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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Dallas H a l l , located on the campus of Southern Methodist U n i v e r s i t y 
i n D a llas, Texas, i s a f o u r - s t o r y , red b r i c k Neo-Georgian s t r u c t u r e , 
Constructed between 1912 and-j^l915, the b u i l d i n g e x i s t e d f o r f i f t y ^ f i y e 
years i n i t s o r i g i n a l s t a t e . A major renovation i n 1970-71 a l t e r e d the 
i n t e r i o r t o accommodate current needs, while l e a v i n g the e x t e r i o r s t r u c t u r 
a l l y unchanged. The f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n r e f e r s t o the o r i g i n a l and 
present appearance of Dallas H a l l , except where note i s taken of i n t e r i o r 
remodeling. 

Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge, the Chicago branch of a Boston a r c h i t e c t 
t e c t u r a l f i r m , designed Dallas H a l l i n the t r a d i t i o n of Roman Classic 
A r c h i t e c t u r e as mediated by the Georgian Period.2 A c e n t r a l rotunda, 
i n s p i r e d by the Roman Pantheon (ca. 120 A.D.), i s flanked by east and west 
wings t h a t terminate i n s e m i - c i r c u l a r p o r t i c o e s of the Roman Doric order. 
The b u i l d i n g faces south w i t h a frontage of 225 fee t and a depth of 111 
feet.3 

The rotunda, magnificent i n both scale and design, r i s e s three s t o r i e s 
from the main f l o o r . 4 i t s copper dome r e s t s on a b r i c k drum, supported i n 
t u r n by a b r i c k octagon. P a l l a d i a n windows ornament four corners of the 
octagon, and stone balustrades enclose these corners,^ Contrary t o t h e i r 
e x t e r n a l appearance, the windows provide no l i g h t f o r the i n t e r i o r of the 
rotunda; r a t h e r , they open i n t o rounded c o r r i d o r s fourteen f e e t wide which 
serve as the b u i l d i n g ' s a t t i c . 

The top of the copper dome encases a stained glass s k y l i g h t wreathed 
i n acanthus leaves. From t h i s source come s h i f t i n g p a t t e r n s of l i g h t t h a t 
enhance the Adamesque ornamentation on the dome's p l a s t e r e d i n t e r i o r , The 
molded p l a s t e r was added at the time of r e f u r b i s h i n g , the o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r 
dome having been done i n gold l e a f . At the same time, e l e c t r i c l i g h t s were 
i n s t a l l e d near the base of the p l a s t e r . The l i g h t s had been included i n 
the o r i g i n a l design and in d e n t a t i o n s made f o r them i n 1915; but the con-

The Fred A. Jones Co, functioned as general c o n t r a c t o r i n the b u i l d i n g 
of Dallas H a l l . The b u i l d i n g cost $265,000, an amount exceeding the net 
contract p r i c e by $52,123. Robert S. Hyer t o Shepley, Rutan & Col l i d g e , 
19 June 1912; SMU Today 2, no. 1 (Winter 1969-70):7, 

2 
Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge, "Reports on Dallas H a l l " (30 January 1914), 

pp. 1-2. 
3 
Int e r v i e w w i t h Charles Dawson, D i r e c t o r of Physical Plant, 7 October 1977 

4 
The gound f l o o r underneath the main ( o r f i r s t ) f l o o r i s t e c h n i c a l l y a 

basement, although i t i s b u i l t e n t i r e l y above ground, 
5 
James F. White, A r c h i t e c t u r e at SMU; 50 Years and 50 Buil d i n g s 

(Dallas, Texas: Southern Methodist U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1966), p. 4, 
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t r a c t o r , Fred A. Jones, declared bankruptcy i n 1915 and l e f t t h i s d e t a i l 
u n f i n i s h e d . ^ 

From the marble f l o o r beneath the dome, coupled C o r i n t h i o n p i l a s t e r s 
extend through two f l o o r s . The second and t h i r d f l o o r walkways which they 
support give access t o upper l e v e l s of the east and west wings. Four 
c o f f e r e d v a u l t s open o f f the t h i r d f l o o r walkway. On the main f l o o r four 
oval rooms f l a n k the rotunda.'^ 

A t a l l , shallow p o r t i c o leading d i r e c t l y i n t o the rotunda serves as 
the f r o n t entrance t o Dallas H a l l . Six f l u t e d columns, t h i r t y - s i x feet 
high and four f e e t i n diameter, support the p o r t i c o . 8 The concrete 
columns are capped by C o r i n t h i a n c a p i t a l s , hand-carved from Bedford lime
stone. 9 The concrete s t a i r s adjacent t o the p o r t i c o had become weathered 
and worn by 1970. Renovators solved the problem by t u r n i n g them upside 
down.10 

The east and west wings of Dallas H a l l are covered by a roof of hard-
veined, unfading green s l a t e . Their e x t e r i o r w a l l s , l i k e those of the 
rotunda, are constructed of red Kansas b r i c k from the f i r s t through the 
t h i r d f l o o r s . The e x t e r i o r w a l l s of the exposed basement are b u i l t of 
Bedford limestone. The b u i l d i n g ' s foundation r e s t s on a rock s t r a t a at 
a depth of four f e e t . ^ l 

