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J D E S C R I P T I O N Administration Building 

CONDITION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 
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— FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

An excellent example of the Victorian s t y l e used for schools i n 1875 can 
be found i n the buildings that house the Administration Offices of the San 
Antonio Independent School D i s t r i c t . O r i g i n a l l y constructed by the City and used 
as a combination f i r e s t a tion and Fourth Ward School, t h i s i s the only structure 
l e f t of the o r i g i n a l f i v e schools i n the d i s t r i c t . 

Located at 141 Lavaca across from Hemisfair Plaza, the s i t e for the Federal 
Courthouse and Federal Office Building, and two blocks from the King William 
D i s t r i c t , these administration buildings provide a v i t a l l i n k between the modern 
buildings to the north and the h i s t o r i c King William area to the south. The 
o r i g i n a l architect and builder are not known but the structures r e f l e c t the 
strong German-Victorian craftsmenship known to t h i s area at that time. The style 
i s c l a s s i f i e d as Vi c t o r i a n - I t a l i a n a t e by the San Antonio Historic Survey. 

The two rectangular stone buildings are b u i l t perpendicular to each other, 
forming a "L" shape, and are connected by an "L" shaped porch. They are both 
two-story, have a hip roof and gables, and load bearing walls. The eaves around 
the buildings are decorated with wooden modillions and consoles. 

Building A (See the s i t e plan), housing the Superintendent's Office i s 
constructed of limestone and i s 84 feet by 33 feet. I t contains four gables 
one on each side with a c i r c u l a r wooden vent. This vent i s surrounded by a wide 
smooth stone trim. The eaves of the gables are decorated with wooden modillions 
whereas the eaves at the end are ornamented with wooden consoles. A l l four 
edges of the building are decorated with quoins. 

The east facade i s divided i n t o three bays with a gable roof over the center 
bay. The second f l o o r contains a series of four windows with transoms i n each 
bay. The windows i n the center bay have a single smooth stone l i n t e l . The f i r s t 
f l o o r has a series of windows i n each bay with a single smooth stone l i n t e l 
except for the l e f t bay which contains a door, a l a t e r addition. A l l the 
windows are six over s i x glass l i g h t s and have s i l l s of smooth stone. 

The south facade contains a series of six windows with a single smooth stone 
l i n t e l and s i l l . The windows on the second f l o o r have transoms. The bottom 
part of the building i s plastered. The f i r s t f l o o r of the west facade has a 
series of round arched openings, two are doorways and f i v e are windows with stone 
s i l l s . A t h i r d doorway has a stone l i n t e l . The limestone on the lower part of 
the building has been covered with plaster. A concrete porch and s t a i r s were 
added at a l a t e r date and the ends on the second f l o o r porch were enclosed for 
a storage room and a ladies lounge. The second f l o o r contaiiis three doorways 
alternating with windows. The openings have a smooth stone segmental arch and 
the windows have a smooth stone s i l l . 

A l a t e r concrete addition projects outward from the north facade of the o r i g i n a l 
building. The f i r s t f l o o r contains a door to the l e f t of the addition and a 
window to the r i g h t . The second f l o o r contains a window on each side. 
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The second building (Bldg. B) i s constructed of quarry-face stone and i s 
45 by 52 feet. The north facade i s divided into three bays. The center bay 
projects outward and i s crowned with a gable roof decorated with coupled consoles 
beneath the eaves. The gable contains a wooden roof vent with a round stone arch 
with a smooth keystone. The center bay contains four windows, two on each fl o o r 
whereas each of the side bays contain two windows on the second f l o o r and a 
window and door on the f i r s t f l o o r . The l i n t e l s for a l l the openings and the 
window s i l l s are of stone. 

The west facade contains a series of six windows which are divided into three 
bays by wooden p i l a s t e r s . The upper windows have a wooden l i n t e l and the lower 
windows contain a stone l i n t e l . A l l windows have a stone s i l l . The eaves of the 
roof are decorated with wooden consoles. 

