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RECEtVEO ^ 

DATE ENTEi^ 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

iNAME 
HISTORIC "Treue der Union" Monument 

AND/OR COMMON 

C i v i l War Monument, Union Monument, Nueces Battlefield Monument 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

400 Block, High Street (Lot 122 of o r i g i n a l surŷ yĵ p̂ ĝ î̂ ^̂ iQ,̂  
CITY, TOWN 

Comfort VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

21st 
STATE 

'.'̂ exas 
CODE 

048 
COUNTY 

Kenda l l 
CODE 

259 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
—DISTRICT 

_-BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

??_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
X 
— PUBLIC 

—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
—OCCUPIED 
V 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES: RESTRICTED 
y 

i^YES: UNRESTRICTED 

— NO 

PRESENTUSE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHErtMonument 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 
C i t i z e n s o f C o m f o r t , T e x a s 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
C o m f o r t VICINITY OF 

STATE 
T e x a s 

Q L O C A T I O N O F LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC K e n d a l l C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 
B o e r n e 

STATE 
T e x a s 

Q REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

T e x a s H i s t o r i c a l L a n d m a r k 
DATE 
1 9 6 8 —FEDERAL X_STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 
DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEYRECORDS T e x a s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n 

CITY, TOWN 

A u s t i n 

STATE 

T e x a s 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE 

_ ^ 0 0 D —RUINS ?_ALTERED —MOVED DATE_ 

_FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The monument was constructed of n a t i v e white limestone q u a r r i e d and 
shaped i n the area of Comfort. The base has three unequal t i e r s . 
The lowest i s about 9'-6" square; the middle t i e r i s 5'-9" square; 
the upper t i e r i s 5'-5" square. (These are e x i s t i n g dimensions, 
the e x i s t i n g t i e r s cover the o r i g i n a l stone t i e r s . ) I n the case 
of the middle t i e r , the e x i s t i n g and the o r i g i n a l dimensions are the 
same. The fou r faces of the main s e c t i o n of the monument are carved 
t o form recessed panels, each i n s c r i b e d w i t h d i f f e r e n t wording. 
This s e c t i o n i s constructed of fo u r pieces of stone. "True der Union" 
i s engraved on the f r o n t panel. The panel t o the r i g h t contains the 
names of those captured and murdered a f t e r the b a t t l e . The next, the 
names of those 19 men who were k i l l e d i n a c t i o n a t the B a t t l e of the 
Nueces, and the f o u r t h panel the names of those who were k i l l e d two 
months l a t e r attempting t o cross the Rio Grande River. The main 
section i s capped w i t h two l a r g e stones, which together were carved 
t o form four pediments, resembling Greco-Roman forms. The fo u r 
corners of the pediment have s i m p l i f i e d shapes which r e c a l l c l a s s i c a l 
acanthus l e a f f i n i a l s . From t h i s pedimented cap, an o b e l i s k r i s e s 
t o a height of 8'-9". This p a r t of the monument i s made of three 
separate stones, set one upon the next. The e n t i r e s t r u c t u r e i s 
about 18' t a l l and i s surrounded w i t h a t r i p l e strand of chains, natu-
rally-swagged between obelisk-shaped posts. These posts are d u p l i ­
cates of the o r i g i n a l stone posts. There are twelve posts, arranged 
t o form three panels per side, a square of t h i r t y f e e t per side. 

• • • " • 



I SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTOHIC 

_1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

^ 8 0 0 1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

—ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

— LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Commemorative 

SPECIFIC DATES A u g u s t 1 0 , 1866 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This monument has a t h r e e - f o l d s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r Comfort, f o r Gerraan-
Texans, f o r Texas and f o r the Nation. 

F i r s t of a l l , "Treue der Union" monument i s the only community monument 
w i t h i n a p a r t i c i p a n t C i v i l War s t a t e t o honor the 'other side'; and 
has o f t e n been r e f e r r e d t o as "the only Union monument south of the 
Mason-Dixon Line." 

