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The Jefferson Theatre is much the same today as it was when its doors opened
in November of 1927. The work required to restore it to its original function
as a theatre for the performing arts would consists primarilyodf routine main-
tenance and the updating of the mechanical and electrical systems.

The facade of the theatre is a typical composiiton for facilities of its kind
and era. The design cannot be attributed to any particular style as it com-
bines classical elements with cast relief panels and typical stone detailing
in a symmetrical arrangement. The facade is unaltered with the exception of
the first floor or street level. Originally, the box office was in the center
of the entrance and it was flanked on either side by a pair of double doors.
Today the box office is offset to the right. The four sets of double doors
have been repositioned.

The facade is capped with a green Spanish tile roof and overhanging eave. The
entablature consists of cast stone and panels depicting "music'" (a violin and
sheet music) on one end and "art" (artist pallette and brushes) on the other
end. In between the end reliefs, there are alternating panels of Siene marble,
decorative iron insets and festooned relief panels. In the center of the en-
tablature is an ornamented border marble panel with the name "Jefferson" in-
scribed into it.

On the face of the building below the entablature appear two cast stone roundels.
One depicts "music" and the other "art" with representations of classical figures.
At the third floor level there are four windows and three sets of double doors
opening onto a small balcony with an ornamental iron railing. The central door-
way is crowned with a highly ornamented cartouche while the doors :to either side
‘have gabled pediments. There exist five windows and two more cast relief panels
at the second floor level. These panels depitc "art" (pallette and assortment
of brushes) and "architecture" (T-square, triangle and plans). The sheet iron
. marquee and canopy is original to the structure as is the three-story illuminated
sign.

The only major modifications on the interior have been the insertion of a con-
cession counter in the center of the lobby where several sets of doores were
removed that originally opened into a foyer at the rear of the theatre space.

A portion of the second floor gallery that surrounds the lobby space has been
enclosed. These modifications consist of the insertion of walls and counters
to fill openings and have not permanently altered the original configuration of
the lobby space.

The interior decoration is a Spanish-style motif with‘gégter ornamentation in
the lobby, foyer and gallery. The 1800 seat theatre and balcony continue the
motif with the ornate proscenium arch and large Spanish-styled window balconies
to either side of the stage. The ceiling is beamed with ornamented corbels at
the beam ends. Other decorative features include ornamental iron, decorative
relief panels and molded torchieres. The seating in the double balcony is ori-
ginal while the ground floor seating has been replaced.
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Five levels of dressing rooms are located in the stage house. Other facil-
ities include a chorus room, showers, restrooms, dressing corridors and or-
chestra quarters. The stage covers an area 32 by 65 feet overall. The ori-

ginal counterweight system, innovative for its day, is still functional and
will handle as many as 50 drops.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The construction of the Jefferson Theatre in 1927 illustrates the pattern of
cultural enlightenment and civic improvement that dominated Beaumont in the
first third of the twentieth century as a result of the historic oil discoveries
in the nearby petroleum fields. It is a very good representation of the multi-
use entertainment facility constructed in this era and its slightly altered con-
dition makesit an excellent candidate for restoration as a performing arts fa-
cility amidst the renewed downtown civic center complex.

The discovery of oil at the Spindletop oil field in 1901 ushered in the '"petro-
leum age'" for the United States. Its economic impact was felt not only in
Beaumont but the entire country as well. The discovery of deep oil at Spindle-
top in 1925 precipitated another major boom for the southeast Texas community
and the renewed prosperity resulted in the construction of many fine civic, cul-
tural and educational buildings in Beaumont: One of these buildings was the
Jefferson Theatre completed in November of 1927 as a movie theatre and facility
for live performances.

The cost of building the theatre, which was under construction for more than

10 months, was approximately $1,000,000. The architect who designed it, Emile
Weil, Inc., of New Orleans, was an internationally known theatre designer. The
area showplace was built by the Jefferson Amusement Company, who operated it
until it was purchased by Gulf States Theatres, Inc., on July 11, 1968. Gulf
States operated the theatre until it closed on Octover 17, 1972. 1In 1974 the
Jefferson was sold to Fulka Interests of Atlanta, Georgia. Mr. Fulka then do-
nated the theatre to the LBJ Foundation of Austin. The Junior League of Beaumont
and the Beaumont Junior Forum have organized the Jefferson Theatre Preservation
Society, which received the property from the LBJ Foundation in 1976, in the
hope of renovating it as a theatre for the performing arts for the three-country
Southeast Texas region.

When constructed, the Jefferson Theatre had the most sophisticated technical
equipment available for special effects and lighting, with the star attraction
being the Robert Morton Company '‘wonder organ' designed especially for the par-
ticular acoustical conditions of the Jefferson. This amazing instrument is
capable of mimicking almost any sound, including all sorts of animal sounds,

auto sirens and horns, cathedral chimes, and many musical instruments. The Organ,
which has 778 pipes as well as percussion instruments connected to it, sits on

a disappearing platform. It is still maintained in excellent condition.
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Jefferson Theatre
Beaumont, Jefferson county, Texas

David Hoffman, 1977
Bell, Klein & Hoffman, Austin, Texas

North oblique of the main facade
photo #105( AUG 311977
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