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I NAME 
HISTORIC 

Val Verdp- County Courthouse and J a i l 
AND/OR COMMON 

[LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

400 Block o f Pecan S t r e e t (Pub l i c Square) _NQT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 

Del Rio VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

21 
STATE CODE 

048 
COUNTY 

Val Verde 
CODE 

465 

CLASSIFICATION 

C A T E G O R Y 

—DISTRICT 

X _BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

O W N E R S H I P 

i£pUBLIC 

—PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

P U B L I C A C Q U I S I T I O N 

—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

S T A T U S 

^—OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

A C C E S S I B L E 
_YES: RESTRICTED 

j ^ Y E S : UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

P R E S E N T U S E 

AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

^GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

r n n n t y n f Vri 1 V e r d e 
STREETS. NUMBER 

P u b l i c Square 
CITY. TOWN 

r ^ ] F j i n VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Texas 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC_^ J . . . i . ^ i T T - , 1 

O f f i c e o f the County C l e r k , Val 
Verde County Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER 

P n h l i r. S q u a r e 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

P i n Texas 
•REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

H i s t o r i c S i t es I n v e n t o r y 
DATE 

- ' - 9 7 5 —FEDERAL X_STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS T e x a s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n 
CITY. TOWN 

A u s t i n 
STATE 

Texas 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

^FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

—UNALTERED 

X-ALTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

X-ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

B u i l t i n 1887, the Val Verde Coianty Courthouse i s a f i n e work 
of masonry w i t h C l a s s i c a l d e t a i l s . Entrances on each o f the sides 
were emphasized by t r i a n g u l a r pediments w i t h m o d i l l i o n s and d e n t i l s . 
Above these features, i n Second Empire s t y l e , were Mansardic roofs 
w i t h convex curvatures covered w i t h sheet metal and ornamental 
wrought i r o n r a i l i n g s , a l l of which have been removed. On one 
facade statues o f the Goddess of Justice and Goddess o f L i b e r t y 
were p o s i t i o n e d on pedestals r i s i n g from the sides of the pediment. 
Rising from the center of the temple o f j u s t i c e was a Mansardic 
roof w i t h decorative ironwork and b u l l ' s eye windows c o n t a i n i n g 
lone s t a r m o t i f s ( s t a r s ) ; w h i l e the c i r c u l a r features remain, the 
square Mansardic ro o f has been replaced by an octagonal dome w i t h 
a low r i s e . At each corner, octagonal towers surmounted by steeply 
p i t c h e d roofs w i t h f i n i a l s at the apexes added picturesque charm t o 
the b u i l d i n g — t h e r o o f s , however, have been removed. 

The tan colored limestone masonry i s also d i s t i n c t i v e . Walls 
were of p i t c h - f a c e d ashlar are handsomely a r t i c u l a t e d by a cut stone 
water t a b l e and cut stone s t r i n g c o u r s e . Roman arches of cut stone 
w i t h pronounced keystones and imposts spanned the center openings 
w h i l e s t i l t e d arches o f cut stone enhanced the w a l l and tower 
openings. Paired p i l a s t e r s w i t h geometric decorative features and 
broken entablatures f u r t h e r enhance the entrances; above these, 
s i n g l e p i l a s t e r s provided v i s u a l support f o r the pediments. * 
According t o l o c a l h i s t o r i a n s , the stonework was done by I n d i a n 
masons. 

As has o f t e n happened i n Texas courthouses, some o f the openings 
have been changed but sympathetic a l t e r a t i o n has preserved the 
nineteenth-century character. Early views show t h a t openings on 
the a l t e r n a t i n g sides o f the towers were f i l l e d w i t h panels o f stone; 
modified openings continued t h i s p a t t e r n . I n 1915 a t h i r d f l o o r 
was added w i t h i n the o r i g i n a l envelope r e q u i r i n g m o d i f i c a t i o n 
of the upper windows When the upper f l o o r openings were modified 
t o accommodate t h i s change, the new spandrels between the windows 
incorporated ornamental features reminiscent of those removed from 
the tower cornices. Although three entrances have been modified, 
the west entrance remains i n o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n . 

