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I NAME 
HISTORIC 

Clay C o m t y Cour thouse and J a i l 
AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

J a i l : on I k a r d S t r e e t , one b l o c k w e s t o f courhouse 
B r i d q e S t r e e t , •, • T XT j - i - B r i d g e s t r e e t 

C o u r t h o u s e : p u b l i c sqaure 100 N o r t h _NOTFORPUBLICATION 
CITY, T O W N 

H e n r i e t t a VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
13 

STATE 

Texas 
CODE  

04 8 
COUNTY  

C l a y 
CODE 
077 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

_ X B U I L D I N G ( S ) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
XPUBLIC 

—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING C O N S I D E R E D 

STATUS 
Jk)CCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN P R O G R E S S 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES: RESTRICTED 

- X Y E S : UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENTUSE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

-GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

HjOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

County o f C lay 
STREETS. NUMBER 

P u b l i c Square , 100 N o r t h B r i d g e S t r e e t 
CITY. TOWN 

H e n r i e t t a —VICINITY OF 
STATE 

Texas 

Q L O C A T I O N OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC Q f f i c e o f t h e County C l e r k , Clay County Cour thouse 
STREETS. NUMBER 

100 N o r t h B r i d q e S t r e e t 
CITY. TOWN 

H e n r i e t t a 
STATE 

Texas 

• R E P R E S E N T A T I O N I N E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 
TITLE 

H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y 
DATE 

1970 —FEDERAL XSTATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS Toxas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
CITY. TOWN 

A u s t i n 
STATE 

Texas 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION 

—EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

—UNALTERED 

J^^LTERED . 

C H E C K ONE 

_JPRIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The plan of the Clay County Courthouse i s i n the form o f a Greek 
cross w i t h narrow arms p r o j e c t i n g 
p r o j e c t i n g t o the east and west, 
arms of the cross provided access 
which was p o s i t i o n e d i n center of 
l e v e l , the wide arms o f the cross 

t o the n o r t h and south and wide arms 
Corridors extending through both 
from a l l four sides o f the bi i L l d i n g 
the p u b l i c square. On the ground 
contained o f f i c e s and the narrow 

arms contained the stairways p r o v i d i n g access t o the courtroom which 
o r i g i n a l l y occupied most of the second f l o o r . 

The form and d e t a i l s of the courthouse are C l a s s i c a l . The most 
noteworthy features o f the e x t e r i o r are the sandstone columns on t A l l 
pedestals p r o j e c t i n g from each o f the e i g h t corners, expressing the 
second f l o o r as a piano n o b i l e . The w a l l s o f locally-manufactured red 
b r i c k are accented by sandstone s t r i n g c o u r s e s . During c o n s t r u c t i o n an 
i r o n cornice was s u b s t i t u t e d f o r the stone cornice t h a t was o r i g i n a l l y 
s p e c i f i e d . O r i g i n a l l y the roo f was hipped on a low p i t c h , c r e a t i n g a 
stronger h o r i z o n t a l i t y than the new gable r o o f provides. A t a l l tower 
w i t h four clock faces surmounted by a cupola and f i n i s h e d w i t h sheet 
metal d e t a i l s was replaced e a r l y i n the t w e n t i e t h century by a low dome 
of frame c o n s t r u c t i o n . Late i n the century, an i r o n fence and concrete 
sidewalks were i n s t a l l e d - - t h e s e , of course, have been removed and 
replaced. I n 1891 a f i r e p r o o f record room was added and i n 189 3 twenty 
four incadescent l i g h t s were i n s t a l l e d (an e a r l y use i n West Texas o f 
a r t i f i c a l l i g h t i n g ) . 

On the i n t e r i o r the o f f i c e s remain e s s e n t i a l l y i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n . However w a l l surfaces have been r e f i n i s h e d w i t h pecan 
paneling and lower c e i l i n g s have been i n s t a l l e d . I n recent years, along w i t h 
i n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s , many window openings have been p a r t i a l l y or wholly 
f i l l e d . 

T y p i c a l o f many o f those i n West Texas, the Clay County J a i l was a 
two-story masonry work w i t h stuccoed w a l l s . Roman arches w i t h emphasized 
imposts were employed on the f r o n t s e c t i o n , which was emphasized by 
an asymmetrically placed gable; elsewhere segmental arches were used. 
Wall decoration consists of s t r i n g c o u r s e s , an ornamental b r i c k cornice 
and some r e l i e f on the Roman arches. Other decorative features include 
corner f i n i a l s and a small cupola, the l a t t e r of which was also f u n c t i o n a l . 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

X_1800-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

X_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES J a i l 1890 
CH- 1884 

BUiLDER/ARCHiTECtĴ il (1890) Pauley J a i l B u i l d i n g 
CH-W.H. W i l s o n - A r c h i t e c t 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Clay County Courthouse and J a i l have a r c h i t e c t u r a l and govern
mental s i g n i f i c a n c e . The Courthouse i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by i t s stone d e t a i l s 
and cross-shaped pl a n , which was r e l a t i v e l y unusual i n Texas. Both the 
courthouse and j a i l have been the focus o f govemment cind law enforcement 
a c t i v i t i e s f o r nearly a century. I n a d d i t i o n , during the e a r l y years 
of i t s use, the Courthouse was the l o c a t i o n of numerous s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s 
of the county. 

