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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1887, the Val Verde County Courthouse is a fine work
of masonry with Classical details. Entrances on each of the sides
were emphasized by triangular pediments with modillions and dentils.
Above these features, in Second Empire style, were Mansardic roofs
with convex curvatures covered with sheet metal and ornamental
wrought iron railings, all of which have been removed. On one
facade statues of the Goddess of Justice and Goddess of Liberty
were positioned on pedestals rising from the sides of the pediment.
Rising from the center of the temple of justice was a Mansardic
roof with decorative ironwork and bull's eye windows containing
lone star motifs (stars); while the circular features remain, the
square Mansardic roof has been replaced by an octagonal dome with
a low rise. At each corner, octagonal towers surmounted by steeply
pitched roofs with finials at the apexes added picturesque charm to
the building--the roofs, however, have been removed.

The tan colored limestone masonry is also distinctive. Walls
were of pitch-faced ashlar are handsomely articulated by a cut stone
water table and cut stone stringcourse. Roman arches of cut stone
with pronounced keystones and imposts spanned the center openings
while stilted arches of cut stone enhanced the wall and tower
openings. Paired pilasters with geometric decorative features and
broken entablatures further enhance the entrances; above these,
single pilasters provided visual support for the pediments. *
According to local historians, the stonework was done by Indian
masons.

As has often happened in Texas courthouses, some of the openings
have been changed but sympathetic alteration has preserved the
nineteenth-century character. Early views show that openings on
the alternating sides of the towers were filled with panels of stone;
modified openings continued this pattern. In 1915 a third floor
was added within the original envelope requiring modification
of the upper windows When the upper floor openings were modified
to accommodate this change, the new spandrels between the windows
incorporated ornamental features reminiscent of those removed from
the tower cornices. Although three entrances have been modified,
the west entrance remains in original condition.

About seventy feet square, the floor plan is similar to numerous
other nineteenth-century courthouses. On the ground level, corridors
divide the building into four quadrants containing offices. The
district courtroom was located on the second floor. Today the county
and district courtrooms and offices the county clerk, district
clerk, county auditor and treasurer's office are still in the
courthouse.

Built in ca. 1885 the old jail predated the present courthouse.
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It was located on the northeast corner of the public square and
evidently housed courthouse functions before the present temple of
justice was completed. Two stories in height, the walls were of

ashlar limestone.

In 1914 a three-story addition was made to the jail. Both
were straightforward in design and with stonework characterized

by fine workmanship.

In 1956 a new building housing the jail and sheriff's offices

were erected west of the old jail. Upon completion of this
modern building the old building was remodeled into offices for the

tax assessor, tax collector, and justice of the peace.

*On the west, south and north facades a one-story, one-bay portico
shelters the central entrance. At each end of the portiocos, coupled
columns support a classical entablature crowned by a balustrade.

The balustrade has been removed on the north portice. On the east
side the portico was removed when the paved parking extended to

the building. '

GPO 892 455



.
orn* o 10-370a
Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ¢

RECEIVED :
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES JUN 151977

61 7
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED AUG 18 197
CONTINUATION SHEETVal Verde Cths ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 3
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The entire courthouse square containing the 19th century court-
house and jail is being nominated to the National Register, but
the 1956 jail is not considered a historic resource.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Val Verde County Courthouse and Jail have architectural and
historical significance. Although remodeled, the courthouse still
retains much of its original fine workmanship and many handsome °
details. Moreover, it is the only courthouse the present county
seat has ever had. This temple, along with the jail, have been the
center of county governmental activities for about ninety years.

Organized in 1885, Val Verde (Spanish for green valley) was named
after the Civil War battle of Val Verde. The county is located next
to the Rio Grande in southwest Texas and covers a large area of over
3,000 miles--sixth in Texas in area--although in 1973 the county
population was less than 30,000. This large area supports numerous
sheep, goat and cattle ranches.

V

Forming a gateway to Mexico, Del Rio (originally San Filipe
del Rio) was established near the Rio Grande and became a gateway
to Mexico. The population increased slowly, however, and at the
time the present courthouse was built, the community contained less
than 2,000 people.

As was often the case, the railroad had considerable impact on
the destiny of Val Verde county. In 1881 the Southern Pacific
Railroad reached Del Rio; four years later the county seat was
gd from Bracketville, which was not served by the railroad. 1In
May 1885, commissioners rented a commercial building on Perry Street
for county offices. Shortly thereafter they directed their energies
toward the construction of a new courthouse.

The architectural firm of Larmour and Watson of Austin, Texas,
was commissioned to design the new edifice--Jacob Larmour and
A.O0. Watson were prominent and talented architects who also designed
courthouses for several other counties, including Comanche County
and Milam County. Subsequently the firm of Hood and McLeod were
contracted to build the courthouse for £32,500. i, 2 . 12

In 1890 the Val Verde temple received national attention when
a drawing of it was published in Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper.
This building along with the old jail are among the best examples
of extant nineteenth-century architecture in the region surrounding
Del Rio and definitely warrants preservation and continuing use.
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val Verde County Courthouse
Del Rio, Texas

c. I. Brown, Photographer, 1976

Del Rio, Texas
|
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Val Verde County Courthouse
Del Rio, Texas

Mike Yancey, 1975
Texas Historical Commission

Southwest oblique
Ly i T 0CT 18 1978

AUG 18 1977
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Val Verde County Courthouse
Del Rio, Texas

Mike Yancey, 1975
Texas Historical Commission

Detail of west (main) entrance

hoto #3
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AUG 18 1977
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Val Verde County Courthouse @n&<%pﬂ
Del Rio, Texas

Mike Yancey, 1975 :
Texas Historical Commission

North elevation showing 1956 jail in the
foreground. 014 jail is immediately to
the east of the hew jail.

