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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Covering approximately 26,000 square feet of land on the east side of 
Louisiana from Preston to Prairie, the complex completed by Southwestern Construction 
Company for the Hogg family at a cost of over a half-million dollars consists of the 
following structTires: 

I . At the southeast corner of the Louisiana and Preston intersection 
is a 7-story building (100' x 151'); 

I I . In the center of the block facing Louisiana is a 3-story building 
(53' X 100'); 

I I I . On the northeast corner of the Louisiana and Prairie intersection 
is a 1-story covered parking garage (49' x 100'); 

IV. On the 8th floor (roof) of the large corner building is centered 
the l8-room 1-story Hogg penthouse (50' x 120'); 

V. Set at right angles to the Hogg penthouse is a separate oval 
solarium (approximately 15' x 35'). 

After the Pappas Company purchased this property they began a renovation, 
completed circa 1963 xinder the direction of Houston architects Paul & Paul, which 
covered most of the exposed elevations i n porcelain enamel and decorative cement 
asbestos board attached to runners and brackets. In the process a marquee and f i r e 
escape were removed and the ground-floor of the 7-story building was set back 8 feet 
from the pier line. The recessed areas were faced with large squares of plate glass 
set i n aluminum while overhead garage doors were installed at the far right of the 
entrance to give access to ground-floor parking space. The entrance lobby, inside 
and out, was sheathed i n cream travertine, and a modern triple-arched canopy was 
installed over the sidewalk. The interior was partitioned into individual offices, 
and perimeter walls were covered with a dry-wall system of gypsum board attached to 
metal studs. The Hogg penthouse remains essentially unchanged, although interior 
hardwood floors were covered and paneling was added over plaster walls of the private 
office of Will and Mike Hogg on the southeast corner. In the solarium original 
wood-framed casement windows and matching door were replaced by fixed glass; the 
green t i l e roof was replaced by composition shingles; and a semi-circular bar was 
added. 

Since most of the exterior of this complex has been preserved behind the 
modern "skin," and since the original plans are available for reference, prospective 
owners plan to restore the exterior to i t s original appearance and adapt the interior 
to modern office use. Insofar as is practical, the integrity of the penthouse and 
solarium interiors w i l l be maintained. Therefore the following description pertains 
to the complex as b u i l t i n 1920-21. 

BUILDINGS I , I I , I I I 

Three rectangular masses, li k e building blocks, stair-stepped along Louisiana 
from Prairie to Preston. Glass accounted for over 65^ of their exposed siu-faces; 
Acme Bennett-Red-type face brick trimmed with white cast stone or stucco covered the 
remainder. The reinforced concrete structures were supported by columns spaced 
approximately 30' on center i n each direction. Visible i n the foundation, thick 
cylindrical columns topped by heavy metal plates supported the slab i n a crude forecast 
of Wright's " l i l y pad" colunms i n the later Johnson Wax Office Building i n Racine, 
Wisconsin. 
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Floors two through four of the 7-story building were of f l a t plate design 
with a slab thickness of 14"; the remainder is of purlin and beam construction with a 
slab thickness of 7". A small e l l at the rear (southeast) corner of this building accom­
modated the service elevator and provided partial support for the oval solarium on 
the roof. The building was divided visually and structurally into three bays on the 
short dimension (parallel to Preston) and five on the long (parallel to Louisiana). 
Facing that street, piers defining the second bay from the Preston corner continued 
above the-.solld parapet, which provided a protective shield around the penthouse, to 
form the 8th floor elevator lobby. I t s f l a t triangular gable above a bank of white 
wood-framed windows served as a modern classic pediment over the building's main 
entrance at 401 Louisiana. Rising from the penthouse lobby a small rectangular tower 
housing the elevator mechanism further elongated that bay and echoed the stair-step 
arrangement of the block. A suspended metal marquee of compatible design shielded 
the entrance; and, as was often the case i n Art-Deco buildings, a fire-escape was 
frankly exposed to repeat .the geometric motif as i t zlg-zagged nimbly up the glass of 
the structure's southern bay. 

