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I NAME 
HISTORIC ELISSA 

AND/OR COMMON 

L O C A T I O N PERMANENT LOCATION:  
STREETS. NUMBER MOORED AT SEAWOLF PARK  

(temporary location: Piraeus. Greece") _ N O T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 

GALVESTON -IGLAJ<D VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

STATE CODE 
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COUNTY 

GALVESTON 
CODE 
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CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTR1CT 

_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 
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[OWNER OF PROPERTY 
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GALVESTON HISTORICAL FOUNDATION 
STREETS! NUMBER 

P.O. BOX 302 
CITY. TOWN 

GALVESTON VICINITY OF 

STATE 
TE)CAS 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Galveston County Courthouse 
STREETS. NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

G a l v R s t n n 

STATE 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

—FEDERAL -STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE 

X-GOOD —RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE. 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The square-rigged, three masted barque ELISSA represents one of the las t 
remaining l inks between modem steamships and the Age of S a i l . Typical of 
the Style of s a i l i n g ships which cal led on the port o f Galveston i n the la te 
19th Century, ELISSA has undergone tremendous modifications during her 
100 year h i s to ry . Progressively downrigged to a motorship, ELISSA w i l l be 
converted by her owners to an aux i l i a ry powered barquentine, and a f t e r crossing 
the A t l a n t i c from Greece, the vessel w i l l be moored at Galveston and restored 
to i t s o r i g i n a l appearance. She w i l l be taken out to sea twice a year and 
w i l l be one o f , i f not the oldest , operational s a i l i n g ships i n the world. 

B u i l t i n 1877 by Alexander Hal l 5 Sons, ELISSA was o r i g i n a l l y c l a s s i f i e d 
as a barque and employed many techniques new to shipbui lding at that t ime. 
For example, the use of i ron was a r e l a t i v e l y new innovation t o s a i l i n g ships. 
ELISSA's h u l l was erected of lomore i ron which, by today's standards, i s 
exceptionally th i ck and long- las t ing . ELISSA's spec i f ica t ions included an 
overal l length of 200 fee t , wi th a deck length o f 149.5 f ee t . The moulded 
depth measured 16 fee t , the beam extended 28 fee t and the ship 's displacement 
equaled 974.4 tons. 

From 1877 to 1918 the ship operated as a s a i l i n g ship f o r i t s various 
owners. However, i n 1918 the vessel was f i t t e d with an engine. As a 
result of her two d i f f e r e n t sources o f power, ELISSA became an "aux i l i a ry 
schooner" although Lloyd's Register of Ships continued to r e f e r to her as a 
barque u n t i l the 1950s. 

In 1936 ELISSA was re-engined, a deckhouse b u i l t on the poop and the bow 
cut. The main mast was cut i n the 1950s, and i n 1967 the fore and mizzen 
masts were removed and a new mizzen amidship r e - i n s t a l l e d . The forecast le 
r a i l i ngs were cut and a fa lse bulwark plate was wedged i n to the forecas t le . 
The engine was replaced witha newer, more e f f i c i e n t engine. 

Currently, a two-phase plan i s underway to restore the ship to her 
o r i g i n a l appearance. ELISSA w i l l i n i t i a l l y be re-rigged as a barquentine. 
Although she w i l l possess operational s a i l i n g apparatus, the vessel w i l l 
re ly p r imar i ly on a new engine to cross the A t l a n t i c . Once she i s back 
i n Galveston, and when funds are avai lable , f i n a l res tora t ion w i l l take place. 
The ship w i l l be docked at Seawolf Park and w i l l serve as the foca l point o f 
Galveston's maritime museum. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 
1877 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Alexander Ha l l § Sons 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

As national awareness of our maritime heritage grows, the three-masted 
barque ELISSA increasingly becomes a more valuable cultural resource. The 
vessel remains as one of the last survivors of a long history of sailing 
ships which once played such a v i t a l role in our nation's development. 
The ELISSA is indicative of the type of ship which made the city of 
Galveston one of the most important ports, not only in the United States, 
but the world as well. When fi n a l restoration is con^leted, ELISSA w i l l 
reputedly be the oldest operational sailing vessel in the world - she w i l l 
cross the Atlantic Ocean to Galveston completely under her own power in 
the f a l l of 1978. She w i l l also be the t h i r d oldest merchant sailing 
ship s t i l l afloat, surpassed only by Britain's CUTTY SARK (1869) and 
San Diego's STAR OF INDIA (1863). 

