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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The monument was constructed of native white limestone quarried and
shaped in the area of Comfort. The base has three unequal tiers.

The lowest is about 9'-6" square; the middle tier is 5'-9" square;

the upper tier is 5'-5" square. (These are existing dimensions,

the existing tiers cover the original stone tiers.) In the case

of the middle tier, the existing and the original dimensions are the
same. The four faces of the main section of the monument are carved
to form recessed panels, each inscribed with different wording.

This section is constructed of four pieces of stone. "True der Union"
is engraved on the front panel. The panel to the right contains the
names of those captured and murdered after the battle. The next, the
names of those 19 men who were killed in action at the Battle of the
Nueces, and the fourth panel the names of those who were killed two
months later attempting to cross the Rio Grande River. The main
section is capped with two large stones, which together were carved
to form four pediments, resembling Greco-Roman forms. The four
corners of the pediment have simplified shapes which recall classical
acanthus leaf finials. From this pedimented cap, an obelisk rises

to a height of 8'-9". This part of the monument is made of three
separate stones, set one upon the next. The entire structure is
about 18' tall and is surrounded with a triple strand of chains, natu-
rally-swagged between obelisk-shaped posts. These posts are dupli-
cates of the original stone posts. There are twelve posts, arranged
to form three panels per side, a square of thirty feet per side. ‘
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This monument has a three-fold significance for Comfort, for German-
Texans, for Texas and for the Nation.

First of all, "Treue der Union" monument is the only community monument
within a participant Civil War state to honor the 'other side'; and

has often been referred to as "the only Union monument south of the
Mason-Dixon Line."

Secondly, it stands as the single most important symbol honoring the
loyalty and courage of the more than 20,000 Germans who immigrated
to Texas in the mid-1800s.

Finally, it may also be the only monument in the Nation responsible for
the survival of a community. Many students of the German immigration
believe that this monument was the principal reason why Comfort, only
12 years old when the monument was erected in 1866, survived, while
similar German settlements vanished into history. The only apparent
significant difference was that Comfort had a monument symbolizing the
very roots of the people in their new land. To desert the young
settlement would have meant both an abandonment of those consecrated by
"treue der Union," and a symbolic rejection of the principal value for
which they died, loyalty to country.

This monument is dedicated specifically to 36 predominantly German-born
Americans who died because of their loyalty to the United States. It
was erected above - common grave, in which were interred their remains,
retrieved from a tragic, South Texas battle site at the war's end.

Texas' secession from the Union to join the Confederacy in 1861 was
strongly opposed by the German settlers, many of whom had just sworn
their allegiance to the Union as new citizens. Rather than renounce
this oath by swearing the newly-required oath to the Confederacy, in
frustration, some 65 young men of the German-populated counties of
Kendall, Kerr and Gillespie chose instead to escape to Mexico. From
there, many hoped to join Union forces and fight for their beliefs.
Few succeeded.
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After the ninth day of riding, and less than 50 miles from safety and
freedom, the small band was savagely attacked in the pre-dawn hours of
August 10, 1862 in its bivouac near the Nueces River by a Confederate
cavalry force. 1In the ensuing battle, 19 of them were killed and

nine others brutally murdered after capture. According to a DALLAS
MORNING NEWS article (May 5, 1929) it was "The Blackest Crime in

Texas Warfare." The survivors scattered and were relentlessly
pursued. Two months later, on October 17, others were killed or
drowned in the Rio Grande River in a final desperate attempt to
escape. Eight of their names are on the monument.

Nearly every family in the eight-year old community had lost a member.
When the war ended, survivors returned to Comfort, after having fought
for the Union in later campaigns, and led a group of fellow citizens

to the site of the massacre. The bleached, unburied bones were gathered,
returned to Comfort and interred in the common grave on a low rise over-
looking the settlement.

A January 20, 1866, article in HARPER'S WEEKLY reporting the burial,
ended with:

"Small in number, far away from the patriotic heart and the strong
arm of the loyal North, surrounded by fierce enemies of the Union, those
brave and devoted Germans offered their lives as a holy protest---".