The Louisiana facade of the central 3-story building was visually divided 
into a central 32' bay and flanking subordinate bays of 16' each. Original plans 
called for a repetition of the f l a t triangular gable seen i n the adjoining building, 
but early photographs do not verify i t s actual construction. The 1-story parking 
garage maintained the visual division into bays—2 on Louisiana and 3 on Prairie. 

The rear (east) elevation of the complex is now pa r t i a l l y obscured by the 
Houston Chronicle's parking garage which covers most of the remainder of this block. 

ORNAMENTATION-FENESTRATION. Glass, primarily multl-paned Industrial windows 
with projecting central panels, dominated the project as a decorative adaptation of 
a functional feature unique i n Houston's central business d i s t r i c t i n 1920-21. On 
the principal Preston and Louisiana facades, floors two through six featured groupings 
of 15, 20, and 25-llght industrial windows joined by narrow metal m\illlons to create 
the i l l u s i o n of continuous expanses of small-paned glass rhythmically interrupted by 
dark red-brick piers. Crisp white cast stone l i n t e l s visually diminished the width of 

—subordinate spandrels and vertically expanded the glass between. At the same time, 
these sharply contrasting bands \mified the banks of industrial windows within the 
bays and emphasized the horizontal movement of the skeletal geometry. Similar double 
bands of white above the f i r s t floor wrapped around a l l three buildings tying the 
complex together as a single unit. The horizontal lin e a r i t y was repeated by white 
coping on the parapets and by caps at the terminus of piers projecting slightly above 
the walls. On the seventh floor of the corner building and i n the penthouse lobby 
and elevator housing above, banks of white wood-framed 1/1 sash double-hung windows 
provided balance and visual r e l i e f while continuing the geometric theme around the 
top of the building. Sets of six such windows with transoms f i l l e d each bay on the 
seventh floor except that on the l e f t corner facing Louisiana where five slightly 
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larger windows were grouped. Transoms were omitted on the five windows in the pent­
house lobby and the single window which punctuated the elevator housing above. 

These visible superstructures on the eighth floor of the corner building 
were outlined by a repetition of applied white stucco bands. The overall system of 
contrasting linear ornament and the conversion of a functional feature ( i . e . , strips 
of contrasting rectangular window frames) into a decorative one recall the geometric 
motifs employed by Frank Lloyd Wright - for example, on the facade of his 1902 Ward 
W l l l l t t s House (Highland Park, 111.) and the Interior of his 1906 Unity Temple (Oak 
Park, 111. ). 

Yet another decorative feat\u"e of the Houston complex reminiscent of themes 
occasionally found i n early Art-Deco windows (Including Wright's) was a series of 
geometrically incised white cast stone pendants with diamond-shaped drops suspended 
from the head of each pier and repeated i n a rectilinear conformation on each pier at 
the ground-floor ceiling level where they linked the twin white bands encircling the 
block to form the roof-line ornament of the 1-story parking garage on Prairie. 

At street level, three large plate-glass show windows, divided vertically 
into four sections by copper mullions, extended down Preston and a fourth occupied the 
corner bay on Louisiana. Above each show window ran a strip of white-framed 10-light 
industrial windows set four per bay to match the plate glass sections beneath. The 
unassuming main entrance was off-centered i n the second bay and consisted of a glass-
paneled double door flanked and topped by glazed panels. Except for a small, high 
window at the right which lighted the interior stairway rising from ground level to 
the eighth floor and visible through the glass of the building's facade, the remainder 
of the entrance bay was faced with red brick. Beginning beneath the entrance side­
lights elevated several feet above the sidewalk ran a white s i l l - l i n e which continued 
under a l l windows at street level throughout the remainder of the complex. Adjoining 
bays were f i l l e d by industrial windows or large white double garage-type doors whose 
upper portions were f i l l e d with matching multl-paned glass and whose lower portions 
were ornamented by molding applied i n a compatible geometric pattern. A set of 
similarly designed folding doors constituted the entrance to the 3-story buildlrg. 

The eastern and southern exposures of the larger buildings (those not facing 
directly upon a street) were lighted by groups of individually set industrial windows 
except on the seventh floor of the corner building, where the use of individually set 
groups of wooden double-hung 1/1 sash windows (some with transoms) was continued. 