By the aid 1880s maritime technology was at a crossroads. The 
sailing ship was being revolutionized with innovations from the Industrial 
Revolution and, at the same time, the steamship was being perfected. 
Even though the new sailing ships, like the ELISSA were vastly superior 
to older ships, they soon were no match to the faster, more reliable deep 
water steamships. Therefore, when the ELISSA was launched in October 1877 
the demise of the Age of Sail loomed in the not too distant future. 

Constructed i n Aberdeen, Scotland by the prestigious shipbuilding firm 
of Alexander Hall § Sons, ELISSA was owned by Henry Fowler Watt and 
Edward Wilson Crosfield, both of England. She was b u i l t for transporting 
goods and, according to Lloyd's of London Register of Shipping, carried a 
wide variety of cargo to over 100 ports in six continents during her 
100 years of service. During this period, ELISSA sailed under six flags 
including Great Britain, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Greece and the United States. 

ELISSA's log reveals that the ship has seen considerable service in 
.'American waters. I t was quarantined in Savannah, Georgia and once straggled 
into Key West short on provisions. Nearly sunk in the stormy weather that 
accompanied the infamous 1888 New England blizzard, ELISSA found safety and 
shelter in Boston, though i t s destination was New York City. ELISSA is 
thought by some to have been the only ship that was able to dock at Boston 
during the "Blizzard of 88". 

Transporting a shipment of bananas from Tampico, Mexico, ELISSA docked 
in Galveston for the f i r s t time in December 1883. During this time. 
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Galveston was an important trading center and "ranked second only to New York 
in exports and was the greatest cotton shipping source in the world". 1 
When ELISSA departed in January, 1884 the ship was bound for the t e x t i l e 
mills of Liverpool with a cargo of Texas cotton. However, this was not 
ELISSA's last v i s i t to Texas. In 1887 the vessel once again docked in 
Galveston and eight years later the ship came to Rio Grande (now Port Isabel). 
During this t r i p ELISSA ran aground and received minor damage to the h u l l . 
This "hog" or indentation was repaired and the ship was soon back to sea. 

In 1897 ELISSA sustained major damage during a storm at sea and 
required assistance from the steamship VALENTIA. Shortly after the repairs 
were made, the ELISSA was sold to a Norwegian partnership and was renamed 
FJELD. In 1911 the ship was sold again, this time to Carl Johnasson, a 
Swede, who renamed the ship GUSTAF. The vessel continued to be used for 
shipping, however modifications soon followed. The ship was f i t t e d with an 
engine and reclassified as an "auxiliary schooner". 

Bought by Erik Nyland of Finland in 1930, GUSTAF continued to be 
owned by Finn shippers u n t i l 1959 when she was sold to Greek merchants. 
Renamed CHRISTOPHOROS, the vessel underwent major modifications. The main 
mast was removed making the ship, for a l l practical purposes, a motorship. 

In 1967 the ship was shrouded in controversy involving cigarette 
smuggling from Yugoslavia to Ital y . After o f f i c i a l complaints from the 
Italian govemment, the ship was sold and renamed ACHAEOS. The fore and 
mizzen masts were removed and another engine ref i t t e d . In 1969 the ship 
was renamed PIONEER. After a conflict between the owners and the crew, 
the ship was moored off the scrap-yard beach of Pireaus, Greece in 1970. 
Later that year the vessel was sold and renamed ELISSA. 

The Galveston Historical Foundation purchased ELISSA in 1975 because 
of her link with Galveston's port during the prosperous years of the late 
1800s. Currently, plans are underway to restore ELISSA in order for her 
to make the journey from Greece across the Atlantic to Galveston. The 
ship w i l l be used as an "operational" museum and w i l l be sailed twice a 
year to allow Sea Scouts and underprivileged youth the opportunity to 
experience sailing a square-rigged ship. 