A year after the burial and on the fourth anniversary of the Battle of
the Nueces, the completed monument was dedicated. Annual pilgrimages
soon became traditional. Particularly significant were the 25th, 50th,
75th and centennial commemorations. Plans are being made for a special
ceremony in 1979, the occasion of the 125th anniversary of the founding
of Comfort, and 117 years after the Battle of the Nueces.
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Treue der Union Monument
Comfort, Kendall County, Texas

Al Scott, February 1978
Negative in personal file »

’ NOV 2 & 1678
East facade showing the front
panel with the carved monument
title, "Trewe der Union."
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Treue der Union Monument

Comfort, Kendall County, Texas
400 block of High St.

Al Scott, February 1978
Negative in personal file

South facade listing those killed at the Rio
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Treue der Union Monum@n%yN 2 1978

Comfort, Kendall County, Texas

N |

Al Scott, February 1978 fji““
Negative in personal file

West facade showing the panel
including the names of the men
who died at the Battle of Nueces.
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Treue der Union Monument
Comfort, Kendall County, Texas
400 block of High St.

Al Scott, February 1978
Negative in personal file

North facade listing those caught and murdered
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Treue der Union Monument
gomfort, Kendall County, Texas
400 block of High St.

Photographer unknown 1881

Copy negative filed at the Texas Historical
Commission

JUN 5 1978
MOV 2 9 1978
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE TEXAS
Date Entereda MOV 2 9 1978
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Name Location
Navarro, Jose Antonio, Elementary School San Antonio
Bexar County
( Treue der Union Monument Comfort
Kendall County

Strain, W. A., House Lancaster
Dallas County

Wichita Falls Route Building Wichita Falls
Wichita County

Also Notified

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen

Honorable John G. Tower State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Henry B. Gonzalez Mr. Truett Latimer

Honorable Robert C. Krueger Executive Director

Honorable Olin E. Teague Texas State Historical Commission
Honorable Jack E. Hightower P.0. Box 12276, Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711

LByers/bjr 12/14/78
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Dear Mr. Herrington:

At its meeting June 9, the Texas State Board of Review approved 26 sites and
districts on the National Register for review by your office as possible
National Historic Landmarks. We understand that this action is appropriate,
. since the mechanism for nominating National Historic Landmarks has changed.
: Therefore, we would appreciate your directing the staff to mark the level of
significance of these National Register forms as being at the National level
and routing them through the National Historic Landmark division for

review and possible upgrading. The sites and districts are:

zwétﬂisBexar County - San Fernando Cathedral
&8Briscoe County - Lake Theo Folsom Site

Cherokee County - George C. Davis Site (41CE19)(A proposed addition
: H"““““'to the Davis Site was submitted June 27, 1979)
E1 Paso County - Hueco Tanks (41EP2)
C Presidio Chapel of San Elizario
_€Mission Socorro
& Ysleta Mission
sher County - Steadman Site (41FS2)
ci Galveston County - "01d Red" (Ashbel Smith Building)
X George Sealy House ‘
C Hutchinson County - Adobe Walls
C Karnes County - Panna Maria Historic District
€ Kendall County -.Treue der Union Monument
©Marion County - Jefferson Historic District
= C Menard County - Fort McKavett
¢ Nacogdoches County - 0il Springs 0il Field Discovery Well
Panola County - International Boundary Marker
C Pecos County - Canon Ranch Railroad Windmill
& Red River County - Kiomatia Mounds Archeological District
&Starr County - Roma Historic District
¢ Terrell County W Meyers-Springs Pictograph Site (41TE9)
eTravis County v French Legation
Val Verde County <Mile Canyon Archeological District
& Seminole Canyon Archeological District
« West of Pecos Railroad Camps District
< Victoria County - Fort St. Louis Site (41VT4)
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Additional information is enclosed for the George Sealy House. This material
recently became available upon the departure of the owner-occupant. Landmark
status would be especially valuable for the preservation of this house, since
it has been given to the University of Texas and its future use is uncertain.
Therefore, we are sending the photographs and report immediately and hope
that you might be able to review it first.

The decision on the aforementioned Register properties was made after lengthy
discussion and study by SHPO staff members, the Board of Review, and the State
Archeologist. We believe them to be of national importance, as evidenced by
the statements of significance already on file. If more information is needed,
please let me know.

Sta¥e Historic Preservation Officer
TL/cm

Enclosures

Mr. Charles Herrington

Acting Keeper of the National Register
0ffice of Archeology & Historic Preservation
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
Pension Building

440 G Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20243
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