BUILDINGS IV - V 

Set back 25' on the long and 15' on the short dimension from the parapet 
wall, the 1-story Hogg penthouse is entered from the connecting eighth-floor elevator 
lobby which is an architecturally integrated element of the parent building. Both 
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the penthouse and solariim are of stucco f i n i s h over masonry. A low profile is 
maintained by the horizontal sweep of green t i l e which appears to be the building's 
roof but Is actually a functional yet decorative device to shade the windows and shelter 
the cement walks encircling the building. The t i l e d awning is pa r t i a l l y supported 
by projecting ceiling beams which are replaced periodically by decorative carved wood 
brackets paired between the windows. A similar flat-topped umbrella of green t i l e 
(now asbestos chingles) shaded the oval solarium. A deep copper pan f i l l e d with soil 
provides the basis for lawns and shrubbery surrounding the buildings. Some specimens 
may well be those originally planted over 50 years ago. 

Interior walls of the offices are of metal lath and plaster over wood studs. 
The central hall and elevator lobby are finished with a five-foot cream marble wainscot. 
Above the marble and over the handsome matched-grain mahogany office doors are interior 
transoms of exquisite etched glass said to be Bavarian. A l l woodwork is dark mahogany 
except that i n the large southeast corner office which is painted off-white. Here the 
woodwork Includes arched panels with keystones above the doorways, recessed bookshelves, 
and a carved Federal mantel lined with black marble similar to one now located i n the 
Music Room at Bayou Bend. A white t i l e and marble bath with i t s original fixtures 
adjoins th corner office. 

The solarium interior featiu-es off-white wood panels above and below the 
windows with applied pilasters between. An indirect l i g h t cove surrounds the room, 
and above i t rises a gently domed celling. Applied plaster molding of carved leaves forms 
s smaller oval i n the center where hang two crystal chandeliers (probably not original). 
The rear wall is finished with louver doors, one of which opens onto the tiny kitchen and 
private stairway leading down to an office on the floor below. 

ORNAMENTATION-FENESTRATION. A system of pilasters and recessed panels is 
rhythmically repeated around the stucco penthouse exterior. Within each panel a slightly 
recessed segmental arch surrounds the windows and doors. The f l a t surface above the 
windows and below the arch is painted to sim\ilate a continuation of the glass I t s e l f . 
Thus a graceful pavilion of open arches i s the visual result. Closely spaced small 
electric lights encircling the building at the eave-llne add a touch of festive whimsey to 
an already park-like setting. 

On the west elevation to the right of the elevator lobby five recessed 
arches each enclose a single wood-framed double-hung 1/1 sash window. The next arch holds 
glass paneled double French doors.with side and top lights. The f i n a l arch contains 
twin 1/1 sash windows as does the f i r s t arch on the l e f t corner of the south elevation. 
A small double-hung window lights a private bathroom connecting the two offices on 
that end of the building. Full length double French windows of beveled glass (10 panes 
per side) flank the projecting rear wall of a wood-burning fireplace. On the east 
elevation, l e f t to right, the f i r s t three arches are reduced to two with a f l a t - wall 
between to accommodate a large 12/12 wood-framed window. At the extreme ends of the 
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of the two arches flanking this early "picture window" are set smaller 6/6 double-
hung windows. A photograph taken during construction indicates that originally this 
space accommodated foiu* almost equal openings. However, by 1928 photographs of the 
interior show the present system i n place. The next arch holds a double door duplica­
ting that on the opposite side. The f i n a l six arches contain twin double-hung 1/1 
sash windows. The arches continue on the north elevation with two windows in each 
end and a single window centered on the wall to lig h t the interior h a l l . On the 
west facade to the l e f t of the elevator lobby is a single arch containing a pair of 
double-hung 1/1 sash windows. A door and window also are located on the north wall of 
the elevator lobby which projects at right angles to the main penthouse. 

