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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Kell house is a two-story, brick, Neo-Classical Revival building 
exhibiting a hipped roof, wide bracketed eaves, and double hung single-
glazed windows with limestone l i n t e l s and s i l l s . The symmetrical front 
(east) facade is dominated by a massive, flat-roofed, two-story portico 
supported by four Doric coluimis. The portico is broken at the second 
floor level by a balustraded porch which extends beyond the main portico 
on either side to form rounded, one-story bays supported by smaller Ionic 
columns. The bays continue the balustrade on both the f i r s t and second 
floor levels. The portico roof p a r t i a l l y obscures a large gable dormer 
on the roof behindj smaller hipped dormers are present over projecting 
wings on the north and south facades. 

The house was probably designed by elaborating a less complex, center-
h a l l , pattern book plan of rectangular shape. On this the architects 
(Jones and Orlopp, a local firm) superimposed the elaborate portico and 
bays; to the rear they extended the rectangle to include a large octagonal 
dining room, smaller dining room, kitchen, and related service rooms. 
The usual dining room area to one side of the center-hall plan was thus 
released to provide space for an unusually large, oak-psmeled entry with 
end fireplace amd massive side staircase. This area, with dark-brown 
staining and coffered ceiling, contrasts dramatically with the adjacent 
formal l i v i n g room which has light-colored plaster walls, elaborate wall 
and comice mouldings, and a sculpted wood and plaster mantle. Much of 
the original furniture, late American Victorian in style, was bought 
from the Sanger Bros, i n Dallas and remains in the house. 

The only significant alteration to the house appears to be a harmonious 
one-story l i b r a r y wing added to the north facade ca, 1925. The original 
architectural drawings of the house survive and are i n the possession 
of the present owners. An early two-story, hipped-roof brick carriage 
house to the rear has been altered to provide a modem garage and over­
head servants quarters. The house remains in excellent condition and is 
now occupied by two daughters of the original owner. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The house is significant principally as the home of one of Wichita Falls* 
pioneer merchants and railroad builders, Frank Kell (l859-l9M)» whose 
ac t i v i t i e s were pivotal i n the early growth of the town. 

Kell, who b u i l t the house in 1909 and occupied i t u n t i l his death i n 19^1, 
was bom in Clifton (Bosque County) Texas. An energetic and largely 
self-educated man, he operated grain export and milling enterprises at 
Clifton and at Galveston. 

In 1897 Kell moved to Wichita Falls to join his brother-in-law, J.A. Kemp, 
as a grain merchant. At that time the town had a population of 2,000 
(1910-8,000; 1920-^0,000? 1977-100,000). The partners soon became i n ­
volved in acquiring and developing local railroads to encourage their 
expanding grain business. Through their efforts r a i l lines were extended 
in a l l directions from Wichita Falls, which thus became a transportation 
hub. This, i n tum, led to the city's dominance as a regional center of 
trade and commerce. Kell's railroads were ultimately sold to become part 
of the Missouri-Kansas-Texas, Santa Fe, and Missouri - Pacific systems. 

Kell was active in many other business and civic enterprises. He orga­
nized the town's f i r s t electric company and, in l909t he and Kemp developed 
i t s f i r s t street railway. In 1911 they b u i l t i t s f i r s t major office 
building. In I 9 l ^ Kell was elected to the board of the newly created 
Eleventh Federal Reserve D i s t r i c t . In 1929 he sold his extensive milling 
and grain enterprise to General Mills (Minneapolis) but was active i n 
other business interests u n t i l his death i n 19^. The house is currently 
owned and occupied by two of Kell's daughters. 
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