Secondly, i t stands as the s i n g l e most important symbol honoring the 
l o y a l t y and courage of the more than 20,000 Germans who immigrated 
t o Texas i n the raid-1800s. 

F i n a l l y , i t may also be the only monument i n the Nation responsible f o r 
the s u r v i v a l of a community. Many students of the German immigration 
b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s monument was the p r i n c i p a l reason why Comfort, only 
12 years o l d when the monument was erected i n 1866, survived, while 
s i m i l a r German settlements vanished i n t o h i s t o r y . The only apparent 
s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e was t h a t Comfort had a monument symbolizing the 
very r o o t s of the people i n t h e i r new land. To desert the young 
settlement would have meant both an abandonment of those consecrated by 
"treue der Union," and a symbolic r e j e c t i o n of the p r i n c i p a l value f o r 
which they d i e d , l o y a l t y t o country. 

This monument i s dedicated s p e c i f i c a l l y t o 36 predominantly German-born 
Americans who died because of t h e i r l o y a l t y t o the United States. I t 
was erected above - common grave, i n which were i n t e r r e d t h e i r remains, 
r e t r i e v e d from a t r a g i c . South Texas b a t t l e s i t e a t the war's end. 

Texas' secession from the Union t o j o i n the Confederacy i n 18 61 was 
st r o n g l y opposed by the German s e t t l e r s , many of whom had j u s t sworn 
t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e t o the Union as new c i t i z e n s . Rather than renounce 
t h i s oath by swearing the newly-required oath t o the Confederacy, i n 
f r u s t r a t i o n , some 65 young men of the German-populated counties of 
Kendall, Kerr and G i l l e s p i e chose instead t o escape t o Mexico. From 
there, many hoped t o j o i n Union forces and f i g h t f o r t h e i r b e l i e f s . 
Few succeeded. 
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A f t e r the n i n t h day of r i d i n g , and less than 50 miles from safety and 
freedom, the small band was savagely attacked i n the pre-dawn hours of 
August 10, 18 62 i n i t s bivouac near the Nueces River by a Confederate 
cavalry f o r c e . I n the ensuing b a t t l e , 19 of them were k i l l e d and 
nine others b r u t a l l y murdered a f t e r capture. According t o a DALLAS 
MORNING NEWS a r t i c l e (May 5, 1929) i t was "The Blackest Crime i n 
Texas Warfare." The su r v i v o r s s c a t t e r e d and were r e l e n t l e s s l y 
pursued. Two months l a t e r , on October 17, others were k i l l e d or 
drowned i n the Rio Grande River i n a f i n a l desperate attempt t o 
escape. Eight of t h e i r names are on the monument. 

Nearly every f a m i l y i n the eight-year o l d community had l o s t a member. 
When the war ended, s u r v i v o r s returned t o Comfort, a f t e r having fought 
f o r the Union i n l a t e r campaigns, and l e d a group of f e l l o w c i t i z e n s 
t o the s i t e of the massacre. The bleached, unburied bones were gathered, 
returned t o Comfort and i n t e r r e d i n the common grave on a low r i s e over­
looking the settlement. 

A January 20, 1866, a r t i c l e i n HARPER'S WEEKLY r e p o r t i n g the b u r i a l , 
ended w i t h : 

"Small i n number, f a r away from the p a t r i o t i c heart and the strong 
arm of the l o y a l North, surrounded by f i e r c e enemies of the Union, those 
brave and devoted Germans o f f e r e d t h e i r l i v e s as a holy p r o t e s t ". 

