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NAME 
HISTORIC Jefferson Theatre 

AND/OR COMMON 

[LOCATION 
STREETS. NUMBER 345 F a n n i n ^ ' 

_N0T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 

Beaumont VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

_9_ 
STATE 

Texas 
CODE 

048 
COUNTY 

J e f f e r s o n 
CODE 

245 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
—DISTRICT 

X_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

2LPRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_ I N PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
X_OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X-YES: RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

^ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Jefferson Theatre Preservation Society 

STREET & NUMBER 

P. 0. Box 3150 
CITY, TOWN 

Beaumont VICINITYOF 

STATE 

Texas 77704 

[LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETc J e f f e r s o n C o u n t y C o u r t h o u s e 

STREETS NUMBER 

1100 Pea r l 
CITY, TOWN 

Beaumont 
STATE 

Texas 

a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

SPARE Beaumont 
DATE 

January 1977 —FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY X^LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

Beaumnni- Fpr?:tage Snr.ip.ty 
CITY. TOWN 

Beaumont 
STATE 

Texas 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

X_GOOD 

— FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

—UNALTERED 

X_ALTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

X_ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE_ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Jefferson Theatre i s much the same today as i t was when i t s doors opened 
i n November of 1927. The work required to restore i t to i t s o r i g i n a l function 
as a theatre for the performing arts would consists p r i m a r i l y j o f .ToutLine main­
tenance and the updating of the mechanical and e l e c t r i c a l systems. 

The facade of the theatre i s a t y p i c a l composiiton for f a c i l i t i e s of i t s kind 
and era. The design cannot be at t r i b u t e d to any part i c u l a r style as i t com­
bines classical elements with cast r e l i e f panels and t y p i c a l stone d e t a i l i n g 
i n a symmetrical arrangement. The facade i s unaltered with the exception of 
the f i r s t f l o o r or street l e v e l . O r i g i n a l l y , the box o f f i c e was i n the center 
of the entrance and i t was flanked on either side by a pair of double doors. 
Today the box o f f i c e i s offset to the r i g h t . The four sets of double doors 
have been repositioned. 

The facade i s capped with a green Spanish t i l e roof and overhanging eave. The 
entablature consists of cast stone and panels depicting "music" (a v i o l i n and 
sheet music) on one end and " a r t " ( a r t i s t p a l l e t t e and brushes) on the other 
end. I n between the end r e l i e f s , there are alternating panels of Siene marble, 
decorative i r o n insets and festooned r e l i e f panels. I n the center of the en­
tablature i s an ornamented border marble panel with the name "Jefferson" i n ­
scribed into i t . 

On the face of the building below the entablature appear two cast stone roundels. 
One depicts "music" and the other " a r t " with representations of classical figures, 
At the t h i r d f l o o r l e v e l there are four windows and three sets of double doord 
opening onto a small balcony with an ornamental iron r a i l i n g . The central door­
way i s crowned with a highly ornamented cartouche while the doors to either side 
have gabled pediments. There exist f i v e windows and two more cast r e l i e f panels 
at the second f l o o r l e v e l . These panels depitc " a r t " ( p a l l e t t e and assortment 
of brushes) and "architecture" (T-square, t r i a n g l e and plans). The sheet iron 
marquee and canopy i s o r i g i n a l to the structure as i s the three-story illuminated 
sign. 

The only major modifications on the i n t e r i o r have been the insertion of a con­
cession counter i n the center of the lobby where several sets of doores were 
removed that o r i g i n a l l y opened into a foyer at the rear of the theatre space. 
A portion of the second f l o o r gallery that surrounds the lobby space has been 
enclosed. These modifications consist of the inser t i o n of walls and counters 
to f i l l openings and have not permanently altered the o r i g i n a l configuration of 
the lobby space. 

I 
The i n t e r i o r decoration i s a Spanish-style motif with paster ornamentation i n 
the lobby, foyer and gallery. The 1800 seat theatre and balcony continue the 
motif with the ornate proscenium arch and large Spanish-styled window balconies 
to either side of the stage. The c e i l i n g i s beamed with ornamented corbels at 
the beam ends. Other decorative features include ornamental i r o n , decorative 
r e l i e f panels and molded torchieres. The seating i n the double balcony i s o r i ­
ginal while the ground f l o o r seating has been replaced. 
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Five levels of dressing rooms are located i n the stage house. Other f a c i l ­
i t i e s include a chorus room, showers, restrooms, dressing corridors and or­
chestra quarters. The stage covers an area 32 by 65 feet overall. The o r i ­
ginal counterweight system, innovative for i t s day, i s s t i l l functional and 
w i l l handle as many as 50 drops. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

1 500-1 599 

1600-1699 

1700-1799 

— 1800-1899 

_Xl 900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

—ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

JCTHEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 
1927 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
Emile Weil, Inc. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The construction of the Jefferson Theatre i n 1927 i l l u s t r a t e s the pattern of 
c u l t u r a l enlightenment and c i v i c improvement that dominated Beaumont i n the 
f i r s t t h i r d of the twentieth century as a result of the h i s t o r i c o i l discoveries 
i n the nearby petroleum f i e l d s . I t i s a very good representation of the m u l t i -
use entertairanent f a c i l i t y constructed i n t h i s era and i t s s l i g h t l y altered con­
d i t i o n makes i t an excellent candidate for restoration as a performing arts fa­
c i l i t y amidst the renewed downtown c i v i c center complex. 

The discovery of o i l at the Spindletop o i l f i e l d i n 1901 ushered i n the "petro­
leum age" for the United States. I t s economic impact was f e l t not only i n 
Beaumont but the entire country, as wiell. The discovery of deep o i l at Spindle­
top i n 1925 precipitated another major boom for the southeast Texas community 
and the renewed prosperity resulted i n the construction of many fine c i v i c , c u l ­
t u r a l and educational buildings i n Beaumont;. One of these buildings was the 
Jefferson Theatre completed i n November of 1927 as a movie theatre and f a c i l i t y 
for l i v e performances. 

The cost of building the theatre, which was under construction for more than 
10 months, was approximately $1,000,000. The architect who designed i t , Emile 
Weil, Inc., of New Orleans, was an in t e r n a t i o n a l l y known theatre designer. The 
area showplace was b u i l t by the Jefferson Amusement Company, who operated i t 
u n t i l i t was purchased by Gulf States Theatres, Inc., on July 11, 1968. Gulf 
States operated the theatre u n t i l i t closed on Octover 17, 1972. In 1974 the 
Jefferson was sold to Fulka Interests of Atlanta, Georgia. Mr. Fulka then do­
nated the theatre to the LBJ Foundation of Austin. The Junior League of Beaimiont 
and the Beaumont Junior Forum have organized the Jefferson Theatre Preservation 
Society, which received the property from the LBJ Foundation i n 1976, i n the 
hope of renovating i t as a theatre for the performing arts for the three-country 
Southeast Texas region. 

When constructed, the Jefferson Theatre had the most sophisticated technical 
equipment available for special effects and l i g h t i n g , with the star a t t r a c t i o n 
being the Robert Morton Company "wonder organ" designed especially for the par­
t i c u l a r acoustical conditions of the Jefferson. This amazing instrument is 
capable of mimicking almost any sound, including a l l sorts of animal sounds, 
auto sirens and horns, cathedral chimes, and many musical instruments. The Organ, 
which hhs 778 pipes as wel l as percussion instruments connected to i t , s i t s on 
a disappearing platform. I t i s s t i l l maintained i n excellent condition. 
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