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The South Texas National Bank building is situated at 215 Main Street or
on Lower Main, as the area is called by Houstonians. It is a two-story
structure with basement of smooth gray-white marble and built in the Neo-
Classical style. The focal point of the building is a central pedimented
portico with four rounded and fluted Corinthian columns and a recessed five-
bay entrance. The pediment is carved with two copucopias surrounding a
cartouche, and duplicates the dentilimg and modillion detail of the facade
cornice, Openings under the portico also are ornamented with carved details.
The first floor door and flanking windows are pedimented while the three
central openings on the second floor have projections (ears) on top and
bottom. Separating the simpler side openings of the portico are squared
pilasters which are a variation of the corner pilasters on the street facade.

Balanced wings with three bays are on’'either side of the portico. The
only decorative element on the wing openings are the pairs of carved sill
brackets on each window. A restrained entablature encircles the’ building,
while a low balustrade repeats the roof and pediment line,

Originally, the South Texas National Bank building consisted essentially
of the central portico section with four columns. When opened in 1910, one
account, The Southern Architectural Review, described the style as "Grecian
Corinthian with composite combination." The same article identified that polished
Vermont granite was used on the base and that the facade was Georgia marble.
Carved on the frieze of the entablature was "SOUTH TEXAS NATIONAL BANK,"
which has since been erased, The atrium was shielded from street view by
a solid, carved projection above the pediment. When the wings were added in
1921, the entablature surmounting the portico was carried around the
building and the simpler windows of the original building were copied on
the wing facades. ‘

Most of the elaborate details of the interior have been removed or
covered during several remodeling projects. Through removal of a drop
ceiling, it will be possible to restore the atrium of the main lobby as
well as some details such as the columns., On the second floor are two
Board rooms with decor dating from the 1921 addition. The walls of the
larger room are paneled with recessed shelving on the fireplace and a
second wall, Leaded glass doors cover the shelving,

The South Texas National Bank building and its neighbors reflect a
variety of architectural styles as well as revealing the commercial history
of the Lower Main Street area. Abutting the south wall of the bank
building is a late nineteenth century structure while to the immediate
north is a small vacant lot and a larger eight-story twentieth century
office building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

South Texas National Bank is significant for its role in the development
of Houston's banking community and for its visual contribution to downtown
Houston., From 1910, when it was completed, until 1955, the bank reflected the
growth of financial activity throughout the eity. In addition, 215 Main Street
is an architectural landmark and represents the work of two major architects,
Ce Do Hill and:William Ward Watkins, who practiced throughout the state.

Chartered in 1890 the South Texas National Bank had grown’ steadily in
spite of the nationwide panics of 1893 and 1907. As one of the largest banks
in the rapidly growing city of Houston, the opening of the new building
on April 4, 1910, was widely acclaimed in local news coverage, The Houston

Chronicle stated that "...South Texas National Bank officials had set out to

erect in their prosperous city one of the most, if not the most, complete and
finest exclusive bank buildings in the Southwest."

The architect for the building was C. D. Hill and Co. of Dallas, Hill
opened an office in Houston in 1910 under the supervision of E., R, Glick and
maintained it until 1925, Established in 1907, the firm had already designed
the Dallas Golf and Country Club, the Coliseum at the Dallas State Fair, and
the First Church of Christ, Scientists, in Houston. Later work included other
buildings in Houston and Dallas, and also in Galveston, Austin, Corpus Christi,
Waxahachie, and Texarkana,

In 1912, South Texas National Bank merged with the Commercial National
Bank, which had been chartered in 1886, This merger formed one of the
strongest national banks in the Southwest, under the name of the South Texas
Commercial National Bank. In 1949, the name reverted to the original wording,

The side wings were added to the building in 1921 to accommodate the
growing business of the bank, The architect for the addition was William
Ward Watkins, a noted Houston architect. Watkins had come to Houston in 1910
as supervising architect for the Boston firm of Cram, Goodhue, and Ferguson
to oversee the construction of the original buildings of Rice Institute. From
that time, he was associated with the Rice Department of Architecture. In
addition, his work included the Museum of Fipe Arts in Houston, the Ideson
Building of the Houston Public Library‘ﬂ&nh ociation on the YWCA buildings
in Beaumont, Galveston, and Houston.