A year a f t e r the b u r i a l and on the f o u r t h anniversary of the B a t t l e of 
the Nueces, the completed monument was dedicated. Annual pilgrimages 
soon became t r a d i t i o n a l . P a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t were the 25th, 50th, 
75th and cen t e n n i a l commemorations. Plans are being made f o r a special 
ceremony i n 1979, the occasion of the 125th anniversary of the founding 
of Comfort, and 117 years a f t e r the B a t t l e of the Nueces. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Located on l o t 122 of the o r i g i n a l survey 
400 Block of High S t r e e t opposite Immanuel Lutheran Church 
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STATE 

Texas 
CODE COUNTY 

Kenda l l 
CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Comfort Task Force A p r i l 18, 1978 
ORGANIZATION 

Kendall County H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
DATE 
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STATE 

Texas 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered NOV 2 9 1978 

Name 

Navarro, Jose Antonio, Elementary School 

Treue der Union Monument 

Strain, W. A., Bouse 

Wichita Falls Route Building 

Location 

San Antonio 
Bexar County 

Comfort 
Kendall County 

Lancaster 
Dallas County 

Wichita Falls 
Wichita County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Lloyd M, Bentsen 
Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable Henry B. Gonzalez 
Honorable Robert C. Krueger 
Honorable Olln E. Teague 
Honorable Jack E. Hlghtower 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

NR Byers/bjr 12/14/78 



TRUETT LATIMER 
EXECCnVB DIRECTOR y XwTlS TEXAS 78711 

July 6, 1979 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

At its meeting June 9, the Texas State Board of Review approved 26 sites and 
districts on the National Register for review by your office as possible 
National Historic Landmarks. We understand that this action is appropriate, 
since the mechanism for nominating National Historic Landmarks has changed. 
Therefore, we would appreciate your directing the staff to mark the level of 
significance of these National Register forms as being at the National level 
and routing them through the National Historic Landmark division for 
review and possible upgrading. The sites and districts are: 

CTEl 

(41CE19)(A proposed addition 
27, 1979) 

oy^^-^^ Bexar County - San Fernando Cathedral 
^Briscoe County - Lake Theo Folsom Site 

"Cherokee County - George C. Davis Site 
to the Davis Site was submitted June 
Paso County - Hueco Tanks (41EP2) 

c-Presidio Chapel of San Elizario 
^Mission Socorro 

c Y s l e t a Mission 
Isher County - Steadman Site (41FS2) 

Galveston County - "Old^RedlL-CAshbel Smith Building) 
George Sealy House 

Hutchinson County - Adobe Walls 
C'Karnes County - Panna Maria Historic D is t r i c t 

Kendall County -Treue der Union Monument 
C'Marion County - Jefferson Historic D is t r i c t 

C Menard County - Fort McKavett 
c Nacogdoches County.- Oil Springs Oil Field Discovery Well 

Panola County - International Boundary Marker 
^ Pecos County - Canon Ranch Railroad Windmill 
t Red River County - Kiomatia Mounds Archeological Dis t r ic t 
^Starr County - Roma Historic D is t r i c t 

C'Terrell County v/'Meyers Springs Pictograph Site {41TE9) 
^Travis County •French Legation 

Val Verde County - iMi le Canyon Archeological D is t r ic t 
^Seminole Canyon Archeological D is t r ic t 
•»West of Pecos Railroad Camps Dis t r ic t 

c_Victor1a County - Fort St. Louis Site {41VT4) 



RECEIVED 

JUL 7 2 Wb 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Page Two 
July 6, 1979 

Additional information is enclosed for the George Sealy House. This material 
recently became available upon the departure of the owner-occupant. Landmark 
status would be especially valuable for the preservation of this house, since 
i t has been given to the University of Texas and its future use is uncertain. 
Therefore, we are sending the photographs and report immediately and hope 
that you might be able to review i t firs t . 

The decision on the aforementioned Register properties was made after lengthy 
discussion and study by SHPO staff members, the Board of Review, and the State 
Archeologist. We believe them to be of national importance, as evidenced by 
the statements of significance already on f i l e . If more information is needed, 
please let me know. 

Ti\^'t LatJim̂  
Stare Historic Preservation Officer 

11/cm 

Enclosures 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology & Historic Preservation 
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service 
Pension Building 
440 G Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 
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