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March 7, 1978 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Dept. of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed are the documents we are submitting to the Texas H i s t o r i c a l 
Coiranission to secure a h i s t o r i c a l marker for the Klockman/ Elzner House. 
The house i s an excellent example of a "turn of the century", Victorian, 
middle class dwelling. We f e e l that i t i s a suitable candidate for l i s t i n g 
i n the National Register of Historic Places. 

Sincerly, 

Dry & Mrjr. Robert H. Carpenter 
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KLOCKMAN-ELZNER HOUSE 

Prior to 1867 when C. B. Maynard, Sr. purchased the 
land as a large farm l o t section, the land that the Klockman-
Elzner house s i t s on was owned by at least three d i f f e r e n t 
men. He b u i l t his homestead on the northern part of t h i s 
large section.^ At his death i n 1892, he w i l l e d the section 
that the Klockman-Elzner house s i t s on to his daughter Lula 
Hood.-̂  Mrs. Hood, a widow, sold the land i n 1894 to Mrs. 
Henry Klockman.'* Bastrop Tax Records show that taxes i n ­
creased appreciably on the land and improvements i n 1895, 
which indicates the house was b u i l t i n that year.^ Further 
proof of t h i s can be gathered through information from o r a l 
and w r i t t e n interviews with Mrs. Lela Smith of Bastrop, 
Mrs. E. N. Sowell of Georgetown, and Mrs. V i r g i l Gray of 
Bastrop.^ The land and residence was kept by Mrs. Klockman 
u n t i l 1910 when she sold i t to Mr. and Mrs. P. 0. Elzner, 
Jr.', son of P. 0. Elzner, Sr. who was a prosperous business 
man of Bastrop. The Elzners kept the house u n t i l 1926, when 
i t was sold to Mr. and Mrs. D. P. Holland.^ The house re­
mained with the Hollands u n t i l Mrs. Holland's death when she 
w i l l e d the house and land to the Episcopal Diocese of Texas.9 
The church kept the property u n t i l 1960 when Clyde Clardy 
purchased the land and h o u s e . T h e property was sold twice 
more before being sold t o the present owners. Dr. and Mrs. 
Robert H. Carpenter.H 

The present property i s one and o n e - f i f t h acres of land 
more or less, being a part of farm l o t s 17 and 18, East of 
Main Street i n the town of Bastrop, Bastrop County, Texas. 
Currently the address i s 1303 Pecan, the land being boxond on 
the west side by Pecan Street and the south side by Beech 
Street. The house faces west toward Pecan Street. 

The o r i g i n a l house i s a one story frame ornate Victorian 
residence with projecting f r o n t bay window console over 
coupled windows. The o r i g i n a l front porch was L-shaped con­
forming to the l i n e s of the f r o n t of the house with the step 
approach at the r i g h t a n g l e . A mirror image sun porch was 
present on the southeast corner of the house. The house i s 
constructed of pine from the local area; i t s 36" high brick 
pier and pine beam construction with open s i l l box board 
walls and large a t t i c helps to allow cooling. The ext e r i o r 
siding i s 6" beveled pine with corners framed and molded with 
1 x 6 pine and quarterround. The roof was o r i g i n a l l y cedar 
shingle; i t s highest point being 26' above ground. There 
were o r i g i n a l l y f i v e (5) large rooms with a large dog run h a l l , 



There were three (3) porches, a large walk-in pantry, a 
lean-to type bathroom and three (3) coal burning f i r e places. 
The rooms boast cooling t r a n s i t s and decorative s i l l s with 
button corners around the 7' windows and the doorways. 
There were 12' c e i l i n g s and hardwood f l o o r s , and the i n t e r i o r 
walls were wallpapered. There were three (3) out buildings, 
one being a blacksmith shop on the south side of the property. 

I t cannot be proven as to whether Mr. Henry Klockman, 
the o r i g i n a l owner of the house, b u i l t the house himself or 
had i t b u i l t by another contractor. I t i s known that Mr. 
Klockman ran the blacksmith shop that he b u i l t u n t i l his death 
in 1897.13,14 Mr. Klockman was born i n 1852 and l i t t l e 
geneology i s available except through his wife's nieces. He 
l e f t one son at his death f o r his widow to care f o r , and she 
did t h i s by taking i n boarders. After her son l e f t home, her 
nieces stayed with her at night because of the male boarders. 
She married Mr. Reinhart Gemeinert, who died a few years l a t e r , 
i n 1908. She sold and financed the property to P. 0. Elzner, 
Jr. i n 1910 and held the note u n t i l 1926 when D. P. Holland 
purchased the property. 