About seventy f e e t square, the f l o o r plan i s s i m i l a r t o numerous 
other nineteenth-century courthouses. On the ground l e v e l , c o r r i d o r s 
d i v i d e the b u i l d i n g i n t o four quadrants c o n t a i n i n g o f f i c e s . The 
d i s t r i c t courtroom was located on the second f l o o r . Today the county 
and d i s t r i c t courtrooms and o f f i c e s the county c l e r k , d i s t r i c t 
c l e r k , county a u d i t o r and treas u r e r ' s o f f i c e are s t i l l i n the 
courthouse. 

B u i l t i n ca. 1885 the o l d j a i l predated the present courthouse, 
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I t was l oca t ed on the nor theas t corner o f the p u b l i c square and 
e v i d e n t l y housed courthouse f u n c t i o n s be fo re the present temple o f 
j u s t i c e was conple ted . Two s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t , the w a l l s were o f 
ashlar l imes tone . 

I n 1914 a t h r e e - s t o r y a d d i t i o n was made t o the j a i l . Both 
were s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d i n design and w i t h stonework cha rac t e r i zed 
by f i n e workmanship. 

I n 1956 a new b u i l d i n g housing the j a i l and s h e r i f f ' s o f f i c e s 
were erec ted west o f the o l d j a i l . Upon complet ion o f t h i s 
modern b u i l d i n g the o l d b u i l d i n g was remodeled i n t o o f f i c e s f o r the 
tax assessor, t ax c o l l e c t o r , and justice o f the peace. 

*0n the west, south and n o r t h facades a one-story, one-bay p o r t i c o 
s h e l t e r s the c e n t r a l entrance. At each end of the p o r t i o c o s , coupled 
columns support a c l a s s i c a l e n t a b l a t u r e crowned by a balustrade. 
The balustrade has been removed on the n o r t h p o r t i o o . On the east 
side the p o r t i c o was removed when the paved parking extended t o 
the b u i l d i n g . 

GPO 892 455 
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and J a i l 

The e n t i r e courthouse square c o n t a i n i n g the 19th century c o u r t ­
house and j a i l i s being nominated t o the Na t i o n a l Register, but 
the 1956 j a i l i s not considered a h i s t o r i c resource. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

—1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

—1700-1799 

X I 800-1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

^ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

X-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIALyHUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC D A T E ^ j j a i l ca. 1885 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
Jail-unknown 
CH-Larmour and Watson 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Val Verde County Courthouse and J a i l have a r c h i t e c t u r a l and 
h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . Although remodeled, the courthouse s t i l l 
r e t a i n s much of i t s o r i g i n a l f i n e workmanship and many handsome 
d e t a i l s . Moreover, i t i s the only courthouse the present county 
seat has ever had. This temple, along w i t h the j a i l , have been the 
center of county governmental a c t i v i t i e s f o r about n i n e t y years. 

Organized i n 1885, Val Verde (Spanish f o r green v a l l e y ) was named 
a f t e r the C i v i l War b a t t l e o f Val Verde. The county i s located next 
to the Rio Grande i n southwest Texas and covers a large area of over 
3,000 m i l e s — s i x t h i n Texas i n a r e a — a l t h o u g h i n 19 73 the county 
population was less than 30,000. This large area supports numerous 
sheep, goat and c a t t l e ranches. 

f 
Forming a gateway t o Mexico, Del Rio ( o r i g i n a l l y San F i l i p e 

d e l Rio) was e s t a b l i s h e d near the Rio Grande and became a gateway 
t o Mexico. The p o p u l a t i o n increased s l o w l y , however, and a t the 
t ime the present courthouse was b u i l t , the community conta ined less 
than 2,000 people . 

