, ethnic influence on,architecture, and 
transportion. This three-structure complex i s an excellent example of simple 
Germanic construction, conraion to t h i s area, as well as a provincial interpretation 
of the t r a n s i t i o n a l Greek Revival-Victorian s t y l e . The evolution of transportation 
i n the west, from horse, to t r a i n to automobile, i s mirrored i n the evolution of 
the complex, from house/store/stagestop to hotel to 20th century automobile-
related structures located nearby. 

Max Aue came to Texas from Germany i n the 1850's with the wave of immigrants 
who fled t h e i r native European lands due to economic depression and famine. 
Travelling inland to the h i l l country, Aue procured a t r a c t of land from John 0. 
Meuseback i n 1852. This t r a c t i s located approximately one-fourth of a mile from 
Leon Springs, a part of the Salado Creek watershed that was formerly used by the 
Comanches as a pamping ground. Also i n the v i c i n i t y i s the f i r s t stop on the famed 
Chisolm T r a i l , located on the nearby Maverick Ranch. Around 1855, Max Aue erected 
a structure u t i l i z i n g l o c a l l y available materials and a form i d e n t i f i e d as pioneer 
Germanic which r e f l e c t s the vernacular German salt box house. Aue's building 
served as a store for the surrounding ranch community, a residence for himself, 
and provided the f i r s t stop on the San Antonio-Boerne Stage Road, which was the 
major route between San Antonio and the settlements i n the eastern portion of the 
predominantly German H i l l Country. The store, at that time, was one day's journey 
from San Antonio (south) and Boerne (north), and therefore enjoyed great popularity 
as a result of i t s strategic location. 

The following year, Aue married and b u i l t a log house for his bride. The 
house, constructed of unfashioned cedar logs spliced at the corners with "V" 
notching, i s a double-pen dog t r o t type, t y p i c a l of vernacular structures of the 
19th century f r o n t i e r . The changing needs of the Aue family are reflected i n the 
19th century additions to the log structure, which exists today i n r e l a t i v e l y good 
condition, an outstanding and rare example of a once-common building type. 

The continued s e t t l i n g of the fro n t i e r , and the advent of the railroads i n 
Texas i n i t i a t e d more t r a v e l throughout the state, and thus the need for lodging 
steadily increased. In 1878 Max Aue constructed the Aue Hotel on his property. 
The structure, a two-story stone edifice with a standing-seam metal hipped roof, 
reflected both the Greek Revival and Victorian s t y l i s t i c developments with the two-
story veranda enclosed i n a simple balustrade and the Victorian cut-out t r i m . The 
Aue household occupied the ground floor while the second floor provided lodging 
for transients. Single-story additions eventually incorporated the two-story hotel 
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with the dog t r o t structure. The construction of the San Antonio-Aransas Pass 
Railroad brought an i n f l u x of tr a v e l l e r s through the Leon Springs area. A depot 
(no longer standing) was located on a spur from the ra i l r o a d l i n e and stood 
approximately 50 yards from the inn complex. 
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THE LEON SPRINGS MERCANTILE COMPANY 
ROUTE 8, BOX 561, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78229, (512) 698-1791 

July 18, 1979 Re: H32-NR 

William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Serv. 
Pension Building 
440G Street, 
VJashington, DC 20243 

Dear Sir: 

I am most anxious that the property known as the 

Aue Stagecoach Inn be included on the National 

Register. Both i t s German colonial architecture 

and i t s role as a trading post and stagecoach stop 

e n t i t l e i t to a place on the National Register. 

Please l e t me know i f anything i n the nominating 

form needs c l a r i f i c a t i o n or amplification. 

Sincerly, 

Stephen A. Spence 
President, Leon Springs Mercantile Co. 

. kit 
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