The east and west wing i n t e r i o r s underwent major changes i n the 1970-
71 renovation.12 O r i g i n a l l y , these areas housed a l l p a r t s of the univer-

6 
In t e r v i e w , Dawson. Two other a d d i t i o n s were made t o the rotund^ i n 

1971: (1) a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g g r i l l s , i n s t a l l e d i n the bays, and (2) the 
U n i v e r s i t y s e a l , placed i n the center of the marble f l o o r . Except f o r 
these changes, the rotunda appears the same today as i t d i d i n 1915, 

7 
White, A r c h i t e c t u r e , p. 4. 

g 
Dallas Morning News, 29 November 1912. 
9 
Shepley, Ruton & Coolidge, " S p e c i f i c a t i o n s f o r Dallas H a l l f o r 

Southern Methodist U n i v e r s i t y " (30 A p r i l 1912), p. 13. 
•^'^Interview, Dawson. 
•'""'•Shepley, et a l . , " S p e c i f i c a t i o n s , " p. 9, 
12 

The Pierce, Lacey Partnership of Dallas provided plans f o r the reno
v a t i o n of Dallas H a l l . SMU served as general c o n t r a c t o r , thereby saving 
an estimated $180,000 on the t o t a l cost of $2 m i l l i o n . Program, Formal 
Opening of Dallas H a l l (29 October 1971), p. 4. 
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s i t y : classrooms and l a b o r a t o r i e s , f a c u l t y and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e s , 
l i b r a r y , chapel, post o f f i c e , and barber shop. Obsolete f l o o r plans gave 
way t o a complete r e s t r u c t u r i n g as renovators modernized two f l o o r s f o r 
classroom use and two f l o o r s f o r o f f i c e space. A spacious, 196-seat 
auditorium w i t h extensive t e l e v i s i o n equipment replaced the t h i r d f l o o r , 
east wing Arden Playhouse ( e a r l i e r used as the chapel). At the northern 
entrance t o the b u i l d i n g one of the matching stairways was removed to 
provide space f o r restrooms on each f l o o r and an elevator.13 Presently, 
Dallas H a l l contains the classrooms and o f f i c e s of the U n i v e r s i t y ' s 
l a r g e s t academic d i v i s i o n , the School of Humanities and Science. 

One change r e s u l t i n g from the renovation of Dallas H a l l warrants 
s p e c i a l note. Restoration of the president's o f f i c e , the southwest oval 
room o f f the rotunda, represents a s i g n i f i c a n t r e c r e a t i o n of the b u i l d i n g ' s 
o r i g i n a l design. P a r t i t i o n s i n the twenty-foot room were dismantled and 
the o v a l , oak conference t a b l e f i r s t used i n the room i n 1915 was r e 
turned, Called the Robert S. Hyer Seminar Room i n honor of SMU's f i r s t 
p r e sident, t h i s place best symbolizes the h i s t o r i c cycle of change 
through which Dallas H a l l has come. 

Dallas H a l l , as i t p r e s e n t l y stands, r a t e s h i g h l y when measured by 
general b u i l d i n g standards. The b u i l d i n g i s Type I f i r e r e s i s t i v e , I t s 
basic m a t e r i a l s , r e i n f o r c e d concrete and s t r u c t u r a l s t e e l , make i t 
s t r u c t u r a l l y sound. Because of i t s heavy masonry w a l l s , the b u i l d i n g could 
become energy e f f i c i e n t w i t h only s l i g h t m o d i f i c a t i o n s , I n l i k e manner, 
the b u i l d i n g ' s heavy mass would make noise suppression possible w i t h some 
minor m o d i f i c a t i o n s . And f i n a l l y , the b u i l d i n g i s extremely weather t i g h t . 
I t s masonry w a l l s and s l a t e roof have allowed scant a i r and water i n f i l 
t r a t i o n during the past s i x t y - t w o years.15 

13 
Dallas Times Herald, 29 October 1971; Dallas Morning News, 

9 September 1971. 
14 

Dallas Morning News, 9 September 1971. 
15 

I n t e r v i e w w i t h Ray Marsh, U n i v e r s i t y A r c h i t e c t , 11 November 1977 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

For sixty-two years Dallas Hall has been the focal point of Southern 
Methodist University, From i t s h i l l t o p position on the 150-acre campus, 
the building has functioned as the center of i n t e l l e c t u a l a c t i v i t y for 
four generations of students, a l l the while providing the unifying feature 
of SMU for the Dallas Community. Because of i t s physical, h i s t o r i c a l , and 
symbolic significance, Dallas Hall merits consideration as a landmark 
worthy of preservation. 