The f i r s t f l o o r of the south facade contains a l i n t e l window and a door on 
the l e f t half and three windows and a door on the r i g h t . The second f l o o r 
contains two doors with transoms on the l e f t and three windows and a door on the 
r i g h t . The porches were replaced with concrete ones at a l a t e r date. Although 
the columns on the f i r s t f l o o r are concrete, the second f l o o r contains square 
wooden columns with moulded capitals. A wooden scalloped Victorian t r i m joins 
the capitals of the columns. 

The f i r s t f l o o r of the east facade contains a door with a transom to the 
l e f t of the building and two equally spaced windows with stone l i n t e l s and s i l l s 
to the r i g h t . There are two i d e n t i c a l windows on the second f l o o r . 

The San Antonio Independent School D i s t r i c t Administrative Center i s located 
on a bea u t i f u l corner l o t with several large pecan trees and well kept lawn 
areas which contribute to an a i r of serenity and peace to the f a c i l i t y and 
substance to the neighborhood. I t i s accessible to the central business d i s t r i c t 
and highly adaptable for reuse. 
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In 1875 the f i r s t school system was established i n San Antonio and fourteen 
teachers were assigned to f i v e schools. One of these schools, the Fourth Ward 
was located at the comer of Lavaca and Matagorda and occupied the second f l o o r 
of a building constructed by the City while the f i r s t f l o o r served as a f i r e 
s t a t i o n . This i s the only building l e f t of the o r i g i n a l f i v e schools and i s 
r e f l e c t i v e of the type of architecture used i n the schools. The same building 
i s now the Administration Office for the San Antonio Independent School D i s t r i c t , 
the oldest and largest school d i s t r i c t i n the c i t y , and houses the Superintendent's 
Office. Located close to the Alamo and w i t h i n two blocks of the h i s t o r i c a l King 
William D i s t r i c t , the school served the educational needs of many prominent 
members of the community. 

The f i r s t f l o o r of the building constructed by the City of San Antonio i n 
1875 served as a f i r e s t a tion u n t i l 1882 and the second f l o o r contained the Fourth 
Ward School. The enti r e structure became the Seventh Ward School i n 1882. The 
structure served as the Page School Annex u n t i l i t was converted to offices i n 
the l a t e 1920's. I t continues to serve the same purpose today. 

The f i r s t step toward the establishment of a permanent system of free public 
education was taken on January 4, 1853. The City Council appointed three of i t s 
members as a Coiranittee on Education and instructed them to formulate a plan for 
a system of public schools. That spring primary grade classes were held i n two 
locations with high school classes established l a t e r . The f i r s t Board of Educa­
t i o n was appointed on March 1, 1855 and by 1865 ninety pupils, f i f t y - f i v e boys 
and t h i r t y - f i v e g i r l s , were i n attendance. 

A far-reaching law was passed by the State Legislature i n 1873, setting aside 
one-half of the public domain fo r the support of schools and authorizing any 
incorporated c i t y to provide for the gratuitious education of a l l children of 
school age w i t h i n i t s l i m i t s - thus permitting the establishment of independent 
school d i s t r i c t s . In 1875 the f i v e schools, including one for Black children, 
were placed under the supervision of C. Plagge. 

By 1890, the system consisted of ten schools and the Superintendent was 
J.E. Smith. A l l of the larger grammar schools were two-story white limestone 
structures of four classrooms, two down and two upstairs, with an outside s t a i r ­
way leading from a lower porch to one above. The Administration Building i s an 
excellent example of t h i s type of architecture. 
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I n 1899, the school system was chartered as an independent administrative 
unit and control was removed from the City Council and placed i n the hands of a 
Board of Trustees, while keeping the same area as the municipality, thus establish­
ing the San Antonio Independent School D i s t r i c t . 
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ADDRESS: PHONE: 

STAFF MEMBER: M-A^A.- DIVISION: 

REPORT: 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE Tr:xAS 

Date Entered NOV 1 V 1978 

Name Location 

Southern Pacific Railroad Passenger Depot 

Dallas H a l l 

/ Fourth Ward School 

Bonhara, James Butler, Elementary School 

Rawlins, Capt. R.A., House 

SroTmsvlllo 
Cameron County 

Dallas 
Dallas County 

San Antonio 
Bexar County 

San Antonio 
Bexar County 

Lemcaster 
Dallas County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Lloyd M. Bentsen 
Honorable John G. Tower 
Honorable E. de l a Garza 
Honorable James l l , Collins 
Honorable Henry B. Gonzalez 
Honorable Olin E. league 