Photo #4 pJ@ oc-'. 18 1976

AUG 18 1977
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Val Verde County Courthouse
Del Rio, Texas

Mike Yancey, 1975
Texas Historical Commission

East elevation of the olg Jail.
Photo #57 &
0CT 18 176

AUG 13 1977
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1956 val Verde County Jail
Courthouse Square
Val Verde, Val Verde County, Texas

C. I. Brown, 1976
Del Rio, Texas

Northwest oblique of the new building.

JAN 5 1977

#é @/ 2 AUG 18 1977
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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
P. 0. BOX 12276 CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711

TRUETT LATIMER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mr. Bill Lebovich

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N. W. . L
Washington, D. C. 20240 Ny

Dear Bill:

Regarding your request for photographic coverage of the Bexar
County Courthouse additions, I have enclosed two pictures
revealing the west and south additions. Although the modern
annex is unsympathetic to the original building, the Richardsonian
Romanesque design and architectural features of the 1890 court-
house are still evident. Furthermore, the additions were made

to the southwest corner (rear) of the building and do not detract
from the prominent north facade, which faces the Main Plaza. I
think the description of the alterations in Item #7 is suffi-
cient, but if you need further information, let me know. The
appendixes mentioned in the description that you inquired about
were part of a prepared format sent to us by the Bexar County
Hiatorical Commission and were only zerox pictures, not
appropriate for the National Register nomination.

Also at your request I am sending a photograph of the modern
(Val Verde County Jail located on the square with the historic
cour € and jail, as well as a continuation sheet explaining
exactly what is being nominated.

Sincerely,
Marie B. Landon

Coordinator, Natibnal
Register Nominations

MDL/s
Enclosures
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
STATE TEXAS

Date Entereda ALUG 18 1977

Name Location
Coryell County Courthouse Gatesville
Coryell County
Erath County Courthouse Stephenville
Erath County
01d Victoria County Courthouse Victoria

Victoria County

Point Bolivar Lighthouse Port Bolivar vicinity
CGalveston County

(1232,29150 County Courthouse and Jail Del Rio
Val Verde County

Regional Director, Southwest Region

/ 880

8/18/77

Mott

Calveston Seawall Galveston
. Galveston County
Oliphant House Milan vicinity &
Sabine County

Also Notified

Hon. John G. Tower

Hon.
Hon.
ton,
Hon.
Hon.
YHon.
Hon.

Lloyd Bentsen

W. R. Poage

Omar Burleson
John Young

Jack Brooks
Robert C. Krueger
Charles VWilson

State Historic Presgservation 0fficer

Mr. Truett Latimer
Executive Director

Texae Historical Commission
P. 0. Box 12276, Capitol Station

Austin, Texas 78711



Courthouse Entered
In Nuhonal Reglster

Of special sxgnlficanee to
history-minded Del Rioans is
the announcement today from
the office of U.S. Bep Bob
Kmegerthatﬂ:e : 3

; National

&h designa
cluded in the

Historical ister.
The old jail is the building
occupied the county tax
assessor-collector’s office.
In this new designation the
two buildings will be placed on
- the Register of
. Historic Places, the official list
of the Nation’s Cultural Resour-
ces worthy of preservation.
Listing in the National Register
E:vide federal protection for
landmarks. It also makes
the structures eligible to
receive federal grants for
historic preservation.
Congressman
“At a time when

er said,
com-

plexities of modern life seem |
more and more often to be |

us away from that
is historically and
important, this
is especially

which
culturally
»desngnat:on
welcome.”
The courthouse was con-
structed after 1885 and at that

hmewnsatwo-storybmldmg‘

- with turrets on the four corners.
Photographs of the structure
show sta a part of the ar-
%tectural orations on the

In 1915 the building
remodeled and a third floor ad-
ded. The statues disa red
and presently there is said to be
no information as to what

e of them.
In 1932, more remodeling

was done and one of the stair- |

ways was closed. Since then
there have been periodic
changes, including” the
renovation in the district cour-
troom.

Mrs. Louita D. Wilson, chair-
man of the Val Verde County
Historical Commission, pointed
out that Val Verde County is one

LE

was |

%ffewltl:utbemcmmhesof
exas still using the original
courthouses. Many counties
have torn down their cour-

thouses whsuh@enea st:'uc‘tlm
said, a fact con-
were built, .

idered making the
shlereofgreathxstum:alva}ue

Del Rio New-Herald .,

name oF papir _ Del Ri
WHERE PUBLISHED Del Rio, Tx  ——————

DATE OF iSSUE
SENT BY
LOCATION AR
COPY SENT SWRO
COPY SERT Wisd

B/ TT .

__Bettye Briscoe
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YES j no [
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