In 1911 the Texas Educational Commission of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South determined to establish a new university commensurate with 
Methodism's r i s i n g standards of higher education. The Commission elected 
Robert S. Hyer as president of the proposed school and chose Dallas as 
the s i t e . Dallas' strategic location as a southwestern urban center 
(1915 population, 100,000) led Wallace B u t t r i c k , Executive Secretary of 
the General Board of Education of New York, to advise Hyer i n 1911 that 
Dallas was the best unoccupied t e r r i t o r y i n the South for a university. 
Dallas citizens indicated t h e i r interest i n securing the new university 
by pledging 622| acres of land and $300,000 i n cash.l Their g i f t of cash 
financed the construction of 

(See attached for continuation) 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees of Southern Methodist University, 
30 June 1913. The establishment of the Regional Federal Reserve Bank in 
Dallas i n 1913 coincided with the founding years of SMU, This proved to 
be a fo r t u i t o u s conincidence since the Bank fostered Dallas' growth as 
fin a n c i a l center and thereby enhanced future p o s s i b i l i t i e s for SMU's 
economic support. 

a 
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SMU's f i r s t building, named Dallas Hall in appreciation of the city's generosity. 

The imposing facade of Dallas Hall derived from Hyer's vision of SMU as a great 
university b u i l t on a grand design. Hyer planned in terms of a monumental building 
facing a long bouleverd which would eventually be lined with some t h i r t y additional 
buildings, a l l harmoniously related with the red brick and white columns of Georgian 
architecture. 

Hyer's plan, executed in later years much as he envisioned i t , reflects the Beaux-Arts 
tradition made popular by the 1893 Chicago Exposition. While Dallas Hall i t s e l f 
is Neo-Georgian, i t s h i l l t o p setting overlooking Bishop Bouleverd f i t s the 
Beaux-Arts pattern of situating a monumental building at the end of a broad 
avenue, thus providing a dynamic axis with long vistas. 

Hyer's selection of a mall design for SMU is significant in that i t differed 
from the traditional quadrangle pattern found on most college campuses in 1915. 
Moreover, his choice of Neo-Georgian architecture was a vanguard decision, for this 
style did not reach i t s prominence in Dallas u n t i l the early 1920's. 

Equipped with his own detailed sketch of Dallas Hall, Hyer went to Chicago in 1911 
to secure the architectural services of Shepley, Ruton § Coolidge. This firm, 
whose work he had long admired, was later chosen by John D. Rockefeller, Jr. to 
direct the restoration of Williamsburg. Hyer's selection of a nationally prominent 
architectural firm to design Dallas Hall is particularly significant since a l l 
other buildings at SMU have been designed by local architects. 

For the f i r s t decade of SMU's existence, Dallas Hall served as the only classroom 
f a c i l i t y . Thereafter, i t remained the center of liberal arts studies, thus claiming 
a l l students for at least part of their college careers. Few SMU alumni have not 
been influenced by the intellectual activities housed within i t s corridors. 
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STATE TEXAS 

Date Entered NOV 1 7 1978 

Name Location 

Southem Pacific Railroad Passenger Depot 

Dallas Hall 

Fourth Ward School 

Bonham, James Butler, Elementary School 

Rawlins, Capt. R.A., House 
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Dallas County 

San Antonio 
Bexar County 
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Bexar County 
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Dallas County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen 
Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable E. de la Garza 
Honorable Jaraes M. Collins 
Honorable Henry B. Gonzalez 
Honorable Clin E. league 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State Historical Commission 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station' 
Austin, Texas 78711 

i NR Byers/bjr 11/24/78 
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Acreage: Approximately 4.5 

Structure and quadrangle south of structure which serves as a terminus f o r 
Bishop Boulevard, described as follows: 

Begin at point where walkway oriented N-S and approximately 80' east of and 
pa r a l l e l to central axis from Bishop Boulevard to Dallas Hall intersects north 
curb of Dyer Street. Proceed north approximately 185' along eastern edge of 
walkway, then east approximately 135' along southem edge of walkway oriented 
E-W to westem curb of H i l l t o p Lane. Proceed north along curb approximately 
500', then following curve around east side of Dallas H a l l and west along 
curb approximately 300'. Follow curb as i t curves south around westem side 
of Dallas H a l l , then south approximately 500', then east approximately 140' 
along southem edge of sidewalk oriented E-W, then south approximately 185' 
along westem edge of sidewalk oriented N-S, and approximately 80' west of 
and p a r a l l e l to central axis from Bishop Boulevard to Dallas H a l l , then east 
along north curb of Dyer ap i t curves north approximateTvA50', then east 
approximately 100", then south approximately 50' to accomodate a t r a f f i c tum-
around, then east to point of o r i g i n . 
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10. Geographical Data ||TM unj 
Acreage of nominated property i n d i v i d u a l y , l e s s t h a n one 

Quadrangle name D a l l a s , Texas 
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Varbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See individual data sheets. 
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12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certification 
Tt>e evaluated significance of this property wittiln ttie state is: 

national state local 

As ttie designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Natiehal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I tiereby nominate ttiis property for Inclusion in ttie National Register and certtfyyuiat i t i ias tieen evaluated 
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