As was o f t e n the case, the r a i l r o a d had considerable impact on 
the des t iny o f Va l Verde county. I n 1881 the Southern P a c i f i c 
Ra i l road reached Del Rio; f o u r years l a t e r the county seat was 
moved f rom B r a c k e t v i l l e , which was not served by the r a i l r o a d . I n 
May, 1885, commissioners rented a commercial b u i l d i n g on Perry S t ree t 
f o r county o f f i c e s . S h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r they d i r e c t e d t h e i r energies 
toward the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a new courthouse. 

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m o f Larmour and Watson o f A u s t i n , Texas, 
was commissioned t o design the new e d i f i c e - - J a c o b Larmour and 
A.O. Watson were prominent and t a l e n t e d a r c h i t e c t s who also designed 
courthouses f o r severa l o t h e r c o u n t i e s , i n c l u d i n g Comanche County 
and Milam County. Subsequently the f i r m o f Hood and McLeod were 
con t rac ted t o b u i l d the courthouse f o r $32,500. 

I n 1890 the Va l Verde temple rece ived n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n when 
a drawing o f i t was pub l i shed i n L e s l i e ' s I l l u s t r a t e d Newspaper. 
This b u i l d i n g along w i t h the o l d j a i l are among the best examples 
o f ex tan t n ine t een th -cen tu ry a r c h i t e c t u r e i n the r eg ion sur rounding 
Del Rio and d e f i n i t e l y warrants p r e s e r v a t i o n and c o n t i n u i n g use. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Val Verde County Courthouse and J a i l are both l oca t ed on the 
p u b l i c square which i s boianded on the west by Pecan S t r e e t , on. the 
n o r t h by Losoya S t r e e t , on t h 6 ' e a s t by M i l l s t r e e t , and on the south 
by Greewood S t r e e t . 
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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
P O BOX 12276 CAPITOL STATION AUSTIN , TEXAS 7B711 

TRUETT LATIMER 

E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R 

December 

Mr. B i l l Lebovich 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Departmant of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i onal Park Service 
18th and C S t r e e t s , N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear B i l l ; 

Regarding your request f o r photographic coverage o f the Bexar 
County Courthouse a d d i t i o n s , I have enclosed two p i c t u r e s 
r e v e a l i n g the west and south a d d i t i o n s . Although the modern 
annex i s unsympathetic t o the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g , the Richardsonian 
Romanesque design and a r c h i t e c t u r a l features of the 1890 c o u r t ­
house are s t i l l e vident. Furthermore, the a d d i t i o n s were made 
t o the southwest corner (rear) of the b u i l d i n g and do not d e t r a c t 
from the prominent n o r t h facade, which faces the Main Plaza. I 
t h i n k the d e s c r i p t i o n o f the a l t e r a t i o n s i n Item #7 i s s u f f i ­
c i e n t , but i f you need f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , l e t me know. The 
appendixes mentioned i n the d e s c r i p t i o n t h a t you i n q u i r e d about 
were p a r t of a prepared format sent t o us by the Bexar County 
H i a t o r i c a l Commission and were only zerox p i c t u r e s , not 
appropriate f o r the Na t i o n a l Register nomination. 

Also a t your request I am sending a photograph of the modern 
^ValVerde County J a i l located on the square w i t h the h i s t o r i c 
courtfiDTTse 'and j a i l , " ' a s w e l l as a c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet e x p l a i n i n g 
e x a c t l y what i s being nominated. 

MDL/s 
Enclosures 

Si n c e r e l y , 

Marie D. Landon 
Coordinator, National 
Register Nominations 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TBXAS 

Date Entered AUG 1 8 1977 

Name Location 

a 

u 

I 
5 

00 

00 

Coryell County Courthouse 

Erath County Courthouse 

Old Victoria County Courthouse 

Point Bolivar Lighthouse 

Gatesvillo 
Coryell County 

Stephenville 
Ersth County 

Victoria 
Victoria County 

Port Bolivar vicinity 
Galveston County 

Val Verde County Courthouse snd J a i l Dal Rio 
Val Verde County 

Galveston Seawall 

Oliphant House 

Galveston 
Galveston County 

Milaia vicinity 
Sabine County 

44 
u a 
M •H 

o 
01 

o 
00 
00 

Also Notified 

Hon. John G. Tower 
Hon. IJ.oyd Sentsen 
Hon. M. R. Poage 
Hon. Onar Burleson 
Hon. John Youag 
Hon. Jack Brooks 
Hon. Robert C. Krueger 
Ron. Charles Wilson 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Truett Latiaer 
Executive Director 
Texas Historical Ccnaaission 
P. 0. Box 12276» Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 



