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NAME 
HISTORIC 

Llano County Courthouse and J a i l 
ANO/OR COMMON 

ILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Courthouse, n u b i l e square;- J a i l , - Oatraan and Hai/^f^^^^-gf^il^i^ 
CITY. TOWN 

L l c U l O VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

STATE 

;^^xas 
CODE 

o48 
COUNTY 

Llano 
CODE 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
^^OtSTRTCT 

X_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
XPUBLIC 

—PRIVATE 

— BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

— BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
J?OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES: RESTRICTED 

_>iYES: UNRESTRICTED 

— NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

-^GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

TRANSPORTATION 

OTHER 

nOVVNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

County o f Llano 
STREET & NUMBER 

Pub l i c Square 
CITY. TOWN 

^ 1 ^ ^ ' ° VICINirfOF 

STATE 

Texas 

Q L O C A T I O N O F L E G A L DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. ^ . ^ , , , , 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC O f f i c e o f t h e C o u n t y C l e r - t , L l a n o County Courtnouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

P u b l i c S q u a r e 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Llano Texas 
• REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

"̂'-̂  H i s t o r i c S i t e s I n v e n t o r y 

DATE T a n 

• ^ ^ ^ ^ -FEDERAL X STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEYRECORDS Texas H i s t o r i c a l Coiranission 
CITY.TOWN STATE 

A u s t i n Texas 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

X Q O O D 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

—UNALTERED 

X—ALTERED 

C H E C K ONE 

X-ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Llano County Courthouse i s a f i n e work o f masonry on a 
t r a d i t i o n a l p l a n , designed by the f i r m o f Jacob Larraour and A. 0. 
Watson. The ground f l o o r i s d i v i d e d i n t o four quadrants c o n t a i n i n g 
o f f i c e s by c o r r i d o r s passing through the center of the b u i l d i n g i n 
the north-south and east-west d i r e c t i o n s . The larg e two-story 
courtroom along w i t h four small rooms used by j u r o r s , e t c . occupies 
tne second f l o o r . On a t h i r d l e v e l , above the small second-story 
rooms are l o c a t e d a d d i t i o n a l o f f i c e s . 

The courthouse i s i n Romanesque Revival s t y l e and i t r e t a i n s 
v i r t u a l l y a l l i t s o r i g i n a l e x t e r i o r character. The composition consists 
of a large rectangular mass w i t h three corner p a v i l i o n s and a corner 
tower. The p a v i l i o n r o o fs are pyramidal w h i l e the roo f over the 
main s e c t i o n (courtroom) i s i n the form o f a truncated pyramid. 

The .north and south facades are f i v e - p a r t compositions and the 
east and west facades are t h r e e - p a r t compositions, a l l w i t h i d e n t i c a l 
entrances emphasized by p r o j e c t i n g features. At each entrance g r a n i t e 
columns w i t h marble c a p i t a l s and bases f l a n k the doorways and 
support an e n t a b l a t u r e i n c o r p o r a t i n g a f r i e z e decorated w i t h a 
saw-toothed p a t t e r n . Above t h i s appears a window spanned by a Roman 
arch w i t h a pronounced a r c h i v o l t , flanked by quoins o f quarry-faced 
g r a n i t e . This c e n t r a l compositional u n i t i s surmounted by gable 
w i t h a b u l l ' s eye window and a decorative coping. Double doors 
provide access t o the i n t e r i o r s . 

The patterns o f window openings c o n t r i b u t e t o the e f f e c t i v e n e s s 
of the a r c h i t e c t u r a l statement. On the f i r s t and second s t o r i e s , 
openings are pa i r e d i n each compositional component. On the t h i r d 
s t o r y , f i v e openings appear i n each facade o f the p a v i l i o n s . 

The courthouse massing w i t h a tower located on a corner r a t h e r 
than r i s i n g from the center i s unusual i n Texas and apparently had 
i t s o r i g i n s i n circumstances of s i t e planning and i n changes 
requested by the county commissioners during the course of planning. 
E v i d e n t l y because the p u b l i c square slopes downward appreciably t o 
the northwest, i t o r i g i n a l l y had been s p e c i f i e d t h a t the e d i f i c e 
be l ocated on the southwest corner of the square. As a r e s u l t of 
t h i s requirement and the d i c t a t e s o f good composition, the a r c h i t e c t s 
placed the tower i n an o f f s e t p o s i t i o n on the southwest corner w i t h 
entrances only on the south and west. Later the commissioners ordered 
the l o c a t i o n moved t o the center of the square and p o r t i c o e s w i t h 
designs matching those on the south and west were added t o the 
no r t h and east facades. Then the tower was moved t o the northeast 
c o r n e r — t h e l o c a t i o n of the cornerstone. 

