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The Aue Stagecoach Inn Complex is an outstanding historical site,
representing a broad, evolutionary spectrum of architectural styles as well as
the changing needs of the Max Aue family and the Leon Springs community. Con-
structed between the years 1850 and 1880, the group of buildings represent the
simple immigrant-Germanic construction which was common to the area, as well as
the more sophisticated and refined transitional Greek Revival/Victorian style.

The Max Aue House and Store, built around 1855, was the first to be
constructed on the site. The structure consists of 1 1/2 stories with a high
pitched roof’' and reflects the vermnacular Germanic saltbox’ form. ‘Theé'house, which
is constructed: of’ 14" thick limestone ‘rubble'walls with lime mortar, ' consists''of
a cellar reached by mow enclosed exterior stone steps, a ground floor composed of
two rooms originally used as a dry goods store, and an attic loft used as living
quarters reached by a small interior staircase. The interior walls are white-
washed, with a soft lime plaster. This saltbox configuration features a three-
bay porch defined beneath the high pitched gable roof, an exterior chimney, and
wood framed doors and windows. In order to convert the structure to its present
use, a restaurant, numerous wood frame structures were attached to the rear
during the 1970's to facilitate a commercial kitchen, cold storage, and an indoor
dining room.

Soon after construction of the House and Store, Max Aue married, and
built a new structure. This second strtcture, ‘also built around 1855, is a double
pen dogtrot form and is a good prototype of ‘provincial building practices of the
19th century frontier. The pens are constructed of unfashioned cedar logs,
spliced at the corners with "V" notching and are sheltered beneath a gable roof
which extends over the south facade to form a porch across the front of the building.
An exterior chimney (now enclosed), was visible on the east facade of the building
and a stone flue was built into the interior of the west wall to accommodate a
stove. A shed addition was constructed on the north side of the building and
reflects the double pen form. Although the structure is currently used for
commercial purposes, it is in a good state of preservation and not only exemplifies
the provincial dogtrot style, but also the evolution of the house as it was
adapted to suit the changing needs of its owners.

Built for Max Aue in 1878 by builder B. Grossenbacher, the Aue House
and Hotel was originally a two-story stone structure with a two-story wooden
gallery on two facades. The ground floor served as the family residence while
the second floor, reached by an exterior stairway, was rented as transient
lodging. The walls are pierced with wooden doors and six-over-six double hung
windows. The original gallery was trimmed with Victorian jigsaw detailing; this
gallery has since been replaced with a sympathetic, though inaccurate reconstruction.
The structure is topped with a hipped roof of standing seam metal. -Through the
years, the structure was expanded with a series of one-story additions which
eventually connected this structure to the earlier log house. Despite the
gallery reconstruction, the Hotel retains enough of the original historic fabric
to be considered eligible for inclusion on the National Register.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

 Established in approximately 1855 on, the San Antonio-Boerne Stage Road,
the Aue, Stagecoach Inn Complex represents. a, significant element in Texas history
in the areas of architectural history, ethnic influence on, axchitecture, -and
transportion. This three-structure complex is an excellent example of simple
Germanic construction, common to this area, as well as a provincial interpretation
of the transitional Greek Revival-Victorian style. The evolution of transportation
in the west, from horse, to train to automobile, is mirrored in the evolution of
the complex, from house/store/stagestop to hotel to 20th century automobile-
related structures located nearby.

Max Aue came to Texas from Germany in the 1850's with the wave of immigrants
who fled their native European lands due to economic depression and famine.
Travelling inland to the hill country, Aue procured a tract of land from John O.
Meuseback in 1852. ; This tract is located, approximately one-fourth of a mile from
Leon Springs, a part of the Salado Creek watershed that was formerly used by the
Comanches as a camping ground. Also, in the vicinity is the first stop on the famed
Chisolm Trail, located on the nearby Maverick Ranch. Around 1855, Max Aue erected
a structure utilizing locally available materials and a form identified as pioneer
Germanic which reflects the vernacular German salt box house. Aue's building
served as a store for the surrounding ranch community, a residence for himself, .,
and provided the first stop on the San Antonio-Boerne Stage Road, which was the
ma jor route between San Antonio and the settlements in the eastern portion of the
predominantly German Hill Country. The store, at that time, was one day's journey
from San Antonio (south) and Boerne (north), and therefore enjoyed great popularity
as a result of its strategic location.