Clay County was organized i n 1857 but Ind i a n r a i d s l a t e r forced 
abandonment. I n 1872 the county was reorganized and the f o l l o w i n g year 
the county commissioners ordered the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the f i r s t c o u r t 
house, a rectangular stone b u i l d i n g . 

Named, according t o legend, f o r the w i f e o f Henry Clay o f Kentucky, 
H e n r i e t t a was o r i g i n a l l y l a i d out i n 1860. A f t e r abandonment during 
Indian problems the town was reoccupied i n 186 5 but was once again 
vacated as a r e s u l t o f pressures from, the Indians. I t was f i n a l l y 
occupied permanently i n 1873 and i t was inc o r p o r a t e d i n 1882, the year 
i t became the permanent county seat. Located on the Fort Worth and 
Denver Railroad and the M i s s o u r i , Kansas, and Texas Rail r o a d , i t became 
a commerical center f o r the surrounding region. 

Late i n 1883 the commissioners' co u r t ordered T.J. Craig, County 
Judge, t o advertise f o r plans and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s f o r a new courthouse 
t o be erected on the p u b l i c square. A f t e r examing those submitted, the 
plans of W.H. Wilson of Dallas were accepted. L a t e r , another 
a r c h i t e c t , ( f i r s t name unkown) Tozer, became associated w i t h the p r o j e c t . 
On January 29, 1884, a f t e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the bids submitted, contractors 
D.W. S t r a i n , Ward Risley and A. Swinburn of F o r t Worth were selected 
t o b u i l d the temple o f j u s t i c e f o r $34,800 and on June 24 the cornerstone 
was l e v e l l e d by H e n r i e t t a Lodge No. 454, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. 

As occasionally was the case i n the nineteenth century, various 
rooms i n the courthouse served f u n c t i o n s outside government. I n 1884 the 
grand j u r y room was rented t o the Knights of Honor f o r use as a lodge 
room. A room on the t h i r d f l o o r was rented as a law o f f i c e and i n 1886 
another room was rented t o the Henrietta S i l v e r Cornet Band f o r $4.00 per 
month. Later, however, orders were issued f o r b i d d i n g the use of the 
courthouse f o r b a l l s and dances. Then, i n 1905 the court issued an order 
f o r b i d d i n g the use of the courthouse f o r i c e cream p a r t i e s because 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The courthouse i s bounded I k a r d and G i l b e r t S t ree t s on the n o r t h and 
south , and be Bridge and Main S t ree t s on the east and west . The j a i l 
i s l oca t ed one b lock west o f the courthouse on I k a r d Street.., 

i : . • ; . ... : 
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STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
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W i l l a r d R. Robi n s o n - P r n f p . c i s n r n f Arrrh i t p r - t n r p 1 0 - 1 4 - 7 6 
ORGANIZATION 

D i v i s i o n of Architecture-Texas Tech U n i v e r s i t y 
DATE 

806/742-2464 
STREETS. NUMBER 

P . O . B o x 4499 

TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN 

Lubbock 
STATE 

|STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS; 
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criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE Texas State Historic Preservation Officer 
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"the cont inued waste o f s a l t and s a l t water on f l o o r s have damaged same 
to a considerable e x t e n t , as w e l l as the s leepers under the f l o o r . . . " 

Today the courthouse continues t o serve soley the f u n c t i o n s o f 
county government. 

I n 1874 a s i x t e e n - f o o t - s q u a r e j a i l was b u i l t w i t h s i x - i n c h wooden 
w a l l s . B u i l t o f s o l i d oak the p lan cons i s t ed o f a c e n t r a l h a l l w i t h 
three c e l l s on e i t h e r s i d e . This work i s preserved i n H e n r i e t t a . 

However, t h i s e a r l y calaboose obv ious ly proved u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . 
I n less than three years a f t e r i t s acceptance i n 1875, no t i ce s were 
publ i shed i n v i t i n g con t r ac to r s t o submit proposals f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of a new sandstone j a i l . On August 12, 187 8 the commissioners ' c o u r t 
ordered t h a t the c o n t r a c t f o r the e r e c t i o n o f a county j a i l be l e t t o 
J . L . Thomas o f F o r t Worth. For $7,000 the c o n t r a c t o r , who developed 
h i s own p l a n s , was t o b u i l d a j a i l w i t h e x t e r i o r w a l l s o f p i t c h - f a c e d 
ashlar sandstone. 

However, t h i s j a i l was not b u i l t . F i n a l l y i n 1890 the Pauley 
J a i l Building and Manufac tur ing Company o f Sa in t Louis was awarded a 
con t rac t f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a new j a i l f o r $24,000. The j a i l was 
completed and accepted t h a t same year . 

GPO 892 455 
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