On the e x t e r i o r w a l l s of b r i c k s are accented w i t h stone d e t a i l s . 
Granite w i t h tan c o l o r was used throughout f o r both s t r u c t u r a l and 
decorative work. On the ground f l o o r g r a n i t e l i n t e l s span the door 
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and window openings. Roman arches w i t h voussoirs of g r a n i t e w i t h 
pronounced a r c h i v o l t s span the second-story window openings. At the 
t h i r d s t o r y of the p a v i l i o n s p o l i s h e d g r a n i t e columns w i t h marble 
c a p i t a l s and bases support arcades w i t h g r a n i t e arches. Granite 
was also used f o r the base o f the b u i l d i n g as w e l l as f o r the 
quoining which has t o o l e d corner margins. I n a d d i t i o n g r a n i t e 
was employed f o r a wide s t r i n g c o u r s e at the second f l o o r l e v e l and 
narrow courses g i r d l i n g the s t r u c t u r e a t the window s i l l l e v e l s on 
both the f i r s t and second s t o r i e s . This m a t e r i a l was also used 
f o r the e x t e r i o r steps. Ris i n g above the stone base, b u f f - c o l o r e d 
b r i c k s were used t o f i n i s h the broad surfaces o f the w a l l s . These 
are terminated by a g r a n i t e corbel t a b l e and a metal cornice. 

Conforming t o the main masses of the b u i l d i n g , the tower was 
b u i l t o f b r i c k s w i t h g r a n i t e t r i m . Arches of g r a n i t e span the wide 
window openings. This m a t e r i a l also was used f o r the f i n i a l s . The 
s t o r i e d sections of the tower, the lower one o f which displays clocks, 
were f i n i s h e d w i t h sheet metal components w i t h stamped shingle 
p a t t e r n s . 

The i n t e r i o r f i n i s h e s were f u n c t i o n a l . Walls were p l a s t e r e d 
throughout and wainscots o f wood capped by heavy moldings appear i n 
the c i r c u l a t i o n areas and i n the courtroom. While the h a l l wainscots 
and wooden t r i m have been p a i n t e d , the wood f i n i s h e s throughout the 
courtroom r e t a i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l n a t u r a l f i n i s h . A c o u s t i c a l t i l e 
w i t h recessed l i g h t f i x t u r e s r e c e n t l y has been i n s t a l l e d i n the 
courtroom. 

Stairways w i t h ornamental newels and b a l i s t e r s provide prominent 
ornamental features f o r the i n t e r i o r h a l l s . While the r a i l i n g s , 
b a l i s t e r s and newels are wood, the treads of the s t a i r s are i r o n , 
manufactured by F. Heierman and Bros., A u s t i n . 

The Llano County J a i l i s a f i n e Richardsonian Romanesque b u i l d i n g 
w i t h t y p i c a l i n t e r i o r arrangements. On the ground f l o o r are the 
l i v i n g accommodations f o r the s h e r i f f and h i s f a m i l y . The c e l l blocks 
were s i t u a t e d i n the second and t h i r d s t o r i e s . 

The form o f the b u i l d i n g i s c u b i c a l w i t h a gabled p a v i l i o n 
p r o j e c t i n g from both the east and west e l e v a t i o n s . On the west t h i s 
f eature accents the main entrance which i s spanned by a broad arch; 
on the east i s contains a ser v i c e entrance. A l l t h i s i s surmounted 
by a masonry tower w i t h r e c t a n g u l a r openings which provided f o r 
v e n t i l a t i o n and by high stone chimnies r i s i n g from the nor t h and 
south ends. The main mass and the tower are covered w i t h hipped 
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roofs of standing-seam sheet metal and the l a t t e r i s decorated 
w i t h c y l i n d r i c a l f i n i a l s . Cornices w i t h d e l i c a t e brackets terminate 
the edge o f the r o o f . 