The following year, Aue married and built a log house for his bride. The
house, constructed of unfashioned cedar logs spliced at the corners with "V"
notching, is a double-pen dog trot type, typical of vernacular structures of the
19th century frontier. The changing needs of the Aue family are reflected in the
19th century additions to the log structure, which exists today in relatively good
condition, an outstanding and rare example of a once-common building type.

The continued settling of the frontier, and the advent of the railroads in
Texas initiated more travel throughout the state, and thus the need for lodging
steadily increased. 1In 1878 Max Aue constructed the Aue Hotel on his property.
The structure, a two-story stone edifice with a standing-seam metal hipped roof,
reflected both the Greek Revival and Victorian stylistic developments with the two-
story veranda enclosed in a simple balustrade and the Victorian cut-out trim. The
Aue household occupied the ground floor while the second floor provided lodging
for transients. Single-story additions eventually incorporated the two-story hotel
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with the dog trot structure. The construction of the San Antonio-Aransas Pass
Railroad brought an influx of travellers through the Leon Springs area. A depot
(no longer standing) was located on a spur from the railroad line and stood
approximately 50 yards from the inn complex.

The development of the automobile brought travelers and changes in the needs of
the community. In 1925 Rudolph Aue, Max's son, built a gas station which became
know as Rudy's Corner. 1In the 1930's the station was expanded to provide a bar.
Gradually the need for the inn declined. Today the Inn Complex has been developed
into a restaurant with both indoor and outdoor facilities. The original stone
house has been enlarged to provide the mechanical facilities for the operation of
the restaurant. The outdoor area between this house and the 1878 house/hotel has

been converted to outdoor dining. The log house is currently used as a commercial
retail space.
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Aue Stagecoach Inn
Intersection of Boerne Stage Road and IH 10
Leon Springs, Bexar County, Texas

Photo by Steve Tillotson, 1978
East facade of House and Store (blt. 1855)
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Aue Stagecoach Inn

Intersection of Boerne Stage Road and IH 10
Leon Springs, Bexar County, Texas

Photo by Steve Tillotson, 1978

North facade of Aue House and Store (blt. 1858)
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Aue Stagecoach Inn
Intersection of Boerne Stage Road and IH 10
Leon Springs, Bexar County, Texas

Photo by Steve Tillotson, 1978

South elevation of dog trot building, showing
east pen and stone addition. Wood frame
building is old kitchen. West elevation of
Hotel (1878) visible above kitchen.

Do &
Photo #;§?7 JUN 6 1979 AG 11919






Aue Stagecoach Inn
Intersection of Boerne Stage Road and IH 10
Leon Springs, Bexar County, Texas

Photo by Steve Tillotson, 1978

North facade of stone shed addition to dog
ek,
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Aue Stagecoach Inn
Intersection of Boerne Stage Road and IH 10

Leon Springs, Bexar County, Texas

Photo by Steve Tillotson, 1978

South elevation of west pen of dog trot bldg.
Photo # D‘% 9

JUN 6 1979
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Aue Stagecoach Inn
Intersection of Boerne Stage Road and IH 10
Leon Springs, Bexar County, Texas

Photo by Steve Tillotson, 1978

North elevation of old kitchen, dog trot
addition, and dog trot shed addition.

Photo #6 %{7
JUN © 1979 Do E






Aue Stagecoach Inn

Intersection of Boerne Stage Road and IH 10
Leon Springs, Bexar County, Texas

Photo by Steve Tillotson, 1978

South elevation of dog trot building.