1. Texas: The Lone Star State, by R.N. Richardson, p.357. 
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EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OFAMERICA 
A t h e n s , Greece 
APO NY 09253 

A p r i l 19, 1978 

Mr. Robert R. Garvey 
Executive D i r e c t o r 
Advisory Council on H i s t o r i c Preservation 
1522 K. St. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Garvey: 

The American Embassy i n Athens has r e c e n t l y heard through rumors t h a t 
a s t e e l p l a t e d s a i l i n g vessel named " E l i s s a " , b u i l t i n Abderdeen, 
Scotland i n 1877 and now being r e s t o r e d i n Pireaus, Greece by the 
Galveston H i s t o r i c a l S ociety o f Galveston, Texas f o r use as a " f l o a t i n g 
musexim", has been designated as a n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i c a l vessel. The 
Embassy i s unaware o f the exact t i t l e of designation, but understands 
t h a t i t would have taken place under your o f f i c e . I t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t 
your o f f i c e took t h i s a c t i o n w i t h i n the past few weeks. 

The Embassy has been c l o s e l y f o l l o w i n g the r e s t o r a t i o n of the "Elissa" 
since J u l y , 1977 and has intervened w i t h the Greek Government occasion­
a l l y t o "cut red-tape" on t h e i r b e h a l f . Since the vessel w i l l be 
under r e s t o r a t i o n here f o r about another year before being s a i l e d back 
t o Texas, thought i s now being given t o o f f i c i a l l y n o t i f y i n g the 
Greek M i n i s t r y o f Cu l t u r e about the p r o j e c t and asking the M i n i s t r y t o 
lend i t s ' support t o easing the bureaucracy surrounding the p r o j e c t . 

I t would s i g n i f i c a n t l y help us in;any approach we might make t o the 
M i n i s t r y i f the " E l i s s a " has been designated as a h i s t o r i c a l e n t i t y 
by the United States. I am t h e r e f o r e requesting v e r i f i c a t i o n of the 
"Elissa's" recent a c q u i s i t i o n of h i s t o r i c a l s t a t u s , together w i t h any 
d e t a i l s and documentation you might be able t o provide r e l a t i n g t o 
the case. 

Thanking you i n advance f o r your prompt response. 

RT/mj 
ohn R, Trow 
conomic O f f i c e r 





Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation 
' 1522 K Street N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20005 MAY 2 1978 

Mr. John R. Trowbridge 
EconoBic Officer 
U.S. Embassy 
Athens, Greece 
APO NT 09253 

Dear Mr. Trowbridge: 

We have your lette r of April 19 inquiring about the historical designa­

tion of the "Elissa," a vessel currently being restored i n Greece for 

ultinate display i n Texas. The "Elissa" was recently listed in the 

National Register of Historic Places, the U.S. Government's o f f i c i a l 

inventory of cultural properties worthy of preservation. The National 

Register is the responsibility of the Secretary of the Interior, not the 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. We are therefore asking the 

Keeper of the National Register to provide you with further information 

about this designation and i t s meaning. 

Sincerely yours. 

Signed 

Robert M. Utley 
Deputy Executive Director 

cc: 
HCRS-NR (Attention: Carol Shull) 

The Conmcil is an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act of 
October I f , 1966 to advise the President and Congress in the field of Historic Preservation. 



U32Hni 
MAY 1 6 1978 

Mr. J < ^ R. Trowbridge 
Economic Officer 
United States Stabessy 
Athens, Greece 
APO New York 09253 

Dear Mr. Trowbridge: 

Mr. Robert M. Utley, Deputy Executive Director of the Advisory Council 
on Historic Preservation, has forwarded to us your l e t t e r of A p r i l 
19 conceming the LlEliess." 

We are pleased to inform you that the "Elissa" was entered I n the 
National Register of I i l s t o r l c Places March 21, 1978. Enclosed Is a 
copy of the notalnatlon which documents the vessel's h i s t o r i c s i g n i f i ­
cance and material explaining the National Register and e f f e c t of 
l i s t i n g . 

We appreciate your coraaitment to the preservation of the "Elissa." 

Sincerely yours, 

(Sgd.) William J. Murtagh 

WllllsB J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Eteglster 

Enclosures 

cc: Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
P. 0. Box 12276 
Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

bcc: Director's Reading F i l e 
NR 

FHR:B. Handy:pr:5-12-78:523-6431 
'^asic F i l e Retained i n NR 

Mr. Robert Utley 
Advisory Council on H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Suite 430 
1522 K Street NW. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
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