The wholly detached oval solarium set at right angles to the penthouse on 
the building's southeast corner repeats the theme of arches surrounding windows and 
doors. Here the arches are created by semi-circular coiu-ses of brick set out from 
the stucco wall and centered by a brick keystone. They repeat the theme of the 
interior door molding i n the private office opposite. The nine solarium windows 
were at one time wood-framed double casements - 8 panes per side. The off-centered 
door matched the windows - i t s upper portion maintaining the same system of small-
paned glass and the lower portion solid with applied molding to compliment the interior 
paneling. During the 1963 remodeling a l l casements and the door were removed and 
fixed glass set i n bronze metal was substituted at windows and as a door. 
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT Charles E. Barglebaugh and Lloyd  
R. Whitson, architects-engineers 

A complex of three connecting structures plus penthouse and solarium were 
completed for Will Hogg i n the spring of 1921. At that time the project was referred 
to by local newspapers as the Armor Building since the f i r s t three floors were occupied 
by the Armor Auto Company. However, when the Great Southern Life Insurance Company 
shortly moved into i t s seventh floor offices and added a large vertical sign to the 
Louisiana-Preston corner i t became known as the Great Southern Building and was so 
styled for the next thirty-one years. In 1952 Great Southern moved into new quarters, 
and the property was transferred to the Trustees of the Hogg Foundation, who changed 
the name temporarily to the Vamer Building. After the Pappas Company bought the property 
in 1954, the complex was renamed the Pappas Building as i t is currently known. For 
convenience i t w i l l be referred to hereafter as the Hogg Building or Hogg penthouse. 

The complex has economic and industrial significance because of the men and 
businesses consolidated there for many years. Mthough recent modernization has 
obscured much of the exterior, proposed restoration w i l l reveal i t s unusual architectural 
style. Above a l l , the buildings are important because of their association with the 
Hogg family—William Clifford Hogg i n particular. His personal and financial support 
of social and humanitarian causes, his Interest i n art, education, conservation, city 
planning, and good goveriunent are unmatched i n Houston. 

When the plans were drawn and work began on the buildings for Will Hogg i n 
late 1920, Houston was entering a decade of phenominal growth as petroleum and related 
industries continued to swell the economy. Motor cars were manufactured, assembled, and 
sold i n the city; and t r a f f i c - not to mention parking space - was already becoming a 
problem on downtown streets. 

A concomitant of petroleum as significant as the resource I t s e l f was the influx 
of men who made their money i n o i l and reinvested i t i n Houston. Among the early 
arrivals was ex-Governor James Stephen Hogg, whose Involvement with the Texas Company 
Influenced the removal of his law offices to Houston. Following Hogg's death i n 1906, the 
four children—William Clifford, Ima, Michael, and, for a time, Thomas Ellsha—made 
their home in the ci t y . Will, the oldest, continued his father's interest i n the Texas 
Company and i t s subsidiaries while branching out into Insurance, cotton, real estate, 
and numerous other Investments. 

One of these other investments was a 2/5 Interest i n the Armor Auto Company, 
a Ford dealership established i n 1916. At the close of World War I the agency had 
outgrown i t s f i r s t two homes and had purchased land on the corner of Preston and 
Louisiana i n Block 42, part of the original Borden plat of the city. Acting i n concert 
but under the leadership of Will Hogg, the family bought the choice corner from Armor, 
added other land i n the block, and planned a three-story auto show room and garage with 
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penthouse offices for the Hogg family companies. While the project was In i t s formative 
stages, i t became apparent that Great Southern, a local l i f e Insurance company founded 
in 1909^would soon require more space. As a friend and former business associate of 
i t s president, 0. S. Carlton, Will Hogg enlarged the corner section at Louisiana and 
Preston to seven stories to accommodate the insurance company and relocated the 
penthouse on the 8th floor roof. A central three-story section remained as planned, with 
provision i n i t s foundation for additional floors. The one-story section at Prairie 
was designed to house the Hogg companies' fleet of automobiles. I t was one of the 
f i r s t such f a c i l i t i e s b u i l t i n connection with an office building i n Houston. 

During the years that Great Southern was growing to f i l l the entire committed 
space, the Intermediate floors were occupied by such tenants as the Kirby-Bonner Lumber 
Company, the Kirby Petroleum Company, Link Oil Company, Houston Independent School 
District, and later the City Planning Commission. 