The masonry work of the j a i l i s outstanding.Walls are constructed 
w i t h quarry-faced ashlar g r a n i t e . These are accented by narrow 
stringcourses l o c a t e d at the l e v e l s of the window s i l l s , a t the 
crowns of the f i r s t - s t o r y segmental arches, at the impost l e v e l 
o f the t h i r d - s t o r y Roman arches, and a t a l e v e l s l i g h t l y below the 
eaves. Stringcourses also enhance the <^himneys and tower. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

— 1600-1699 Xj^RCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIALyHUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

X _ 1 800-1899 —COMMERCE : —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY X_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFYI 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 
C o u r t h o u s e , 1892-1893 
J a i l , 1895 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
C H . , A . O. Watson 
J a i l , F . B . & W. S. H u l l 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Llano County Courthouse and Jai l . h a v e both a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
and p o l i t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . _ T^ey atfe f i n e works i n Romanesque Revival 
d e s i g n — t h e former i n brick',.the l a t t e r i n g r a n i t e — a n d they have 
served the needs o f county government f o r over three quarters of 
a century. Moreover, the courthouse has been the center Of numerous 
a c t i v i t i e s and c e l e b r a t i o n s . 

Located near the geographical center of the s t a t e , Llano County 
was created i n 1856. The town o f Llano, the county seat, also was 
esta b l i s h e d i n the 1850s adjacent t o the Llano River. Among the 
e a r l y s e t t l e r s were numerous German immigrants who were farmers and 
stock r a i s e r s . 

Late i n the nineteenth century, a boom occurred when some of 
the county's mineral resources were e x p l o i t e d . I r o n mining was 
developed and i t was durin g t h i s p e r i o d t h a t the present courthouse 
and j a i l were b u i l t . Today the county has a p o p u l a t i o n of about 
8,000 people. 

The present courthouse i s the t h i r d i n the county's h i s t o r y . 
The f i r s t b u i l d i n g was a p l a i n one-story "box" located south of the 
p u b l i c square. However, t h i s b u i l d i n g , along w i t h many records, was 
destroyed by f i r e i n 1880. S h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r the commissioners' 
court issued orders t o c o n s t r u c t a new b u i l d i n g . Meanwhile a 
temporary s t r u c t u r e c o n t a i n i n g two rooms w i t h a f i r e p r o o f v a u l t 
between was b u i l t t o serve the needs of county government. One room 
was f o r the d i s t r i c t and county c l e r k s , the other f o r the s h e r i f f 
and county a t t o r n e y . J. K. F i n e l y contracted the c o n s t r u c t i o n f o r 
$1550 according t o the plans of C. S. Jones. 

Early i n 1884, the county judge was ordered t o ad v e r t i s e f o r 
plans, s p e c i f i c a t i o n s , and bids f o r the e r e c t i o n of a new permanent 
two-story courthouse t o co n t a i n a t l e a s t s i x o f f i c e s and two f i r e p r o o f 
v a u l t s i n the ground s t o r y and two j u r y rooms and a courtroom i n the 
upper s t o r y . However, the o r i g i n a l order was rescinded and plans 
were prepared by A l f r e d Giles o f San Antonio. I n form and s t y l e 
t h i s b u i l d i n g was v i r t u a l l y i d e n t i c a l t o Gi l e s ' Renaissance Revival 
design f o r the G i l l e s p i e County Courthouse, Fredericksburg (1881-
1882), which i s now used as a l i b r a r y . Located i n the center of 
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the p u b l i c square, the b u i l d i n g was completed w i t h the i n s t a l l a t i o n 
of copper l i g h t e n i n g rods i n 1885 and subsequently the temporary 
b u i l d i n g was rented t o the C h r i s t i a n Church f o r " r e l i g i o u s purposes." 

Although b u i l t w i t h b r i c k s , e a r l y i n 1892 t h i s f i n e courthouse 
also burned. However, the b r i c k v a u l t survived and the county 
records were saved. S h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r the plans of the f i r m o f 
Larmour and Watson o f A u s t i n were adopted f o r the present temple of 
j u s t i c e — h o w e v e r , the p a r t n e r s h i p e v i d e n t l y was severed during 
c o n s t r u c t i o n and only Watson's name appears on the cornerstone. 
A f t e r s e l l i n g the remains of the o l d courthouse, the f i r m of J. A. 
and G. H. Wilson o f Sulphur_ Springs, Texas, was awarded the co n t r a c t 
f o r a b r i c k b u i l d i n g trimmed w i t h g r a n i t e f o r $34,500. However, 
changes i n the c o n t r a c t increased the amount t o over $4 7,000 f o r the 
f i n i s h e d b u i l d i n g . 