Courthouse Entered 
In National Register 

Of special significance to 
history-minded Del Rioans is 
the announcement today from 
the office of U.S. Rep. Bob 
Knieger that the Val Verde 
County Courthouse and old lail 
UVfi hika oesignalea to be in-
cluded in the National 
Historical Register. 

The (dd jail is the building 
occupied bv the county tax 
assessor-collector's office. 

In this new designation the 
two buildings will be placed on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places, the official list 
of the Nation's Cultural Resour­
ces worthy of preservation. 
Listing in the National Register 
p r o v i ^ federal protection for 
the landmarks. It also makes 
the structures eligible to 
receive federal grants for 
historic oreservation. 

Congressman Krueger said, 
"At a time when the com­
plexities of modem life seem 
more and more often to be 
crowding us away from that 
which is historically and 
culturally important, this 
designation is especially 
welcome." 

The courthouse was con­
structed after 1885 and at that 
time was a two-story building 
with turrets on the four comers. 
Photographs <rf the structure 
show statues,as a part of the ar­
chitectural decorations on the 
roof. 

In 1915 the building was 
remodeled and a third floor ad­
ded. The statues disappeared 
and presently there is said to be 
no information as to what 
tiecame of them. 

In 1932, more remodeling 
was done and one of the stair­
ways was closed. Since then 
there have been periodic 
changes, indudii^' the 
renovatioo in the district cour­
troom. 

Mrs. Louita D. Wilson, chair­
man of the Val Verde County 
Historical Commission, pointed 
out that Val Verde County is one 

of few in the 254 counties of 
Texas still using the original 
courthouses. Many counties 
have torn down their cour-

thouses wh«i new structures 
were built, she said, a fact con­
sidered making the courthouse 
here of great hisUnrical value. 
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NR Data Sheet 
DATE I 

Reviewer INITIALS 

S ) ~' AUG 18 1977 

NAME AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Val Verde County Courthouse and J a i l 

OTHER KA>XS: 

L O C A T I O N : ^ 

sTRECTtNUMBER 400 FecEn S t . 

arr.TowN D e l R i o 

STATH Texas 048 

VICINITY OF 

C 0 N G R t ! » i O N * L DISTRICT 2 I s t 
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OWNTR OF PROPERTY/(Circle) PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOVT MUNICIP 

FEDERAL (AGENC5f NAf lE) : 

MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 
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ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 
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F E A T U R E S : IMTEFIOR 
S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 
uiOcnown - h 
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EXTERIOR 
. S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 
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ENVIPOMS 
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CONDITION-
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EXCELLENT 

COOO 

_DETERIORATE0 

_ R U I N S 

_ U N e x P O S E D 

_Unexcavat^'i 

_A(NALTERED 
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—MOVED 
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historic district? YES 
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Unknown 
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WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LWTDM .̂RK? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES CNO::^ 
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then-

now-/ ' 
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—AJiRlCULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE.' 

architecV^m.builder: ^ t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ engineer; 

landscape/garden designer: artist/artisan: 

interior decorator: builder/contractor: 

ETHNIC G R O U P : 

NAMES; personal 
(label role 

& 
appropriate date) 

events  

institutional 

DATES: DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) : fi/^'/'5^(J/a//ffi^{c*'^'^"'^) 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: /9y'^j /9'^, ///JJ-

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): /^^5' ^^t^^x^'f 

S O U R C E : (OF NOMINATION) STATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

ACREAGE 

• (to nearest tenth of an acre) 

COMMENTS: (include architectural information here) 

S l G N I F I C A N C E : ( m a x i m u m two sentences) 