Although the Hogg family had Interests i n other structiu-es i n Houston, 
particularly i n connection with their growing real estate developments, 401 Louisiana is 
the f i r s t and only known Instance of a building specifically designed and b u i l t for 
the Hogg family's private offices. 

From 1921 through 1936, v/hen the lower floors were occupied by Armor Auto 
Company or i t s successors, the building symbolized the development and proliferation 
of the automobile and the automotive Industry i n Houston. I t was an industry which 
changed the character and growth patterns of the cit y . From 1921 through 1952, while 
Great Southem Life Insurance Company maintained i t s home offices there, this successful 
company contributed materially to the s t a b i l i t y or Houston's economy through security 
for i t s policyholders, investments i n Houston, and employment opportimity afforded i t s 
growing clerical force. I t s presidents diu-ing those years - 0. S. Carlton, E. P. 
Greenwood, and L. S. Adams - were a l l respected civic leaders. Finally the unique 
penthouse epitomized the powerful forces for civic and economic benefit which have 
accrued to Houston because of the real estate and petrole\im activities of the Hogg 
family and their close associates. 

The penthouse f i r s t attracted public notice when a photograph and story 
appeared i n the February 6, 1921, Houston Chronicle. Will Hogg, the reported observedj 
was building an l8-room bungalow "home i n the clouds" on the roof of the Armor Building. 
There would also be a separate glassed-in observatory from which Hogg and his friends 
could look out i n comfort a l l over the city. I t was a l l copied, the reporter continued, 
from a similar penthouse completed two years before on a New York skyscraper. The 
penthouse never was a home i n the accepted sense - although Mike Hogg i n later years 
converted one of the offices into a gymnasium. However the early American furniture 
and accessories. Remington paintings, wood-burning fireplace and encircling green lawns 
did give the place a homelike atmosphere. 
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I t was the site rather than the architectural style which seemed unusual to 
Houstonians i n 1921. They had seen roof gardens before; they were familiar with the 
many "revival" styles which had for so long possessed American architects; but they 
had never seen a Mediterranean v i l l a i n the sky. Whether Hogg copied the idea from 
a New York model or whether his inspiration came from other sources i s not known. 
But i t is evident from his later performance that both the Mediterranean and Spanish 
revivals were among his favorites. He had been a Regent at the University of Texas 
when Cass Gilbert designed the Old Library Building i n the Spanish idiom, and In 
some ways the Hogg penthouse is a greatly simplified relative. Hogg would also go on 
to endorse Spanish styles i n River Oaks and the proposed Houston Civic Center. The 
penthouse ^ u l d have been quite at home along the R i v i e r a — I t a l i a n , French, or Spanish. 

An architectural anthesls of the penthouse, the parent structure was just 
as unusual i n Houston's business d i s t r i c t . Over 655? of the exterior surface was made 
up of glass - multl-paned industrial windows in particular. A structure incorporating 
this feature had been b u i l t for the Ford Motor Company assembly plant on Harrisburg 
Boulevard several years before, but i t was frankly designed and used as an industrial 
f a c i l i t y and was too far removed from the central c i t y to attract much notice. The 
location of the Armor Building, however, was scarcely a block from Market Square and 
City Hall. I t was the f i r s t and only known example of this style to be b u i l t for 
office use i n downtown Houston. 

Don VLack (Art Deco Buildings i n New York - 1920 - 1940, p. 79) has this 
to say about the genre: "The small pane of the so-called Industrial window was used 
in the most expensive apartment houses as well as i n the warehouse-office block. The 
psychological connection with a technological innovation originally used i n to t a l glass 
expanses such as the Dessau Bauhaus (1925) must have been appealing for domestic use. 
This is an excellent example of the conversion of a structural device into an 
ornamental one." Vlack's New York examples post-date 1925; so i t is evident that the 
several examples of this style found i n Texas by 1921 and the numerous others dotted 
around the United States at that time were among a small and largely unappreciated 
group of American factories, assembly plants, garages, or auto show rooms. The engineers 
who primarily b u i l t them were pioneering in the use of reinforced concrete, glass, and 
steel—rarely considering their works "architecture" at a l l . And yet many of the better 
examples were l i k e l y models for Bauhaus designers who were even then inciting an 
international architectural revolution. 

