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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The E. B. Black House on the corner of Third and Bennett Streets is a
late Victorian 1% story frame structure with Colonial Revival influence
and elements. It has one~over=one double<hungosash windows, dentilled
cornice, wrap-around one-story gallery with squared, brick-based columns,
second story central balcony, flared eaves and eave returns. There are
fan lights above dormer doors and windows, with bar tracery on windows

on the gallery. The original horizontal wood siding and brick skirting
has been sheathed in stucco on all sides except the first floor gallery
area. A metal crest and finials on the wood shingle roof, as well as

two corbelled brick chimneys, have been removed. The original ionic columns
on the gallery and two panelled colums on the balcony have been replaced.
A white picket fence shown in a 1910 photo has also been removed.

The south (front) facade shows the gallery wrapping around to the east
with a central entry and balcony above. The first floor and balcony doors
are flanked by sidelights, with a fan light above the balcony door. The
gallery is indented jugt east of the entry pavilion, following the wall
outline of the house.

The west (Bennett St. side) elevation shows a central projecting pavilion
and bay window with a large dormer centered above with three bar-traceried
windows separated by muntins.

The north (back) elevation has simpler window and door treatments, but
continues the dentil treatment on the cornice, eave returns and flared
eaves that are found on the other three elevations. Entrance to the storm
cellar is on this side. The central back porch has been enclosed.

The east (side ) elevation shows continuation of the wrap-around gallery
from the south. There is a fan light above the window in the gable end
and an altered brick chimney is visible just north of the gable.

Originally the property included a windmill, well house, coal and wood
storage bin, a fenced barn and pens for horses andichickens. All of these
have since been removed.

Ceilings in the house are 10 feet high. There is yellow pine wainscoting

in the diningroom, front and back halls, which is panelled, with a decor-
ative egg and dart molding outlining each panel. The panels are topped

by a bracketed architrave molding. Double sliding pocket doors open from
the guest room to the front hall and between the parlor and diningroom.

The opening between the front hall and aprlor is framed by two Ionic columns
on pedestals. The two oak mantels are also framed by columns with classical
capitals, and both contain beveled mirrors.

The four bedrooms and bath on the second floor have low ceilings due to
the half story. The bath was originally a large storage room.

The present owners are planning to replace the original gallery columns,
chimneys, ridge rows and finials and remove all the plaster. The house
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and grounds will be maintained as an adjunct to the Deaf Smith County
Museum for teas, receptions and school meetings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The E. B. Black House, built in 1909 by Emmett Vanderbugh, is a good

le of late Victorian architecture with the advent of the Colonial
Revival influence, as interpreted in the Texas Panhandle. E. B. Black's
residence at 508 W. 3rd St. was built only ten years after Hereford was
named and four years after its incorporation. As one of the towns earliest
civic and commercial leaders, Mr. Black was president of the Hereford
Commercial Club (a forerunner of the Chamber of Commerce), and was mayor
of Hereford from 1932 to 1934. He was instrumental in the creation of the
Hereford Independent School District and the Central School, and sponsored
construction of the first high school. He was also a leader in the First
Methodist Church, where he was Superintendent of the Sunday School for
thirty years. The Black home was planned to accomodate guests for church
and community social gatherings. As one of the few large homes in Hereford,
it was used frequently for these purposes.

While Deaf Smith County was created out of the Bexar Territory in 1876,
settlement and growth didn't occur for another 20 years. When the Santa
Fe Railroad crossed southeastern Deaf Smith County, residents 6f the
county seat, La Plata, voted to move the townsite to the railroad. The
new town was called Bluewater until it was learned that there was already
a town by that name in the state. The name was then changed to Hereford
after the cattle grazing the adjoining prairies.

E. B. Black, born in Russell County, Alabama in 1866, moved to Texas in
1882 and eventually settled in Cleburne. He moved to Hereford in 1901
and established his furniture store and undertaking business, E. B. Black

Company.

Mr. Black served on the school board as early as 1904. The

first high school he sponsored in 1926 is now part of Stanton Jr. High

School.

Following Mr. Black's death in 1945, the house and its furnishings remained
in the family until 1976. At this time the house and furnishings were
deeded to the Deaf Smith County Commissioners Court to be managed and
maintained by the Deaf Smith County Historical Society, Inc.

The house will be used as an adjunct to the Deaf Smith County Museum after
restoration has been completed. Receptions, club meetings, and teas will
be held in the first floor rooms, and the house will be used by homemaking
arid building trades classes in the public schools. It will be open to the
public on specified days for viewing.
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THE HEREFORD BRAND, April 16, May 28, August 20, October 15, and November 26,
19093 January 14, 1910.

Abstract of Title, Lot Seven and the west one~half of Lot Eight, Block
71, compiled by A. O. Thompson Abstract Company, Hereford, Texas.

Personal Interviews:

Mrs. Richard P. Barnard (grand-daughter of E. B. Black), 212 Avenue B,
Hereford, Texas, 79045, May, 1977.
Mrs. C. E. Birkmeyer (daughter of E. B. Black), 609 Prospect, Amarillo,

Texas, June, 1977.
Mr. Herbert Brasher, Architect, 2118 34th St., Lubbock, Texas, June, 1977

and July, 1977.
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BLACK, E. B., HOUSE
Leaf Smith County, Texas

Photograph l of 3

Property of the National Register

E . B . Black House BRI
508 West 3rd st.

South Elevation
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BLACK, E. B., HOUSE
Leaf Smith County, Texas

Photographe) of 3

Property of the National Register

E. B. Black House MAR 2 ¢ 1978

508 West 3rd St.
Southeast Oblique
Stan Klein
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BLACK, E. B., HOUSE
Leaf Smith County, Texas

Photograph3 of 3

Property of the National Register

E. B. Black House
508 West 3rd St.

Southwest Oblique
Stan Klein
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