The f i r s t remodeling was done on the house i n the f a l l 
of 1926 15, a f t e r a f i r e had done some damage t o the southeast 
side i n the spring of 1926.16 The remodeling was to repair 
f i r e damage, expand the f r o n t porch to the present day look 
of turned columns with jigsaw cut brackets and balusters, 
screen the southeast sun porch, and make a second indoor bath­
room out of part of the southeast porch.17 After Mr. Holland's 
death, Mrs. Holland made an apartment from the southwest part 
of the house. She kept an extensive diary about these renters, 
and a number of i n t e r e s t i n g things can be read about some of 
Bastrop's leading c i t i z e n s who l i v e d there as young adults.18 

No further work was done on the house u n t i l the 1960's 
when Clyde Clardy purchased the property. Work was done on 
the foundation, and l a t h i n g was put around the base of the 
house. Further work was done by removing the lean-to bathroom 
and making another bathroom out of part of the dining room. 
The walk-in pantry was removed to enlarge the kitchen area.l^ 

The l a s t remodeling occurred i n 1976 by the present 
owners. Dr. and Mrs. Robert H. Carpenter. The southeast porch 
was removed and a 424 square foot den with woodburning f i r e ­
place was added. The east porch was enclosed t o gain a 100 
square foot u t i l i t y space. The e x t e r i o r siding t o the new 
additions were specially m i l l e d to match the old siding. There 
was renovation of both the i n t e r i o r and e x t e r i o r . A covered 
walkway t o a 800 square foot garage, b u i l t t o resemble a 
carriage house, was added to the east of the house. 



Landscaping i s being done to return beauty to the 
tree shaded lawn. An e f f o r t i s being made to plant an 
orchard l i k e the one that once stood on the east property 
l i n e . 

With the remodeling that has been done over the 82 
years that the house has stood, actually very l i t t l e has 
been changed as can be seen from the present f l o o r plan 
and that drawn by Mrs. Sowell who hadn't seen the house 
i n approximately 70 years. 

The Klockman-Elzner house has great a r c h i t e c t u a l and 
h i s t o r i c a l significance f o r Texas as demonstrated by i t s 
being selected as one of Bastrop's homes i n the National 
Registry of H i s t o r i c a l Places. By awarding the Klockman-
Elzner house an o f f i c i a l Texas H i s t o r i c a l Building Medal­
l i o n , the Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission would be adding a 
fine old home to the l i s t of h i s t o r i c a l structures preserved 
for the future. 



Footnotes: 

1. Bastrop County Deed Records show Jno. Carmer e t a l . 
sold t o P. R. Turner (Volume L, Page 350) the land, 
P. R. Turner sol d P. R. Smith the land (Volume N, 
Page 30) and P. R. Smith sold C. B. Maynard, Sr. the 
land (Volume N, Page 391)^ 

2. Oral i n t e r v i e w w i t h Mrs. E a r l Denison granddaughter o f 
C. B. Maynard, Sr. 

3. A f t e r a settlement through probate c o u r t , Lula Hood 
i n h e r i t e d s a i d s e c t i o n of land (Volume K, Pages 577-
580 Probate Court Records). 

4. The deed i s recorded i n Volume 23, Page 131 of the 
Bastrop County Deed Records. 

5. A copy of Tax Records i s enclosed which shows the 
tax l i s t i n g of the land and improvements. 

6. Mrs. Lela Smith of Bastrop, niece of Mrs. Klockman, 
and Mrs. V i r g i l Gray, niece of Mrs. P. 0. Elzner, J r . 
of Bastrop, were o r a l l y i n t e r v i e w e d i n August 1977. 
Mrs. E. N. Sowell of Georgetown, who i s the niece of 
Mrs. Klockman and l i v e d w i t h her aunt when she took i n 
boarders, added g r e a t l y t o i n f o r m a t i o n on the house 
through correspondence. 

7. This deed t r a n s a c t i o n i s recorded i n Volume 48, Page 
325 i n the Bastrop County Deed Records. 

8. This t r a n s a c t i o n can be found i n Volume 81, Page 615 
of Bastrop County Deed Records. 

9. The deed t r a n s a c t i o n i s found i n Volume 153, Page 105 
of the Bastrop County Deed Records. 

10. This t r a n s a c t i o n i s recorded i n Volume 153, Page 170 
of the Bastrop County Records. 

11. This t r a n s a c t i o n i s recorded i n Book D, Volume 24 3, 
Page 32 8 of the Bastrop County Records. 

12. This view i s seen i n the o l d photograph taken i n 1912 
which appeared i n a Bastrop County F a i r Book of Old 
Homes and F a i r events. A copy of t h i s photograph i s 
enclosed. 



13. Smith and Sowell, op. c i t . note the l e t t e r dated 
August 3, 1977. 

14. This i s taken from gravemarker i n Fairview Cemetary, 
Bastrop, Texas. He died i n t e r s t a t e ; thereby he l e f t 
no exact date. 

15. During the remodeling of 1976, a removed siding 
board was discovered to have the names of three 
Bastrop carpenters and the date December 6, 1926, 
wr i t t e n on i t . 

16. The f i r e i s l o c a l h i s t o r y and was t o l d by Mr. Robert 
E. Jenkins, Sr. i n an oral interview i n August 1977. 

17. This information was given by Mrs. Holland's nephew 
Mr. William Higgins, who l i v e d with his aunt from 
time to time. 

18. Mrs. Holland's d i a r i e s are preserved i n the Bastrop 
County Museum. 

19. These statements were made i n August by Clyde Clardy. 

20. Sowell, op. c i t . , note l e t t e r August 3, 1977. 