Barglebaugh & Whitson (Charles E. Barglebaugh and Lloyd R. Whitson) were 
primarily engineers, although they listed themselves i n El Paso and Dallas City 
Directories as architects as well. They may have been known to Will Hogg through 
his o i l business since the two engineers had j o i n t l y discovered a new system of o i l 
storage. The Hoggs could afford and appreciate quality i n anything they undertood, 
and certainly Barglebaugh's credentials for the type structure desired were excellent. 
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According to Who's Who i n Engineering (1922-23), Barglebaugh was an expert 
at concrete work, had studied architecture at the University of I l l i n o i s , and trained 
under Frank Lloyd Wright and Walter Burley G r i f f i n i n Chicago before joining the well-
known Dallas firm, Lang & Witchell, where he was chief engineer and drafting-room 
executive SLnd later a junior partner for some ten years before opening his own firm 
with Lloyd R. Whitson i n 1919. An interesting sidelight to his career was his invention 
of a light-weight concrete and his consequent commission during World War I to design 
and build concrete ships for the United States f l e e t . Also to Barglebaugh's credit 
was the design of a 16-story reinforced concrete office building for the First National 
Bank of El Paso and the reclamation of the c i t y of Paris, Texas, after a severe f i r e 
i n 1916. In the process he salvaged a 6-story concrete building after damage by f i r e 
and explosives. I t was the second recorded Instance of such an undertaking. 

Following completion of the Houston commission for the Hogg family, 
Barglebaugh & Whitson, i n association with F. C. Dale, were architects of the 1923 
Medical Arts Building i n Dallas. Whitson and Dale designed a 2-story penthouse atop 
the Santa Fe Terminal i n Dallas i n 1924, and other buildings i n that area. 

When restored, the Hogg Buildings w i l l give excellent testimony to the 
philosophical dichotomy with which architects and clients wrestled i n America i n 
1920-21. I t is interesting that Will Hogg discreetly hid his traditional penthouse, 
although i t reflected his personal fondness for America's past, while the glass, brick, 
and Art-Deco trim of the parent building courageously anticipated the future. When 
the 1963 skin i s removed and the complex can be compared with the glass towers now 
forming i t s backdrop, i t w i l l be clear which philosophy prevailed. 

During the 15 years that Will Hogg's buildings have been hidden behind a modern 
skin, the impact of this remarkable family has been increasingly f e l t i n Houston; 
and the mystique surrounding the penthouse - nerve center of an empire - has grown 
proportionately. Columnists and reporters continue to supply glimpses of i t s fading 
grandeur to readers fascinated by the gracious business l i f e - s t y l e of another era. 

From 1839 to 1975, three generations of one distinguished family have made 
the name "Hogg" synonymous i n Texas with public service of the highest order. The 
progenitor, Joseph Lewis Hogg, set an example of military and p o l i t i c a l service to 
Texas; his son, James Stephen Hogg, carried on the p o l i t i c a l tradition to become 
Governor of the state, 1891-1895. To his children. Governor Hogg l e f t as a legacy 
not only rich o i l lands but a sense of noblesse oblige which has Inured to the benefit 
of a l l Texans. 

Although the Hogg Buildings on Louisiana i n Houston were a family enterprise, 
i t is generally conceded that the concept and execution were attributable to the eldest 
son, William Clifford (b. 1-31-75 - d. 9-12-30). His contribution to Houston i s 
perhaps best summed ub by George Fuermann (Reluctant Empire, p. 151) i n the following 
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assessment of Houston's dominant figures during the f i r s t half of the 20th century: 
"A third man, the most gifted and a l t r u i s t i c of the city's leaders, tried to make 
Houston a utopla for i t s people. Will C. Hogg, son of Governor James Stephen Hogg, 
died too soon to f u l f i l l his dreams." Because he died too soon. Will Hogg's name in 
Houston has largely been overshadowed by that of his remarkable and long-lived sister. 
Miss Ima, who carried on i n her own way many of the plans and precepts of her older 
brother. 

