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The San Francisco Ranch houses (41 ZP 76) are located about 75 meters
east of the Rio Grande River and 100 meters west of State Highway 83

in rural Zapata County approximately 1.6 kilometers north of the town
of San Ygnacio. The site consists of two Mexican colonial style houses
built about 1874 as living quarters for a ranching homestead.

The single story buildings, both rectangular in plan, are situated
approximately 11 meters apart on the same north-south axis (see attached
sketch map) .. -The larger bu11d1ng is the northern most of the two,
measuring 13.9 meters long and 5.2 meters wide and includes two rooms.
The smaller room is 4.27 X 3.65 meters and the larger is 7.62 X 3.65
meters with a 48 cm. thick wall and door between. The smaller one-room
building measure 8.9 X 5.59 meters. The walls are made of a friable
sandkstone which occurs locally. Carefully dressed and scored for
plastering, the walls are 46 cm. thick and held in place by lime mortar.

Both buildings still retain quite a bit of the white-washed,plastered
surface on the interior as well as on exterior walls. The larger building
also includes a water table around the exterior wall 30 cm. high and a

flagged area 1.78 meters wide along the length of the front, serving as a
kind of"porch?

The two-roomed building has a tall hipped roof of standing-seam tin while
the other building has a wood shingle roof of the same configurations.
Inside, however, vigas are evident indicating that the structures were
originally "casas de terrado" and have been structurally changed as is
common in Hispano-Mexican structures of this age. Two "canales" of carved
sandstone are located approximately one meter below the top of the west
wall on the smaller building, showing the original roof level.

Other carved sandstone details are found on the east wall of the larger
house. Two circular medallions with a star-shaped pattern inside the circle
are located above the door level, and a carved date scribed "JAFO en 1874"
is located just above the water table.

Both buildings incorporate three exterior doors, all having wood frames
which are flush with the exterior wall. A typical doorway located on the
west wall of the larger house is spanned by a hewn wood lintle of mesquite ¢
carefully made from two pieces which together measure 1.98 m. in length

and 46 in. in width. The interior of the splayed door is 1.4 meters
across, decreasing to one meter at the exterior where the door is framed.
Double wooden doors of tonque-in-groove pegged construction swinging on
hinges close to the opening.
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Other than doors, the only openings in the stone walls amnet/i the ten
troneras of loopholes which are spaced around the perimeter of the larger
building, four on each of the long sides and one on each of the short
sides. No toneras were built into the smaller building. Ten centimeter
square mesquite lintels span the openings which are 50 centimeters from
the floor & 38 cm tall by 80 cm. wide on the exterior. A hewn mesquite
board with a 7.5 cm. hole the size of a rifle barrel encloses the opening
of the tronera. No windows were built in either structure.

GPO 892 455
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The two

Viejo, Nuevo Leon, Mexico.

"Casas de terrado"
modified by the addition of hipped roofs.

(flat roofed rectangular houses) have been

They are, nevertheless,
similar in style to structures inundated by Falcon Reservoir, several of
the structures at the National Register Site of Roma, the proposed
National Register Site of Corralitos Ranch and the town of Vallecillo

The site represents late 19th century

Hispano-Mexican construction and architectural styles, once common on

the Texas side of the border but rare now.

The site is an example of a late 19th century Mexican-American ranch in

an area economically and politically dominated by Anglo-Texans.

The

contribution of the Hispano-Mexicans to the cattle industry in Texas is
pervasive and inestimable.

The troneras present in the larger structure one of the best preserved

example of a technigque dating to the Colonial period.

The tronera

construction is identical to the well preserved stone troneras at Mission

San Francisco de la Espada at San Antonio, Tx.

Interestingly, the site

of Vallecillo Viejo does not retain troneras in its structures.

Little is known of the material culture of the Mexican Americans of the

late 19th century in Texas.

Questions of degrees of acculturation,

trade networks between border Mexican-Americans and Mexico and other
similar aspects of culture process might be illuminated through

archeological investigations at this site.
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San Francisco Ranch 41 ZP 76

Near San Ygnacio, Zapata County, Texas
Photo by: Texas Historical Commission

1973

Filed at: Texas Historical Commission
PO. Box 12276
Austin, Texas

Southeast oblique of the ranch structures
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San Francisco Ranch 41 ZP 76

Near San Ygnacio, Zapata County, Texas
Photo by: Texas Historical Commission

1973
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P.0. Box 12276
Austin, Texas 78711
Detail of date or dedicatory stone
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San Francisco Ranch 41 ZP 76
Near San Ygnacio, Zapata County, Texas
Photo by: Texas Historical Commission
P. 0. Box 12276
Austin, Texas 78711
1973

Interior detail of a tronera
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San Francisco Ranch 41 ZP 76

Near San Ygnacio, Zapata County, Texas
Photo By: Texas Historical Commission
: P.0. Box 12276
Austin, Texas 78711
1973

Exterior detail of canale.
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