Photo # 74 7
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Aue Stagecoach Inn .
Intersection of Boerne Stage Road and IH 10
Leon Springs, Bexar County, Texas

Photo by Steve Tillotson, 1978
Southeast oblique of Hotel (blt. 1878)

Photo #8 Jf7
JUN 6 1979 LOE
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Aue Stagecoach Inn
Intersection of Boerne Stage Road and IH 10
Leon Springs, Bexar County, Texas

Photo by Steve Tillotson, 1978
North facade of Hotel (blt. 1978)

Photo #9 % g

DoE

(@)
C



3290000m. . |

6243 11l NE
(JACK MOUNTAIN)

UNITED S8TATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

525000m.E, | 2 MI. TO I-10

COMFORT 22 M/ 6243 | SW
BOERNE 3.8 MI. 30| (BOERNE) |

VAN RAUB QUADRANGLE

7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC)
98°37'30"

0 v:
Ky
—_A
e
K N
A\

i

) \ﬂ NS
TN = ] 65
NN

98°45' 2080000 FEET

Mapped by the Army Map Service _
Edited and published by the Geological Survey

Control by USGS, NOS/NOAA, and USCE

Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial photographs
taken 1952. Field annotated 1953. Revised by Geological Survey
from aerial photographs taken 1966. Field checked 1967

Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum
10,000-foot grid based on Texas coordinate system,
south central zone

1000-metre Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks,
zone 14, shown in blue

Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence lines

Revisions shown in purple compiled by the Geological Survey from
aerial photographs taken 1973 This information not field checked

4=

~ \
S\
7

0°09' |

3 MILS

UTM GRID AND 1973 MAGNETIC NORTH
DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET

—

75

W=

7

i

2 W

\ /\ g

— & A7
P
g 3

ey ‘

——— = i\ //
e, - (L
- > 1394

N [ 155
N\ 3 ar
N | .. | Vi
- ¥ 4

i

e
wié

e

530! (HELOTES) 3 MI. TO TEIX.
6243 11 SW

SCALE 1:24 000
0

1000 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 FEET
T : T ; T )

1 5 0 1 KILOMETRE

[ ——— ——— ———
CONTOUR INTERVAL 10 FEET

NATIONAL GEODETIC VERTICAL DATUM OF 1929

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS
FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, DENVER, COLORADO 80225, OR RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092
A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

® ® INTERIOR—GEDLOGICAL SURVEY, RESTON, VIRGINIA—1975

ROAD CLASSIFICATION

Light-duty road, hard or
improved surface ..

1 MILE . .
Primary highway,

Secondary highway,

D Interstate Route D u.

Unimproved road.
S. Route Q State Route

RECEn

PHOTOREVISED 1973
AMS 6243 Il NW - SERIES V882

(CAMP BULLIS)
6243 11 NE

29°45'

- 690 000

42'30"

k mi 1o TEX. 1604 =<

AUE STAGECOACH INN
INTERSECTION OF BOERNE STAGE RP AND INTERSTATE HWY 10

32780fom. N,

BEXAR COUNTY TEXAS

LEON SPRINGS,

AN 59037300

VAN RAUB, TEX.
N2937.5-W9837.5,/7.5

98°37'30"

(™
2%

LA
5

L’

@<,
<\<®/

O/3z81520

14/53595

UTM REFERENCE.:




RAoe gﬁqscoﬁc“ vHen
G| ‘

(4 (79 (?%)
THE LEON SPRINGS MERCANTILE COMPANY
ROUTE 8, BOX 561, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78229, (512) 698-1791
JEAe. LourTy

July 18, 1979 L e Re: H32-NR

William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Serv.
Pension Building

440G Street, NW

Washington, DC 20243

Dear Sir:

I am most anxious that the property known as the
Aue Stagecoach Inn be included on the National

Register. Both its German colonial architecture
and its role as a trading post and stagecoach stop
entitle it to a place on the National Register.
Please let me know if anything in the nominating
form needs clarification or amplification.

Sincerly,

Stephen A. Spence
President, Leon Springs Mercantile Co.

ey

THE SETTLEMENT INN ) RUDY'S CORNER [} LEON SPRINGS PROPERTIES (') LEON SPRINGS HARDWARE COMPANY [ THE LEON SPRINGS HOTEL
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
sTaTe LEXAS

Date Entered AUG ' 1979

Name Location

( Aue Stagecoach Inn San Antonio vicinity
Bexar County

Somervell County Courthouse Glen Rose
Somervell County

Wooldridge Park Austin
Travis County

Also Notified

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen

Honorable John G. Tower State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Tom Loeffler Mr. Truett Latimer :
Honorable Marvin Leath Executive Director

Honorable J. J. (Jake) Pickle Texas State Historical Commission

P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station
Austin, Texas 78711

<:jfi—_— Byers/bjr 8/6/79

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.