Neither Will nor Ima ever married, and together they collected the .American 
antique furniture which f i l l e d the home they shared at 4410 Rossmoyne and later at 
2940 Lazy Lane - "Bayou Bend." Many of the articles now part of the Bayou Bend 
Collection - given with the home to the Houston Museum of Fine Arts by Miss Ima before 
her death i n 1975 - f i r s t furnished the Hogg penthouse at 401 Louisiana. The walls 
there were lined with Will Hogg's priceless collection of Remington paintings, also 
bequeathed to the Museum, an i n s t i t u t i o n which both Will and his sister nutiu'ed and 
supported to the fu l l e s t extent. 

Conservation of natiiral beauty and resoiu-ces was of constant Interest to 
Will Hogg. I t was undoubtedly this devotion to greenspace, trees, and flowers as well as 
an Intolerance to the heat and humidity of Houston's climate, that inspired the 
gardeb surrounding the penthouse and the even more lavish display at Bayou Bend. I t 
is Interesting to note that the original 1920 plans for landscaping the penthouse Included 
an unusual butterfly garden. While there is no evidence that these plans were carried 
out atop 401 Louisiana, a larger but similar butterfly garden is a feature of the 
grounds at Bayou Bend todat. In order that citizens might also share i n the pleasures 
or natin-e, Hogg provided thousands of crepe myrtle trees at no cost to residents of 
the c ity who would plant and care for them. Many s t i l l survive. Perhaps of paramount 
Importance to Houston, Hogg secured Camp Logan, a World War I military f a c i l i t y , for 
the c ity as a spacious natural preserve now almost i n the heart of the ci t y . As 
Memorial Park i t is enjoyed by l i t e r a l l y thousands. 

As a strong advocate of ci t y planning, zoning, beautlfIcatlon, and orderly 
urban development. Will Hogg established the Forum of Civics, published at his own 
expense the attractive magazine. Civics for Houston, and served for several years 
beginning i n 1927 as Chairman of the City Planning Commission. During that period 
he called i n the firm of Hare & Hare to draw up a comprehensive plan for the future 
development of Houston. He secured the valuable Civic Center property for the city, 
and i n so doing became outraged to learn that the Mayor was quite probably profiteering 
at the citizens'expense. His coiu-ageous exposure had some temporary effect, but death 
came soon thereafter. I t was not only Hoggs death but the onset of the depression 
which prevented the affirmative consideration of many of Hogg's proposals. However, 
in 1957, George Fuerman (Reluctant Empire, p. 153) again cautioned the c i t y that i t would 
be wise even at that date "to abandon i t s quantitative thinking i n favor of the 
goals of Will C. Hogg," which i n Hogg's own words were, "to make the c i t y more 
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enjoyable, more adequately equipped, more beautiful—and consequently more useful for 
everyone who lives and works therein." As i f to exemplify Hogg's conviction that beauty 
could also be profitable, he directed and planned the Houston subdivision. River Oaks, 
where winding streets, wooded homesltes, and constantly increasing land values attest 
today to the wisdom of his thesis. 

An evidence of Will Hogg's concern for the welfare of futiu-e Texans was his 
lifelong Interest i n education. He developed i n 1911 the Organization for the Enlarge­
ment by the State of Texas of I t s Institutions of Higher Learning. As president of 
the University of Texas Ex-Students' Association he pushed for construction of Gregory 
Gym, the University Commons, and the publication of the Alcalde, the Association's 
magazine. Hogg served as member of the Board of Regents of the University 1914-1916, 
and in 1917 led the fight to support University interests i n the battle with Governor 
James E. Ferguson. Hogg also advocated and contributed financially to student loan 
funds at state colleges and Rice Institute. 

After Hogg's death i n 1930, his bequest established the Hogg Foundation which, 
at the request of Mike and Miss Ima Hogg, has been devoted to mental hygiene. In 
1952 t i t l e to the Hogg buildings at 401 Louisiana and other property was transferred 
to the Foundation - Will Hogg Memorial Fund. Although the trustees soon sold the 
buildings, the proceeds have become a part of Will Hogg's legacy to the citizens of Texas. 