South Texas National Bank outgrew the building at 215 Main Street,
especially after the 1953 consolidation with the Union Bank (chartered in 1905)
which was located across the street at 220 Main Street, and became the Texas
National Bank, Pneumatic tunnels connected the two structures. In 1955, the
bank moved to the new 21 story building at the location of Main Street and Polk,
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The First National Bank at 201 Main Street bought the building at 215 Main
as well as the structure between the buildings known as Burgeheim's Pharmacy,
which was demolished to make preparations for expanding banking services, The
215 Main Street building was used for additional office space and storage. In
1958, the bank relocated, joining the movement of the banking community away
from lower Main Street.

T. J. Bettes Co., one of the largest mortgage investiment firms in Houston,
bought the First National Bank Building and the South Texas National Bank Building
in 1958 to provide office space for 400 employees working in several locations
throughout the city. Three years later, the firm gave the building at 215 Main
Street to the United Fund and Community Council, Extensive interior remodeling
was done under the supervision of Herman Lloyd of the firm of Lloyd, Morgan, and
Jones, Work included closing of the atrium space in order to construct floor
space on the second level for office use and a large office area on the first
level, The United Fund and Community Council offices opened in April of 1963
and operated from that location until many of its funded agencies had moved out
of the inmer-city area, Since 1976, when the United Fund moved, the building has
been vacant.

In April of 1978, Portfolio Management of Texas, Inc., purchased the build-
ing and plans for renovation have been initiated. In the context of its
proximity to the old Houston National Bank, a National Register building,
at 202 Main Street,and to the growing complex of county governmental courts
and offices, 215 Main Street is in an excellent position to provide needed
space for the county or for auxilliary legal services. Of major importance
is the building's contribution to and enrichment of Houston's architectural

heritage.
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South Texas National Bank

Houston, Texas l

Larry Payne DECg 1978
August, 1978

Filed with photographer,

219 Glenwood, Houston, Tex. 77007
Looking northeast on Main Street
showing 201 and 215 Main and va-
cant lot between the two buildings.
Now 1 0CT 19 1978
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South Texas National Bank
Houston, Texas

Larry Payne pEc g 1978
August, 1978 -

Filed with photographer,

219 Glenwood, uston, Tex. 7007
Looking south on Main Street
from 202 Main.,

No. 2 OCT 19878






South Texas National Bank

Houston, Texas

Larry Payne DECs g7
August, 1978

Filed with photographer,

219 Glenwood, Houston, Texas 7/'/007
View of front facade showing roof,
atrium housing, original sky-
lightse. T 10197






South Texas National Bank
Houston, Texas C8 197
Larry Payne o
August, 1978

Filed with photographer,

219 Glenwood, Houston, Texas 777007/
Present interior atrium space on
first floor showing 1962 closure
of atrium for office space--to be

Rostgred: 0CT19wm
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South Texas National Bank
Houston, Texas
Larry Payne
Avgust, 1978
Filed with photographer,

219 Glenwood, Houston, Tex. /7007
Detail of original column in
atrium. 01 331978
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South Texas National Bank
Houston, Texas

Larry Payne DECg . 1979 -
August, 1978 :
Filed with photographer,

219 Glenwood, Houston, Tx. /7007
Atrium with 1962 remodeling
closure--to be restored.

No. 6 NCT 1 01078
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South Texas National Bank
Houston, Texas

Larry Payne DECg 1978
August, 1978

Filed with photographer,

219 Glenwood, Houston, Tx. 77007
Board room in 1921 addition by
William Ward Watkinse.

Now- 7 0CT 19 1978
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South Texas National Bank

Interior Rendering
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