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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Sited on a corner lot, the Otto Brinkmann house is a one-story, two-room
single pile building of fachwerk construction. This German construction
method of braced framing consists of a frame of heavy timbers with diagonal
bracing members at the corners and at doors and openings. The framework
includes 6 x 6 inch cypress corner posts and top plates, with 4 x 4 inch
timbers forming the secondary framing while the spaces between members are
filled with Timestone. A1l timber joints are mortised and tendoned and pegged
together.

The fachwerk is exposed on the south elevation (front facade), with two paneled
doors symetrically spaced. Two six over six lights sash windows are set into
the gable ends, and an upper loft door is incorporated into the sast end gable.
A11 exterior and interior walls were originally plastered.

A standing seam metal roof covers the original wood shakes. The two original
rooms are of equal proportions, and are connected by a single door.

The house was altered in 1899 by the addition of a framed lean-to which runs

the full length of the north elevation (rear facade). The lean-to is bisected
into two rooms. The east room has been enclosed, while the west room is utilized
as an open porch. A chimney was constructed in the center of the addition next
to the original north exterior wall. An attached 3-bay gallery was added on the
south elevation with 6 x 6-inch square columns and cut brackets. The exterior
walls are covered with beaded wood siding (ship 1ap) with the exception of the
south elevation. The plaster has been removed from this elevation exposing the
original fachwerk construction.

In 1920 the wooden porch deck was replaced with a concrete slab and the rusted
metal roof was replaced with corrugated tin. The additions do not affect the
architectural integrity of the original exterior, which expresses the typical
salt box profile of the early German settlers in Texas.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in 1861, the Otto Brinkmann house exemplifies fachwerk construction, a
traditional structural technique that German colonists brought to Texas in mid

19th century. In fackwerk or half-timbering, the void spaces were filled-in with
waddle and daub but this material was commonly used in areas of Texas closer to

the coast. Contrary to this tradition, limestone was predominantly used in the

Texas Hill country due to its abundance. Within a few years this framing technique
was no longer used because colonists discovered that lTimestone alone was substantial.

In addition to its architectural ,significance, the structure was built by and was
briefly the home of the talentedlocal cabinet-maker and carpenter, Otto Brinkmann.
Born in Hoexter, Westphalia, Germany August 15, 1832, Brinkman served his apprentice-
ship to a German cabinet-maker before coming to Texas in 1852. After emigrating in
1858 to the four year old rural German community of Comfort, Brinkman boarded with
various residents until he began construction of a two-room fachwerk house in 1860.
Upon its completion in 1861, the house served as the bachelor residence of Brinkman
and his twin brothers who had recently arrived from Germany. During the Civil War,
Brinkman built houses in Comfort, San Antonio, New Braunfels, and Brownsville. The
Altgelt residence in San Antonio in the King William Historic District (Accepted to
NR---Jan.20,1972 ) is one of his notable examples. Brinkman conducted a mercantile
business ir Comfort with Christopher Flach from 1871 to 1880. From 1880 until his
death in 1915 he managed the Comfort branch of the Ed Steves and Son Tumber yard.

As the carpenter and builder, Brinkman built this residence for his first home, but
actually lived in the house only a short time. Brinkman sold the house to his brother
Alex, in 1861, but bought the house again in 1866 just before his marriage to Marie
Ochse. The young couple resided in the two-room cottage until 1868 when Brinkmann

sold the house to his mother-in-law, Mrs. Auguste Ochse. Julius and Auguste Ochse

had emigrated to Comfort in 1864. Although her husband died in 1872, Mrs. Ochse
remained in the house for 36 years. During her occupancy, the house was enlarged to
its present size. One of the oldest houses in Comfort, this fachwerk cottage has
continued to serve as a private residence throughout the 20th century and has seen only
minor alterations.
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