But Will Hogg was not just an idealistic activist. He was also a practical 
business man, comfortable with himself and sure of his taste. Although 401 Louisiana 
was the only known Hogg family office building i n Houston, i t was designed not as a 
family monument but as a working home for the auto agency and Insurance company. 
Unlike Houston's monument builders of the 1920's who ordered temples or mausolea rising 
above a skyscraper base (the 1927 Niels Esperson Building, for example) Hogg hid his 
v i l l a behind a plain brick wall. Of coin'se, everyone knew i f was there, but few were 
privileged to see i t at close range. But as the evergreens and yucca Inched above the 
parapet and the lights outlining the t i l e roof winked on i n the evening, the sense of 
mystery heightened and gave rise to stories of midnight revels, secret stairs, and 
ladles' ghostly laughter. William B. Ferguson, long-time associate of the Hoggs, f l a t l y 
denies that anything but business transpired there; but the rumors persist. As Houston 
Post columnist, Lynn Ashby, remarked recently, the fanciful tales "have more panache" 
than the probably truth—which is that Will Hogg used the spacious "li v i n g room" with 
wood-burning fireplace and the oval solarium dining room to entertain cronies like 
financier Jesse Jones, newspaperman Marcellus (Mefo) Foster, and architect John Staub 
with homely cornbread and blackeyed peas cooked by Hogg maids Stella or Gertrude at 
home and transported by car to town. 

John Staub, a close friend of the Hogg family, recently remarked to the 
Docents at Bayou Bend that i t was regrettable Indeed that the name of Will Hogg, who 
did so much for Houston and hoped to do so much more, was in danger of being forgotten 
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by younger generations. Restoration of the complex of Hogg Buildings at 401 Louisiana 
could be a step toward renewed appreciation of William Clifford Hogg and the goals 
he set for Houston. 
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401 LOUISIANA STREET ASSOCIATION A T » « U«,T.O «,TMS«SH,P 

4801 WOODWAY, SUITE 480 EAST, HOUSTON 77056 713/961-1383 

^0 June 5, 1978 

P 

Mr. B i l l Murtagh 
O f f i c e of Archeology & Preservation 
Heritage & Recreational Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

SUBJECT: Hogg ( Pappas ) B u i l d i n g 

APPLICATION BY: Union Republic Development Co. 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

I am w r i t i n g t h i s l e t t e r t o ask t h a t you please consider 
Waiver of Notice f o r the Hogg B u i l d i n g a p p l i c a t i o n , and 
i f so, t o please put t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n i n l i n e f o r review 
f o r the N a t i o n a l Register. 

We, at Union Republic, understand the tax i n c e n t i v e s 
as set f o r t h i n the Tax Reform Act of 1976 and c e r t a i n l y 
plan t o take advantage o f these p r o v i s i o n s should the 
Hogg B u i l d i n g be placed on the r e g i s t e r . 

I f you r e q u i r e f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n or have any questions, 
please c a l l me a t 713-224-6563 i n Houston. 

Sincere l y , 

yMep>7^j^£7^:i<^^ 
George R. B a y l i i ^ 
Vice President 
Union Republic Development Co. 

GRB:la 

UNION REPUBLIC DEVELOPMENT CO., GENERAL PARTNER 

^ oP(^-<4A^uiiy)\A^ AP^^ Tryr ._7y. 7:76£ 
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401 LOUISIANA STREET ASSOCIATION A TEXAS LIMITED PARTNERSHIP 

4801 WOODWAY, SUITE 480 EAST, HOUSTON 77056 713/961-1383 

June 29, 1978 ^ 

O f f i c e o f Archeology & Preservation 
Heritage & Recreational Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

A t t n : Mrs. Sherfy 

Dear Mrs. Sherfy: 

Mrs. Ann Wilson relayed your telephone request f o r 
photographs of the Hogg b u i l d i n g during d e m o l i t i o n . 

Enclosed are two photographs showing the o r i g i n a l facade 
of b r i c k and windows s t i l l i n place. 

Should you need f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , please c a l l me. 

Sincerely, 

George R. Baylis 

GRB/jb 
E n d . 

UNION REPUBLIC DEVELOPMENT CO., GENERAL PARTNER 
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