The courthouse was f i n i s h e d l a t e i n 189 3. Disputes t h a t had 
occurred between the c o n t r a c t o r s and the county over labor and 
mat e r i a l s were s e t t l e d and the b u i l d e r s received f i n a l payment on 
November 16, 189 3. I n subsequent years a clock was added t o the tower 
and the square was surrounded w i t h an i r o n fence, the l a t t e r of 
which has been removed. 

Llano County also has had several j a i l s . Among these was a 
calaboose erected i n 1882 a f t e r the plans of J. S. Johnston. The 
co n t r a c t f o r t h i s j a i l was awarded t o M a r t i n , Byrnes and Johnston 
f o r about $7600. Located on the southeast corner o f the p u b l i c 
square, the b u i l d i n g was completed t h a t same year. As a r e s u l t o f 
a s u i t f i l e d by the c i t y against the county i n the Court o f C i v i l 
Appeals i t was ordered t h a t the j a i l be moved away from the p u b l i c 
square—perhaps the town p r e f e r r e d t h a t the undesirable elements 
be moved from the a c t i v i t y center o f the community. I n any event, 
before the t u r n o f the century work was authorized f o r a A e w . j a i l . 

Early i n 1895, the commissioners' co u r t met t o s e l e c t and 
purchase a new s i t e f o r the j a i l , t o adopt plans, and t o authorize 
advertisement f o r b i d s . Plans prepared by F. B. and W, S. H u l l 
were accepted and the b i d o f the Pauly J a i l B u i l d i n g and Manufacturing 
Company, St. Louis, M i s s o u r i — b u i l d e r s of innumerable j a i l s 
throughout the West—was accepted. The c o n t r a c t f o r the gray g r a n i t e 
b u i l d i n g was f o r $11,500 and i t was completed and accepted by the 
county w i t h i n the year. 

Today both the courthouse and j a i l continue t o f u n c t i o n i n t h e i r 
o r i g i n a l r o l e s . 
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The p u b l i c square i s bounded on the n o r t h by Main S t r e e t and 
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^WIIiilN MTIMM ill$ni«l€ UN9MAIIK1 
'^*"i''*''f 

) C O N D I T I O N 
• exce l l en t 
• good 
• f a i r 

• deteriorated 
• r u i n s 
• unexposed 
• luiexcavated 

• altered • o r i g i n a l s i te 
• unal tered removed 
• recons truc ted G u n k n o w n 
• excavated 

J A C C E S S OYES-Resi, 

DUO 

X STATt •FtDERU 

<AH OIICA<IZATION 

(^featu i STANTIAUT IMTACI-1 a^SUBSTAMIIALlY INTACT-2 ^nSUBSTAMTIAUY INTACT-3 

2DN0T INTACT-O 

;:;auNKN0WN-4 
? • NOT APPllCABLf-7 

2 D NOT I N I A C I - O 

UNKNOWN-5 
^•NOT APPllCABU-8 

©•NOT INTACT -O 

S^UNKNOWN-6 
? • NOT APPLICABLE- 9 

^ADHPTIVI USE DYES DNO SXtD' PTES 'S P R O P E R T Y A H I S T O R I C D I S T R I C T ? Dyes Dno 

@ A R E A S O F S I G N I F I C A N C E : 
• ARCHEOlOGY-preliistoric-2 • COMMERCE - 6 

• AflCHEOLOGY-Histonc-l 

• AGRICULTURE-3 

• ENGINEERING-n 

• ENTERTAINMENT-

• COMMUNICATIONS-? QEXPLORATION - l i 

• CONSERVATION-8 •HEALTH-27 

• SE1 

• MILI 

• ARCHITECTURE-4 

• ART-5 

• ECON 

ION -28 

SPECKY) 

IAL-30 
IN - ?S 

^ f u n c t i o n s 

WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 

CURRENTIY: 

I a rch i t ec tura l s ty le(s) 

C L A I M S exp la in 
f i r s t ' • 

• o ldes t ' • 

'only' • 

^ d a t e s ol initial 
mi|Oi iltentions: 
liisteric events; 

karohitect*. { ^ m a s t e r builder: 

. E T H N I C GROUl 
ASSOCIATION 

7®* ngi neer: 

^landscape a r c h i t e c t / g a r d e n designer: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: ar t i s t : t a r t i s a n . bui lder/contractor: 

I N A M E S give role & date 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

^ N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R W R I T E - U P 

A D D I T I O N A L S P A C E N E E D E D . N U M B E H «, P U T O N REVERSEI 


