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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Canon Ranch Railroad Eclipse Windmill is located on the Charles C. Canon Ranch 
west of the town of Sheff ield, Texas. The windmill and well are located in the corral 
area near the ranch headquarters. 

The Railroad Eclipse Windmill was made of wood, cast i ron , and steel. The wheel had 
a total of two hundred and thirty-two wooden blades, which were bolted in sections 
to a wooden wheel frame. The head, or operating portion of the windmil l , located at 
the top of the wooden tower, was made of cast iron and steel and used babbitted 
bearings. Attached to the head were two t a i l s , one for speed control and the other 
for on-off control. Both of these ta i l s were of wood reinforced with small amounts 
of cast iron and steel. 

The original tower was replaced with a newer "telescoped" tower in 1915. This tower 
remains in use at the present time. The windmill continued to serve the ranch for 
many years, but in time i t was replaced by a power pump. In the early 1960's the 
mil l was damaged by a severe windstorm. Then in 1964, Charles C. Canon, the son of 
the original builder of the m i l l , had the windmill completely restored and placed 
in operating condition over the original wel l . 

At the present time the wooden parts of the mil l are painted l igh t green with black 
tr im. The tower is painted white. The wheel of the mi l l is 22-1/2 feet in diameter. 
The wheel, cut-off vane, and regulator vane are composed mostly of wood with some 
cast iron and steel parts. The pump mechanism is likewise made of wood and cast i ron. 

Today, an electr ic motor is operating the plunger of the well beneath the windmill. 
The windmill is in excellent operating condition and could be connected to the 
plunger, providing ample water for ranch and livestock use. Since the windmill has 
been recently restored, no further work seems to be in order except for periodic 
maintenance. Due to the fact that the Eclipse Windmill is in near perfect condition, 
i t may be one of the last working large windmills that can be observed. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Canon Ranch Railroad Eclipse Windmill is one of the few operable Railroad Eclipse 
Windmills remaining in the United States. These windmil ls were the largest commercially 
produced windmil ls in the United States and were used extensively along the rai lway 
routes through the a r id Southwest. The Canon Ranch Railroad Eclipse Windmill operated 
for many years as the primary source fo r water a t the Canon Ranch headquarters. 

One of the most important engineering achievemerfts which inf luenced the development o f 
West Texas and New Mexico was the w indmi l l . Windmills have been used in Europe since 
before the 12th century. However, the European w indmi l l , often 50 to 100 feet in 
diameter, was too large to be successful ly used and transported i n the West. Daniel 
Halladay, a mechanic from Connecticut, is credi ted wi th the invent ion of the f i r s t 
American windmil l in 1854 which proved to be a marketable product. In 1857, the U.S. 
Wind Engine Company was formed fo r manufacturing the Halladay w indmi l l . 

The f i r s t windmil ls came to West Texas about 1881 wi th the coming of the ra i l roads . 
A dependable supply o f good qua l i t y water was necessary fo r steam locomotive boi ler 
supply. Both the Southern Paci f ic and Texas & Paci f ic Railroads made use of the wi supply. Both the Southern Paci f ic and Texas & Paci f ic Railroads made use of the windmil l 
for water supply. These ra i l roads used windmil ls made by the Eclipse Windmill Company 
s imi lar to the one located at the Canon Ranch. 

In 1898 Wil l iam Canon, the owner of extensive ranching in teres ts west of the Pecos River 
in Texas, was determined to replace the mule-driven pump at h is ranch headquarters 
with a wind-driven pump. He probably chose the large ra i l r oad -s ty le Eclipse Windmill 
because of i t s a b i l i t y to pump water from deep d r i l l e d we l l s . The model that he chose, 
a twenty-two and a ha l f foot diameter w indmi l l , was the largest ever constructed by 
the Eclipse Company. 
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Texas Historical Commission 
Box 12276, Capitol Station 
Austin, Texa« 78711 
Truett Latimer 
Executive Director 

January 11, 1977 

Mr. Mickey Canon 
Charles C. Canon Ranch 
Sheffield, Texas 79781 

Re: Canon Ranch Railroad Eclipse Windmill 

Dear Mr. Canon: 

The above named site or structure will be considered by trfs-fto^^pd-tft Review 
for the State of Texas for approval to be nominated to the National Register 
of Historic Places. This review is pursuant to the National Historic Preser-
\'ation Act of 1966 rulemaking published in the Federal Register. The Review 
Board meets in Austin, Texas, on January 25, 1977. 

The National Register, established by Congress in the Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966, was created to record the heritage of the nation as reflected in 
its architecture, archeological sites, and other historic places. Therefore, 
the Register is the official schedule of the nation's tangible cultural property 
which is worthy of preservation. By identifying these irreplaceable resources 
across the face of the land, we can build a future with both a rich environment 
cind a visible continuity with the past. 

The inclusion of an historic property on the National Register is primarily an in­
ventory listing that in no way infringes upon the private property rights of the 
owners. National Register properties may or may not be open to the public, at the 
discretion of the owner. In addition, the property's inclusion on the National 
Register qualifies i t to receive a matching grant-in-aid for preservation or res­
toration through the Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation of the National 
Park Service. To date, however, funding for this recently created matching grants-
in-aid program has been at such a minimal level that only a very limited number of 
historic properties clearly demonstrating public benefit can be considered for grants, 
The inclusion also gives i t a measure of protection from destruction in any fed­
erally funded or licensed projects, such as highway or reservoir construction. 

Your interest in this program is greatly appreciated. I f you have any questions or 
comments concerning this selection process please write to the Texas Historical Com­
mission, National Register department. 

Joe R. Williams, Director 
National Register Programs 
for Texas 

cc: County Chairman 
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