State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 
Texas State H i s t o r i c a l Coinmisslon 
P.O. Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 

/ NR Byers/bjr 11/24/78 



NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
Four th Ward School San Antonio 

Administration Of f ice^''»»«^'' 

Independent School District / ^ ^^^^ 
L T I O N street & number c i t y / t own v i c l n i t j 

San Antonio 

r o f s t a t e c o u n t y ( 6 ) N P S REGION-

141 Lavaca S t . 

c i t y / t own v i c l n i t j 

San Antonio TX Bexar SW 

OWNE ' DPRIVUTt aSTATE SMUNICIPAI DCOUNl Y •MULTirLt •fEO[R»l(aeency name) | ( § ) A D M I N I S T R A T O R : . 

(9) EXISTI MG SURVEYS DHUBS DHIItR • N H L l ® f 20th j@SOURCEof NOMINATION jgDSTATf • PfDERAl 

CMfWtltiiN ll f^wttiitN mam mmti imumt 
.̂̂^̂  .. 1 0 !tJ tMit , , • 

San Antonio School D i s t . f^wttiitN mam mmti imumt 
.̂̂^̂  .. 1 0 !tJ tMit , , • _ _ . ^ _ 1 aLOCAL DPRIVATE ORGAHIZATION 

J C O N D I T I O N 
• e x c e l l e n t 
• good 

• f a i r 

• d e t e r i o r a t e d 

• r u i n s 
• unexposed 

• unexcava ted 

• u n a l t e r e d • m o v e d 

• r e c o n s t r u c t e d • u n k n o w n 

• e x c a v a t e d 

SDNOT INTACT-O 

UMKNOiKN-4 
? • NOT APPLICABLE-7 

2 D NOT INTACT-O 

UNKNOWN-5 
2ON0T APPLICABLE-8 

OQNOT INTACT -O 
SQUNKNOWN-6 

NOT APPLICABLE- 9 

A C C E S S D Y E S - R e s l r i c t e d • Y E S - U n r e s t r i c t e d • N o A c c e s s • U n k n o w n |@ADAPTIVE USE • Y E $ G N O [ @ SAVED' D Y E S | I S P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D I S T R lCT-> • yes D n o 

I A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E 

• ARCHEOLOGY-prehisti)ric-2 • COMMERCE-6 

• ARCHEOLOGY-historic-l • COMMUNICATIONS-

• AGRICUlTURE-3 • CONSERVATION - 8 

• ARCHITECTURE-4 • ECONOMICS-9 
• A8T-5 • EOUCATION-10 

• ENGINEERING-II 
• ENTERTAINMENT-26 
• EXPLORATION -12 

• HEALTH-27 

• lNDUSTRY-13 
• INVENTION • 14 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15 

• LAW- 18 

• LITERATURE-1) 

• MILITARY- 18 
• MUSIC- 19 
• PHILOSOPHY-20 

• POLITICS/GOVT.- 21 •RECREATION -28 

• REllGION-22 •SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 •URBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL /CULTURAL-30 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

C L A I M S , e x p l a i n 
f i r s t ' • 

' oldest ' • 

• o n l y ' • 

^ f u n c t i o n s 

WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 

CURRENTLY: 

^ d a t e s of initlil construction: 
fflijor alterations: 
historic events: 

. E T H N I C G R O U P 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

I a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e ( s ) karohi teot kmaster b u i l d e r : \ en | ( ineer : 

^ l a n d s c a p e a r c h i t e c t / g a r d e n des igne r : i n t e r i o r decorator-. a r t i s t : k a r t i s a n : ^ b u i l d e r / o o n t r a o t o r : 

I N A M E S g ive r o l e A, d a t e 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

^ N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R W R I T E - U P 

r e v i a w v r s i n i t i a l s . I I F A D D I T I O N A L S P A C E N E E D E D . N U M B E R I . P U T O N R E V E R S E I 


